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When riparian
nations join hands

two-day meet on the Ganga-Brahmaputra-

Meghna (GBM) river basins began in New

Delhi on Monday. Hydrological experts from
India’s Central Water Commission and scientists
from Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan and China are
attending the meeting. One of the key aims is develo-
ping a hydrological SOS system — one that will share
data on reservoirs, rivers, and dam waters round the
year — to help mitigate floods, droughts, mudslides,
and erosion. This is important because the areas that
fall under the GBM system are flood-prone.

India and China have a Memorandum of Understa-
nding (MoU) on data-sharing on the Brahmaputra
river system, which provides warning for flooding
during the monsoon. However, an assessment of the
agreement by New Delhi-based think-tank, ORF,
says there is a need for a comprehensive, advanced
warning system because the existing data-sharing
arrangement on hydro meteorological variation is
limited. In addition, there have been some issues
with data-sharing between the two neighbours. For
example, in 2017, China declined to share data with
India, saying that the instruments and installations
in the measuring stations have been destroyed.

While the efforts of riparian neighbours to devise a
holistic hydrological SOS system are welcome, early
warning systems are only as good as the actions they
catalyse in the affected nations. Timely, last mile
dissemination of information and disaster prepare-
dness are two critical issues. Over the years, India
has improved its disaster response system vastly,
but, as the increasing numbers of natural calamities
show, it has to keep improving and strengthening it
so that the socio-economic impacts are minimised.



A R VASAVI

IN THE HISTORIC withdrawal of the three
farm Acts, in the success of the resilience,
commitment and sincerity of the Samyulkt
Kisan Morcha, is our own “David and
Goliath” moment. How this initial and sig-
nificant victory will pan out and what im-
pactitwill have, notonly on agricultural poli-
cies but on how democracy and capital are
entangled, will depend on the direction the
farmers' movemnent takes.

The issue of “minimum support price”
(MSP) for key agricultural commodities has
been a persistent sticking point in the negoti-
ations between the government and the farm-
ers, The movemnent’s leaders have demanded
the legalisation of MSPE. increasing this sup-
port price and extending it to all crops while
the government has stonewalled such de-
mands. While the issue of MSP relates prima-
tily tocost-effective pricing and is understand-
ably the fulcrumon which agriculture should
be assessed as an enterprise, business, or
means of livelihood, it may be important to
go beyond it.

Much of rural India has largely been neg-
lected economically while also being manip-
ulated for votes. It may, therefore, be time to
seck a package of “maximum support poli-
cies”, This must emanate from the recognition
that mere pricing, marketing and distribution
of agricultural products cannot be the panacea
for the ailments inflicted on rural India by the
larger political economy of the country, Only
holistic policies that address the structural in-
equities, institutional and administrative
deficits and political distortions of rural India
will provide it a new lease of life.

To begin with, a substantial and phased
withdrawal from the Green Revolution model
of promoting subsidised agriculture that's
based on the use of industrial chemicals must
be initiated. However, the claim that such a
shift to “sustainable” agriculture will be via
what Prime Minister Narendra Modi (in his
speech on Novernber 19)dted as “zero-budget
natural farming” is an issue that must be as-
sessed with caution. It will not be apt to have
a single model of “natural farming” for India’s
diverse agro-climatic cultural zones. Instead,
a combination of regionally evolved and es-
tablished sustainable agro-cultures, that can
be tweaked to rid them of their social in-
equities {such as bonded labour and tenan-
cies) and made amenable to the new climatic
trends, is required.

If the PM's concern for the small and mar-
ginal farmers is genuine, then policies to en-
sure equitable distribution of resources — land
aswell as water —and access to a range of al-
ternative economic practices and support
structures must also be framed. Instead of
subsidies( that largely go to non-rural benefi-
ciaries), moratoria on loans and populist pay-
outsjust before elections, itis imperative that
payments be made to promote the spread of
“restorative agriculture” — one that regener-
ates our soil and water resources and pro-
maotes seed and agro-biodiversity. A compre-
hensive programme on these lines will enable
not only atransition to sustainable agriculture
but also enable people o develop climate
change mitigation and adaptation strategies.

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Indian Express- 24- November-2021

Maximum Support Policy

Not just MISP, rural India needs reforms that revive health of its soil and water resources,
provide people employment and enhance quality of farmers’ life

Supporting farmers to form collectives in
which resources, labour, skills and knowledge
are pooled for production, value addition and
marketing could go a long way in correcting
the multiple ways in which they are excluded
from profits or gains. Democratisation and de-
centralisationof agricultural planning can be
linked to revitalising ecologically suitable cul-
tivation, facilitating local collection and dis-
tribution and sustaining local food cultures
that can alleviate malnutrition. A new seed
policy, which focuses on enabling local seed
banks, can help fanmers circumvent the prob-
lematic commercial seed industry.

The divide between the rural and agrarian,
on the one hand, and the wrban and industrial,
on the other, is not tenable today. Promoting
small-scale industries and processing centres
that help rural areas to retain resources and
skills along with providing employment is the
answer to the vexed issue of unemployment
and migration. Rural India requires a new eco-
nomic deal that addresses past mistakes and
heals the wounds caused by years of neglect
in healthcare, education and other avenues
that enhance the quality of life. Public institu-
tions such as panchayats, angamwadis, schools
and primary health centres require urgent re-
forms that de-burecaucratise state-citizen
transactions and ensure that rural residents
are treated as citizens, and not supplicants.
Instead of the band-aid approaches that seek

To begin with, a substantial
and phased withdrawal from
the Green Revolution model
of promoting subsidised
agriculture that’s based on
the use of industrial
chemicals must be initiated.
However, the claim that such
a shift to ‘sustainable’
agriculture will be via what
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi cited as ‘zero-budget
natural farming’ is an issue
that must be assessed with
caution. [t will not be apt to
have a single model of
‘natural farming’ for

India’s diverse agro-climatic
cultural zones.

C R Sasikumar

to alleviate a range of problems caused by
structural inequities and disadvantages, we
need policies to address caste, ethnic, gender
and class inequities.

Since the current political dis pensation cel-
ebrates and involes culture and heritage asits
legitimising narratives, it would not be out of
place for it, and us, to recognise that our myr-
iad and richagri-cultures were — and can con-
tinue to — bethe basis of our civilisational iden-
tity. Instead of subscribing to alien models of
corporatised and industrialised agriculture,
whose devastating impacts are manifesting in
widespread tragedies across the world, letus
reclaim the knowledge heritage —while also
eschewing the caste-based social system —of
our diverse agri-cultures.

The poet Shiv Sundar has written that
tractors have won over the tanks in this year-
long stand-off between farmers and the state.
Such a victory via non-violent means must
enthuse us to intensify our solidarity towards
arange of “maximum support policies” for ru-
ral and agrarian India. Our first effort should be
to petition our respective MPs so that the
forthcoming parliamentary session does not
see just arecall of the three farm Acts butalso
paves the way for projects to realise the best
for rural India.

Virsavi, a social anthropologist, is with the
Punarchith Collective
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IN ITS THIRD AND FINAL YEAR

Palla pilot project raises groundwater by 2.5 m

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
government’s pilot project to
recharge groundwater at Palla
has recorded the highest rise of
up to 2.5 metres in the ground-
water level in its third and final
year on the back of a record-
breaking rainfall this monsoon,
officials said on Tuesday.

The groundwater level in
the area — on the northern
outskirts of the capital near the
Delhi-Haryana border — had
risen up to 1.3 metres in 2019
and up to 2 metres in 2020, the

officer said.

“The three-year pilot proj-
ect which involved retaining
excess Yamuna water in shal-
low reservoirs on the flood-
plains during the monsoon
season has been completed.
Overall, it has yielded very
good results,” an official told.

The Palla pilot project is a
part of the Delhi government’s
endeavour to augment the city’s
water supply.

“We have recorded an
increase of 0.5 to 2.5 metres in
groundwater levels this year,
the highest in the entire project

‘The project involved
retaining excess
Yamuna water in
shallow reservoirs

on the floodplains

during monsoon. [t

yielded very good
results’

period. Certainly, the record
rainfall has a major role to play,’
the official said.

The project report will be

submitted within a week to a
committee appointed by the
National Green Tribunal, the
Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment. Senior scientists will ana-
lyze the results,

According to the official,
the project will be scaled up
based on the recommendations
of all stakeholders, including
the Central Water Commis-
sion, Upper Yamuna River
Board, Central Ground Water
Board, Delhi Pollution Control
Committee, Central Pollution
Control Board,

After getting approval from

the National Green Tribunal,
the Delhi government started
the project in August 2019
on 40 acres of land along the
Yamuna floodplains near Palla.

While gram sabhas owned
10 acres of this land, the gov-
ernment had acquired 30 acres
from farmers on a three-year
lease.

The government then cre-
ated a 25-acre pond on the
floodplains of the Yamuna to
retain floodwater in the mon-
soon season and installed 33
piezometers to ascertain the
rise in groundwater levels.



Rain+hit areas in Tamil Nadu and Puchucherry inspected
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Aninter-Ministerial Centralteam assesses damage to crops and infrastructure: mee:s affected farmers and representatives of farmers'organisations

TAMIL NADU BUREAU

A four-member inter-Minis-
tertal Ceniral team on Tues
day visited  rainaffected
areas in Tamil Nadu and Pu
ducherry. The delegation
comprised of Rajiv Sharma,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA); Vijay
Rajmohan, Director (IT), De-
partment of Agriculture,
Cooperation and Farmers
Welare; Rananiay Singh, Re
gional Offcer, Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways and MYN, Varaprasad,
Under Secretary, Mindstry of
Rural Develapment,

[n Cuddalore, the team as-
sessed damage to infrastrue:
ture, roads and standing
crops at Periyakanganahup-
pam, caused by flooding
from  Thenpennaiar river,
which was in spate, K. Pha-
nindra Reddy, Additional
Chief Secretary/Commission-
er of Revenue Administra-

tion and Collector K. Balast- i

bramaniam elaborated the
estimated loss on agriculture
crops, roads and other in-
rastructure due o rain, with

the help of a photo exhibi-

fion. Official sources said Sl

they had submitted the st of
damage o infrastructure and
standing craps due to fnun-

dation. Agrcultural depart: - M \

ment sources said standing
crops, raised an 5,919 hec:
tares, were imundated due to
the recent spell of heavy
rain. About 2036 farmers
from 45 villages in the dis-
fricthad lost crops, @ownon
about 13248 hectares. The
Central team lso inspected
damage to crops, on 283.26
hectares, in Poovalai in P
rangipettai block, and inte-
racted with the farmers. The
Central team lef for Mayla
duthurai ~ distriet,  from
where they are expected to
proceed to Tiruchi.

Media persons were de-
nied permission fo cover the
(Cetral team's visic at Poova:
Ja vilage. Earlier in the day,
the team toured rain-affected
places i the Puducherry re-

o,

The team visited the coas:
tal hamlet of Fillaichavady to
study the damage caused by
sea erosion. They also the in-
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Gauging impact: Farmers shawing

Tiruvarur on TUgsay. 5.5 kubes sSFECAL ARRANGEMENT

spected the affected farm-
lands n Bahour area, and in-
teracted with people at N.R.
Nagar.

Relief for Puducherry

Puducherry Chif Minister N,
Rangasamy  sought assis:
tance of 300 crore during
his nteraction with the inter-
Ministerial Central team, in
his chambers, an Monday.
Paddy cultivation on around
7,000 hectares in Puducher-
ry and Karaikal region were

ffected in the heavy rain,
Farmers lso lost their ves-
tock in floods, he said. The
Chif Minister also briefed
them about the damage in
coastal areqs due to sea ero-
sion during the monsoon, an
offcial said. He had already
written to Union Home Mi
nister Amit Shah about the
damage caused due to rinin
the Union Territory

Crop damage in Vellore
A team, consisting R.B, Kaul,

damaged crops tothe Central feam at Poovalai; ight, the team surveying a paddy field in

constltant, Ministry of i
nance, Department of Ex:
penditure; R, Thangamani,
Director, Ministry of Water
Resources; and Bhavya Pan-
dey, Assistant Director, Mi-
mistry of Power, also visited
flood:hit areas in Vellore and
Ramipet districts. They vist
ed affected areas, including
Kapedi, Ponni anaicut long
the Palar river in Vellore, and
agricultural areas ke Nemili
and Arcot in Ranipet along
with district collectors.

o

Offcials said crops suchas
paddy,ragh maize, red gram,
groundnut, cotton and tapio-
o, spread over 3288761
hecteres in Vellore, Ranipet,
Tirupattur and Tiravanng-
malai districts, were dam-
aged in the rain, “Some of
the most affected areas in-
clude Nemeli, Thimiri and
Arcot where paddy has been
cultivated widely. The total
oss incurred is estimated at
{2944 crore," D, Bhasakara
Pandian, Collector, Ranipet,

told The Hindu. Tirwvann-
malal alone accounted for
24,018 hectares of paddy that
was affected, fallowed by Ree
nipet (2,342 hectanes), Vel-
lore was the least affected re-
gion with & loss of 34104
hectares of paddy.

Cauvery delta survey

Later, Mr. Sharma and his
team checked the extent of
damage to crops in the Ca-
ery delta districts, The team
was accompanied by Addi

fional Chief Secretary and  chayat

Commissioner of Revenue
Administration K. Phanindra
Reddy.

They visted varous part
of Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Na-

gapattinam and Mayiladuth  aged

wrai districts for a first-hand
account of the crop damages
during the day. Officials in
Themjavur and Tiruvarur
fold the team that over
20,000 hectares of paddy
crop had been affectedin the
two districts. The team in-
spected the flood-affected
agriculture felds at Kavee
noor and Kovilvenni i Tiree
varur district and at Amma-

petiaiin Thanjavur,

Detailing the  damages
caused to the standing crop,
the Collectars of Thanjavur
and Tiruvarur, Dinesh Ponra]
Olfver and P. Gayathri Krishe
nan, pointed out that paddy
crop on 2,396 hectares in
Thanjavur and 18460 hec-
tares in Tiruvarur had suf
fered damage.

At Nagapattinam, - the
team inspected submerged
paddy fields at Erunsalai
hamlet in Papa Kovil pan:

Apprising the team, Col
lectar A, Arun Thamburg
said 18 houses were com-
pltely damaged and 608
houses were partially dam-

They also assessed the
crop damages at Tirumayila:
diin Mayiladuthurai, Collec-
tor R. Lalithasaid the rainfall
had caused destruction to
paddy crop on 5423 hee-
tares,  affecting 5,645
farmers.

The team interacted with
aftected farmers and repre-
sentatives of farmers' ongand-
sations,
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