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Monsoon _
Watch

“Total rainfall across Indiaiin "

Itis likely to
cover more parts

Chhattisgarh, MP and
UP in next few days

Thunder

The monsoon has ggined
momentum to quickly

~ cover half the country
after a shaky start

of Maharashtra,

Monsoconrainin
southern India

has been above
average for three
consecutive days
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Rains covers halfof India,
toaccelerate crop SOWINgG

5
REUTERS
Mumbai, 24June %S/?

Annual monsoon has covered
nearly half of the country and
conditions are favourable for
further advancement into the
central and western parts this
week, a weather department
official said on Monday.

The monsoon’s progress
will help farmers to accelerate
sowing of summer-sown crops,
which has been lagging. “Inthe
last three days, monsoon has
gained momentum. It has cov-
ered the entire southern and
eastern India,” said an official at
the India Meteorological
Department. Conditions are
favourable for  further
advancement of monsoon into
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat,
the official said.

“The rainfall deficit has
come down to 38 per cent, from
last week's 44 per cent. By the
end of the month, it would be
much lower,” the official said.

Monsoons deliver about
70 per cent of India’s annual
rainfall and are the lifeblood of
its $2.5-trillion economy,
spurring farm output and
boosting rural spending on
itemsranging from gold to cars,
motorcycles and refrigerators.

Sowing of summer-sown
crops such as cotton, rice, soy-
bean, corn and pulses has been
delayed by a fortnight, but
could accelerate in coming
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= Stalled monsoon accelerates quickly in central India

® To cover key western, central states this week

® Summer crop sowing down 12.5% than normal

® Rainfall deficit narrows to 38%, from 44% last week

weeks due to the recent spell of
rainfall, said Harish Galipelli,
head of commodities and cur-
rencies at Inditrade Derivatives
& Commodities in Mumbai.
Farmers have planted sum-
mer-sown crops on 9.1 million
hectares as on June 21,
down 12.5 per cent, compared
with the same period a year
ago, according to provisional
data from the ministry of agri-
culture. Cotton sowing was
down 12 per cent, while soy-

bean planting has lagged by
57 per cent during the period.
“The sowing delay wont impact
on yields if we get good rain-
fall in the next two months,”
Galipelli said.

India is the world's biggest
exporter of rice and to
importer of edible oils, A drop
in oilseeds and rice productiop
due to poor monsoon could
lead to lower rice exports anq

lift the country’simports ;
ble oil, dealers said. oted-
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Govt hassanctioned 298 projects under clean Ganga drive: Govt

PTI

NEW BEi1RI 24 JUNE
The Clean Ganga drive is a
continuous process and the
governmenthas sanctioned
298 projects of over Rs 28,000
crore under the plan, the
Rajya Sabha was informed on
Monday.

Minister for Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
said during the question
hour that the Government has
taken up various interven-
'tions to ensure cleaning of
the river at the earliest in a
'sustainable manner.

He said 98 projects have
been made operational while
remaining are at different
stages of implementation.

The Minister said the ini-
tiatives include 100 per cent
funding under central sec-
tor scheme and dedicated

allocation to ensure ade-.
This includes pollution

§1- 12

quate finances to take up
comprehensive interven-
tions.

He said 150 Sewerage

- infrastructure projects have

been taken up with a sanc-
tioned cost of Rs 23,130.95
crore for creation of new
sewage treatment capacity
0f3729.92 MLD, rehabilita-
tion 0f1114.39 MLD sewage
treatment capacity and lay-
ing of around 4972.35 KM
sewerage network. ;

As on May 2019, he said,
43 of these projects have
been completed resulting
in creation 0of 575.84 MLD of
Sewage Treatment capacity
and laying of 2645.6 KM
sewage network. 2

"Cleaning of river is a
continuous process and the
Government of India is sup-
plementing the efforts of
the State Governments in
addressing the challenges

of pollution of river Ganga
by providing financial and
technical assistance,” he
said. ¥ :

Shekhawat said the
'Namami Gange' program-
mme is an integrated umbrel-
la programme to ensure
effective abatement of pol-
lution and conservation of
river Ganga by adopting a
river basin approach for
comprehensive planning
and management. ,

This integrated mission
has been provided with an
overall allocation of Rs 20,000
crore for the period from FY
2014-15 ‘till december 31,
2020, he told the members.

The minister further
informed that under Nama-
mi Gange Programme,
diverse set of interventions
for cleaning and rejuvenation
of river Ganga have been -
taken up.

ganga, Kali, Gomti, Saryu,

abatementactivities includ-
ing sewage management,
industrial effluent manage-
ment, solid waste manage-
ment, River Front Manage-
ment, Aviral Dhara, Rural
Sanitation, Afforestation,
Biodiversity Conservation
and Public Participation.
"So far, a total of 298 projects
have been sanctioned at an.
estimated cost of Rs.28,451.22
crore, gut of which 98 pro-
jects have been completed
and made operational; rest
of the projects are at v,ariou§ 7
stages of implementation;"
he said. '

"The minister also said
that effective interventions,
under the basin-approach,
have been made for pollu-
tion abatement efforts for var-
ious polluted stretches of
the key tributaries of river
Ganga such as Yamuna, Ram-

Gandak and Ghaghara.

He said all 4465 Ganga vil-
lages have been made Open
Defecation Free (ODF) and
recycling and reuse of treat-
ed waste water is being pro-
moted. The Minister said
among other steps taken
include river surface clean-
ing activities through trash
skimmers and projects for
cleaningof ghats,.. "«

The minister said work on

- 103 ghats and 29-cremato-
ria have been completed
and environmental flows
have been notified on Octo-

" ber 9, 2018, mandating a
minimum level of flow for
Ganga in Uttarakhand and
upto Unnao in Uttar Pradesh.

The minister said the
cleaning of River Ganga was

_ experienced by pilgrims dur-
ing the Ardh Kumbh in Praya-
graja.

b ¢ %,
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As monsoon gathers momentum,
farmers advised to SOW Crops .o

 NEWDELHI: The progress of the
monsoon is likely to slow down
later this week beforeit picks up
againaroundJuly 1, privatefore-
caster Skymet Weather said on
Monday, a day after the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) made a similar forecast.

The monsoon has progressed
inthe past three tofourdays,and
agood rainfall is expected in the
next48hours.

Skymet has recommended
that sowing of crops should be
taken up in central, south and
east India before there is a dry
phaseagain.

According to IMD, monsoon
has advanced to some parts of
central Arabian Sea, Konkan,
most parts of central Maharash-
tra, parts of Marathwada and
Vidarbha, some partsof Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, UP
and Uttarakhand. Thereisa37%
deficiency inmonsoonrain com-
pared to long period average
(LPA) ason June 24. LPA isthe
averagerainfallreceived across
the country asawholeduringthe

southwest monsoon, fora50-year :

period.

IMD scientists had said on
Sunday thatmonsoon waslikely
to weaken in the absence of any
weather system totake themon-
sooncirculation further, tillalow
pressure system develops
aroundJuly 1.

“There is forecast for good
rains in the next 48 hours in
Maharashtra, MP, Karnataka
but after that rain intensity will
godownover Kerala, Southinte-
rior Karnataka, eastern UP,
Bihar, Jharkhand and Chhattis-
garh. Rainfall will be subdued
over most parts of northwest
Indiaalso. Thisisbecausethereis
no significant weather activity
like a low pressure system or a
cyclonic circulation which will
helpadvancement ofmonsoon,”
said Mahesh Palawat, vice-presi-
dent, (meteorology and climate
change) at Skymet Weather.

“As the moist winds from the
Arabian Seaand the Bay of Ben-
gal are penetrating Central and
Northwest India, the soil mois-
ture contentislikely toimprove
further. However, the overall
performance of Monsoon has
beenverylacklustre...,” Skymet
Weather’s statement said. .

):“V : A y \ \\
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= People stan in qeues to fill vessels with drinking water from a tanker in Chenn

House discusses ways
to resolve water crisis

HT Correspondent
» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Parliament members
on Monday suggested interven-
tions such asinterlinking of riv-
ersand rainwater harvestingto
deal with the water crisis affect-
inglarge parts of the country.

According to India Meteoro-
logical Department’s latest
data, over halfof Indiaisfacing
drought-like conditions. Mil-
lions are struggling for drinking
water as lakes have dried up.
Groundwater levels, too, are
depleting amid a sluggish mon-
soon thathasimpacted the sow-
ing of key summer crops over
the past two weeks.

In Rajya Sabha, the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)'s
Satyanarayan Jatiya high-
lighted grave water crisis in
parts of Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra and
Karnataka. Hesald the problem
is now being reported from
otherareas as well. .

Jatiyasuggested that five big
river interlinking projects be

,taken up on a priority basis in

north, south, east and central
India to provide water to the
regions facing the deficiency.
He said the newly-created Jal
Shakti ministry should focuson
policies that address concerns
about water and river linking.

Jatiya’s party colleague,
Ashok Bajpai, cited a report of
government think tank, NITI
Aayog, about a possible water
crisis in parts of the country
next year as well.

He referred to Chennai’s
water crisis and how sources of
water have dried up in Tamil
Nadu.

Another BJP lawmaker,
Saroj Pandey, underlined the
need for creating publicaware-
ness about the merits of rainwa-
ter harvesting sothat monsoon
rain can be used torecharge the
groundwater table.

Rajya Sabha chairman, M
Venkaiah Naidu, said the issue
of water crisis isimportantand
thatheiswillingtoallowashort
discussion on it if a notice is
given. He advised members to
consult among themselves
before giving such anotice.

ey
ai, Tamil Nadu, on

APFILE

EPS approaches
PM over Mekedatu

dam clearance

CHENNAI/BENGALURU:  Strongly
objecting toneighbouring Karna-
taka approaching the Centre to
secureenvironmental clearance
for the Mekedatu reservoir and
drinking water project across the
river Cauvery, Tamil Nadu chief
minister Edappadi K Palanis-
wami (EPS) on Monday sought
the Prime Minister’s interven-
tiontorejectthesameasit would
bedetrimental to the deltafarm-
ersofthestate.

This followed Union Minister
for Environment and Forests &
Climate Change DV Sadananda
Gowda stating that his ministry
would grant thenecessary clear-
ance for the controversial
project. With political parties in
Tamil Naduupinarms,accusing
the AIADMK government of
beingsilent, EPShasdispatched
asemiofficial letter to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

EPS'’ letter came after a letter
written by authoritiesin Karna-
taka seeking environmental
clearance from the MoEF cameto
light on Monday. HTC
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Early showers bring relief
to parched Marathwada *”*

However, deficit will persist till end of June; rain hits communication in remote hamlets

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE

PUNE

Heavy showers lashed sever-
al parts of Maharashtra on
Monday, bringing relief to
the arid and drought-hit Ma-
rathawada region.

“Except for Mumbai city
and a few isolated areas in
north Maharashtra like Ma-
legaon, the monsoon has
covered around 92-93% of
the State. While the yawn-
ing rainfall deficit will per-
sist till the end of June, we
are hoping that good rainfall
in July and August will make
it up,” said Dr. Anupam
Kashyapi, Head, Weather &
Air Pollution Monitoring
Unit, India Meteorological
Department.

Districts like Jalna, Auran-
gabad and especially parts
of Beed were pummelled by
heavy showers as the rain
threw communication and
public life awry in remote
hamlets and villages. -

Two alternative bridge
connecting Kej and Kalamb
in Beed were washed away
in the first downpour itself,

owing to incessant rain.

since Saturday.
Kolhapur, Sangli , Satara
and Ahmednagar, which
have been receiving show-
ers since late Saturday, con-

Welcome relief: With the arrival of monsoon showers, farmers get busy with sowing activity at

afield in Hingana near Nagpur on Monday. «s subarsHan

tinued to witness heavy

bouts of rainfall on Monday.

The Vidarbha region, in-
cluding Bhandara, Nagpur,
Yavatmal and Amravati wit-
nessed intermittent rainfall
which varied in intensity
from place to place. Exces-
sive rains, coupled with
strong gusts of wind, des-
troyed more than a hundred

houses in the backwater

tehsils of Amravati, said
authorities. '

IMD authorities said that

the region would continue -
‘to receive scattered rainfall

till June 27.

Pune city, reeling under
the onslaught of heat and
humidity, continued to re-
ceive light to moderate
showers on Monday.

“The season’s total for
Pune [since June 1] has been
a mere 42.4 mm rain as op-
posed to the normal pre-
monsoon showers which is

supposed to be 103.2 mm,”
said Dr. Kashyapi.

Likewise, the . rain-sha-
dow Marathwada region
had only received 44.6 mm
rain in pre-monsoon show-
ers as opposed to the nor-
mal of 108.3 mm, leading to
a deficit of more than 59%,

. while the Vidarbha region

had received a sparse 23.2
mm as opposed to the nor-
mal of 105.6 mm rain, caus-
ing a 78% deficit in rainfall.
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Four from India in top 20
water vulnerable megacities

A Study Of 400 Cities With Over 10 Million People Revealed That The Top
20 Comprised Those With High Scarcity And Those That Saw Floods

Times News Network | ( L‘;ﬁ

fered floods doesn’t mean

you have water. Ask Chen-

i where 11 million are going
without water:

Chennai's severe water cri-
sis this year is “one step worse"”
than Cape Town'’s in 2018 —
where reservoirs dropped to
dangerously low levels, be-
cause emergency measures
had to be taken to ensure even
basic drinking water for resi-
dents, says Alexis Morgan, lead
at WWF's Global Water Stew-
ardship. Morgan says, “What
is perhaps even more perverse
is that mere years ago, Chennai
was exposed to devastating
floods and experienced some of

- the wettest conditions in many
years resulting in some 1.8 mil-
lion people being displaced, the
loss of over 500 lives, and eco-
nomic damage over $3 billion.

J ust because your city suf-
a

From too wet to too dry ina *

matter of four years.”

Chennai’s situation though
is “unsurprising”, Morgan
says. In an evaluation of 400
cities globally in 2018 with fo-
cus on megacities facing high
combined levels of water scar-
city — recent and projected
drought, Chennai emerged in
top position as the city facing
the most severe water scarcity
and drought. There are four
Indian cities in the top 20 meg-
acities with populations above
10 million. Chennai aside, Kol-
kata ranks at number 2, Mum-
bai at 11 and Delhi at 15. The
study drew on The Nature Con-
servancy’s ‘Urban Water Blue-
print’ and used WWE's ‘Water
Risk Filter’, global water man-
agement initiatives.

Large cities, mostly located
along banks of largerivers, are
vulnerable because for the
most part, the river-systems
are “vastly over-allocated and
mismanaged”, Morgan notes.
Drought to flooding are the
“front edge of climate change".
Add to that the loss of wet-
lands, especially in a city such
as Kolkata, and the looming
crisis of floods and depleting
water sources are evident. The
world has lost 35% of its wet-
lands since 1970 and is losing
them three times faster than
forests, reports have noted.

Wetlands are key. Over half

1.0
Water Risk Filter
Very Low
Risk

SCARCITY & ,
DROUGHTRISK.

Los Angeles ' i
Circle sizes ' ’
proportional to 17
city population

30 million
10 million

MAKE INDIA

WA

of Kolkata's waste water once
drained into the East Kolkata
Wetlands without any need to
treat the sewage. But as the
wetlands shrink, the city, activ-
ists have time and again cited,
loses its natural waste water
tank, and in the absence of
enough sewage treatment
plants, the waste water goes
straight into the river. A Ram-
sar protected site, the EKW was
such an efficient system of

14 18
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CHENNAI LEADS 400 CITIES ON WATER RISK

On the map, the top 20 megacities that face water risk, drought as per a WWF assessement
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Make Indla Water Posltive

Readers, pledge to save water at
waterpositive.timesofindia.com and share your water

conservation story at:

FB: #bewaterpositive | Twitter @bewaterpositive

Companies, share your water conservation story on

to participate in the Make

India Water Positive Challenge 2019

canals and ponds that treated
the city’s waste water that the
sewage treatment plants were
not sanctioned here under the
Ganga Action Plan.

EKW was described as a
“rare example of environmen-
tal protection and development
management” by the Ramsar
Convention, but such is the de-
gree of encroachment that the
National Green Tribunal on
May 30 directed fencing of the

site. The state may also have to
reply to why a 2011 order on not
issuing any further no-objec-
tion certificates for construc-
tion was revoked in 2017.
TOI's Water Positive cam-
paign is designed to motivate
companies to commit to water-
positivity and announce their
status as a socially responsible
brand. The campaign has in-
vited to pledge to water
positivity bhglobal standards
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Water crisis: |
DMK warns of ‘
‘Jail bharo’stir
across TN

PTI

CHENNAL, 24 )unE Sﬁ(z r)/@

Uppingthe anteagainst the
AIADMK government in
Tamil Nadu for “inefficient
handling” of thewaterscarcjz:.
ty in the state, DMK presj<
dent M K Stalin on Monday
led amassive protesthere and
lambasted ChiefMinister
Palaniswami for attempt-
ing to downplay the crisis.
'Yagams' (elaborate rit-
ualistic worships) that
AIADMK leaders are corix
-ducting are to save thets
positionsin the governmen€
and not to please the raiif’
gods, said Stalin, while also.
warning of a massive 'jail
bharo' stir if the govern-,
ment failed to solve the
state-wide water crisis. '
AIADMK leader D Jayakif:®
mar, however, asserted that™
the protest would get ng’
support from the people.”’
Joining the DMK workY!
ersatthe protest, Stalin dr4?
maticallyraised an empty pot !
and asked, “Kudam Ingd’
Kudineer Enge?” (Potisheré}’
whereis the drinkingwater)?*
“The government ha¥’
scarcity of funds, scheme§F
-jobs, industries, justice, la’\i‘f
.and order, nowinclude watét®
But Chief Minister K¢
Palaniswami, his deputy €/
Panneerselvam and Munic2'
ipal Administration Minis--
ter S P Velumani are not
bothered,” the DMK chiefsafi’
addressing a large group of"
his party cadres. Qi
" . “This is the situation it
Tamil Nadu. The state got
ermnment, whichis on the Cery*
tre's clutches, has not taken”
any initiative to avert such’
asituation,” he alleged. '
Terming the crisis a8"
avoidable, Stalin said, “Taf{”
not ready to argue that®
'yagams' are wrong. This is
not something which
occurred all of a sUdden.“l?"
ave been raising the issue
of plummeting water levels’
Inlakes in the assembly for
e last one year. But n¥’:
efforts were made.” 54

2w
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