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22% of India’s groundwater

dried up or in critical state’

Farming Takes Up
89% Of Available

Water Resources

e\
Vishwa.Mohan “M(
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Almost 22% of
groundwater (assessed un-
its) in the country has either
dried up or is in the ‘critical’
and ‘over-exploited’ catego-
ries, Jal Shakti (water re-
sources) minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said as he
emphasised the need to focus
on efficient use of water re-
sources and noted that10% of
water saving in the agricul-
ture sector now would make
it available for all users for
the next 50 years.

The ‘Dynamic Ground
Water Resourcesof India’re-
port of the Central Ground
Water Board (CGWB)
showed that 1,499 out of 6,881
assessed units (blocks/man-

dals/taluks)in 2017 came un- -

der ‘over-exploited’ . (1,186
units) and ‘critical’ (313
units) categories. The report
sought immediate change in
extraction  pattern  of
groundwater and surface
water interventions.

With annual extractionof
groundwater in these units
exceeding annual replenish-
ment, Shekhawat told TOI
on Friday that it was time to

i

> A report by the Central Ground
Water Board showed that 1,499
out of 6,881 assessed units in 2017
came under ‘over-exploited’ and
‘critical’ categories
» The highest number of water
stressed blocks were in Tamil Nad
(541) followed by Rajasthan (218)
and Uttar Pradesh (139)
» Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat noted that 10%
of water saving in the agriculture
sector now would make it availabl
for all users for next 50 years

india generates 25,000 tonnes of plastic
waste a day, 40% go uncollected: Govt

ndiagenerates more than 25,000 tonnes of plastic waste -

everyday, 40 per cent of which remains uncollected and littered
inthe environment, the Union environment minister Prakash
Javadekar informed the Lok Sabha. He also said that the demand
of plastic has increased significantly due its increased use in the
fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) sector, which has indirectly
resulted into the challenge of plastic waste management.
“Approximately 15,384 tonnes/day, which is 60% of the total
plastic waste, is collected and recycled. This recycled plastic is
used is manufacturing of several products. The remaining 10,556
tonnes/day of the plastic waste, which is estimated to be
approximately 40% of plastic waste generation, remains
uncollected and littered in the environment,” Javadekar said. pri

improve ‘demand side’ man-
agement by taking multiple
measures instead of only
managing ‘supply side’ of
water resources.
“Agriculture sector con-
sumesnearly 89% of available
Water resources in India. We
really need to help farmers
and create awareness among

s

-them so that they can move to-

wards water use efficiency
measures such as drip. and
sprinkler irrigation,” he said.

Theminister, who visited
Israel last week to take part
in the WATEC conference,
said there were many things
which India could learn

from Israel’s experience and |

replicate. He said works on
aquifer (underground layer
of water-bearing rock) map-
ping was goingon at full pace
to delineate and character-
ise groundwater aquifers
and develop suitable man-
agement plans. “Aquifer
mapping of all 256 water
stressed districts (covering
nearly 5,500 blocks) will be
completed by March. It will
help us make farmers and
other users aware of water
availability and tell them
how they should use it,”
Shekhawat said.

The highest number of
water stressed blockswere in
Tamil Nadu (541) followed by
Rajasthan (218), Uttar Pra-
desh (139), Telangana (137),
Punjab (111) and Haryana (81).

The CGWB report
showed that ‘over-exploited’
areas were mostly concen-
trated in parts of Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Delhi and western Ut-
tar Pradesh (where even
though replenishable re-
sources are abundant, there
has been indiscriminate
withdrawal of groundwater
leading to over-exploita-
tion); parts of Rajasthan and
Gujarat (where due to arid
climate, groundwater re-
charge is limited); and parts
of Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh, Telangana and Tamil
Nadu where due to inherent
properties of crystalline
aquifers, the groundwater
availability is low.
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The 18,000-crore river interlinking pro;ect has been mlred in controversy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI g -

The government has said it is
pushing Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh to make
progress on the Ken-Betwa

river interlinking project, ac--
cording to a response to a

question in the Rajya Sabha
last week.

The project involves trans-

ferring surplus water from
Ken river in Madhya Pradesh
to the Betwa in Uttar Pra-
desh and irrigate 3.64 lakh
hectares in the Bundelkhand
region of both States. The
18,000 crore project has
been mired in several con-

troversies. The most recent

one is a dlsagreement bet-
ween the States on the share
of water.

‘Consultative manner’

“The government is pursu-
ing the 1nterhnk1ng pro-
gramme in a consultative
manner. Vigorous efforts
have been made by the Cen-
tral government for generat-
ing consensus between the
concerned States,” Minister
of State, Jal Shakti, Rattan Lal
Kataria, said in a written res-

Sabha.

A senior official in the Jal
Shakti Ministry told The Hin-
du, on condition of anonym-

‘ponse to a query in the Rajya

§

Troubled waters: A view of the Betwa river in Bundelkhand
region near Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh. sRr.v. MoorTHY

ity, that the project was “still
on” but posed environmen-
tal challenges. “Other than
differences between the
States, there are outstanding
environmental obstructions
too. It is not an easy road
ahead 7

The project involves
building a 77 metre tall and a
2 km wide Dhaudhan dam
and a 230 km canal. Original-
ly, this phase envisaged irri-
gating 6,35,661 hectares an-
nually (3,69,881 ha in M.P.
and 2,65,780 ha in U.P.). In

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
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Rajasthan Patrika:(Hindi)
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addition, the project was to

provide 49 million cubic
metres for drinking water

supply en route. st
‘No longer valid”
While there is a 2005 agree-

ment between the two States
on how water would be
shared, Madhya Pradesh
says these assumptions are
no longer valid and the only
way to meet the increased

water req&iremen'mgi

be to in ocal manage-
ment projects — ‘
barrage, Lower Orr and Bina

complex that were envisaged
in the second phase of the

‘project — in the first phase.

TP
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A m'ajor riskspotfor Monsoon floods a'nd Cloudbursts, Parvativalleyin Kullu,
whichsaw much devastationin 1994, stillawaitsearly flOOd warning system

ARCHANA PHULL 3“)’
SHAT (HP), 24 NOVEMBER

he memories of dev-

astation caused by

unprecedented flash

floods of 11 July, 1994,
which had washed away 27
lives in just few seconds, is fresh
inthe memories of peoplein
Shat, alittle known village in
Parvati valley of Himachal
Pradesh.

The furious waters had
also swept away the village and
the dreams of villagers, who
had to re-build everything,
from homes to agriculture
farms. However, 25 years on,
they are as much exposed to
floods as they were earlier, with
the government not having
done any intervention on
ground, which canlessen the
risk or devastation of flash
floodsin this vulnerable area
in Kullu.

"Itwas raining heavily that
day since afternoon, which fol-
lowed flash floods in Shat
nullah at around 4.15 PM.
There was no time to save any-
body from the gushingwater,
which had swollen by 200
feet. The trees got uprooted
with'the wind. Ithad all turned
dark, and we could just hear
the noise of water and bold-
ers striking here and there,"
recollected, Kamal Chand,
56, from Shat.

Anotherresident, Mohin-
der Singh, who was just 16
yearsold then, shared, "Ilost
two uncles and my sister in

the floods. It was a dreadful
sight. The floods of that inten-
sity never occurred again,
butthe people herelive under
constant fear."

However, despite the fact
that it was perhaps the first
ever such devastating flash
flood in the entire state, the
locals alleged that no steps
havebeen taken toreduce the
impact in case of such a dis-
aster in future.

"Immediately after the
tragedy, there was some activ-
ityand the authorities gotsome
check dams erected on the
rivulet. They lost focus with-
infewyears," thelocals said.

According to study con-
ducted by Indian Himalayas
Climate Adaptation Pro-
gramme (IHCAP) on climate
change effect in Kullu, Parvati
valley was identified as major
riskspotfor Monsoon floods,
cloudburstevents and poten-
tial Glacial Lake Outburst
Floods (GLOFs).

The study said the steep
topographic environment
and monsoon climate coupled
with human activities con-
centrated in the valley make
thelocal communities high-
ly susceptible to hazards.

The study said the Parvati
valley faces significant threat

from multiple hazards such
asmonsoon triggered flood-
ing, glacial lake outbursts,
landslides and earthquakes.
This increases the potential
for far reaching, cascading dis-
asters to occur downstream.

Itrevealed an increase in
formation of supra glacial
lakes from 12 (1989) to 77
(2014) in Parvati valley catch-
mentin Parvati valley catch-
ment. Associated with retreat
of glaciers, these lakes can pose
threat to downstream inhab-
ited areas, road infrastructure,
agricultural land and hydro-
electric projects.

"In the first phase of study

from 2012-15, the IHCAP
made certain recommenda-
tions, which included instal-
lation of early flood warning
system in Parvati valley and
capacity building of locals
toimprove their response in
floods. The second phase is
implementation. However,
the proposal for finding of Rs
20 crore for the purpose is
pending approval of Gov-
ernment of India," said Duni
Chand Thakur, Deputy Direc-
tor, Climate Change Knowl-
edge Cell with the department
of Environment, Science and
Technology (the nodal depart-
ment for climate changeissue
in HP). The official said it is
not necessary that the early
warning system can save
everything in flash floods,
butitalarms and gives some
time to respond, even if it is
about a fraction of second.

Itis pertinent to mention
that flash floods and cloud-
bursts are a common phe-
nomenon in Himachal
Pradesh and the damage
caused is more as people in
majority villages or town-
shipslive very near to rivulets
or rivers.

The state faced worst ever
flash floods in Satluj River in
the year 2000, wherein 100
people were reportedly
washed away downstream,
mainly in Rampur. However,
for lack of any data, no pre-
caution has been worked out
by the state authorities even
in that area.
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AGRICULTURE

In Water LiestheLay of the Land

Ajay Dandekar .
R

Today; India’s agriculture is under-
goingacrisisthat, if notaddressed,
couldresult in a catastrophe. What
isthe problem ailing Indian agricul-
ture? Is it limited to dryland farm-
ing, or can italso belocated in the
‘Green Revolution’ states? Is the
phenomenon of farmers’ suicidesa
manifestation of the deeper malaise
inIndia’sagriculture? First, one
must contextualise the issues.

The average farm size isreduced to
almost1.13hectares, and almost 80%
of farminghouseholds consist of
marginal and small farmers. To top
itall, low capital formation, starved
of creditand investments, depress-
edpricesand fragmented holdings
are turning agrarian fields into a
lunar landscape.

These problems are compounded
by anew reality that isnow dawning
on policymakers and have further
complicated an already complex
Situation. India isfast running out

...................... OO

of water. In fact, it wasliving off on

‘borrowed time all these years. Tod- -
ay, the issue of water — or thelack of

it—and the very survival of theag-
rarian system is linked in an insep-
arable way.

Normally, when we think of water,
we usually do so in terms of drink-
ing water. The larger question, how-
ever, isaboutthe use of water and its
availability in the critical sector of
food and its primary production. As
hasbeen pointed out by the Mihir
Shah Committee in its report (bit.
do/fijC8), India is on the verge of
exhausting its groundwater due to
over-exploitation of aquifers. Un-
less we fundamentally rethink our
policy of managing surface and
groundwater, along with the rejuve-
nation of ourrivers, we are now
lookingat the point of noreturn.

Thekey tothe issue, as the Mihir
Shah’sreport points out, is in sustai-
nable and effective water manage-
ment. This, in turn, would depend
onhow effectively water will be
used in the agrarian system, and for

* such a use, what the cropping pat-

tern should be.

The debate on a sustainable crop-
ping pattern that dovetails with the
realisticavailability of water isnot
anew debate. It has been argued else-
where that India now can’t afford the

AU R R AR

You reap what you sow

luxury of an unsustainable crop-
ping pattern, which is in direct con-
flict with its agro-climatic zones.
India simply doesn’t have the luxu-
ry of sowing water-intensive crops
in water-scarce areas, and regions

_thatare beingirrigated by stored

water in dams. Such a practice is, in
thelonger run, counterproductive.
Farming, as mandated by the nat-
ure of agro-climatic zones, would
also mean that an effective price
mechanism and market support
structure will have to be erected;
dependence onrice and wheat in
our publicdistribution system
(PDS) will have to end; and procure-
ment will have to be local for PDS,
the Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS), and midday meal

programmes. Only such procure-

- ment willsustain the change in the
croppingsystem in themedium
run, stabilising the farming system.

India has a complex web of agro-cli-

maticzones. Each zone has its sub-
climate and precipitation level. This
complexity has to be taken on board
when a cropping pattern is planned,
with the cultivators as its primary

= stakeholders and adequate support
s system inprices guaranteed.

Inthe longer timeframe, agro-bas-
ed processing industries will have to
come up in its diversity, which will
create enough employment oppor-
tunities for the throwback that is
- going to come back on land, due to
the global lack of demand for manu-
factured goods.

The time has now come for the
‘Green Revolution’, ridingon a
water-intensive crop regime that
drove the ‘growth paradigm’ inag-
riculture, to give way to a sustain-
able and durable agrarian system
that will ensure generational food
security for the country. The alter-
native scenario is simply too scary
to contemplate.

Thewriter is director; School of
Humanities and Social Sciences,
Shiv Nadar University,

Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh
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GSI to assess landslide

threat (around

Vijay MoHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 24
Faced with increasing freak
weather events and large-
scale deforestation in the
region, the Bhakra Beas
Management Board
(BBMB) has asked the Geo-
logical Survey of India (GSI)
to carry out landslide assess-
ment studies on the periph-
ery of the Bhakra Dam and
its massive reservoir,

“We have held prelimi-
nary discussions with GSI
officials in this regard and
they have expressed their
willingness to take up the
project. We expect to for-
malise an agreement in the
near future and work out
modalities to execute the
project,” a senior BBMB
official said.

Landslides can be trig-
gered by earthquakes of
weather events such as
cloudbursts ' or torrential
rains. The Gobind Sagar, as

the dam’s reservoir is -

known, is spread across the
districts of Bilaspur and
Una in Himachal Pradesh
which fall in seismic zones
with highest vulnerability.
The 90-km reservoir is
spread over 168 sq km area

and at many places is sur-

rounded by steep slopes
Landslides are defined
as the mass movement of
dislodged rock, debris or
earth down a slope under
the influence of gravity.
The regions around the

~ river or

Bhakra

Gobind Sagar are identi-
fied as landslide-prone
areas of Bilaspur.

As per the landslide haz-
ard zonation atlas of India,
216 sq km area of Bilaspur
district falls under severe to
very high risk landslide cat-
egory and another 842 sq km
under high risk category.

“At times, prolonged rain-
fall causes landslides that
block the flow of water in a
its tributaries,
which not only adversely
affect human settlements
but also impact the inflow
of water into the river and
increase the quantum of silt
that is brought into the
reservoir,” the official said.
Silt inflow is also a cause for
concern as over the years it
has reduced the reservoir’s
storage capacity. ;

“In the recent past, we
have witnessed frequent
weather events that have
drastically increased
inflows in a very short time.
With heavy deforestation,
many slopes have become
increasingly prone to ero-
sion or landslides,” he
added. Numerous rivulets
emptying into the Sutlej or
flowing directly into the
reservoir are particularly
vulnerable pomts

THE TIMES of. InDIR -5 //- /Y
Piped-water scheme
to be Aadhaar-linked

10- oo

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com
Y
New Delhi: The govern-
ment will link the Aadhaar
number of the head of the
household for each function-
al tap water connection un-
der the Jal Jeevan Mission.
According to an official
document of the Jal Shakti
ministry, which is imple-
menting the ambitious pro-
gramme of providing tap wa-
ter connection toeveryhouse-
hold (‘har ghar nal se jal’) in
less than five years, the Aad-
haarlink will be donefor “tar-
geted delivery and monitor-
ingof specific outcomes”.
“This will b@ subject to
statutory prov131ons We are

working on the operational
guidelines, which will be out
in the next week or 10 days.

Things are being worked out *

including whether people
can be allowed to upload de-
tails on to the web portal,” a
ministry officialsaid.
All assets created under
themission will be geo-tagged
for better monitoring. The
government has approved Rs
3.6 lakh crore for this massive
scheme. While the Centreand
majority of states will have
50:50 sharing of costs, this
will be 90:10 for Uttarakhand,

‘Himachal Pradesh and north-

eastern states and in the case
of UTs, the Centre will bear
theentire ecost. X
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Guvs, L-Gs are most important link
between/ Centre, states: President

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24
President Ram Nath Kovind

|

points in which Governors

can play a facilitating role.
President Kovind said dis-

cussions held by Governors

today said it was the fundamen- and Lt Governors proved to
tal duty of every citizen to pro- be a fruitful exercise. The
tect mnatural environment, participation of Ministries
including water resources like and NITI Aayog has helped
forest, lakes and rivers, and in making these discussions
reminded that continuously focused and actionable.

striving for excellence in all He said on November 26,
areas forthe country’s progress which is the 70th anniversary

was also a constitutional duty.
In his concluding address at

the two-day conference of

Governors here, President

President Ram Nath Kovind with PM Narendra Modi and Home

Minister Amit Shah at the Governors’ conference in New Delhi. pTi

of the Constitution, a cam-
paign would be launched to
create awareness on funda-
mental duties among citizens.

Kovind said individual and at Rashtrapati Bhavan today Groups of Governors,divid-  The President said the post of
collective efforts forexcellence  laying emphasis ontribalwel- ed in five sub-groups to dis- Governor was the most
in the areas of higher educa- fare taking keen interest in cuss tribal welfare, water, important link in the federal
tion, agriculture, inclusive issues related to tribals with ~ agriculture, higher education  system. “Governors have a
growthand governancewould  policies tailored according to  and ease of living, submitted  rolein ensuring better coordi-
giveimpetustopublicwelfare.  local needs to uplift the com-  their reports on these issues  nation between the Centre
munity, a release said. and states,” he added.

The two-day exercise ended and identified actionable

THE TRIBUNP

Canal water pollution .7 " :

Health, productivity main concerns q- %9

UNJAB, the land of the five rivers, known for its extensive net-
" work of canals that helps it subsist as the food bowl of the coun-
try, is witnessing the declining purity of its waters. Toxic water
with a foul smell is reported to be flowing through the Kotla branch
canal in Sangrur district, triggering health concerns. Villagers claim
that waste continues to be discharged into the canal. They are especial-
ly worried as the water is used for farming. The excessive use of fertilis-
Uers and insecticides has already led to the contamination of groundwa-
““ter, a probable reason behind the high incidence of cancer in some
districts. Earlier, dead fish were found floating in canals, apparently
due to toxicity and the declining level of oxygen in the water.
The waters of Gung and Indira Gandhi canals, distributaries of
the Sutlej that flow into Rajasthan, have not been deemed fit for
. consumption earlier too, because of the discharge of toxic effluents
into the river near Ludhiana. As the Sutlej crosses Ludhiana, the
waste pumped into it through the Budha Nullah and the pollution
have caused concern in south-west Malwa as the river waters are
used to meet the drinking needs of about 15 districts. The polluted
waters from the Sutlej and Beas that enter Rajasthan through the
Indira Gandhi Canal affect eight districts in west Rajasthan. The
use of canal water for bathing, washing clothes and disposal of
sewage is prohibited, still the practice goes on. The National Green
_ Tribunal (NGT) appointed a committee to monitor pollution in the
- Sutlej and Beas rivers and slapped a fine of Rs 50 crore on Punjab
last year for failing to keep its rivers clean, but the move does not
seem to have had much effect. There are demands for common
- effluent treatment plants to treat waste water, using it only for
industrial purposes and not mixing it with drinking water.
It’s time the state government realised that blatant disregard for
the elixir of life will harm the health and productivity of its people
and took corrective steps to stem the rot. :
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- Arunachal officer solves
water crisis in village

SUMIR KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI, DHNS -

oi village situated atop
Wy 2000 feet in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Lower Siang

district no longer faces drink-
ing water crisis or irrigation
problem during wintersunlike
mostvillagesin the hilly state.
The situation was grave 10
years ago, when young Egam
Basar was posted as a horti-
culture officer at Basar, atown
situated closetothevillage, in-
habited by peoplebelonging to
Galo tribe. “Water crisis badly
hampered orange cultivation,
which is still a source of liveli-
hood for many, The streams
thatflowedintothethreerivers
were drying up. It was due to
rampant deforestation caused
by jhum cultivation in Gori vil-
lage situated a little up on the
hills, inwhichvillagers cutand
burnt the jungles. Farmers in
Gorivillagedidnotacceptthat
their traditional farming prac-
tice caused severe water crisis
in Soi village. It was painful

for me as I saw how the three
rivers namely Kidi, Hie and
Bambhile flowed well even dur-
ingwinterswhenIwasa child.
Weusedtoswimand catchfish
during winters then. Rainwa-
ter harvesting and restoration
ofthe forestsinthe catchment
areas in Gori was the only and
best solution,” Egam, now 43,
told DH over phone from Ba-
sar. ;
The journey, however, was
not as easy he assumed. The
villagers at Gori did not agree
to give up jhum or allow him
to dig pits in their farmland
for harvesting rainwater on
the hills. “I discussed with my
family and decided to provide
the villagers an alternative
plot to cultivate. Most of them
agreed. But there was fund a
constraint to dig the pits. I re-
quested my wife, who is also a
government official,torunthe
family and I decided to spend
my salary to restore the forest
and dig pits. She agreed,” he
said. At least 15 pits were dug

in 2011 for rainwater harvest- village.

ing. “Postive changes were
observed soon as water re-
serve in the catchment areas
helpedrestore thestreams. As
jungle cutting was completely
stopped, by 2014 wild animals
like deer and bears started fre-
quenting thearea forwater. As
about 27 hectaresofforestarea
wasrestored, I planted atleast
13species of fruit-bearing trees
for the animals. By 2015, I suc-
ceeded to have a nursery and
by 2017 I managed to dig 200
pitswiththe help of mynephew
and friends,” said Egam, who
now heads the Horticulture
Research and Development
Institute at Itanagar, the state
capital. .

“Things have dramatically
improvedsince 2017 onwards.
Now there is sufficient water
in our streams and rivers for
drinking and irrigation pur-
poses. But it was very tough
earlier—villagershad tostrug-
gle a lot to fetch water,” said

Henken Basar, the gaonbu-
rah (village headman) of Soi
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drivetocollectsamples:

DJB teamsto coIIectwatersampIes fromacross Delhifortestinginabid to counterBIS report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI 23 NOVEMBER

he Delhi govern-
ment's Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) today began its
exercise to collect
water samples from across the
city for testing in a bid to
counter a Bureau of India
Standards

(BIS) report that said Delhi's
water was unsafe for drink-
ing..

. “A total of 3,000 samples,
five from each ward, will be
collected and tested as per the
established norms and stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOPs),” DJB vice chairman
Dinesh Mohaniya had report-
edly said yesterday.

‘The drive will counter
the false propaganda being
spread through a fake survey,”
he had said.

DJB teams began collect-
ing water samples today for
testing from across the nation-
al capital, with Mohaniya

Dinesh Mohaniya

himself going to start col-
lecting water samples from
DDA flats at Madangir in
presence of media persons.

The DJB vice chairman

has maintained that a water
sample collection drive will
be undertaken by the DJB to
ensure thatevery Delhi house
gets clean drinkable water.

The DJBis entrusted with
thejob tolaywater and sewer
lines in unauthorised and
regularised colonies along
with providing clean and
potable water drinking water
to entire Delhi.

The BJP-ruled Centre
and the AAP-led Delhi gov-
ernment have been trading
allegations and counter-
allegations since Union con-
sumer affairs minister Ram
Vilas Paswan released a BIS
report on 16 November
which stated that water
samples collected from 11
places in Delhi failed qual-
ity tests on 19 parameters.
The BIS comes under the
Union consumer affairs
ministry.

Rejecting the BIS report,
the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment has claimed that the
samples from 8 out of 9
places in Delhi that figured
in the BIS report were found
fit for drinking in a second
analysis.

The AAP dispensation
has also charged hat the
BISreportwas “fabricated”
to benefit manufacturers
of reverse osmosis (RO)
purifiers.

Kejriwal and Paswan have
also locked horns over the
Delhi water row arising out
of the BIS report. The AAP
has demanded Paswan's
resignation for releasing a
"fabricated" report, while the
latter has accused Kejriwal
of playing politics on the cru-
cial'issue of safe drinking
water.

Kejriwal however said
yesterday that "I don't want
to do politics over the water
issue. The BJP and the Cen-
tre have nothing to do with
the city's water, and they are
just doing dirty politics.
Through media, I justwant .
torequest thatif thereis any
complaint about dirty water
being supplied anywhere,
the Delhi government will
address it.”
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- Waterwars \

“Yhe unseemly squabbhng over the nanonal ;
- cap;talsdrmkmgwater standards has its.ori-
_’ gin in a survey by the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards that said tap water in Delhi is the most unsafe
among 21 state capitals; and its ratiﬂnake in the
lyelectiens, sIated for early nex y
t

m{%ﬁf ) y Union Consumer
Aff&irs Mimster"Ram Vilas Paswa;n éﬁ;d The next
day posters sprung up all over the Capltal saymg“
the Aam Aadmi Party government was “poisoning”
its residents with toxic water. Delhi MPs Harsh
Vardhan and Manoj Tiwari of the BJP also weighed
in on the issue leading to an angry rebuttal by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal who termed the sur-.
vey false and politically motivated. Water has now
been added to the list of poll issues that the BJP
and AAP are crossing swords on, the others being
pollution and unauthorised colonies. In the war of
words between Kejriwal and Paswan, charges and
counter-charges are being flung around, including
the allegation that a Lok Janshakti Party worker col-
lected water samples for the survey and a demand
for the Union minister’s resignation. Whatever the
merit of these claims, the timing of the survey is
certainly questionable. What is more jarring is that
- an issue of such immense public interest has been
reduced to a political slugfest. The basic rights of
Delhi's citizens are being trifled with as pohtlcal
‘rivals battle it out. Nobody in the Capltal is any
wiser on the quality of drinking water in the city as
wents in the Centre and state come out with
daictm'y statistics. The BIS survey pointed to
the abysmal quality of tap water in Kolkata and
Chennai too, but it has not turned into a raging
controversy there like it has in Delhi.
No doubt the issue has come in handy for
AAP's rivals who have an uphill task dethroning the
party from the seat of power in Delhi given its ster-
ling record on education and health care. Delhi’s
ruling party’s propensity for sops such as free water
and electricity for those who consume the basic
minimum and free bus travel for women will also
- stand it in good stead come election season. Regu-
larisation of unauthorised colonies is no doubt a
decision taken by the Central government but the
Kejriwal government has cleverly framed the nar-
rative to suggest that it was the AAP’s pressure that
forced the Modi government to act in that direc-
tion. Water, on the other hand, is a credible poll
issue that will resonate with the nearly two crore
population of Delhi. It has overtaken pollution as
an electoral gambit for purely pragmatic reasons
as the latter may not be a subject that can be sus-
tained till early next year when the Assembly elec-
~ tionis hkely to be held.
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ur tests prove water

in Delhi is safe, says DJB

REPORT ON SAMPLES FROM BIS LOCATIONS

DJB tests water of 9 locations, from where BIS
from two locations — Ram Vilas Paswan's

D

' Apartments: Fit for Drinking +'
KRISHI BHAWAN «

ANIL KUMAR | Mandoli Extension

ANJU | Ashok Nagar
POOJA SHARMA | Burari v/
REKHA DEVI | Mukundpur +

ILLYAS | Nand Nagri (Seemapuri) v’
BHAGWAN DEEN | Janta Vihar

| GEETA DEVI | Janta Vihar Biologically not
satisfactory as residual chlorine not found

» Delhi gm)t to issue public notice for water testing across
 Delhi, in jwhich common people will be allowed to participate

DEEPAK KUMAR RAJ | Siddhi Vinayak

had collected samples. Samples couldn’t be lifted
residence at 12 Janpath and locked house in Sonia Vihar

» DJB says BIS can
join if it wants to

Paras.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board
declared on Friday thatitsown
testing of water samples col-
lected from nine locations that
figure in the controversial BIS
report has proved that the wa-
ter in these areas is fit for hu-
man consumption. Samples
could not be collected from two
locations while one sample fai-
led tomeet oneof the31quality
parameters, said DJB vice-
chairman Dinesh Mohaniya,
presenting detailed findingsof |
the tests conducted by three:
DJB laboratories. “These re-
sults completely contradict
the earlier findings of Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS). BIS
had earlier collected samples
in violation of the standard
procedure,” hesaid. |

. The Centre and state go-
vernment have been sparring
over the BISreport which cla-
imed that all 11 samples lifted
from Delhi had failed to meet
19quality parameters. Consu-
mer affairs minister Ram Vi-
las Paswan had declared that
Delhi’s water was not fit for
drinking. Thereporthadran-
ked Delhi as the worst perfor-
ming state in water quality.

Mohaniya explained that

DJB couldn’t take samples
from Paswan’s house at Jan-
path while the house of one
Vinod Kumar from Sonia Vi-

har was found locked. “Out of
the nine samples collected,
eight — including one from
Krishi Bhawan — was found
fitfor drinking. Only one sam-
ple taken from Geeta Devi’s
house at Janta Vihar was fo-
und biologically not satisfac-
tory due to inadequate residu-
alchlorinelevels”, hesaid.
The tests were conducted
on 31 parameters in three dif-
ferent labs. “Usually the tests

The Centre and Delhi
government have been
sparring over the BIS
report, which claimed
that 11 samples lifted
from Delhi had failed to
meet 19 parameters.
The consumer affairs
minister had declared
that the city’s water was
not fit for drinking

are conducted on 29 parame-
ters. Since our labs arehighly
equipped, we added two more
advanced parameters. The
new results prove serious
procedural lapses in the pro-
cess followed by BIS,” said
Mohaniya.Inthenext10days,
DJB will now issue public no-
tices before carrying out qua-
lity check tests in a specific

area and ask people and me-
diatojoin. ;
Asked whether there is a
joint mechanism for testing
will be worked out with BIS,
Mohaniya said he had writ-
ten to the ministry to fix the
details but received no re-
sponse. “Even BIS officials
can participate in the collec-
tion process if they want to.
BISistryingtosavefaceasits
credibility has been eroded,”
he said. DJB has released de-
tailed reports on the prescri-
bed levels of 31 parameters
and the values obtained from
all nine samples after DJB’s
testing, said Mohaniya, poin-
ting out that the BIS report
had no such details.
Mohaniyaalleged that this
was a malicious campaign by
BIS for favouring RO compa-
nies before the Supreme Co-
urt hearing on an NGT order
that had asked for a ban on
ROs in areas which had TDS
levels below 500mg/L. “Water
Quality India Association, re-
presenting RO manufactu-
rers, while challenging the
NGT's order in Supreme Co-
urt on Friday, quoted the data
released by BIS on water qua-
lity in Delhi. It is a very
strange coincidence. Supre-
me Courtupheld the NGT ver-
dict,” he added. The Supreme
Court verdict had vindicated
their position, he said.
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Damv-hit families to get
solatium for Crop loss .0

STAFF REPORTER
BHOPAL
Families affected by the Sar-
_dar Sarovar Dam called off
their sit-in here on Thursday
night, following a string of
assurances by Surendra
Singh Baghel, Madhya Pra-
desh Tourism and Narmada
Valley Development Minis-
ter, and senior bureaucrats.
Damaged crops will be
compensated: for, relief

camps will be set up in Ali- -

rajpur district and bridges

and roads will be built to

reach swathes cut off from
the mainland, the govern-
ment has said. Narmada Ba-

[GERCT)

Medha Patkar at a meeting
with officials regarding the

Sardar Sarovar project. would be sent to gram sami- |
tis as well,” he said. “By No-
chao Andolan’s leader Med- vember end, all the eligible

ha Patkar and members held
discussions with bureau-
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crats from the Revenue,
Agriculture and Law Depart-
ments and the Narmada Val-
ley Development Authority
(NVDA) from November 16
to 20. :
NVDA Commissioner Pa-

wan Kumar Sharma said that

a resurvey using satellite
imaging had begun. A plan
for the construction of roads
and bridges would be
chalked out. “For the sake of
transparency, the proposal

families will be given com-
pensation.”

THE TRIBONF-93. ). Q9
‘Smellywater spooks

vﬂlagers in San

FROM PAGE 1

water may cause serious health
issues among area residents.
“Excessive use of pesticide has

" already polluted Punjab’s

groundwater, causing serious
ailments among people. The
release of toxic waste into the
‘canal will aggravate the situa-
tion 8s the water is being used
in farmmg ” says Bhajan
Smgh, another leader.
Harpinderjeet Singh, XEN,
canal department, Sangrur,
said they had. ined the
entire stretch from Manpur in
Ropar district, from where
their jurisdiction begins, but
hadn’t found discharge of
waste into the canal. “We have
received complaints about
blackish water in the canal
and taken up the matter with
our seniors.”

Black water in §angrur canal.

‘NO WASTE DISCHARGE
SOURCE FOUND’

We have examined the
entire stretch from Manpur
in Ropar district, but
haven't found discharge of
waste into the canal.
Harpinderjeet Singh, XEN, CANAL DEPT, SANGRUR
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