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Needed, a National
Water Commission
 Indiais rushing headlong into a water crisis

The reported alarming drop in the water table in Bihar
—asmuchas13-25ft—since last August isnotsomucha
state-level crisisas it isa warning tothe entire country It
underlines the crisis of sustainability in India’s ineffici-
entlymanaged water economy. Indiaisthelargestuser of
groundwater; over 60% of ourdistrictsfacegroundwater
-overexploitation, and in thelast 40 years, well over three-
fourthsof totaladdition toirrigation hasalsobeen by tap-
ping groundwater. This is a political challenge, calling
forthe courage tocharge for water, to conserve use and fi-
nance maintenance. <3 :
Reported large-scale encroachment of water bodies
and paucity of water-harvestingmeasures would appear
to have precipitated the current crisis, especially in See-
manchal and the southern part of Bihar. Onereportsays
that over 34,000 water bodies have been encroached upon.
Andtheuneven distribution of rainshas only made mat-
ters worse. So, even a state quite well-endowed with water
: __ resources can face aquifer depletion.
Several, simultaneous steps are urge-
ntly called for to recharge groundwat-
er nationally. Clearly; the way forward
¥ inBiharistopurposefully removesilt
and encroachment from water bodies.
In parallel, there’s the need to build
: check-dams on a large scale to boost
water recharge. Also, Bihar isamajor agricultural state
andneeds tostepup efficient use of water in agriculture.
~ Studies reveal that water usage for major crops in Ind-
iais 2-4times the globalnorm. What is worse, the lax ma-
intenance of surface irrigation systems is quite routine; '
even nominal water charges are often unrevised for de-
cades! The way ahead is to levy reasonable canal-water
charges and to have decentralised, participatory water-
management structures in place. The Mihir Shah expert
committee reportdid call for an integrated National Wa-
ter Commission, which needs to take the lead in national
aquifer mapping and groundwater management. The
fast-falling water tables have severe implicationsforlive- '
lihood security: it surely calls for focused policy action
onthe ground. : Aa
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MP drafts right to water law,
promises 55 litre/day to each

........... He- %

= ranjan.srivastava@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh has
drafted a Right To Water legisla-
tion that promises aminimum of
55 litres a day per person to the
state’s 76.2 million residents, a
fine and a jail term of up to 18
monthsforanyoneaffectingthe
quality of water, anda0.5% cess
onall construction work to fund
development of water infra-
structure. MPisthefirststatein
the countrytohave drafted such
a law. The Centre last year
announced a Jal Shakti Mission
promising piped drinking water
toevery household by 2024.

Thedraftlaw, a copy of which
has been seen by Hindustan
Times, is based on the public
trust dopctrine, which provides
for citizens having thefirstright
over naturalresources. The MP
government seeks to consider
water a “fundamentalright” on
thelines of right of life enshrined
inthe Constitution.

“The Right to Water Act will
bebased on equal and fundamen-
talright ofevery citizen overnat-
ural resources like the Right to
Food and Freedom,” said a sen-
ior government official of the
public health engineering (PHE)
department who didn’t want to
benamed.

Drinking water is the first pri-
ority, followed by water fori 1rr1

Q/Decczm Herald (Bengaluru )
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Business Standard(New Delhi)
The Tribune (Gurugram)
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THELAW PROMISES A
MINIMUM OF 55 LITRES A
DAY PER PERSON TO
76.2 MN RESIDENTS, A
FINE AND A JAIL TERM OF
UPT018 MONTHS FOR
ANYONE AFFECTING THE

gation, industryand publicrec-
reationinthatorder, according
tothedraft. Water will be spared
for the industrial sector and pub-
licrecreation only after environ-
ment and social impact assess-
ments are done, itaddas.

The draft aims to set up two
bodies — the state water man-
agement authority (SWMA) to
ensure protection of quality of
water sources and soil health
besides stipulating regulations
for treatment plans and Jal
Manch, a committee of stake-
holdersinevery panchayat.

Thedraft contains provisions
onensuring environmental flow
ofrivers, sustaining ecosystems
dependent on water, regulation
of sand mining on river beds,
preservation of water quality,
mandatory rainwater harvest-
ing, conservation of catchment
areas, increasing theirrigation
network and effective ground-

water management.
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The proposed law seeks to
have water security zones and
plansfor surface and groundwa-
ter sources . The state govern-
ment will be empowered to
notify separate regulations for
these zones.

“With water crisis deepening
it’snotpossible toensure certain
amount of water to everyone
withoutimposingrestrictionson
use of groundwater and also
punitive measures on such
offences,” the official cited in the
firstinstance said.

The draft has a separate sec-
tion on penalties. Section 52 of
the draft bill states, “Whoever
affectsthe quality of water orits
availability shall be punished
with imprisonment which may
extendupto18monthsorwitha
fine which may extend to%11lakh
or with both.” The fine will be
doubled for repeat offenders.

The draft proposes 0.5% cess
tobe collected on all kinds of con-
struction works in the state
because of the financial con-
straints ofthe state government

Sukhdev Panse, minister for
PHE, said, “The state govern-
ment is working on the Right to
Water Actin line with chief min-
ister Kamal Nath’sinstructions.
We will be the first state to have
suchalawand hope to show the
way to others on how to make
judicious use of it to ensure
water forall.”

Rains may hit central
India over{next 2 days

HT Correspondent \\4‘ -2
» letters@hindustantimes.com 5

NEW DELHI: Central and parts of
east India are likely to see wide-
spreadrain and thundershowers
inthenexttwodaysduetointen-
sification in the confluence of
westerly winds with easterly
windsfrom the Bay of Bengal, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said.

Thereislikely tobehail, light-
ning, and thundershowers over

Chhathsggrh Odisha, Uttara- -
khand, eastﬁﬂar Pradesh and

parts of Jharkhand on February
25 and in several parts of east
India on February 25 and 26,
accordingtoIMD.

A fresh western disturbance, ‘

theninthfor February, islikely to
causerainand snowfall over the
western Himalayan region and
adjoining plains on February 28
and29. “Ttislikely tobeintense,
with rainfall. Delhi and NCR,
Punjaband Haryanamay receive
rainand thundershowers on Feb-
ruary 29,” said Kuldeep Shrivas-
tava, head of regmnal weather
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More water in store this year but

Prasad.Joshi@timesgroup.com

Aurangabad: Major irriga-
tion projects in Marathwada
currently hold twice the
amount of water than the av-
erage of the last five years,
butmanypartsintheregion,
including Latur, Osmana-
bad, and certain areas of
Parbhani, are staring at wa-
terscarcity this summer.
Whilesummerisyettoset
in, two reservoirs, one each
in Latur and Osmanabad,
have already hitdead storage
levels. One project in Parbha-
ni is already showing single-
digit storage. Data from the
State Water Resources De-

While summer is
yet to set in, two
reservoirs, one
each in Latur and
Osmanabad, have
already hit dead
storage levels

partment (WRD) shows a to-
tal of 11 major irrigation pro-
jects in Marathwada as hold-
inga combined 69% live stor-
age as of Monday:

A senior WRD official
said Latur and Osmanabad
mustnow rely upon medium
or small irrigation projects,
apart from barrages, for

Qt;‘carcity

their water needs this sum-
mer. “A judicious use of wa-
ter must be the norm right

from the start of summer
and available water will be

reserved for drinking on a
priority basis,” an official of
the WRD said.

Saqueb Osmani, Latur
district disaster manage-
ment officer, said residents
are receiving tap water at a
gap of 10 days. Overall, Ma-
rathwada had a deficient
monsoon last year. The re-
gion has 75 medium irriga-
tion projects that were show-

. ing 40% live storage and 749

small irrigation projects
showing32% live water stock.

THE STATES MAN - 256.02-2020

' PFC RECEIVES AWARD

@

il i E X

PFC CMD Rajeev Sharma conferred the ‘CBIP award 2020

Sr-2%

>

for outstanding contribution in growth & development
of Indian power sector’ from Minister of State for Jal

Shakti Rattan

Lal Kataria.
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Mahadayi project cost zooms up 1,674%

Application to release reserve forest area is pending before the Centre

SHARATH S. SRIVATSA
BENGALURU

As the Kalasa-Banduri Nala
project in the Mahadayi ba-
sin drags on over the inter-
State river water dispute, the
cost over the last 20 years
has risen from about 394
crore in 2000 to %1,677.30
crore now. Only a section of
the project is nearing com-
pletion. Work on both the re-
Servoirs is yet to be taken up
as forest clearance is
awaited.

When the Karnataka go-
vernment on August 22,
2000 gave its administrative
approval to the project -
conceived to supply drinking
water to areas in the Bombay
Karnataka region — the esti-
mated cost of Kalasa Nala
was 344.78 crore, while that
of Banduri Nala was 349.2
crore.

Huge leap: The cost of the Kalasa-Banduri Nala project in the
Mahadayi basin has risen steeply. =riLe pHOTO

A latest estimate prepared
by the Water Resources De-
partment has put the cost at
¥885.8 and 791.5 crore res-
pectively, taking the total to
1,677.3 crore. .

In 2013, when the expen-
diture on the project was re-

vised, it was estimated to
cost ¥840.52 crore.

Awaiting notification

From 2000 till now, the
jump has been 1,674% and
since 2013, when the esti-
mates were revised, the in-

crease has been 93.98%.
Sources said after the Su-

preme Court asked the Un-

ion government to notify the

Mahadayi Water Disputes |

Tribunal’s award, the State is
now awaiting its notification,
and forest approvals.

Since it is a drinking water
project, the Environment
Impact Assessment require-
ment has been waived.

Government sources said
the application to release
258 hectares of reserve for-
est area for,the Kalasa pro-
ject that falls under the re-
servoir’s catchment area is
pending before the Ministry
of Environment and Forests
(MoEF). So is an application
to release 242.51 hectares for
the Banduri project. “We ex-
pect approvals for these ap-
plications after the notifica-
tion,” sources said.
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Water woes grip Latur, supply down to once in 15 days

Civic body will pay power bills for one month to MSEDCL: Mayor; BJP stages protest with empty pots

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AURANGABAD

People in Latur are facing a
water crisis despite a healthy
monsoon in 2019 with offi:
cials admitting that supply to
home taps is now once in 15
days, with the situation wor-
sening because of disconnec-
tion of the civic body’s pow-
er  supply due to
non-payment of bills.

Latur is part of the peren-
nially parched Marathwada
region and is Maharashtra’s
16th largest city, often/in the

news for crippling shortage
which require the running of
‘jaldoot’ or water wagon

trains for its five lakh
residents. ;
. A Latur Municipal Corpo-

ration (LMC) official said
there has been no supply of
municipal water for the last
six days. He said the Maha-
rashtra State Electricity Dis-
tribution Company Limited
(MSEDCL) on February 20
disconnected power supply
of the LMC due to non-pay-
ment ofibills running to sev-

eral crores of rupees. Due to
disconnection of power sup-
ply, the LMC could not oper-
ate the supply mechanism
from Harangul, Nagzari, Sai
and Varvanti water purifica-
tion facilities, an official said.

.The Latur civic body pays
around %70 lakh for power
supply ‘every month. “The
electricity dues now stand at
%4.19 crore. We were supply-
ing water to five lakh Latur
residents once in six days but
this frequency has now wor-
seneq to 15 days. Efforts are

on to restore power supply
and arrangements (to pay
the MSEDCL dues) are under
way,” LMC executive engi-

neer Vijay Cholkhane told

PTI on Monday. ‘

Mayor Vikrant Gojam-
gunde, later in the evening,
said power bills of one
month would be paid to the
MSEDCL on Tuesday and wa-
ter supply would normalise
in the days to come.

“We had a meeting with
MSEDCL officials. They too

have not paid some of our -

bills raised for various civic
works. We will pay the
MSEDCL %70 lakh on Tues-
day. Water supply to areas
under the LMC will become
routine soon,” Mr. Gojam-
gunde said.

The BJP is the largest par-
ty in the 70‘member LMC
though the Mayor belongs to
the Congress. Later in the
evening, BJP workers held a
protest in front of the LMC
headquarters against the er-
ratic ‘'water supply and
clanged empty pots.
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Mercuryd ips; wetweather likely from Feb27

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

.- ¥
SHIMLA, FEBRUARY 24 .‘ .
Intense cold wave was wit-
nessed in most parts of the
state as the mercury plum
meted after widespread

" rain in middle and lower
hills, besides moderate
snowfall in higher hills and

~ fribal areas. Shimla and

. surrounding areas had a
clear day in ‘the morning
but dark clouds overcast
the sky in the afternoon .
and high velocity winds,
accompanied = by rain, Visitors reflectin a puddle after rain in Shimla on Monday. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR
lashed the town. : T T Bpeie i

_ Ghumarwin . was the and 13 mm of rain, respec- with 10 mm, Kandaghat and  tions during the end of February
wettest in the region with 19 tively, followed by Dharam-  Solan9 mm, Arkiand Jubbar are worrying farmers as flower-

. mm of rain while Pachhad pur and Baldwara with 12 Hatti 8 mm and Janjehli4 mm ing of stone-fruits has already
‘and Bijahi received 15 mm mm, Shimla and Rajgarh ofrain. Thefreak weathercondi- ~ started in the lower hills.

Bhakra Dam, BBMB Chairman
conferred with CBIP awards -2

R

The Central Board of Irrigation and Power
(CBIP) has awarded “Best Maintained Hydro-
electric Power Houses (Functional Project -
~age more than 50 years)” award to BBMB for
the outstanding maintenance of Bhakra Dam.
DK Sharma, chairman, BBMB, has also been
awarded for “recognition of his dedication, - 4 -

dynamism, leadership, long distinguished serv-
ice and significant contributions made to the
growth and development of the Indian power

~ sector”. Both the awards were received by DK
Sharma, chairman, BBMB, from Union Minis-
ter of State for Jal Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria at
an award ceremony held in New Delhi recently.
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JAL JIEVAN HISSION

Gehlot ertes to Centre,

urges alteration in g%
Centre-state funds ratio

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, FEBRUARY 24

_RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot has written to
Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, urging him to
alter the ratio of the Centre-state
share in the Jal Jeevan Mission.

In his letter to Shekhawat, the
Jodhpur MP, Gehlot has said that
the ratio should be changed from
the current 50:50t090:10. He has
said that when it comes to the
Centre-state ratio, Rajasthan has
been put in the same bracket as
other states like Bihar, Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Chhattisgarh.
However, considering the climate
of the state, it is not apt to equate
itwithk other states.

He said that Rajasthanis area-
wise notonly the largest state, but
alsohas comparatively less water

comparedtotheotherstatesithas' -

been bracketed with. Moreover,
asmuchas 85 per centof the state
isina“darkzone”.

- Gehlot also said that being a
desert state, the villages and hut-
ments are far away from each
other, hence the cost of schemes
for drinking water here is much

more thaninother states, remind--

ing Shekhawat that being a resi-

Rajasthan |
Chief
Minister
Ashok
Gehlot

dent of Rajasthan, he is quite fa-
miliar with the issue of water
scarcity. As per Gehlot, till 2013,
the Central and state assistance
underthe National Rural Drinking

. Water Programme for desert ar-

easwasin90:10ratio,whichwas
decreased to 60:40 and then to
50:50. Approved by the Union
government in August last year,
theJalJeevan Mission aims to pro-
vide functional household tap
connection (FHTC) to every rural
household by 2024.

As per the Press Information
Bureau, out of 17.87 crore rural
households in the country, about
14.6 crore - which accounts for
81.67 per cent - are yet to have
household water tap connections.
The total project costis estimated
tobe aboutRs3.601akh crore. The
Central share willbe Rs2.08 lakh
crore, and the fund sharing pat-
tern is 90:10 for Himalayan and
Nofth-Eastern states; 50:50 for
other states, and 100 per cent for
Union Territories.
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