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Groundwater levels
rise in T'elangana

Records average groundwater level of 5.14 mbgl in July

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The average groundwater
level in the State during July
2022 was 5.14 metres below
ground level (mbgl) and it
varies from 1.41 mbgl in Jag-
ityal to 11.22 mbgl in Medak,
according to Telangana
Groundwater Department.

Of the 33 districts, the av-
erage water level was less
than five mbgl in 17 districts
while it was between 5 mbgl
and 10 mbgl in 14 districts
and in the remaining two
districts, it is more than 10
mbgl.

A net average rise of 0.93
metres in groundwater lev-
els was observed in July
2022 compared to July 2021
and a rise was observed in
26 districts with 0.10 metres
in Adilabad to 4.13 metres in
Peddapally and a fall in the
remaining seven districts
with 0.08 metres in Na-
garkurnool to 1.31 metres in
Wanaparthy.

TGD Director Pandith
Madhnure said the water
levels during July 2022 com-
pared with the decadal aver-
age of July (2012-2021) lev-
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els, it was observed that, of
the 594 mandals, a rise in the
range of 0 metres to 27.37
metres was observed in 582
mandals and fall in the range
of 0.04 metres to 6.39 metres
in 12 mandals.

The fall compared to the
decadal average of July
2012-2021 up to 0.5 metres
was observed in four man-
dals, 0.5 to one metres in
two mandals, one two me-
tres in three mandals and
more than two metres in
three mandals falling in the
central part of Nizamabad,
Jagityal and Medchal-
Malkajgiri district. The de-
partment monitored water
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levels in July 2022 through
1,362 piezometers (monitor-
ing stations) covering all
mandals from 33 districts of
Telangana.

During the water year
2022-23 up to July 31 2022,
the State received rainfall of
690 mm as against 374 mm
of normal rainfall and it
ranges from 239 mm in
Jogulamba Gadwal to 1,201
mm in Mulugu and thus
there is an 85 per cent ex-
cess rainfall during this pe-
riod compared to normal
annual rainfall. All the 33
districts received excess
rainfall in the range of 33 per
cent to 138 per cent, he said.
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Water Of India

Poor rainfall in east is a reminder on conserving a
scarce resource b}-‘ Chcmgmg cropping patterns
hina’'s southwesternregionsbattled fires this week following
C a severe heat wave, putting their autumn harvest under
pressure. Europe last month experienced heatwaves and
wildfires and further west, the US government has for the first time
ever declared a water shortage on the critical Colorado River. Parts
of India experienced a severe heatwave in March, which shrunk the
wheat output. True, the southwest monsoon hasn’t disappointed. With
acumulative rainfall of 71cm till August 24, it’s 9% above normal. And
the storage level in 143 major reservoirs till August 18 was 125% of
the last decade’s average water level. At a regional level, however,
rainfall has been deficient across a vast swathe from UP to Bengal.
While the gap hasnarrowed recently in Bengal, the dry spell in July-
August is bound to adversely impact the national paddy output.

There's a strong link between paddy and water shortage -
because it’s a water guzzling crop. So the message from climate
change in this context is, get smart
about how you use water. The telling
statistic is that India has 17% of the
world’s population and 4% of its
water resources. Irrigation takes up
90% of the country’s groundwater
draft. And Indian farmers use two to
four times more water to produce a
unit of grain as compared to
China and Brazil - a terrible waste.
Thishasserious environmental con-
sequences too. A study by Nabard
and ICRIER showed that paddy and sugarcane, which use more
than 60% of the irrigation water available, are often cultivated
inthemost water-scarceregions.

Clearly, India’s cultivation patterns are out of sync with its
resource endowments. And states will have to change habits. To
illustrate, Punjab is unsuitable for paddy but it also has yields
well above the world average. Therefore, policies that incentivise
farmers in Punjab to move to less water-intensive crops need to be
complemented by higher vields in eastern India. And whatever the
policy, itcan't ignorethecriticality of priceasasignal toincentivise
farmers. Market-responsive pricesreflect scarcity of resources. For
example, free electricity incentivises more borewells, which make
water seem more abundant than it actually is. Allowing prices to
reflect scarcity doesn't mean governments cannot provide cash
subsidies. India, however, can no longer afford in-kind subsidies
thatdistort prices. Prices work better than exhortations.
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Another cloudburst
in Tehri; over 4,000

rescued in Raj in 2 days
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a rescue operation P

Heavy rains inundate farmlands

MPOST BUREAU

NEW TEHRI: Uttarakhand's
Tehri district bore the brunt
of another cloudburst on
Wednesday as heavy rains
led to the overflowing of the
Nelchami rivulet in Chirbatia
village, inundating irrigated
farmlands.

However, preliminary
reports did not mention any
casualty, the district disaster
management office here said.
Some bridges on the Mool-
garh-Tharti Road have been
damaged. The road is blocked
near Tharti and traffic along
the route is disrupted, it said.

The Nelchami river is
flowing furiously and people
living close to the banks fear
for their safety, a source said.

In the cloudbursts on
August 19, Tehri district
accounted for the highest
number of casualties. Five
out of the total seven bodies
recovered so far were found
in Gwad and Silla villages of
the district.

Meanwhile, more than
4,000 people have been
shifted from flood-hit areas
to safer places in the past two
days while security person-
nel were deployed for res-
cue efforts in Kota, Jhalawar,
Baran and Bundi districts of
Rajasthan.

Though the situation was
better on Wednesday as the
water started receding, sev-
eral areas in these districts
are still submerged following
heavy rainfall, officials said.

Meanwhile,  schools
reopened in Kota, Bundi and
Baran while these remained

Takeaways

» Preliminary reports did
not mention any casu-
alty, the district disaster
management office here
said. Some bridges on the
Moolgarh-Tharti Road
have been damaged.
The road is blocked near
Tharti and traffic along the
route is disrupted, it said

» An official of the state
disaster management
and relief department
said in Jaipur that teams
of the district adminis-
tration, Army, Air Force,
police, NDRF and SDRF
successfully rescued
4,302 people from the
flood-affected areas on
Tuesday and Wednesday

shut in Jhalawar.

Chief minister Ashok
Gehlot has directed officials
to conduct a survey to assess
the loss of property due to
the heavy rainfall in Kota and
neighbouring areas.

An official of the state
disaster management and
relief department said in Jai-
pur that teams of the dis-
trict administration, Army,
Air Force, police, NDRF and
SDRF successfully rescued
4,302 people from the flood-
affected areas on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Thirteen people were air-
lifted from Khurai village in
Baran district on Tuesday and
the helicopter is standby at
Kota airport. Continued on P4
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Indo-Banglariver panel to meet today

Likely to finalise sharing of Teesta waters | PM Hasina to visit India next month

TriBuUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 24
The much-awaited meeting
of the Indo-Bangladesh
Joint Rivers Commizsion
(JRC) will be held on Thurs-
day after 12 vears.

Crucial for the electoral
fortunes of Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina in the par-
liamentary poll next year
after parts of Bangladesh
were battered by floods
from common rivers flow-
ing from India, water shar-
ing of the Teesta river will
be under intense negotia-
tions as will be the effort to
wrap up negotiations on six

trans-boundary rivers,
Hasina is scheduled to visit
India in September.

With Sylhet and Rangpur
hit hard by floods this year
too, questions are being
raised in Bangladesh that
why, despite proximity with
India, Hasina has been
unable to broach the issue
of floods during monsoon
and decreased fows that
affect navigation and agri-
culture in dry season,

With thiz izsue in view, the
JRC will discuss exchange
of increased flood forecast
data for effective warning,
especially in the Sylhet and
Rangpur regions.

PACT ON WATER
WITHDRAWAL ON CARDS
W Commission will most likely
finalise an Mol on withdraw-
al of water frorm Kushiyara riv
erfor imgation

®Finalisation of pacts on Manu,
Muhwir, Khowai, Guntti, Dhar-
la, Dudhkumar mvers on cards

CRUCIAL FOR BANGLA PM

Considered crucial for Sheikh
Hasina ahead of poll next
waar, water shar »

ing of Teesta
will be Lnder
intense
nedotiations

The JRC secretary-level
meeting will be held on Tues-
day to finalise the agenda for
the minister-level meeting.
The ministerial-level meet-
ings will be co-chaired by
Ministers for Water
Resources Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat and Zaheed
Farooque, respectively.

Both sides had finalised the
Teesta Agreement in 2011,
but India withdrew the same
after objections were raised
by West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee,

The comrmission will most
likely finalise an memoran-
dum of understanding (Mall)
on withdrawal of water from

Kushiyara river for irrigation,
The finalisation of pacls on
six common rivers between
the two countries — Manu,

Muhuri, Ehowai, Gumiti,
Dharla and Dudhkumar — iz
also on the cards,

The Bangladesh side has
said it would alzo raize con-
cerns about the unilateral
withdrawal of waters from
the trans-boundary rivers
upstream in India, the
falling water flow of the
Mahananda river and the
flow of industrial wastes
into Bangladesh through
the Akhaura bordering
area, polluting water bodies
in Brahmanbaria.
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