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Despite NGT bansince 2015,

farming goes oninriver plains

TOXIC LINK Government officials say it is
difficult to keep a check on the entire Yamuna
floodplain or evict all farmers without giving

them an alternative source of income

NEWDELHL: Vegetable farming on
the floodplains of the Yamuna
continues unabated despite a
ban by the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) in2015. It was only
in December 2018 that the Delhi
government proposed tolaunch
an awareness campaign to dis-
suade citizens from eating vege-
tables grown on the river’s
banks as they contain toxins.

“A public awareness cam-
paign was agreed to be under-
taken for discouragingagricul-
ture and cultivation of vegeta-
bles on the Yamuna floodplain
and by dissuading people from
eating such produce as it leads
to entry of toxins in the food
chain,” stated a record note of
discussions of ameeting held by
aNGT-appointed committee.

InFebruary, HT had reported
that the two-member NGT panel
had discussed the issue in a
meeting held on December 24,
2018. _

In 2015, the NGT had directed
that no authority shall permit
and no person shall carry out
any edible crops or fodder culti-
vation on the floodplain till
Yamuna is made free and is
restored to its natural whole-
someness. “Itisanestablished
fact that presently, vegetables,
fodder grown and allied projects
at the flood plain of river
Yamuna are highly contami-
nated.”

A record note signed by the
two members of the NGT-ap-
pointed committee, Shailaja
Chandraand BS Sajwan, read,
Since the pollution of the river
has increased manifold, the
monitoring committee
requested that an early direc-
tion be given to the authorities

concerned.”

Governmentofficials said itis
difficult to keep an eye on the
entire floodplain or stop farm-
ers from growing vegetable. A
senior government officer, who
did not wish to be named, said,
“Within Delhi, the Zone O (River
zone) is almost 52km long and
800 metres to 3.5 km wide,
dependingon thelocation. Inall
it covers some 9,700 hectares.
Yes, farming takes placesin this
zone but It is not possible to
evictallfarmers and stop farm-
ing without giving them an
alternate source of income.”

Farmers, however, said if
growing vegetables along the
river is stopped then Delhi
would have to depend on sup-
plies from the neighbouring
states which would not just lead
to pricerise but alsocitizens get-
ting stale stock.

Farming is carried out all
along the Yamuna's stretch
which ismore than 22 km long.
Asper the Economic Survey of
Delhi 2017-18 and the Delhi Peas-
ant Multipurpose Society an
area of 2,500 hectares is under
farming on Yamuna flood-
plains.

The concern stems from the
notion that farmers depend on
the polluted river water toirri-
gate the fields. Earlier studies
by TERI, Toxics Link and other
NGOs had suggested that the
vegetables and soil samples con-
tain high doses of metalssuch as
lead, nickel chromium and mer-
cury.

“Barring a few individuals,
no farmer uses the dirty water
from the Yamuna. Even those
using the river water directly
use it only to grow cattle feed.
We use bore wells touse ground
water thatissafe,” said Nirbhay
Singh, a farmer whose family
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Lead

ST

B 15  within

the limit
15 Within

Poison in the food chain

A study by NEERI has shown that vegetables grown on the Yamuna's floodplains
contain high doses of lead, which on prolonged consumption may cause cancer
B Permissible limit of FSSAI (in mg/kg)
I Highest level detected in vegetables (in mg/ko)

DR 5

bridges and local markets

owns nearly 600 bighas of land.

Farmers claimed that their
productsare regularly tested by
the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI) and
levels of pesticides have been
found to be within safe limits.
Theinterimreport submitted by
the NGT-committee in the green
court suggested that farmers
should be made aware of the
adverseeffects associated with
excess use of certain pesticides,
insecticides, chemical fertiliz-

More than

5 times

5 the limit
of permissible
B 0.25 Within A
Mercury & 024 themit s
Areas where Vegetables tested
veggies grown a Cabbage, cauliflower, radish, brinjal
on Yam“l"a ‘_-_r';‘!‘ coriander, f_enugreek and spinach
lains are sold { ]

P tees WA Possible sources

T Industries dealing in automobiles, battery,

i= paint, polythene, pesticides and lead

processing units
lil-effects of Lead
Prolonged consumption may
% / lead to lower energy levels,
N damage the functioning of the

& L ] / : brain, lungs, kidney and liver,
Samples were  Where are the l damage blood composition and
collected from*  vegetables sold other important organs. Long
*Veggies from Yamuna are also sold on term exposure of metals may

ers, irrigation water (if contami-
nated) during cultivation.
Organic farming may also be
explored in these areas.

The NEERI report also says
that farmers may be asked to
maintain details of their land
under cultivation, type of crops
grown, quantity and source of
water used, type and quantity of
fertilizers, pesticides or any
other substance used for differ-
ent crops in different seasons.
Thiswould helptokeepatabon

even cause cancer

In 2015, NGT had banned cultivation of vegetables on the flood banks -

the farming practices, the
report suggests,

According to farmers, Win-
ter crops include cauliflower,
carrot, fenugreek, spinach
while ridge gourd, ladies’ fin-
gersand bitter gourd are grown
in summer. During a field visit
in February, the farmers had
told Hindustan Times that the
crops would die and the yield
drop drastically if they had been
using contaminated river water
forirrigation.
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Where is the ra]n?

Met keeps hope up

TIH‘ News Ntﬂbomt{ro!«(

New Delhi: Despite a red
alert issued for Delhi-NCR
over moderate to heavy rains
onThursday, rains eluded the
capital to a large extent. Only
aspell of light rain and drizz-
le was recorded in parts of so-
uth Delhi. Overcast skies re-
mained prevalent through
theday withamaximum tem-
perature of 30.5 degrees Cel-
sius recorded — four notches
below normal for this time of
the season. The IMD, howe-
ver, says morerainsare likely
tooceur this week with a fore-
castof moderaterainsfor Fri-
day and light showers on Sa-
turday and Sunday.

Palam recorded 0.6mm of
rainfall between 8.30am to
5.30pm, Ridge and Ayanagar
recotdedﬂ.ﬂmmandbimmof
ﬂmcitgreeordadnorainaxall.
Lodhi road recorded ‘trace’
rainfall.

“The trajectory of rain
changed after touching south
Delhi. However, conditions
remain ideal for more rain in
the coming days,” said a
Met official.

- Delhihasreceived178.8mm
of rain between July 1and July

LEFT RIGH & DRY: Light rain was
recorded in parts of south Delhi

25 — seven percent more than

the 30-year average of 166.5
mm. The capital received its
heaviestspellof rainon July 22
when 50.2mm was recorded at
Safdarjung. Overall, Delhi has

received 189.8mm of rainfall
this season — an 18% deficit
‘against the normal of 230mm,

officials added.
~ The humidity levels on
Thursday remained on the

‘higher side, oscillating bet-

ween 75% and 90%. The mini-

‘mum temperature was recor-

dedat 25degrees —twodegre-
es below normal. Friday’s fo-
recast shows a maximum and
minimum of 31 and 24 degre-
es Celsius respectively with
moderate rain expected.

Delhi’s air quality was
classified in the ‘satisfactory’
category on Thursday, with
an Overall Air Quality Index
(AQD)of 78.
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LS passes B1]l to set up smgle tribunal
to settle mter—state water disputes

EXPRESS NEW'S SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

- ABILL to help adjudicate disputes related to
water sharing and rivers was tabled and
passed in Lok Sabha on Thursday amid
protests from the Opposition.

The Inter-State River Water Disputes
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, which seeks to
amend the Inter-State River Water Disputes
Act, 1956, proposes setting up of a Central

tribunal.

As partof this, the existing nine tribunals
looking at water disputes — including those
of the Cauvery, Mahadayi, Ravi, Beas,
Vansadhara and Krishna — will be dissolved
soon as it becomes law.

Opposition parties, led by Congress floor
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, maintained
that they do not have any particular objec-
tion to the content itself but said that the Bill
should have been tabled after consultation
with the states.

Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said states had already been con-

Tef?,Q

JalShakti
Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat

sulted in 2013 for a similar Bill, which was
introduced in2017. That Bill Iapsed with the
end of the 16th Lok Sabha.

Shekhawat told the House: “There are
nine tribunals. Four tribunals took 10-28
years to deliver their awards. There is no
time-frame to adjudicate disputes, and tri-
bunals are extended indefinitely."

While BJP member Nishikant Dubey
called it a “necessary Bill", Congress's
Chowdhury, BJD's BMahtab and DMK mem-
ber TR Baalu opposed it. None of the objec-
tions raised was against the Bill's content, with
all three MPs questioning the Central govern-
ment's apparent haste in “bulldozing” Bills,

especially considering water isa state subject.

Under the present system, two laws deal
with water-related disputes: the River Boards
Act, which deals with projects in relation to
river basins in particular, and Inter-State
Water Disputes Act, 1956, which addresses
issues of water disputes between states. Each
time a dispute arises between states in rela-
tion to water-sharing, or in any other issues
related to rivers that run through both states,
acomplaintis made tothe Centre and a tribu-
nalis set up to look in to the matter.

But setting up a tribunal, and awarding of
the case, can take anythingbetween sixand 20
years, the government said. The new Bill pro-
poses toreduce the time it takes to constitute a
tribunal by forming a permanent agency, com-
prising benches that will be permitted to hear
more than one dispute.

“The total time period for adjudicationof a
waterdispute by the Tribunal has been fixed at
a maximum of four-and-a-halfyears,” the Bill
states, “The decision of the Bench of the Tribunal
shall befinaland binding on the states..withno
requirement of the publication in the Official
Gazette.”
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TELLING NUMBERS

State—by—state. supply of inped
water in villages (@“19’

GUJARAT, WITH 78.46% of its
64,77,917 rural households being pro-
vided water through taps at present,
has the highest penetration under the
National ‘Rural Drinking Water
Programme (NRDWP), a reply tabled
by the Ministry of Jal Shakti in
Parliament shows. Among smaller
states, Sikkim has the highest cover-
age at 99.34% for its 88,013 rural
households. West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh are at the bottom of the table
with 1.31% (of 1,63,35,210) and 1.33%
(of258.81,064)mral households cov-

ered respectively.

The data on individual household
tap connections through Piped Water
Supply (PWS) was provided by the
Integrated Management Information
System (IMIS) of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti. The information was provided
to Lok Sabha by Minister of State for
Jal Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria.

The reply said that as per the
Union Budget Speech 2019-20, it had
been envisaged to ensure piped wa-
ter supply to all rural households by
2024 under the Jal Jeewan Mission. It
added that the Programme, under the
Department of Drinking Water and

.

Sanitation, would “focus on integrated -
demand and supply side manage-
ment of water at the local level, in-
dudmgcrmncf local infrastructure

and management of household
wastewater for reuse”,

% OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLD
CONNECTIONS WITHPWS ASON
18/07/2019
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