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The Telangana- A.P. water dispute

How did the Bachawat Tribunal allocate water resources o the three riparian States? What did the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2004, state about water
shares? Has the Union government intervened in the issue? Why is Telangana asking for a langer share?

EXPLAINER

B Chandrashekhar

The story so far:
hie nagping dispute over the
water share of the Krishna river
berween Andhra Pradesh (A.P)
and Telangana remaling
umresolved, even nine years after the
hifurcation of the combined State.

What i the origin of the Krishna
water dispute?

The dispute daves hack to the formation
of Andhra Pradesh in November, 1956.
Before the formation of Andhra Pradesh,
four senior leaders each from different
regions of Andhra, inclheding the
Rayalaseema Region amd the Telangana
region, signed a Gentlemen's Agreement
on February 20, 1956, Among others, one
of the provislons of the agreement was
the protection of Telangana’s interesits
and needs with respect to the utilisation
of water resources with equitable
distribution based on rreatles followed
globally, However, the focus of the
combinad di fom with respect to
irrigation facilivies was on Andhra, which
already had systerms developed by the
British at the cost of in-basin
drought-prone areas in Telangana — a fact
which was argued by the leaders of the
latter region from the beginning.

Further on, in 1969, the Bachawat
Tribunal (KWDT-[} was constituted to
sende the dispute around water share
among the riparian States of Maharashira,
Kamataka and Andhra Pradesh (before
bifurcation). The Tribunal allocated 811
tmcft dependable water to Andhra
Pradesh. The AP government kter
appartioned i in the SEE299 tmofit ratio
between Andhra (including parts of
Rayalaseema which comprise the Krishna
Basin) and Telangana, respectively, hased
om the command area developed or
wtilisation mechanksm established by
then. The Tribaral had ako
recommended taking the Tungabhadra
Dram { & part of the Krishna Basin) water
o the droughe-prone Mahabubnagar area

Mo agreement: The surplus water being discharged from the Prakasam Barrage across river Krishina in Vijayawada. R0 6. K.

of Telangana. However, this was not
followed through, giving birth to
discontent among the people. Tekangana
had time and again reiterated how it had
been meted out with injustice in Andhra
Pradesh whes it came to the matser of
disaributing waner resources.

‘What was the arrangement for water
sharing after the bilurcation?

Theere is no mention of water shares in the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2004,
glnce the KWDTL Award, which was sl
in force, had not made any region-wise
allocation, At a meeting convened by the
then Ministry of Water Resources in 2015,
the two States had agreed for sharing
water in the 34:66 (TelanganazA,P.) ratio
as am ad hoc arrangement with the
minuses chearly specifying that it has to be
reviewed every year. The arrangement in
the Act was only for the management of
water resources by setting wp two Boards,
the Krishna River Management Board

(KHMB) and the Godavari River
Mamagement Board (GRME).

The KRMB, however, continued the
same ratio year after year in spite of the
opposition by Telangana. [n October
H120, Telanzama raised its volce for an
exjual share, 1l warer shares are finalised.
At & Board meeting held earlier this
menmth, Telangana pa its foot down for an
exjuial share and refused v continue the
existing arrengement, Unable to convince
the member States, the river Board has
referred the matter to the Mindstry of Jal
Sheakai (M5,

What doeseach State claim?
Telangana has been asking the Centre o
finalise water shares from day one of its
formetion, Citing treaties and agreements
fodlowed globally in sharing river waters,
Telangana bas been anguing that as per
the basin pirameters, it is entithed for at
lzast a 704% share in the allocation of the
#11 tmft. Besides, it has been highlighting

how AP, has been diverting about 300
tmict water to the areas outside the basin
fresm Auorice-affected and drought-prone
areas within the basin in Telangana.

On the ceher hand, AP has also been
staking claim for a higher share of water
tor protect the interess of commancd arees
already developed.

‘What is the stand of the Centre?

The Centre: has convened two meetings of
the Apex Council comprising the Undon
Minkster and Chief Minksters of Telangana
and AP, in 2006 and 2020 withow
making any attempt to deal with the
Issue. Following a sugeestion made by the
Mio)s in 2020, Telangana has withdrawn
its petition over the issue in the Supreme
Court as the Ministry had assured to refer
the matter of water shares to a Tribunal.
However, the Centre hias been sitting over
the issise For Over Dwn YEars NOow even as
the twn States continwe to spar over the
matter day in and day out.
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In 15968, the Bachawat Tribunal
was constituced 1o seqthe the
disputi around water share
amang the riparian Stabes af
Maharashéra, Karmataka and
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Telangana had timse and again
reiterated how it had been
meted out with injustice in
Ardbra Pradesh when it came
to the matter of distributing
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mestings of the Apex Cauncll
comaqrising the Union Minister
and Chiel Ministers af
Telangara and A.P. in 2016 and
2020, withaut raking ary
akternpt to dieal with the issua.
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KLIS Package-9
pump trial begins

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

In a significant develop-
ment, the trial run of the
first pump of one of two
pump houses in Package-9
as part of the link-three of
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irri-
gation Scheme (KLIS), has
been conducted success-
fully on Tuesday.

The pump house motors
were activated, propelling

the Godavari River waters
into the Malkapeta reser-
voir in Konaraopet mandal
of Rajanna Sircilla district
at 7 am.

This will facilitate the
pumping of Godavari
River water from the
Mid Manair Dam to the
Upper Manair Dam via
Malkapeta reservoir and

Singa Samudram tank
from the ensuing water
year. (SEE PAGE 2)

The Package-9 of the KLIS aims to lift 11.635 TMC ft
of Godavari water in 120 days per year. This
particular package encompasses a total new ayacut
of 86,000 acres in Sircilla district. Upon the
completion of the Malkapeta reservoir, around
60,000 acres of new ayacut will benefit from
irrigation, while 26,150 acres of existing ayacut will
be stabilised, providing a much-needed permanent
solution to the longstanding irrigation challenges
faced by farmers in the Vemulawada and Sircilla
Assembly constituencies. With an estimated cost of
Rs 504 crore, the Malkapeta Reservoir will soon be

operational.

Engineer-in-Chief N Venkateshwarlu, elevation
consultant Penta Reddy, and representatives of
MRKER and WPL agencies oversaw the trial run
operations, ensuring its seamless execution. Pack-
age-9 Executive Engineer Srinivas Reddy coordi-
nated the trial run successfully.
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American engineers hail
Kaleshwaram project

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) presi-
dent Maria C Lehman said
the world could learn from
the success story of Telan-
gana’s Kaleshwaram proj-
ect - the world’s largest lift
irrigation project.

Lehman, who handed
over ASCE’s plaque recog-
nising Kaleshwaram as an
enduring symbol of engi-
neering progress and part-
nership to I'T Minister KT
Rama Rao, emphasized that
they wanted to highlight
game-changing projects
like Kaleshwaram Project
in the sustainability space.

“We will promote the
videos and show it to oth-
ers,” she said. After speak-
ing at the World Environ-
mental and Water
Resources Congress 2023
held by the ASCE at Ne-
vada, USA, the Minister
had a chat with the ASCE
top brass. During the meet-
ing, ASCE representatives
shared their thoughts and
experiences of visiting the
Kaleshwaram project last
year. ASCE and Environ-
mental and Water Re-
sources Institute (ASCE-
EWRI)  president-elect
Shirley Clark termed
Kaleshwaram as a ‘mind
blowing and amazing proj-
ect’. She said the project

had raised the quality of life
of the residents in Telan-
gana. “As a Hydraulic Engi-
neer, lifting the water 500
meters blows my mind,”
Clark said, adding that she
would share the video with
her students to make them
understand how the project
was designed and exe-
cuted. ASCE-EWRI Direc-
tor Brian Parsons said the
social aspects associated
with the project were an
extra checkmark for the
success of Kaleshwaram.
“It’s a global challenge to
optimize resources and
Telangana is making a
foray into that space which
indeed is going to be an ex-
ample for others,” he said.



i )

oo WeE A4 We R
Ve S 39 WEt & W

T F [EFR S # 1 o
yfE FEaeE F SgER 99
T 5 TR 17 S #
few =R IgUEAf SN
gEE T foeeh ¥ fagm vam
# 11 S | 41 fosmmei o
T WEER 9 gl w6
v 3 fasnsii & owEr

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Jagran- 24- May-2023

STeT HX&I0T | HY 37eaed, SN TR Tk W

foem €, ot dfieg F e wEde Rl wEE G

il bok ol g
FATIH

wioehe UH deEd w HgE
Y ¥ THT T Hen &) det
TF W HERTE & Sl foel
Ft FETa T Heed & O 9

& 4uit § g TR fam
J At AN 8 T W W
FER TR o T, S T
T W HTH € E WA TR
o T qEArE F OEER
TR UREE (TR ¥ o

o faum F afgs d9Es
FUR 3 %2 % 78 5oRE g4
farstansil, nferfiet ok fafe=
TSI T HTed WEEN &
Y 37 w1 317 5o T
% fo vieefed &3 # STEet
e HN| L ST G

fofel i e o g 1 T, T R S e 2018 % g R A



