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When tap water means tap without water

The Centre says 87% of Bihar households now*l’{ave tap water, and the state claims credit for doing most
of the work. This is a half-truth at best, Atul Thakur finds on a tour of three villages around Muzaffarpur city

n August, the Centre's online track-

erfor Jal Jeevan Mission (J0M) —a

scheme launched in 2019 to ensure

tap water access to all Indian house-

holds by 2024 — put out a stunning
claim. It said 1.5 crore families in Bihar
had been provided tap water in the past
two years; implying that 87% of the
households in India’s poorest state had
tap water.

Just two years ago, less than 2%
of Bihar households had tap water
It means mid-2019 onwards Bihar in-
stalled faps for over 20,000 households
every day, beating all other states
under the scheme by a huge margin.
The same day, the Bihar government
clarified that its own Har Ghar Nal Ka
Jal scheme had enabled over 94% of
these connections.

A DRY RUN

But Lakkhi Paswan is neither aware
of nor impressed by these competing
claims, A resident of Balita Ismail, a
village 25kim south of Muzaffarpur eity,
Paswan doesn’t know that, officially, all
278 families in his village now have tap
water In reality, none does. When TOI
visited his village in August last weel,
there was water everywhere. Only the
taps were dry.

An empty water tank overlooks
Lakkhi Paswan's home. Mahadev Pas-
wan, another resident of the village,
said it was built in 2018 — a year before
the JJM scheme started — and pipes
run from it to several hous-
es. Unwilling to say any-
thing more, he gestured to
Ranjeet Kumar, a.k.a. Ram
Pragesh Paswan, to speak
on behalf of the village,

“When we complain ‘to
the ward members, they direct us to the
contractor. When we approach the con-
tractor, they send us back to the ward
members. All we get are excuses,” Ku-
mar said, At first, water couldn't flow
because there was no electrieity, Then a
transformer was installed, but the taps
remained dry "“All infrastructure seems
to be in place but water is yet to bless
these pipes with its divine presence.”

After each inspection, the offi-
cials assure them that water is on ifs
way, said Mahadev Paswan. But Lakkhi
Paswan sounds disillusioned: “Qur
animal sheds are flooded and the cattle
are on the road. There are so many oth-
er issues. Who will run around to get
this fixed?"

A cow is tethered to a pillar of the
platfiorm on which the empty tank

TOI +

EXCLUSIVE

rests; That's about the only purpose
the multi-crore schemes have served in
Balra Ismail.

On the narrow road out of the vil-
lage, a noisy three-wheeler with a big
tank in its cargo bed blocks the way
Inside it are 20-Jitre refill bottles that
crown water coolers in offices. The
camera-shy driver says he
works for a private water sup:
plier; and has ahout 50 clients
in Balra Ismail and avound it.
He is the real pipeline of potable
water here.

A village with 100% tap
water access on govern-
ment records, its felds
destroyed in floods, an
enmpty water tank towering
over the village as a monu-
ment to futility, families forced to buy
water unaware that they and othier tax-
payers have already paid for it... The
absurd farce of India’s development
divide is on full display

30 MINUTES OR NOTHING
Villages between Balra Ismail and
Muzaffarpur city present a less dismal
picture, Many of them have function-
ing tanks and taps, but there is a hitch.
“The water supply started six months
ago, but it's for half an hour, twice
aday. That’s not enough,” said Raman
Kumar at his roadside cigarette kiosk
in Sonbarsa Shah village. How does he
manage the other 23 hours? “Do you
expect me to go and fght for
more water?" he snapped.

On the JUM dashboard
and in Bihar government's
records, Sonbarsa Shah
is also a “100% tap water”
village, but as most hous-
es don't have tanks, hall an hour's
supply means the taps run for only half
an hour

At Madhubani village near the Mu-
zaffarpur-Chhapra highway, Chandesh-
war Pandif said piped water hadn't
made a difference to his life because of
its poor quality and erratic supply The
hand pump beside the new tap outside
his house is what he uses most of the
time. “T wash my feet or take a bath at
the tap if the water is running, 1 may
alsofill my cattle's feeding trough." But
water for cooking and drinking is still
drawn from the pump. ;

“I don't even have a proper liouse,
where will T build a tank?" said Pandit,
inviting TOI to look inside his liouse.
“If the timing was fixed and the water
was of good quality, the tap would have

BALRA ISMAIL | SONBARSA SHAH
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TAP WATER COVERAGE
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been of some use. But they can't stick to
the schedule becanse the power supply
ig erratic,” said his wife, Radha Devi.

A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE

TOI did not go looking for villages with
nil or erratic water supply It was a ran-
dom selection of villages around Mu-
zaffarpur city What does it say about
the government claims? A block devel-

TOl visited two villages In Kurhan
Yo B g

i block and one village in Musahari block
A - 3 ¥

e

opment officer (BDO) who oversaw the
installation of pipelines admitted they
aren't operational in many places but
60-70% of the officially connected vil-
lages do get tap water.

He, however, did not dispute that the
short supply hours and poor quality of
water make the scheme considerably
less useful than what was promised.
For the BDO, even the 60% operational

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE?

% of households with tap water Change
AUG 2019 AuG2021 (% points) This means only
3.2 lakh
Bihar 1.8 87'3 households in
- .~ Bihar had tap
water connection
Telangana 29 _ i 11.0,\ in August, 2019,
& Since then
Haryana 9.7 L.47 crore
Ayan JES—— AT households
3 gotanew
Himachal Pradesh 441 803 connection,
368 according to
Mafarastra 4 685 e
pas The wﬁfergsupxil‘y
, started six months
tap ifthe water Ao butiesforhaitan
I may also fill my cattle’s ‘hour, twice a day. That's not
-;f;-n*w- SO enough... Do you expect
I ; , me to go and fight
for more water?
~ — RAMAN KUMAR

3

rate is an achievement, demonstrating
the state machinery's capacity to de-
liver. He may be right if the scheme is
considered a first step that needs sever-
al fallow-up actions, such as increasing
the supply duration toat least 3-4 hours
and sticking to a schedule, and ensur-
ing the water is clean. However, all the
chest-thumping over the past month is
clearly premature,

. Excerpted from a TOI+ online
~ story. Secan this QR code on your

mobile to read
the full story, see
more graphics

& maps and
watch videos

of villagers

talking to TOI
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State sanctions Rs 4,427/ cr
for lift irrigation schemes

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabiad

State government accorded
administrative sanction of
Rs 4,427 crore for proposed
Sangameshwara and
Basaveshwara lift irrigation
schemes, The Sangamesh-
wara project is expected to
cost Rs 2,653 crore while
Basaveshwara Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme would be
taken upat acost of Rs1,774
crore,

The approval was given
for provisional estimate for
earth excavation works and
formation of canal embank-
ment including construc-
tion of other works such as
an approach channel, canal
lining, construction of

pump houses and pressure
mains, Strengthening of ex-
isting reservoirs and devel-
opment of entire canal net-
work system will also be
taken up. Both Sangamesh-
wara and Basaveshwara
projects would help in irri-
gating an ayacut of 3.84 lakh
acres.

The two projects are
being taken up as part of
Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (KLIS).

Under Sangameshwara
Lift Scheme, 2.19 lakh acres
in Zaheerabad, Sangareddy
and Andole Assembly con-
stituencies will be irrigated
while 165 lakh acres in
Narayankhed and Andole
Assembly constituencies
will be irrigated under

Basaveshwara Lift Scheme.
The approval was given
to seek financial assistance
from NABARD subject to
certain conditions. The
Chief Engineer, San-
gareddy, should obtain ap-
proval for E&M works
from advisor, lift irrigation
schemes before according
technical sanction.

He must ensure the pro-
visions made in the esti-
mate are as per guidelines
and ensure correctness of
quantities. He should ob-
tainapproved designs from
competent authority before
according technical sanc-
tion. The Chief Engineer is
responsible for correciness
of classifications of soils for
excavation,
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oum River from Ethiraj Salaiin Chennai | rsamish easu

TRASH SMOTHERS
CHENNAI RIVERS

NIRUPAMA VISWANATHAN
@ Chennai

HE Cooum and Ad-
var, two of Chennai's
main rivers, have
long been shadows
of their former
selves. Worn thin by
encroachments,
they’re now dumping grounds
for sewage and trash.

Elaborate plans have been
drawn to restore the Cooum,
but even after several years,
the only things different are
that people living on its banks
have been resettled, and the
flood-carrying capacity has
been increased. More than
12,000 families have been re-
located to reclaim the
Cooum’sright of way, and the
flood-carrying capacity is
now up to about 40,000 cusecs
in areas such as Chintadripet
and Pudupet, say officials.

In 2014, the Chennai Rivers
Restoration Trust’s Integrat-
ed Cooum River Eco Restora-
tion Plan aimed to reduce pol-
lution, ensure water quality
and sustainable development,
improve the flood-carrying
capacity, create river front de-
velopment, and explore navi-
gation and other future pur-
poses of the river. The project
was granted an administra-
tive sanction of Z646.77 crore
for 60 sub projects.

But some experts, such as 8
Janakarajan, president, South
Asia Consortium for Interdis-
ciplinary Water Resources
Studies, say the river is now in
a worse condition than before,
and even the improved flood-
carrying capacity isn'tenough.
“If officials say the flood-car-
rying capacity has been raised
10 40,000 cusecs, it is important
to remember 97,000 cusecs
were released during 2015
floods,” he points out.

In terms of eviction, there
has been appreciable progress;
but the riverfront projects
planned to take up the re-
claimed space are not sustain-
able, says a retired official
who was part of the Public
Works Department when a
delegation went to Singapore
in 2009 with the then deputy
CM MK Stalin and mayor M
Subramaniam. The aim of the
delegation was to adopt the
Singapore river model to clean
the Cooum.

“The hydraulic aspects of
the river have not been con-
sidered while planning river-
front development. It should
be able to withstand heavy
floods. Even the fencing (now
carried out by the city corpo-
ration) should have been
sturdy enough to withstand
corrosion. Parts of the fenc-

DUMPYARD FOR

SEWAGE

As per Metro Water, there are 139
sewage outfalls, including storm water
drains carrying sewage, into the Cooum

6 4km

LENGTH OF COOUM COOUM RIVER E%iénnai(entral
o
4 2 Km Ramapuram {r
LENGTH OF ADYAR RIVER o & [
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ADYARRIVER IMRNATAI@[%
The (Cooum) flood plains ’é-
have disappeared and ® o TAMIL f
urbanisation has led to Perungalathur 5 U
encroachments

Janakarajan, president, South Asia
Consortium for Interdisciplinary
Water Resources Studies

ing carried out in Langs Gar-
den in 2009 are now worn out.
That shouldn't be the case
again,” he asserts.
Janakarajan, who has been
following developments on
the river for over 30 years,
says, “The river is in a worse
state now. The flood plains
have disappeared and urbani-
sation has led to encroach-
ments on both sides. The riv-
erissupposed to have a gentle
gravity from upstream to
downstream. This gravity

DOWN BY THE

by
=

has now been distorted due to

dumping of waste and con-

struction debris.”

Pollution is still a major
cause of concern. TNIE had
reported in July how the con-
crete drain, off Langs Garden
Road, perpetually discharges
waste water into the river.

Asfar asthe Adyar River is
concerned, flood-protection
walls, desilting, removal of
solid waste, and fencing work
is underway, while evictions
are yet to resume.

According to the policy

Children
playing in the
Adyar River |
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o Redhills Lake
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note for this year tabled in
the Assembly, under Phase-I,
the Eco-Restoration work for
Adyar Creek (58 acres) began
in 2008. The major activities
undertaken at Adyar Creek
were increasing the water
spread and tidal interaction
area, planting native saplings
such as tropical dry ever-
green forest species, man-
groves, reeds, etc, and land-
scaping for interactive
environmental programmes.

The State government has
accorded an administrative
sanction of 100 crore for res-
toration of 358 acres of the
Adyar Creek and Estuary
area on the eastern side of
Thiru Vi Ka bridge.

“The Adyar Creek and es-
tuarine ecosystem were de-
graded due to infestation of
Prosopis juliflora (Karuve-
lam), indiscriminate disposal
of sewage, solid waste and de-
bris, which resulted in
shrinking of the water spread
area, reduced tidal interac-
tion and degradation of bio-
diversity,” it stated.

(With inputs from
SV Krishna Chaitanya)

Ahead of World Rivers Day
on September 26, TNIE looks
at the problems plaguing the
rivers flowing through TN.

BAY OF BENGA|
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KCR to give
one last try on
river gazette

HYDERABAD: Telangana
Government will be making
yet another attempt to get
the implementation of
Gazette notification on Kr-
ishna and Godavari river
management boards de-
layed. The gazette is to come
into effect from October 14.
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, who is going
to Delhi on a 3-day official
tour, would meet the Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Satur-
day. Officials said that the
CM would urge the Union
ministry to keep the notifica-
tion in abeyance until the
concerns raised by the two
States were resolved. He
would also attend the annual
meeting chaired by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on the left-wing extremism
in the Maoist-infested states.
KCRwill be attending this
meeting for the first time.
The chief minister would
also meet Union Minister of
Civil Supplies Piyush Goyal
and submit a memorandum
requesting procurement of
paddy and also boiled rice.
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Govtwill install RO plants to
make groundwater drinkable

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment will install reverse
osmosis (RO) plants in areas
where the groundwater level
is high but it cannot be used
due to high salinity, hardness
or high total dissolved solids
(TDS), officials said here.

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
supplies around 935 mil-
lion gallons of water per day
(MGD) against a demand of
1,140 MGD, they said.

The Delhi government
plans to extract around 200
MGD groundwater from areas
with high water tables to meet
the demand-supply gap, the
officials said.

In the first phase, RO plants
of a cumulative capacity of 363
million litres a day will be
installed in Okhla (136 MLD),
Dwarka (68 MLD), Nilothi-
Nangloi (68 MLD), Chilla
(45 MLD) and Najafgarh (45
MLD), according to the DJB.

These areas have surplus
groundwater but its poor qual-
ity makes it unfit for use.

For instance, groundwater
in the Najafgarh area is avail-
able just at the depth of two-
three metres. However, it is
high in salinity.

The first phase of the proj-
ect will be completed within
one year. Over 7.25 lakh house-

REPRESENTATIVE I{Q‘AGE o e
holds will benefit from this, the
utility said.

In a typical RO system, a lot
of water is wasted during the
purification process. However,
the Delhi government will use
a state-of-the-art technology
which will recover 80 per cent
of the water fed into the RO
system, the officials said.

The locations of the projects
are strategically selected so that
the existing conveyance system
can be used, which will save a
lot of money, they said.

To make the project cost-
effective, the Delhi government
will follow a model of staggered
payment where private inves-
tors will bear a major share of
the expenditure of setting up
the RO plant, and the DJB will
buy clean drinking water at a
fixed rate.

Based on initial studies
done by DJB ofhcials, the cost
of water, in this case, will be
equal to the existing cost of

water treatment through con-
ventional means.

The utility has been par-
allelly working on multiple
water augmentation projects
which will yield results in the
next few years.

The D]B plans to discharge
treated effluent of high quality
at Palla and lift it at Wazirabad
for further treatment. The first-
ever project of its kind in India
will give additional 95 MGD
water by December 2024, the
officials said.

The capital will get another
50 MGD from Himachal
Pradesh by December 2022.

By October next year, the
utility will start drawing 25
MGD from the reservoirs cre-
ated in the Yamuna floodplains
to retain excess water in the
monsoon season. According
to estimates, Delhi will have
1,305 MGD of water available
to meet the demand of its resi-
dents by March 2025.
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