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India-Pak Indus
water meet ends
on a ‘cordial note’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 24

In vet another sign of
improved bilateral ties, a
two-day annual meeting
of the Permanent Indus
Commission, comprising
Indus commissioners of
India and Pakistan, was
concluded “in a cordial
manner” wherein “dis-
cussions continued on
designs of two Indian
projects, namely, Pakal
Dul (1000 MW) and Lower
Kalnai (48 MW)",

In a statement, New
Delhi said the “Indian
side held that these proj-
ects are fully compliant
with the provisions of the
treaty and provided tech-
nical data in support of
its position” while the
“Pakistan side requested
India for sharing of infor-
mation on design of other
Indian hydropower proj-
ects being planned to be
developed”. New Delhi
said the “Indian side
assured that the informa-
tion will be supplied as
and when required to be
supplied under the provi-
sions of the Treaty™.

The Permanent Indus
Commission is a biparti-
san body entrusted with

the everyday implementa-
tion of the Indus Waters
Treaty, which mandates it
to meet at least once
every vear, alternately in
India and Pakistan. It
comprises Indus commis-
sioners from both sides
and discusses technical
matters related to the
implementation of the
treaty. It has met well over
100 times since 1960,

The meeting took place
here after a gap of over
WO Vears.

It may be recalled that
under the treaty, which
was signed by the then
Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Pakistan's then President
Ayub Khan in 1960, water
of six rivers — Beas, Ravi,
Sutlej, Indus, Chenab and
Jhelum were to be
shared between the two
countries. Pakistan has
been complaining of not
receiving enough water
and gone for internation-
al arbitration in a couple
of cases. The Indus svs-
tem of rivers comprises
three eastern rivers (Ravi,
Beas and Sutlej and their
tributaries) and three
western  rivers (Indus,
Jhelum and Chenab and
their tributaries).
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24 ‘dead’ lakes
in Hyd as water

quality worsens

T.5.5. SIDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 24

The lakes in the city are
not in the pink of health.
Of the 185 lakes in the
Greater Hyderabad lim-
its, 24 have very low dis-
solved oxygen levels and
hence are identified as
dead lakes.

This means that the
water from these lakes
can be used only for
industrial cooling, irriga-
tion or controlled waste
disposal and that it could
not sustain aquatic life.

In a report filed on
Tuesday at the MNational
sreen . Tribunal, the
Telangana state pollution
control board (TSPCRB)
stated that it took three
years for the Bum-rukn-
ud-dowla’s water guality
to graduate from below E
category to E category.

Among the dead lakes
are the Tirumalagiri lake,

the DMRL lake in
Kanchanbagh and the
Mothkula Kunta in

Machabollaram.
“The analysis of the lake
samples collected in 2018

indicated the lake water
quality was below ‘E’
class.

However, the present
analysis of the sample of
the Lake water collected
by the Board Official on
18.03.2021 indicates that
the lake water quality
improved to 'E’ class from
below ‘E' class,” the
report said.

Even as there is an
improvement in the water
quality, activists like
Amjed Ullah Khan of the
Majlis Bachao Tehreek
rued that the lake is being
usurped by encroachers,

“Many parts of the lake
have been eaten away by
encroachments, They
resort to first drying up
the lake and then dump-
ing soil to make space on
the lake bank. Despite
these issues, the depart-
ments concerned —the
GHMC, irrigation, and
revenue— aren't proac-
tive in stopping this from
happening,” he told
Deccan Chronicle.

M Page 5: Activists: Need to
demarcate lakes properly
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Indus commissioners’ meet concludes,
Pak requests info on hydro project plans

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 24

THE TWO-DAY annual meeting between
India and Pakistan under the Indus Waters
Treaty concluded in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

While the Indian side was led by Indus
Commissioner Pradeep Kumar Saxena, the
Pakistan delegation was led by its Indus
Commissioner Syed MuhammadMeherAliShah.

“The meeting was held in a cordial man-
ner. Both the Commissioners reaffirmed
their commitment to interact more fre-
quently in an attempt to resolve the issues
by bilateral discussions under the Treaty,”
the Ministry of External Affairs said in a state-
ment after the conclusion of the meeting. “It
was agreed to hold the next meeting of the

The two-day meet was held in a cordial
manner, said MEA. Twitter/Mo/SDoWRRDGR

PIC [Permanent Indus Commission] in
Pakistan on mutually convenient dates.”
According tothe statement, discussions con-
tinued ondesigns of twoIndian projects - Pakal
Dul (1000 MW)and Lower Kalnai (48 MW).
“The Indian side held that these projectsare

fully compliant with the provisions of the Treaty
and provided technical data in support of its
position,” the MEA statement said. “Pakistan
siderequested India for sharing of information
onthe design of other Indian hydropower proj-
ectsbeing planned to be developed. The Indian
side assured that the information will be sup-
plied as and when required to be supplied un-
der the provisions of the Treaty.”

The Indus Commissioners of India and
Pakistan met after a gap of more than two
years. The meeting is being seen as a positive
step after both countries agreed to “strict ob-
servance of all agreements, understanding
and ceasefire along the Line of Control and
all other sectors” last month.

The last meeting of the PIC was held in
Lahore in 2018. The Pakal Dul and Lower
Kalnai projects were discussed in that meet-
ing as well.
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FORCING THE RIVER

There are questions about Ken-Betwa project — some raised by
SC committee. MP and UP governments must revisit report

N MONDAY, UTTAR Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh buried a nearly 40-year-

old hatchet to ink an agreement that paves the way for the implementa-

tion of independent India's first major river-linking project. The Rs 37,600

crore scheme, that will transfer water from the Ken river to its fellow trib-
utary of the Yamuna, the Betwa, is seen as a panacea to the water crisis in the Bundelkhand
region. The Union Jal Shakti ministry claims that the initiative will provide irrigation to
10.6 lakh hectares, supply drinking water to more than 60 lakh people in the two states
and generate 103 MW of hydropower. The river linking initiative's EIA report predicts job
opportunities in “construction, fishing and tourism”. On paper, these are good reasons to
embark on the project. Two related questions, however, demand urgent answers: Is the
idea of transferring the waters of one river to another backed by science? Can the scheme
stand scrutiny of an ecologically sound cost-benefit analysis?

Linking one river to another is not just a matter of transferring water. It means tam-
pering with the ecological functions a river performs when in flow — carrying minerals,
nourishing the ecosystems en route, charging groundwater, promoting biodiversity and
catering to the needs of people downstream. The Ken performs these functions the best
whenit’s flooded during the monsoons. But as hydrologists correctly point out, this does
not mean that the river has water to spare. Moreover, during most parts of the dry sea-
son, the Kenis barely a rivulet. As late as 2016, the river had run dry even during the mon-
soon season. The annual average-based estimates of the Ken’s water behind the “surplus
water” reasoning fail to reckon with such seasonal vagaries in the river’s flow that could
aggravate because of climate change.

The first phase of the project will involve building a dam in Dhaudan in Panna dis-
trict to channel water from the Ken to the Betwa. This will submerge large tracts of the
Panna tiger reserve. According to government estimates, about 4,200 hectares of the
reserve will be swept away by the project. This will upset the symbiotic relationship of
the Ken with the forest, imperilling the water body — while the Ken nourishes biodi-
versity, roots and leaves of trees in the forests hold water and recharge the river’s aquifers.
That is why in 2019, a report of the Supreme Court’s Central Empowered Committee
questioned the project’s viability. It recommended that “alternatives to meet the objec-
tives of the proposed project are examined by agencies with expertise in arid zone agri-
culture and water conservation”. The MP and UP governments would do well to revisit
this report.
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‘Dams in J&K
compliant
with treaty’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India has argued that the
designs of Pakal Dul and
Lower Kalnai hydropower
projects in Jammu and
Kashmir are in line with
the provisions of the Indus
Waters Treaty. The infor-
mation was conveyed to
the Pakistani delegation
that participated in 116th
Meeting of the Permanent
Indus Commission.

An official statement
said India provided techni-
cal data in support of its
position. It said both the
Commissioners reaffirmed
their commitment to inte-
ract more frequently.
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Water, the looming frontier

There are only two unpolluted fresh water sources left in
the country, which we must conserve and use
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VIKRAM SONI

While we are still in the grip of the COVID-19
pandemic, which is airborne, we have for-
gotten that another such blight could well
come from contaminated water. NITI Ayog
and WaterAid, amongst others, have found
that over 70% of India’s surface and ground-
water is contaminated by human and other
waste and is likely to carry viruses. Indis-
criminate human activity is often the reason
for environmental degradation and pandem-
ics. The practice of keeping animals locked
together for mass production of meat pro-
duces an artificial environment that can
birth mutations in erstwhile dormant virus-
es. Earlier, in the wild, animals were far away
from human habitats. The viruses they har-
boured remained isolated. But today’s prac-
tices can spawn viruses that can easily transf-
er to the human population.

A source of virus

Once the virus has found its way into the hu-
man population, it is bound to proliferate in
wastewater. For example, in England, Wales
and Scotland, several wastewater samples
were tested and were found to carry traces
of SARS-CoV-2. Remnants of the virus have
also been detected in raw sewage across Syd-
ney. Research at the University of Stirling in
Scotland indicates that the SARS-CoV-2 virus
can spread through sewage water.

But such water is often discharged into
water bodies in India. This is an alarming
prospect for us as river water or lake water,
which carries human waste, sewage, and
toxic waste, can be a very generous host for
viruses of different kinds and we do not
know where and how they can mutate and
strike. Some water-transmitted viral patho-
gens are astrovirus, hepatitis A and norovi-
rus. Unlike in the developed world, a huge
section of the population in India uses pol-
luted water from sources like rivers, lakes, or
groundwater for drinking.

Are we prepared for this? Certainly not.
Can we be prepared? Very unlikely, even if
we understood the viruses, and we are not
there yet. Can we decontaminate our water
bodies and groundwater? This could take
several decades. But despite the poor quality
of water in India, the government has an-
nounced a ¥3 lakh crore ‘Nal se Jal’ scheme
to provide drinking water connections to ev-
ery rural household by 2024. Since most of

the water sources are contaminated, the on-
ly way to purify water is through reverse os-
mosis (RO). But though RO removes conta-
minants, it also takes out all the healthy
minerals and nutrients required by the hu-
man body. This is an unhealthy and exorbi-
tantly priced proposition. To neutralise the
virus, we would need at least an ultraviolet
aquaguard treatment. While this won’t take
out chemical contaminants, it is also costly.

So, what is the solution? The simple answ-
er is that there is no technological substitute
for living natural resources like pristine natu-
ral water and soil. This means that we must
conserve and use our natural living resourc-
es. The water beneath our forests is as good
as natural spring water. We must safeguard it
for our own lives and for future generations.
We have destroyed our natural living re-
sources in our rush for development. Our de-
velopment model is always focused on artif-
icial infrastrusture, building highways,
industrial plants, high-rise structures. In do-
ing this, we kill our natural resources. As a
result, we are running out of natural infras-
tructure at an alarming pace. Let’s not forget
that developed countries have stable land-
scapes and populations whereas India has a
growing population, which means there will
be growing consumption.

Freshwater sources

There are two unpolluted fresh water sourc-
es left in the country. The first is the water ly-
ing below our forests; the second is the aquif-
ers that lie below the floodplains of rivers.
Both these sources provide natural under-
ground storage and are renewable - the rains
provide natural recharge year after year and
it is this recharge which can be used to water
our cities and towns. There is one sacred
conservation condition: we should use only
a fraction of the annual recharge.

The aquifers underlying forests can pro-
vide healthy mineral water purely for drink-
ing purposes. Since a person drinks only 2-3
litres of water a day, the mineral water re-
quirement is modest. The river floodplains
are a great source of water for cities. The Ya-
muna floodplains in Delhi already use such a
scheme to provide water to a million people
each year. Forests and floodplains must be
declared as water sanctuaries. Such schemes
work with nature rather than against it. They
can be used around the globe. It is important
to remember that these evolutionary re-
sources, once lost, will be lost forever. It is
time we understood this is natural infras-
tructure bequeathed to us by nature. If we
don’t realise this, it will only be our loss.

Vikram Soni is Emeritus Professor at Jamia Millia and
Jawahatrlal Nehru University
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Deficient rainfall, Kullu
orchardists a worried lot

ABHINAVVASHISHT

KULLU, MARCH 24
Low rainfall in Kullu valley
this year has raised the
concerns of the orchardists
and the environmentalists.

According to Met depart-
ment, Kullu district has
received 119.6 mm of rains
since January 2021 while it
had recorded 326.7 mm
rainfall in January, Febru-
ary and March 2020, Kullu
district received 530.6 mm
rainfall during the corre-
sponding period in 2019.
The district had received
1.072.1 mm rain in 2020 and
1,139 mm rainfall in 2019.

Kullu Fruit Growers’
Association president Prem
Sharma said that low rain
and snowfall this year
would result in inadequate
chilling hours that are
needed for apple crop. He
said that flower size was
small and it might have an
impact on the quantity and
guality of the produce.

The environmentalists
were concerned that
drought-like situation
may arise due to scanty
snowfall and rain. They
said that many water bod-
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INADEQUATE CHILLING HOURS
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m Kullu Fruit Growers' Association president Prem Sharma
said low rain and snowfall this year would result in inade-
quate chilling hours that are needed for apple crop

= He said the flower size was small and it might have an
impact on the quantity and quality of the produce

m Ervironmentalists are concerned thata droughtdike situa-
tion may arise due to scanty snowfall and rain

m Many water bodies will be affected as they will not be
recharged adequately due to scanty rainfall

ies will be affected as they
will not be recharged ade-
quately due to scanty rain-
fall. The tourism benefici-
aries were concerned that
snow will vanish earlier
from the major tourist
attraction Rohtang Pass

which will have an
adverse impact on the
tourism industry.

Even Lahaul region expe-
rienced very low snowfall of
94.5 cm this year which is
lolwest in many decades.
According to Met depart-

ment, 51.7 cm of snow was
recorded in January, 15.6
cm in February and 27.2 cm
so far in March. Last year
the district received 280 cm
of snow. The highest snow-
fall of 719 emwas witnessed
by the valley in 2019 while
the lowest snow of 172 cm
was recorded in 2016 during
the past decade.

The Lahaul valley has
also recorded an unusual
rise in temperature due to
scanty snowfall. The snow
has already disappeared
in about 70 per cent of the
region in March itself. The
glaciers have not received
armour this time due to
less snowfall due to which
the possibility of drought
hasincreased.

These are the glaciers in
the Lahaul-Spiti region
which feed Sutlej and
Chenab rivers. Less snow-
fall will affect these major [
rivers and have an impact
on the speed of melting of
glaciers as well.

Village elders Phunchog,
Mandas, Jogchand and
Dorje said that the region
had experienced the low-
est snowfall in the past
many decades.
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Water crisis
looms, SJPNLsans
operationalhead

SHIMLA, MARCH 24
If Shimla faces water crisis this
summer, as is being feared by
Jal Shakti Minister Mahender
Singh, Shimla Jal Praband-
han Nigam Limited (SJPNL)
will have to handle it without a
full-fledged operational head.
SJPNL’s Managing Director-
cum-CEO Dharmendra Gill
has been transferred to Mandi
and now he holds additional
charge of the company. “It’s
ideal to have a full-fledged head
but it would be wrong to
assume that the SJPNP is
headless. Chief Secretary as
chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors is the top boss of the com-
pany,” said Digvijay Chauhan,
an independent director in the
SJPNL Board of Directors.
“Besides, there are three
AGMstotake care of bulk water
supply, water distribution and
sewerage and day to day func-
tioning of the company. We will
eventually need a full-fledged
operational head,” he said.
“Much of the negotiations
with the World Bank have
been done by Gill. Also,
because of Covid, the World
Bank is not releasing money
at the expected rate. Gill has
apparently been retained
with an additional charge to
ensure the project and fund-
ing do not suffer any set-
back,” said Chauhan. — TNS



NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA
HYDERARAD

Water conservation
through methods like rain-
watet harvesting is yet to
become a part of life in Hy-
derabad, and that is what
Kalpana Ramesh, a water
watrtrior, as she likes to call
herself, has been campaign-
ing for in the city.

Kalpana, who has been in-
strumental in turning the
fate of several water bodies
in the city around, first im-
plemented rainwater har-
vesting successfully at her
home, and then convinced
the members of her society
to go for the same.

“We realised the full im-
pact of the rainwater har-
vesting in 2016, which was
one of the worst summers
the city had seen in a long
time, That year our society
in Gachibowli went through
the entire summer and be-
yond with the help of rain-
water harvesting,” she said.

Soon, the water warrior
started working onreviving
the Kudikunta lake. “Tt took
me some time to map out
the lake, and then under-
stand the various depart-
ments that owned the lake.
So, the water in any lake be-
longs to the Yrrigation de-
partment, the land is owned
between GHMC, Town
Planning and Revenue De-
partment, whereas the in-let
and out-let pipes are taken
care by the Water Board,”
she shared, adding that once
she started the work, she
created communities
around the lake that kept a
tab if there was any garbage
being thrown in. “We also
spoke to the shopkeepers
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Hyderabad’s water warrior

Kalpana Ramesh has been instrumental in reviving a number of lakes, ponds and borewells in the city
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nearby to request them to
not to throw their garbage
anywhere near the lake,”
said Kalpana, who has
worked on various water
bodies in Kondapur, Gachi-
bowli and Chandanagar too.
She also leads the water ini-

RPROJECT
Hyderabad has been exporting water from far away dams and reser-
voirs for a long time now. Kalpana, however, feels that the city has the
capacity to become sustainable. “The Rainwater Project is an initiative
to try and replenish the ground water levels of the city. We, with the
help of IIT-H agri start-up, were able to divide the entire city into 98
micro watersheds and we are working on replenishing these,” she said.

tiatives for the Society for
Advancement of Human
Endeavor (SAHE).

“I'was ableto broaden my
horizon after] joined SAHE,
and could think beyond
lakes. I noticed that several
new bore-wells were being

In 2016, our
society in
Gachibowli went
through the entire
summer and beyond
with the help
of rainwater
harvesting
— KALPANA |
RAMESH,

WATER
WARRIOR §

i

drilled in the city, whereas
the old, dead bore-wells
could be still revived. We
have been able to revive
several bore-wells and are
actively working en many
others,” she added. Even
during the pandemic,

Kalpana continued her
work, and was able to revive
a huge well near Kondapur
right before the city was
flooded last October. Inci-
dentally, the well, which
was in ruins for several
years, was able to catch 13
lakh litres of water during
the flood. However, though
she has revived lakes, bore-
wells and wells, Kalpana
shares she was disappointed
by the way people reacted
to her efforts initially.

She said, “I faced several
questions, ranging from
‘why are you doing this?’ to
‘how is your family giving
you permission to work ona
lake for long hours? and
even, ‘why should we listen
to a woman?’, Initially, I was
disappointed with the atti-
tude. But, with time I
learned that my focus
should be on the job and not
the negativity around. So
now I don’t let these things
bother me.”
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Indus Commissioners’ meet concludes

Pak raises objection to designs of hydropower projects

NEW DELHI: The two-day
meeting between India and
Pakistan under the Indus
Waters Treaty concluded here
on Wednesday, during which
Islamabad raised objections to
the designs of Pakal Dul and
Lower Kalnai hydropower proj-
ects in Jammu and Kashmir.

Sources said Pakistan also
sought additional informa-
tion on hydropower projects
in Ladakh sanctioned by India
after the nullification of special
provisions of Article 370 which
gave special status to Jammu
and Kashmir.

On its part, India justified

its stand on the designs of Pakal
Dul and Lower Kalnai hydro-
power projects.

The meeting took place
here after a gap of over two
years. The last meeting had
taken place in Lahore in August
2018.

The Indian delegation was

led by P K Saxena, India's Indus
Commissioner, and his team
included officials from the
Central Water Commission,
the Central Electricity Author-
ity and the National Hydroelec-
tric Power Corporation.

The Pakistani delegation
was led by its Indus Com-
missioner Syed Muhammad
Meher Ali Shah. The delega-
tion arrived here on Monday
evening.

The waters of the Indus
river and its tributaries are cru-
cial to India and Pakistan and
serve as a lifeline for millions of
people of the two nations. MP0ST
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HAFEEZPET

BY breathing life back into a dy-
ing lake in the city of Nizams and
pearls, a husband-wife team of
educationists, has proved that
positive change can begin even
from school itself.

City-based founder of Foun-
tainhead  Global  School,
Meghana Musunuri and hus-
band Sridhar Vunnam, didn't
have the smallest inkling that a
routine interaction session
would evolve into a children-
propelled movement and ulti-
mately rescue a 15-acre lake
from certain death.

That is precisely what hap-
pened, when Meghana's free-
wheeling talk on children’s
rights and responsibilities,
sometime in June 2019, set the
tone for things to come.

"To help them understand the
concept of their rights, I was giv-
ing them examples of lakes,
forests, rivers and asked them,
who do you think they belong to?
The younger kids replied god,
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Teachers, students give
fresh lease of life to lake

MeediKunta lake located in Hafeezpet sports ser
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% Estimated budget
was Rs 2 crore, funds
collected were only
Rs 10 lakh

% Founders of the Fountainhead
Global School Meghana

Musunuri and husband Sridhar

Vunnam took the initiative

and the older ones said the gov-
ernment. Then I said, you know,
they belong to you.

The conversation veered to
ownership, following which the
kids joined hands to clean
MeediKunta lake located in
Hafeezpet. which was a kilome-
tre away from their school.

Children along with Meghana
and Sridhar, for the past three
years waded through the friction
and removed silt.

The groundwork began with
the customary rounds of govern-
ment offices for obtaining the
mandatory permissions and as
many as 120 went about their
mission with an awareness kit
for the children. Mascot called
Cheru’ symbolising the lake god-
dess boosted the morale of stu-
dents.

By July 2019, the blueprint for
salvaging MeediKunta lake was
worked out. Fundraising drives,
awareness runs and walks, tea
parties near the lake, flash mobs,
the team stepped up on the pro-
motional efforts.

The initial drive resulted in
collections, barely a fraction of
the estimated cost of dredging
and cleaning operations that re-
quired the hire of specialized
equipment and manpower. De-
spite all efforts, they could col-
lect only Rs 10 lakh which was
less than the required fund. As
per estimates, around Rs 2 crore
would be required to repair and
clean up the lake. However, the
couple decided to plunge in with
their own money rather than see
the kids disheartened.

Sridhar recalls that Covid

ne looks once again

X
lockdown actually proved help-
ful for them, "It was a tough job
butwe didn’t stop till it was com-
pleted.He hired tractors from his
village for transporting the
garbage and other diggings as lo-
cal lorries were difficult to
arrange amid lockdown.

Gradually, local people under-
stood our good intentions and
started coming forward to help
us in terms of equipment hire
and other requirements.

The year 2020 was all about
completing revival measures
such as dredging the lake bed,
redirecting sewage inflows away
from the lake, shutting down
unauthorized borewells in the
lake storage area, repairing the
lake embankment, and laying a
walkway around it. While now
2021 the MeediKunta lake is a
picture of serendipity.

Asked about the takeaways
from the initiative, Meghana
says, "Practical problem solving
is the way to bridge the gap be-
tween school learning and real-
life issues.”
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Dainik Jagran 25-March-2021
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Rajasthan Patrika 25-March-2021
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