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KRMB meeting
postponed to Sept 1

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The 14th meeting of the Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMB) has been
postponed to September 1
and will be held at Jala-
soudha at 11 am.,

The meeting, earlier
scheduled to be held on Au-
gust 27, will discuss an
agenda comprising 14 is-
sues, including gazette noti-
fication issued by the Cen-
tral government as well as
issues raised by Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh,

Reasons not clear

Board member secretary
DM Raipure on Tuesday
wrote to both the State gov-
ernments informing about
the postponement of the
meeting, However, the fac-
tors that led to the decision
are not clear, It may be re-
called that the Telangana

government on Monday
wrote to the KRMB for im-
plementing the provisions
of Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-I (KWDT-I) from
the current water year with-
out any further delay.

It had also pointed out
that Telangana had been re-
peatedly requesting the
KRMB to account water
drawn for domestic and
municipal water supply as
per the KWDT-I final order.
Only 20 per cent of water
drawn for domestic supply
should be measured as con-
sumptive use, according to
the officials.

The Telangana govern-
ment also urged the KRMB
to restrain the Andhra
Pradesh government from
executing the unauthorised
Veligonda project and
adding new components to
it which are intended to di-
vert water outside the Kr-
ishna basin,



AMARAVATI

Three cities from Andhra
Pradesh have been awarded
“Water Plus’ certification
out of a total of nine cities
across the country by the
Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs.

Andhra Pradesh is the
only State in the country to
have more than one “‘Water
Plus’ city, a statement issued
by the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice said.

“The certified municipal
corporations are Tirupati
Municipal Corporation, Vi-
jayawada Municipal Corpo-
ration, and Greater
Vishakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation,” it said. “As
per the existing protocols
prescribed by the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs, the Water plus certifi-
cation is the next step after
receiving Open Defecation
Free (ODF/ODF+ /ODF++)
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Three AP cities get ‘Water Plus’ tag

The certified municipal corporations are Tirupati Municipal Corporation, Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation, and Greater Vishakhapatnam Municipal Corporation. — File photo

status. A Municipal Corpo-
ration can be certified as
water plus provided the
treatment and management
of liquid waste from house-
holds, commercial estab-

lishment drains, sewers, etc.
is carried out at a satisfac-
tory level, before releasing
the treated wastewater to
the environment, and ade-
quate capacity of waste-

water /sewage treatment fa-
cilities should be main-
tained along with cost re-
covery through reuse and
recycling of treated waste-
water,” the CMO said. s
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Monsoon normal for
now, despite a ‘break’

By Abhishek Jha

Unless things change drastically, India is on course to having a normal

monsoon, which will recharge the country’s main water reservoirs just

enough, and ensure that the most important crops for the kharif
season have normal sowing. This is good news for agricultural
production and food prices. However, two major areas of concern
remain: intermittent dry patches this monsoon season that could
adversely affect crop yields; and regions which continue to suffer from
deficient rains or floods despite the national average rainfall being in

the normal zone.

1 Cumulative rainfall still in normal range

The June-September period is

considerad as the monsoon in India.
Curnulative monsoon rainfall as of 8:30am on
August 21 was 5.07% less than the Long Period
Average or LPA, according to the gridded rainfall
dataset of the India Meteorological Department
(IMD). A 5% deficit from LPA is considered to be
in the normal range. IMO defines the average of
rainfall in the 1961 to 2000 period as the LPA for
that interval. It considers less than 20%
deviation on either side of the LPA as normal; a
surplus of 20% or mare as excess; and a deficit
of 20% or more as deficient.

Although the cumulative rainfall continues to
bein the normal range, there have been
periods of prolonged dry patches. There was a
47% surphus in cumulative rainfall before a dry
patch from June 21 to July 11 - when daily
rainfall was lass than the LP4 on all days -
created a deficit of 3% in cumulative rain. After
a period of recovery that led to a 2% surplus on
Auqust 1, another 16-day dry patch from August
2 to August 17 created the cument 5% deficit.
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Past week's 3 1/3rd districts still
imited

recovery is |

Bath the June-July dry patch and this month's dry

patch had been caused by a “break phase” of

rainfall deficient

An analysis by districts shows that last week's recovery
in rainfall has not done much to fix deficient rainfallin
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maonsoon. This is a feature of the monsoon that causes
heavy rains along the foothills of the Himalayas but
leaves a major part of the country dry. There has been
some recovery from that phase last week. Daily
rainfall from August 18 to August 20 was more than
the LPA. However, this recovery was limited to Delhi,
districts in Western Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, and the north-east.
Most of narth-western India was dry last week,

ahout a third of India’s districts. Of the 614 Census (2011)
districts {with Delhi's districts merged as one} for which
this analysis is possible, 332 received deficient rainfall
last week (August 16-August 21), 139 got normal rainfall
and only 143 received excess, As a rasult, the number of
deficient districts in cumulative rainfall on August 21
was the same as on August 15: 194, The number of
districts with normal rainfall increased from 269 to 278
and those with excess rainfall decreased from 151 to 142
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Reservoir levels back to normal, but
regional differences remain

The storage in 130 main reservoirs of the country was only 1% below the last 10 years' average on August 19 latest
availatle data), according to the Central Water Commission (CWC), While this is good news, the 1% defidt is not as good as
the 21% surplus on July 29. Regional differences similarly continue to exist. 10 of 20 states for which this data is available
have a deficit compared ta the last 10 years' average. Nagaland, Himachal, Punjab and Gujarat have a deficit of 30% or
higher. On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have a surplus of aver 100%.
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5 Sowing levels normal, but yields might suffer

Overall, 9728% of the area sown normally in the SHARE OF NORMAL SOWING AREAS

kharif season has been covered by August 20
(latest available data). This is only 215 percentage points COVERED BY AUGUST 20
2020 M202) (in%)

lower than area covered in the same period last year. Rice
and arhar - the main cereal and pulse - and sugarcane are
even doser to or have surpassed last year's Sowing.Some  Ceragls: Al _31
impact of the break in monsoon on sawing can be seen in as
the coverage of cotton and oitseeds, where sowing is lower  Cereals: Rice e ———
than last year's levels although over 90% of it is complete. : 102
*However, given the erratic mansoon rainfall this season, Fules Al ———
crop yields could suffer, reducing the overall farm output A 105
for the year” said an August 16 research note by Rahul sk A e UG

Bajoria, Chief India Economist at Bardays india. Sugar cane _“ﬁs

Retail inflation data refeased on August 12 showed that Dilseeds I 107
while food prices overall had moderated in July, ————

year-on-year prices of oils and fats category increased by s, Al 9510“
aver 30% for the third-consecutive month. Since India is - 106
import-dependent for edible oifs, good domestic L

production of oilseeds could contral inflation. DA 3 3 Mg 21
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Drains to be redesigned

Abhishek Dey

abhishek dey@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The design of city
drains will be changed according
to the suggestions by an expert
team from IIT-Delhi to ensure
smooth flow of water during and
after heavy rains and resolve the
annual problem of waterlogging
on roads during monsoons,
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal said on Tuesday after
chairing a review meeting on
Delhi Drainage Masterplan.

“Today CM Arvind Kejriwal
chaired a review meeting on
Delhi's drainage masterplan.
Design changes will be intro-
duced in drains in accordance
with recommendations of IIT.
The focus will be to enable
smooth flow of water during and
after heavy rains. Waterlogging
issues be resolved,” said a tweet
from the CM’s office after the
review meeting.

According to the tweet by the
CMO, Delhi, the review meeting
was also attended by water min-
ister Satyandar Jain, vice-chair-
person of Delhi Jal Board
Raghav Chadha and chief secre-
tary Vijay Dev.

The meeting came at a time
when the national capital was
once again brought to its knees
after six hours of rainfall on Sat-
urday, throwing traffic into dis-
array and inundating several key
stretches and underpasses. The
heavy flooding exposed how
badly city needs a comprehen-
sive drainage plan, as well as a
meticulous road map to ensure
that local drains are cleaned
properly ahead of monsoon.

On July 19, Kejriwal

to resolve waterlogging

Afloodedstretch at AIIMS after rain last Saturday. SANCHITKHANNA/HT

announced that the Delhi
administration will redesign the
city’s drainage system and iden-
tify more waterlogging hot spots
so that area-specific interven-
tions can be made.

The last drainage master plan
was drafted by the Delhi admin-
istration in 1976. To be sure,
Delhi was administered by a
metropolitan council between
1966 and 1990. In 2016, the Delhi
government commissioned a
study of the city’s drainage sys-
tem by IIT-Delhi. Following the
study, a drainage master plan
was compiled which had also
pointed to the fact that the city
had no single agency to manage
and maintain drainage. How-
ever, the plan could not be
implemented.

A senior government official
abreast of the developments
said, “There are about 2,846
drains in Delhi with a total
length of 3,692km. Majority of
these drains are managed by the

PWD. Delhi is divided into three
major natural drainage basins --
Trans Yamuna, Barapullah and
Najafgarh. In addition, there are
also several small drainage
basins connected to Yamuna.”

According to a statement by
the CM office, the government
will rope in consultants to iden-
tify and plug the problems in the
drainage system. To bolster the
drainage system, specific pro-
jects will be taken up to imple-
ment solutions for fixing slopes
of drains, connecting storm
drains to the larger drainage sys-
tem, etc.

The statement said that a
technical expert committee has
been working to decide design
parameters and technical inputs
like rainfall intensity, return
period, run-off coefficient and
retention period for the drainage
master plan. The experts from
IIT-Delhi have been roped in to
analyse the drainage systems
and suggest solutions.
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31,813-crwater scheme
cleared for Shimla

SHIMLA, AUGUST 24
Decks have been cleared for
the Rs 1,813-crore Satluj
water supply scheme for
meeting the water require-
ments of the state capital till
2050 as the Cabinet today
approved the draft negotia-
tion package for the World
Bank-funded project.

The Cabinet at its meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur gave approval
for the negotiations by the
Urban Development Depart-
ment with the World Bank
and Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance,
Government of India for
funding Shimla Water Supply
and Sewerage Services deliv-
ery programme for improve-
ment of water services in
Greater Shimla Area.

Urban Development Min-
ister Suresh Bhardwaj said
out of $ 250 Million (Rs 1,813
crore), the World Bank will
provide financial assistance
to the tune of $ 160 Million (
Rs 1,160.32 crore) and the
remaining amount of $ 90

Million ( Rs 652.68 crore)
will be borne by the
Himachal Government. He
added that Principal Secre-
tary, Department of Urban
Development, had been
authorized to finalize and
sign the negotiation pack-
age with the World Bank.
The minister said the
Department of Urban Devel-
opment has been able to
secure this funding from the
World Bank and Ministry of
Finance despite fiscal con-
straints posed due to Covid-19.
The main component of the
water scheme include aug-
mentation of Shimla water
supply from river Satluj with
additional 67 MLD to meet
the demand of the capital up
to year 2050. The scheme will
help meet the water require-
ment to Shimla peri-urban
areas and meet the demand
of Special Area Development
Authorities (SADA) of Kufri,
Shoghi, Ghanahatti and addi-
tional planning areasand
improved sewerage services
within the MC areas. — TNS
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Necessary changes tobe made to
upgrade Delhi's drainage: Kejri

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MNEWDELHI, 24 AUGUST

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
KejriwalonTuesday reviewed
theprogress madewith regard
to the Delhi Drainage Master
Plan and said the city would
soon get freedom fromwater-
logging.

le said that the necessary
changessuggestedby thellT-
Delhiwillbeimplemented to
bolster thedrainage system to
dealwith heavy rainfall.

The CM instructed the offi-
cers concerned to implement
thesolutions at the groundlevel
to make the drainage system
foolproof. Healso asked them
to make quick efforts for fix-
ingslopes of drains, connect-
ing storm drains to the larger
drainage system and effec-
tively handling all other such
problems.

He said consultants would
be roped in to plan and pre-
sent project reports for all
drainage lines toexpedite the
implementation ofthe projects.

Besides the Chief Minister,
Water Minister Satyendar Jain,
DelhiJal Board Vice Chairman
RaghavChadhaandthe Chief
Secretary alongwith senior offi-
cialsofthe departments con-
cerned were present at the
review meeting.

Senior officials of Delhi Jal
Board and other departments
presented detailed reporis to
Kejriwal. He gave necessaryrec-
ommendations and guide-

inestotheofficers to curb the
problem ofwater-logging in the
drainage system.

Kejriwal said, “The drainage
systemof Delhiwill be further
bolstered and made fool -proof.
Officers should conductstud-
iesandfind solutions for every
storm water drain and sewer
system. Every gap in the
drainage system of Delhi has
to be plugged. Ifthereisa prob-
lem in the slope of a drain, it
needs to be fixed. If any drain
ismeeting adead end, it needs
tobe corrected. A proper plan
shouldbe chalked outforcon-
necting smaller drains to large
drainage lines. Specific projects
should be taken up for fixing
each problem. Thewoik needs
to be expedited.”

The Chief Minister also
discussed with the officials
astohowthe necessary changes
will be made to bolster the
drainagesystemas perthe sug-

. L e e
gestionsmade by IT'T-Delhi. He
instructed them to imple-
ment the changes keepingin
mind heavy rainfallin the city
sothatanyinstance of water-
Iu%ing can beeffectivelydealt
with.

Tofurther identify and plug
allthe problems associated with
the drainage systemin Delhi,
consultantswillbe roped into
provide their expertise for
bringing about improvements.

According to an official,
there are about?, 846 drains in
Delhiand theirlength is about
3,692 km. The majority of
these drains arewith the Pub-
licWorks Department (PWD).
Delhi is divided into three
major natural drainage basins
—trans-Yamuna, Barapullah
and Najafgarh. In addition,
there arealsosome verysmall
drainage basins which drain
water directly into the' Yamu-
na.
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TN’s action plan for tap water connection for all households

Water balance plan for cities, better infra
facilities for urban centres also on agenda

OUR BUREAU
Chennai, August 24

The Municipal Adminis-
tration and Water Supply
Department of Tamil Nadu
envisions functional tap wa-
ter connection to all house-
holds, water balance plan
and providing ‘world class’
infrastructure in all cities
and towns. The State govern-
ment intends to achieve this
by preparing a well-laid ac-
tion plan with a promise to
implement it in a time-
bound manner, according
to the Municipal Adminis-
tration and Water Supply
Department’s Policy Note
for 20212022 presented in
the State Assembly.

Inclusive growth of cities

With a view to achieve sus-
tainable and inclusive devel-
opment, the department
has formulated a citizen-

centric roadmap for the
next 10 years. The salient
points for Vision 2031 in-
clude provisions for water
supply, sanitation, solid
waste management, basic
healthcare for all; green and
clean cities; adequate roads,
streetlights and
crematoriums,

Urbanisation

The rate of urbanisation in
Tamil Nadu is highest
among the large States in In-
dia with 48.45 per cent of its
population living in urban
areas at the time of Census
2011.

Urban population in the
State grew from 1.9 crore in
1991 (34 per cent of total
population) to 3.5 crore in
2011 (48.45 per cent of total
population) translating to a
growth of 83 per cent. Dur-
ing this period, India’s

urban population grew
from 25.71 per cent to 3116
per cent.

Tamil Nadu's high urban-
isation level is also a reflec-
tion and a contributor to its
vibrant and diversified eco-
nomic base, as the second
largest State in terms of
Gross State Domestic
Product among Indian
States. Yet, the continued
pace of wurbanisation is
adding to the strain on
urban infrastructure and
service delivery in cities and
towns with attendant con-
cerns around quality of
urban living.

On Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC), the policy
note said it is facing a severe
shortfall in revenue receipts
of property tax collection
due to deferment of general
revision of property tax
rates and the impact of
Covid-19 pandemic. Property
tax is the main source of
revenue for urban local bod-
ies.

Additionally, GCC has an
outstanding loan amount of
%2,71517 crore (including
3550 crore overdraft from
State Bank of India),
pending contractor pay-
ments of ¥218.57 crore and
T511.97 crore payable to vari-
ous government agencies.
Apart from this, the GCC is
expected to incur additional
expenditure on account of
outsourcing of solid waste
management in 10 Zzones,
the policy note said
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