NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA
HYDERABAD

Even as the rains took a
short break in the city on
Saturday, figures from the
weather officials show that
some areas in the city have
registered record rainfall
during this monscon, with
Marredpally, once one of
the most sought after resi-
dential areas in the city and
still a preferred choice for
many, recording a stagger-
ing 119 per cent excess rain-
fall in the last two months.
Hyderabad, between
June 1 and July 23, has re-
ceived an excess rainfall of
65 per cent, While almost all
areas of the city received
excess rainfall, Marredpally
is right on top of the list
with 522.5 mm, wheteas the
normal rainfall during the
season for the area has been
recorded at 2224 mm,
Musheerabad is another
area which has witnessed
heavy downpours since the
onset of the Southwest
Monsoon, The area, which
also received more than
hundred per cent excess
rain so far, has recorded
483.1 mm of rainfall against
the normal 2393 mm,
Several other localities
including Shaikpet, Ameet-
pet, Secunderabad, Amber-
pet and Nampally had also
received excess rainfall
ranging from 50 to 90 per
cent, Meanwhile, on Satur-
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Record rains in the city

Marredpally witnessed a staggering 119% excess rainfall in last two months
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day, after a few days of con-
tinuous showers, the sun fi-
nally came out over the city,
Most localities remained
dry, except for Film Nagar
and Asifnagar which re-
ceived very light drizzle
ranging between 1 to 2.5
mm, The highest maximum
temperature of 30.1 degree
Celsius was recorded at Be-
gumpet, whereas the mini-
mum temperature in the
city was 214 degree Celsius.

According to  data
recorded at various Auto-
matic Weather Stations

(AWS) of Telangana State
Development Planning So-
ciety, the forecast is that the
city will continue to witness
light to moderate thunder-
storms for the next couple of
days. During the next three
days, the maximum temper-
atures in Hyderabad are ex-
pected to be in the range of
29 to 31 degree Celsius,
while the minimum temper-
atures will be in the range of
20to 22 degree Celsius
Several districts across
the State have also received
heavy downpours, resulting

in excess rainfall ranging
135 to 100 mm, The India
Meteorological  Depart-
ment, Hyderabad, had is-
sued a red alert for many
districts. Forecast predicts
extremely heavy rainfall at
isolated places in Nirmal
and Kumaram Bheem,

Other districts, including
Warangal Rural, Jagtial,
Warangal Urban, Jangaon,
Peddapally, Mulugu, Ma-
habubabad, Karimnagar
and Adilabad might also re-
ceive heavy to very heavy
for the next two days.



STATE BUREAU
Kothagudem

River Godavari crossed the
second warning level at
Bhadrachalam Pushkar Ghat
in the district on Saturday
evening,

District Collector D
Anudeep said the river had
crossed the first warning
level of 43 feet at7.45 am on
Saturday and the water level
touched the second warning
level of 48 feet at 5.40 pm.,

The Collector advised
people living on the river
banks to be alert as Godavari
had touched the second
warning level and forecasts
indicated further increase in
water level. He held a tele-
conference with district and
mandal officials and told
them to work in coordina-
tion by taking public safety
as a challenge.

Anudeep informed that as
many as 27 pregnant women
in flood-affected areas in

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 25- July-2021

Godavari crosses second warning level

It crossed first warning level of 43 feet at 7.45 am on Saturday and second warning level of 48 feet at 5.40 pm

Bhadradri temple surroundings flooded in Kothagudem district on Saturday.

Cherla, Burgampad, Dum-
mugudem, Bhadrachalam,
Manugur, Aswapuram and
Pinapaka mandals were
shifted to hospitals.

A control room was set up
to address emergency situa-
tions and the people can call
the numbers: 08744-241950
and 08743-232444 for any

assistance or send photo-
graphs of the situation to be
addressed to WhatsApp
number, 9392919743,

The Collector made a sur-

prise inspection of a relief
centre late on Friday night
and found medical staff
missing from the centre. He
directed the officials con-
cerned to issue showcause
notices to the staff who were
absent from duty and
warned of serious action if
anyone was found neglect-
ing work.

With Godavari reaching
the second warning level,
the area around Bhadradri
temple’s main entrance was
flooded with backwaters
and Parnasala area near
Bhadrachalam was inun-
dated. The officials stopped
vehicular traffic on several
roads that were flooded.

Meanwhile, officials lifted
10 gates of Taliperu medium
irrigation project in Cherla
mandal to discharge 11,422
cusecs of surplus water
downstream as the water
levelreached 72,16 metresin
the reservoir whose FRL is
74 metres.
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L-ac crops
hit by rain

Farmers can’t claim insurance

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 24

Crops over an extent of
nearly 5 lakh acres have
been damaged due to
recent heavy rains across
the state, according to pre-
liminary estimates put up
by the agriculture depart-
ment.

However, there is no
chance for farmers in the
state to claim compensa-
tion as the state govern-
ment opted out of the
Centre's Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana
Scheme (PMFBY), a crop
insurance scheme, in May
2020 and failed to bring
its own insurance policy
as was promised at that
time,

Despite all this, there is
still a provision for the
Telangana government to
secure compensation in
the form of input subsidy

of up to ¥10,000 per acre
from the Centre if the
state government under-
takes a  ground-level
SUrvey of damaged
crops of agriculture lands
survey-number wise and
submit details to the
Centre.

However, the agricul-
ture department has no
plans to take up this sur-
vey saying that they have
no instructions  from
‘higher-ups’ in this
regard.

Official sources in the
agriculture department
said, “The instructions to
take up ground-level sur-
vey of agriculture lands
survey number wise to
assess the damage caused
to crops should come from
the state government. But
there are no such instruc-
tions."”

M Page 2: Cotton, pulses,
paddy worst affected
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REDUCTION IN RAINFALL OVER WEST COAST

Rainfall likely to increase over
north Indian plains, hills: IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a much
needed relief to rain-battered
Maharashtra and Goa, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Saturday said
rainfall activity is expected to
reduce over the west coast, even
as it issued an orange alert for
24 Madhya Pradesh districts.

Five people were killed and
18 injured in four incidents of
lightning strikes in Madhya
Pradesh.

The IMD, meanwhile, said
Gujarat is very likely to witness
an “active wet spell” till July 27,
with the likelihood of light to
moderate rainfall at several
places and isolated heavy to
very heavy rainfall.

In Goa, traffic on the South
Western Railway (SWR) route
continues to remain affected
for the second consecutive day
on Saturday, a day after two
landslides occurred on the
Goa-Karnataka border, besides
the derailment of a train in the

section.

Light to moderate rainfall
and thundershowers occurred
at a few places in Uttar Pradesh
on Saturday, with heavy down-
pour at isolated places in the
eastern part of the state.

The Met said rainfall and
thundershowers are very likely
at a few places in the state on
Sunday with heavy downpour
at isolated places in the west-
ern part.

There was light to moder-
ate rainfall at many places in
Rajasthan too, and widespread
downpour is expected in the
eastern part of the state till July
27,

The Jaipur weather office
said Pirawa in Jhalawar
recorded extremely heavy
rainfall of 21 cm in a 24-hour
period ending Saturday morn-
ing. Pipalda (Kota) and Mal-
sisar (Jhunjhunu) received 8
cm downpour each during the
same span of time, it said,

In Punjab and Haryana, the
maximum temperatures stayed

close to normal even as a few
places received rainfall.

Ambala in Haryana
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 37.4 degrees Celsius,
Hisar 37.3 degrees Celsius and
Gurgaon 36.5 degrees Celsius.

Common capital Chandi-
garh recorded a high of 36.2
degrees Celsius, two notches
above normal,

In Punjab, Amritsar, Lud-
hiana and Patiala recorded

their maximums at 35.6,
36.3 and 36.3 degrees Celsius
respectively.

Karnal, Rohtak and Amrit-
sar received 7 mm, 0.2 mm and
10 mm rainfall respectively.

In its forecast, the IMD said
rainfall activity will increase
over the north Indian plains
and hills from July 25.

"Fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavy to very heavy falls (are)

likely over Uttarakhand during
July 25-28; Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and West Uttar
Pradesh during July 26-28, and
Punjab and east Uttar Pradesh
on July 27 and 28,” it said, add-
ing isolated extremely heavy
falls are also likely over Him-
achal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
on July 27 and 28. "Further
reduction in rainfall intensity is
very likely along the west coast,
including Konkan, Goa and
adjoining interior Maharash-
tra, during the next 24 hours,"
the IMD added.

In Madhya Pradesh,
the IMD said heavy to very
heavy rainfall and thunder-
storms with lightning might
occur in isolated places in
Jabalpur, Rewa, Satna, Anup-
pur, Umarai, Dindori, Katni,
Narsinghpur, Mandla, Sagar,
Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh, Vidi-
sha and Sehore, Rajgarh, Betul,
Burhanpur, Khandwa, Khar-
gone, Dhar, Dewas, Agar
Malwa, Ashok Nagar and Shiv-
puri districts.
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Deadly floods in
Maha leave trail
of destruction

Death toll rises to 138 and 1,35,313
people evacuated in last 48 hours

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
with agency inputs
MUMBAL, JULY 24

The death toll in
Maharashira due to fHood
and landslide-related inci-
dents went up to 138 from
128 on Saturday and 99
people are still missing. A
total 1,35,313 people were
evacuated in the last 48
hours in seven flood affect-
ed districts ACross
Maharashtra.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
has enhanced the number
of its teams from 18 to 34
for undertaking rescue
operations. An NDRF
team rescued two Power
Department staff, hanging
by safety belts on power
cables, as a raging Surya
River flowed below them
in Palghar. They were try-
ing to restore the power
supply in the area.
Another team of NDRF
recoversd six bodies dur-
ing the rescue operation
in Ambeghar, Satara land-
slide incident, while
search for eight missing
person’s was underway.

The Coast Guard has
extended the facility of its
airbase at Ratnagiri to
Indian Navy and Indian
Air Forece aircraft to oper-
ate from this base for res-

» THE LANDSLIDES,
which were caused by
torrential rains, had
affected Ratnagiri,
Satara, Thane, Raigad,
Kolhapur, Sangli and
Pune. 78,111 people were
evacuated in Sangli dis-
trict and 40,882 people
were shifted to safer
places in Kolhapur

I CHIEF MINISTER
Uddhav Thackeray on
Saturday visited flood
affected Raigad district.
He said that the govern-
ment will chalk out a plan
for rehabilitation of the

villagers

cue and relief operations.
Indian Army has also
mobilised columns under
“Operation Varsha™.

Meanwhile, chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray on
Saturday  visited flood
affected Raigad district.
He said that the govern-
ment will chalk out a plan
for rehabilitation of the
villagers.

The landslides, which
were caused by torrential
rains, had affected
Ratnagiri, Satara, Thane,
Raigad, Kolhapur, Sangli
and Pune. 78,111 people

B Turn to Page 4
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en heavy rains

started pound-

ing Chiplun town

in Maharashtra's

Ratnagiri district on July 21,

little did Pragati Rane, who uns

asmall coaching centre there,

think that things could esca-

late to the level that she, her

family and others would have

to scale thesloped roofs of their

houses and sit there precar-

iouslythrough thenight amid

the downpour, clinging on
to hope.

Although their nightmare
ended after theNational Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)
rescued them hours later, an
uphill task of rebuilding their
own livesnow awaits Raneand
scores others like her.
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Maharashtra:Floodsleave trail
of destructioninKonkantowns

Uphilltask of rebundlng lives faces survivors of Maharashtra's rainnightmare

Chiplun, Khed and sever-
al other towns in Ratmagiri and
parts of neighbouring Raigad
bore the brunt of the torren-
tial rain and the subsequent
floods over the last few days,
with several rivers in the
region flowing above thedan-
ger mark. Although thewater
level has receded to a large
extent in most of the affect-

ed parts, the floods have left
a trail of large scale damage
- from sludge and heaps of mud
inthehousesand roadstoloss
ofloved ones.

“Itwas raining heavily on
21 July. But Ithought that the
water level will rise for a few
hoursand thenrecede. How-
ever, due to the incessant
downpour, the water level

suddenly rose during the
night and we all had to leave
everything behind and reach
thesloped clay-tiled roofofthe
house,” Rane said.

“We were rescued by the
NDRF team the next evening, . It
wasahorrible experience for
nme. Everythingwe hadin the
house is permanently dam-
aged. [ havelostmanykitchen
utensils and other things,”
she said.

The situationin Khed and
Mahad towns was no differ-
ent. Mujaffar Khan from
Mahad, whorunsa photocopy
shop, said, “Afterrunning the
shop till 4 pm, [ went home
by 5 on July 21. After that the
downpour was so heavy that
lcouldnotvisitthe shop after
that. I could only go there today
morning. The road to the
shopwas firstunderwater and

now there is a thick layer of
mud.” “l have noideahow to
remove themud because itis
not just thelayer ofsoil, there
are dead animals init, like rats.
The whole laneis stinking. We
have approached the local
authorities but everyone is bur-
dened with workright now,”
he said.

Afterthefloods, the major
challenge before the admin-
istration is supplying drink-
ing water, food and medi-
cines to the affected people.

“Several schools as well
assome private properties are
currently used as shelters as
well as primary treatment
centres for the injured people.
The real challenge is identi-
fying missing people and
helping themto tracetheirrel-
atives,” aseniorofficial of the
NDRF said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Statesman- 25- July-2021

19 rivers in Odisha polluted

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 24 JULY:

TheCentral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) hasideniified
as many as 19 rivers as pol-
luted on the basis of the lat-
est scientific study.

The rivers bearing the
brunt of water pollution are
Gangua, Guradih Nallah,
Kathajodi, Nandirajhor, Daya,
Kuakhai, BanguruNallah, Bhe-
den, Brahamani, Budhabal-
naga, Kusumi, Mahanadi,
Mangala, Magavalli, Nuna,
Ratnachira, Rushikulya, Sab-
ulia and Serua.

CPCBin association with
the State Pollution Control
Board monitored the water
quality of rivers and other
water bodies across the state
under the MNational Water
Quality Monitoring Pro-
EraImme.

The scientificmonitoring
results of Biochemical Oxy-
gen Demand (BOD), whichis
an indicator of organic pol-
lution, detected 19 rivers
being polluted.

While 351 rivers are pol-
luted in the country, Odisha
accountsfor 19 polluted rivers,
theunion minister ofJal Shati,
Rattanlal Khataria, while
replying to a query informed
the Lok 5abha yesterday on
thebasisof CPCBs BOD value
report.
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