1/167516/2024

Priyanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: More than 70% of
Maharashtra’stalukasfacea
drought evenas itheads into
anelection year. Now, as tem-
peratures soar with summer
approaching, a water crisis
is looming with the live wa:
ter storage in the state’s
dams down to 41% of capaci-
ty. Last year, at this time, wa-
ter storage was 56.5% of the
total capacity.

The arid Marathwacda re-
gion has the lowest dam wa-
ter storage. It is down to
21.3% of capacity compared
with46% at this time last ye-
ar. In the sugar belt of Wes-
tern Maharashtra, dam wa-
ter storage is down to 41.5%
of capacity compared with
69.5% at this time last vear,

In North Maharashtra,
too, dam water levels are low
at41.4% of the capacity com-
pared with 57.5% last year.
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1% water left in state dams;
It was 56% this time last year
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aregion has the lowest dam water storage

Only in the Nagpur division,
dam water levels are much
higher than last year. The
dam waterlevel isat50.7% of
capacity compared with
33.3% atthis time last year.
Already, 940 tankers are
supplying water to 2,913 vil-
lages and hamlets in the sta-
te, Last year, at this time, on-
ly 29 tankers were in use,
They were supplying water
to94villages, This means the
tanker supply has gone up

over32times sincelast year.

Maharashtra’s water crj-
sisstemsfrom the lack of wa-
ter management in the state,
says Pradeep Purandare, re-
tired associate professor at
Aurangabad’s Water and
Land Management Institute
(WALMI).

“We donot have water go-
vernance and we donot plan
for waterusage,” hesays.

He points out that 60% of
water-guzzling  sugarcane

cropsare planted in the com-
mand area of irrigation pro:
jects, using up much of the
irrigation water.

The state has around 1.25
lakh minor irrigation pro-
jects, including K T Weirg
and percolation tanks, but
there is barely any mainte-
nance of this massive capa-
city, says Purandare.

“Instead of maintaining
these minor irrigation pro-
jects which have already be-
enbuilt, govt is spending mo-
ney on the Jalyukta Shivar
scheme which has been inef-
fective,” hesays.

He is also critical of the
farm pond scheme, which
has led to a proliferation of
farm ponds in the state.

“Finally, all the farm
ponds are using groundwa-
ter. This evaporates in the
farm ponds and then there is
less groundwater available
for villages which are down-
stream,” says Purandare.
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Four ofIndia’s 150 major reser-
voirs have gone dry with three
of them in the southem region
evenas the storage n them de-
clined forthe 24 weekinarow,
data from the Central Water
Commission (CWC) showed.

The siruation in nearly 10
other reservoirs in South India
is worrisome as the southern
region is bearing the brunt of
the E1 Nino impact, Kamataka
andAndhraPradesh,in particu-
Jarhave received deficient rain-
fallsinceJune 2023,

According to CWC's weekly
bulletinon ivestoragestatusof
150 major reservoirs, the level
in these storages was 38 per
centofthe 178.784billion cubic
metres (BCM) at 67591 BCM.,
Lastweck, their levelwas 40per
centofthecapacity.

Overallthe storagein 104 of
these reservoirs i less than 0
percentofthecapacitywiththe
level being below40per centin
79,2 bulk of it in the southern
tegion, According to the India
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Storage in70% of southern reservoirs peilous

GOING DRY. Water level hits zero in four reservoirs as storage in the country’s 150 major reservoirs drops for the 24th week ina row

Meteorological - Department,
49 per cent of the 710 districts
in the country experienced de-
ficient or no rainfall since
March 1. For Jamuary-February,
at least 60 per cent o the dis-
tricts recefved deficient or no
ranfill

WORRISOME AP

South India’s storage is 23 per
cent of the 53,334 BOM capa-
cityat 12.287BCM. Thestorage
in 30 of 42 reservoirs is below
40 per cent of the capactty and
in 5 below 50 per cent of the
capacity.

InAndhra Pradesh, whilethe
Yeluru reservoir has run dry,
the storage in two - Somasila
and Kandleru - of the other
three i in single digits Even
Nagarjuna Sagar, which the
State shares with Telangana,
hasa torage f four per cent of
itscapacity.

The storage in Srisailam, the
other one, is 15 per cent of the
capacity. Overall, Andhra has
69 per cent below normal stor-
age, while in Telangana, which
hadabetter shareof he rainfall
during south-west and north-
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east monsoon, it is 12 per cent
lower thannormal,

PADDY, PULSES SUFFER
While the Privadarshin Jurala
reservoir has run dry, the stor-
age in Kaddam (KINR) is 3 per
cent of the capacity. Among
other States in the region,
Tamil Nadu's storage is 30 per
cent and Karnataka's 24 per
cent  below  nomal
respectively,

In Kamataka, the level in
Krishnaraja ~ Sagara,  which
serves drinking water to

PARCHED. A photo of dried up Tungabhadra river taken earlier

this week by a businessline reader scumomsecsaay

Bengaluru city, i & precarious
15 per cent of the capacity,
whilein Tungabhadra, whichir-
rigates key northern region in
the State, besides Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, e level is
5 per cent of the capacity, The
Tattihalla reservoir had run dry
afewwecksago.

In Tamil Nadu, Aliyar and
Sholayar — which serve the
State's westernregion—havea
level of 2 per cent of the capa-
city each. Last year, during the
sametime, thestorage n Aliyar
was 5 per cent and 3 per cent

Sholayar. Overall the paddy
crop, particularly in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, be-
sides pulses, are starved of wa-
ter in the region with some
farmers allowing their farms to

godry.

BIHARIN DIRE STRAITS

The storagein the northern re-
gionis 33 per centofthe 19.663
BCM capacity at 6:439 BCM.
However, with rains forecast in
someareasandsnowmeltingin
the Himalayas, things arenotas
badasinthesouthernregion.

Thelevelin8 ofthe 10reser-
voirsin the region are below 40
per cent of the capacity, Pun-

jab'sstorage is 14 per centand

Rajasthan's 9 per cent below
norma, Fespectively

Inthe eastern region, the 23
reservoirs have a storage of
9.971BCMor49percentofthe
20430 BCM capacity, Bihar,
though, has 65 per cent below
normal level, while in Bengal it
is25 per centbelownormal

Of the 49 reservoirs in the
westernregion, thelevelin32is
elow 50 per cent of the capa-
city, Overall,the region’s stor-
age was 16,768 BCM or 45 per
cent of the 37130 BOM capa-
city. InMaharashtra, wherethe
water level is 12 per cent lower
than normal, the Bhima reser-
voirhas gonedry.

In the 26 reservoirs of the
central region, the storage was
46 per cent of the 48,227 BCM
capacity at 22,126 BCM. The
level in 17 storages is below 50
per cent of the capacity. Uttar
Pradesh’s level is 28 per cent
and Chhattisgarh’s is 27 per
cent  below  nomal,
respectivly.
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