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AP seeks Rs 1,000 cr
grant for flood relief

AMARAVATI

Pegging the overall damage
caused by the recent heavy
rains and floods at Rs
6.054.29 crore, the Andhra
Pradesh government on
Wednesday requested the
Centre to immediately re-
lease Rs 1,000 crore as in-
terim relief towards flood
relief and restoration works.

Chief Minister YS Jagan-
mohan Reddy wrote an
identical letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, detailing the
havoc caused by heavy rains
and floods between Novem-
ber 13 and 20, mainly in
Anantapuramu, Kadapa,
Chittoor and SPS Nellore
districts.

“Despite arranging teams
well in advance and serious
efforts by the government to
save the lives of people, 40,
including a State Disaster
Response Force constable,
died and 25 others were re-
ported missing, As many as
324 relief camps have been
arranged, accommodating
69,616 persons in the af-
fected districts and they are
still continuing,” CM said.

“The worst affected were
the farmers as crops (like
paddy, Bengal gram, cotton,
black gram, groundnut and
sugarcane) ready for har-
vesting were damaged,”
Jagan added. Agricultural
crops in 142 lakh hectares
suffered damage, with the
estimated monetary loss
being Rs1,353.82 crore. Hor-
ticultural crops in 42,299

AMARAVATI: The Andhra
Pradesh Assembly on
Wednesday passed the
AP Cinemas (Regulation)
(Amendment) Bill 2021,
paving the way for an on-
line movie ticketing sys-
tem to be administered
by the State government.
The government said
the amendment would
help the government reg-
ulate cinema ticket pric-
ing and check exploita-
tion of moviegoers.
Transport Minister
Perni Venkataramaiah,
who tabled the Bill on be-
half of Jaganmohan
Reddy, said that the gov-
ernment brought the
amendment to regulate

Assembly passes Bill for
online sale of movie tickets

ticket pricing and stop
the exploitation of mid-
dle-class people by some
exhibitors. He cited the
current scenario of irreg-
ular ticket pricing, num-
ber of screenings, unau-
thorised shows and even
large gaps between the
taxes and film collec-
tions. In order to regulate
these, the govemment
has decided to introduce
a transparent online tick-
eting system, on the lines
of APSRTC and the Indian
Railways online ticketing
system, to keep a check
on tax evasions and en-
hance the movie theatre
experience in the state,
he said. 1ans

hectares, worth Rs 48.06
crore, were damaged.
Roads and irrigation sys-
tems were the worst hit,
with the deluge causing a
loss of Rs 1,756,43 crore and
Rs 556.96 crore respectively,
the Chief Minister pointed

out in the letter.
Civic infrastructure like
roads, pipelines, drains,

school buildings and com-
munity centres in munici-
palities suffered a loss of Rs
1,252 crore, Panchayat Raj
roads to a length of 2,254,32
km were battered, inflicting
a loss of Rs 38l.65 crore.

Rural Water  Supply
schemes worth Rs 45333
crore were also damaged,
the Chief Minister said.

Hundreds of electricity
feeders, substations and dis-
tribution lines were also
damaged, causing a loss of
Rs 252 crore,

He requested the Centre
to “come to the rescue of the
State” in this hour of crisis
and immediately release Rs
1,000 crore as interim relief
to help the affected families
and restore normalcy by un-
dertaking repairs to infra-
structure, pmi



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Statesman- 25- November-2021

YSR writes to PM to grant
31,000 crore as interim relief

HYDERABAD, 24 NOVEMBER

Estimatingthe damage causedto infra-
siructure and cropsby floodsinthe four
Rayalseema districts to be over Rs6000
croreAndhra Pradesh chief minister'Ys
Jagan Mohan Beddyhas urged Prime Min-
ister Narendra Moditogrant Rs 1000 crore
as interim relief.

Mr Reddy wroteletters to the Prime
Minister and Union home minister

Amit Shahand urged them toimmedi-
atelydeputelnterMinisterial Central Team
{IMCT) to assess the damage in the affect-
eddisiricts. He also requested the Cen-
tre to grant financial assistance o the
people liberally to affected families.
Outlining the massive damage caused
by the floods to human lives, crops and
infrastructure the chief minister stated
that 40 people died and 25 are still
missing, NS
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Low pressure area
likely over Bay of
Bengal in 24 hours

CHENNAL: A cyclonic circula-
tion lies over the Bay of Bengal
and a Low Pressure Area is likely
to form under its influence, the
India Meteorologial Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Wednesday
and forecast rainfall in different
parts of the southern states for
the next five days.

The cyclonic circulation lies
over southwest and adjoining
southeast Bay of Bengal, an IMD
press release said,

"Under its influence, a Low
Pressure Area is likely to form
over southwest Bay of Bengal
during next 24 hours. It is likely
to move westnorthwestwards
towards Sri Lanka and south
Tamil Nadu coast," it added.

The IMD forecast light to
moderate, scattered/ fairly wide-
spread rainfall as "very likely”
over coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Yanam, Rayalaseema, south
interior Karnataka, Kerala,
Mahe Tamil Nadu, Puduch-
erry and Karaikal during the
next five days.

Squally wind with speed

reaching 40-50 kmph gust-
ing to 60 kmph was likely over
southwest Bay of Bengal, Gulf
of Mannar along and off south
Tamil Nadu coast on November
24 and 25, it said and asked fish-
ermen not to venture into these
areas. The regional weather
office here said heavy to very
heavy rains were likely in some
areas in Ramanathapuram and
Nagapattinam districts of Tamil
Nadu in the next 24 hours.

It predicted heavy rains in
Madurai, Theni, Sivaganga,
Kanyakumari, Puthukottai, Ten-
kasi and Cauvery delta districts
of Tamil Nadu, besides Puduch-
erry and Karaikal during the
next 24 hours. MPOST
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Brimming Chennai lakes
filled with weeds and waste

‘Nearly 25 truck loads of waste removed from Retteri lake’

K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAI

Consistent rain this season
has not only filled lakes in
western parts of the city
with water but also with
weeds and waste from up-
stream. The Water Resourc-
es Department is removing
truckloads of vegetation that
has overgrown in lakes like
Retteri.

The chain of waterbodies
in Ambattur, Korattur and
Retteri have already reached
their full capacity. However,
these lakes are covered with
a thick layer of water hya-
cinth after the intense rain-
spell early this month.

An official of the WRD
said: “Nearly 25 truck loads
of weeds and waste were re-
moved from Retteri lake
alone over the past 10 days.
We had already carried out
the work as part of monsoon
preparedness. But, loads of
weeds had reached the lake
from upstream through sur-

plus courses and other
drains.”
The growth of weeds indi-

cate sewage pollution in the
waterbodies. Despite resto-
ration efforts, Ambattur lake
continues to be vulnerable
to the disposal of untreated
sewage from local bodies
like Ayapakkam.

Many of the neighbouring
local bodies still lack proper
underground sewer net-
work and hence waterbo-
dies turned a target for sew-
age discharge. Polluted
water too got conveyed
along with floodwater to the
lakes downstream and led to
the growth of weeds. Such
menace can be put to an end
only when the surrounding
localities get a sewer net-
work, officials said.

The three lakes together
have a storage capacity of
500 million cubic feet and
surplus water from Retteri
joins Red Hills reservoir’s
surplus course. “We convey
the waste and weeds re-
moved from the lakes to Ko-
dungaiyur dumpyard as of
now,” the official added.

The WRD continues to re-
lease 1,000 cusecs (cubic

feet per second) of surplus
water from Red Hills reser-
voir into the surplus course
that joins the Ennore creek.
Nearly 2,000 mcft of flood-
water have been drained in-
to the sea. Moreover, flood-
water from Retteri too joins
the channel.

Though the course has a
capacity to carry 7,000 cu-
secs, some of the low-level
areas downstream get water-
logged when the course car-
ries half its capacity. The
stormwater drains are often
connected at bed level in-
stead of the channel’s maxi-
mum flood level. The SWD
do not function during the
rainy season as the channel
is already flowing with flood-
water and there is reverse
flow from the SWD, water-
logging the nearby localities,
officials added.

The Water Resources Department is removing truckloads of
vegetation from lakes. =g.10THI RAMALINGAM
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‘11 tonnes of
liquid chlorine
being added to
drinking water’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Nearly 11 tonnes of liquid
chlorine is being added to
drinking water supplied
daily to the city to ensure
safe water to residents.

The liquid chlorine is be-
ing added to nearly 1,000
million litres of water
(mld), supplied daily to 85
lakh residents in the city, in
all water treatment plants,
including Kilpauk water
works and 16 water distri-
bution points.

Chennai Metrowater has
also doubled the frequency
of lifting water samples dai-
ly for quality checks.

On an average, nearly
600 water samples are be-
ing lifted every day from
various locations to test the
water quality.

Since the onset of the
Northeast monsoon, near-
ly 8,929 water samples
have been tested till Tues-
day.

Pamphlets on safe drink-
ing water and prevention
of water-borne diseases
were also distributed by
the personnel.

Chlorine tablets

A press release said Metro-
water personnel also distri-
buted chlorine tablets to
residents of low-level areas
and tenements.

Of the 15 lakh tablets
planned to be distributed,
nearly 7.25 lakh have been
provided so far.

Residents were advised
to mix one chlorine tablet
in 15 litres of water and use
after two hours.

Besides drinking boiled
water, residents were also
asked not to store addition-
al amount of water as suffi-
cient water is being sup-
plied now, the release
added.
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Can Andhra rebuild post floods?

ains have battered Andhra Pradesh, the second worst hit state in south

R})r:;!ia after Tamil Nadu. While the state government led by Andhra

desh chief minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has toiled hard and put

the right priorities on immediate relief and rehabilitation, legitimate questions
now arise as to if the state is ready for reconstruction of lost infrastructure.

Even as CM Jagan Mohan Reddy sends an emergency request, seeking Rs 1,000
crore from the Centre, it is unlikely going by past precedents that it would be
fully reimbursed. While the rain alerts still point to continuing immediate risks,
it is clear that the YSRC government will be able to save lives, accommodate
people in temporary shelters and provide them food and medicines in the
immediate run.,

But what about the mid-term focus? Since his term began in 2019, Mr Reddy
has focused on a high expenditure laden, big-heartedly cash-sop handing wel-
fare government, but at a cost of being skewed against focusing on development
of infrastructure, drawing in private investments and a rapid creation of jobs. A
heavy welfare thrust in governance is welcome, but with a rider — it must be
sustainable and affordable.

It is clear that battered roads, broken homes, shattered public infrastructure
from electric poles to telecom towers to schools, primary health centres and oth-
ers won't be reconstructed to good standards quickly because the AP govern-
ment cannot afford it. Even preventive measures like building sand dyke banks
along high-risk flood zones won't be possible in the next vear or so.

Directly handed-out cash for welfare to people is effective, and popular but can-
not be lauded if it comes at the cost of basic infrastructure management, main-
tenance, preventive measures against environmental disasters and natural haz-
ards, and rapid mid-term repairs and reconstruction. Sadly, rain battered AP
will stay damaged for far longer than it should. And the government has only
itself to blame.
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