F NO. T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE/ ’[,”7
@i, ‘ Government of India
W Ministry of Jal Shaki
Dept. of Water Resources, RD&GR

Central Water Commission

HRA THR

Stet Afed Frer

STer WaTersT AT fasrd wd @i wRaqor faster 2
HAT STel JHRANT B BTl
ST U 3R Bere Water System Engineering Dlrectorate

g 26.44.2019

favy - AER gat A HETr &1 gEgdrwIon

STol gareT e 3R d9g [Avdl & Faftd gAmER g4 Hr ST B FA ST
W%mwawm(mmwm/ﬁﬂwmﬂmlﬂa
)%W%ﬁvmﬁwﬂm%l%mﬁmaﬁrwm

FeIT STel AT T dqAET WX Y AU T S| 315{-\
©5. 119019
CIEATICTCICTE

KR EICIERIE P HECIRGEIGE

HoldaTeh: IGNFT

37 frder, (o 9. 31) Bide %}

Q/(,]NIV’

foreres, (Gy/ﬁ) e @

A €\

19

Har #,
egeT, &, of. 37T, 5 Gear
yfafaf

HeF (STl Aotell Ud IRATSHAN HHbed TS JTaure / #Adr gatr) AR
AABRY 3 - T FUIT Shog1 g STel 3TANT HI JTAST Www.Cwe.gov.in 9T 3W|

2" Floor(South), SewaBhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel: 011-29583521

E-mail: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

gfadra dar(ctaron), dar s

TH FoT 7H, 75 feeel -110066
NTET 011 -29583521,
AT wsedte-cwc@gov.in

o5Ter HRaTuT-RfETa sifasye

#Conserve Water- Save Lifeé




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 26-’{ ;Q 0/07

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Delhi)

The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)

T@T e (Rree)

[[] Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
[[] Deccan Cronicle

‘he Economic Times (New Delhi)
[] Business Standard(New Delhi)

in the following newspaper

fRgrame (1§ Reeh)
S AR g (718 el
garra Y (Reeh)
TerEaE uideEr (78 ee)

[[] The Tribune (Gurugram)

O
[ 2fe sraw (@3 R

Financial Express

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

'Will find out the truth about
water quality in city, says SC

Warns Centre, Delhi Govt Agalnst Playlng Polltlcs Over Pollution

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

the ongoing verbal war betwe-
en the Centre and Delhi go-
vernment on quality of drin-
king water supplied in the ca-
pital, the Supreme Court on
Monday warned them against
playing politics over the issue
of pollution and said that it wo-
uld not “spare” any authority
if people were forced to suffer
for their inaction.

Although the issue of water
supply was not listed for hea-
ring, a bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and Deepak Gupta took
noteof the ongoing controversy
over drinking water quality in
Delhi and said it will take suo
motu cognisance to find out the
truth about water quality.

Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) in its recent report said
water quality of many cities
was found to be below par and
Delhi’s water is the worst
among 21 big cities. The study
was conducted as per directions
of the ministry of consumer af-
fairs, food & public distribution
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DJB had recetly opened up the Sonia Vihar facility to explain the rigorous
purification methods it undertakes before supplying water to homes

to check the quality of piped
drinking water being supplied
in the country in keeping with
theobjectives of Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion. The Centre and the city go-
vernment have been trading al-
legations over the BIS report.

~ The findings of BIS were
strongly refuted by the Delhi
government and Delhi Jal Bo-
ard which said water samples
from eight of nine places in
De1h1 that figured inBIS report

have been found fit for drin-

kingduringa second analysis.

Taking exception to the
ongoing controversy, the
bench told the Centre and Del-
hi government that instead of
indulging in mud-slinging,
they should focus on the pro-
blem. “You can do politics-and
fightbutnoton the issue of pol-
lution. Don’t politicise the is-
sue,” the bench said.

‘iYou are not sitting toget-

AfRAH SaRYT (75 Reed)

3P IATET (A Rowel)
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her and blammg each other.
Blame game is also going on
water. You are politicising the-
se issues. We won't tolerate it.
We cannot let people die of pol-
lution. People’s life is not che-
ap,” thebench said and made it
cleartotheDelhichief secreta-
ry that the officials will be pu-
nished if theyfailed todischar-
ge their duties in protecting
thelives of people.

As the chief secretary took
the stand that the administra-
tion in Delhiis facing governan-
ce problem with two power cent-
res, the bench said it won’t ac-
cept that excuse and the two go-

- vernments must sort out their

differencesfor the sake of welfa-
reof peopleliving in the city.
“Theissueof governanceis
your subject. You cannot just
blame others and get scot-free.
You are liable to people and
we want Delhi to be clean.”
People’s life is not cheap and
you will have to pay compensa-
tion to people for their suffe-
ring. If you need more money
then tell us how much you ne-
ed. We will provide the funds,”
the bench said. e
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Project announced ahead of 2017 W
by-election yet to take off in Odisha

Tendering process for 1rr1gatlon project yet to be completed, govt. rephes to RTI query

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Two years after Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik an-
nounced one of the most ambi-
tious irrigation projects in the
State, the government has not

made any expenditure for its

execution.

Just before the Bijepur by-
election in 2017, the govern-
ment had announced the
State’s first underground irriga-
tion project — Gangadhar Meh-
er Lift Canal System.

In response to an RTI query,
the government said that the
tendering process for the pro-
ject is yet to be completed.

L

Naveen Patnaik

“The administrative sanc-
tion for the project, which en-
tails an investment of ¥1,340.55
crore, has been approved by
the government In 2018-19 and

Rgwam (1§ Red)

gorra dedy (Reel)

Srededr (Reel)

G

2019-20 budget provision of
%200 crore and 100 crore has
been made,” the government
said.

As per the plan, water will be -

" drawn from Hirakud Dam

through Bargarh Main Canal.

Over 70 villages to beneﬁt
The water will travel 17.64 km
through the pipeline up to Bari-
hapali Secondary Reservoir.

From Barihapali reservoir,
the water will be delivered to
farmers in the designed ayacut
area, including 74 villages in Bi-
jepur block.

There will be a mix of under-
ground gravity and pressure
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pipe distribution network with
outlets every 4.5 hectare patch
of land.

It is estimated that an area of
about 25,600 hectares would
be irrigated in the three blocks.
Though the project was to be
implemented over five years, -
no expenditure has been made.

“The announcement was
meant to deceive voters ahead

. of the Bijepur polls in 2017

when the BJD and the BJP were
locked in a bitter contest. Had
the government been serious
about the project, it would
have been fast-tracked,” al-
leged Pradip Pradhan, RTI acti-
vist.

HINDU - 28.// R0/9

Fresh blodlver81ty study

of proposed

dam sought

It threatens six endangered mammal species’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
The Centre has recommended
a biodiversity study of the pro-
posed 3,097 MW Etalin Hy-
droelectric Project in Aruna-
chal Pradesh by a credible
international institute since
_ the current environmental im-
pact assessment was found to
be “completely inadequate”.
The Forest Advisory Com-
‘mittee of the Union Ministry of
Envn'onment Forest and Cli-
mate Change (MoEFCC) had
recently discussed the diver-
sion of 1,165.66 hectares of for-
est land for the construction
of the mega project in the

State’s Dibang Valley district
- by Etalin Hydroelectric Power

Company Limited.

The project, estimated to
cost ¥25,296.95 crore, is pro-
posed to be completed in se-

R

ven years but would entail fell-
ing  2,80,677 trees
threatens the existence of six
globally-endangered mammal
species. The area also has 680
species of birds, which is
about 56% of the total avian
species found in India.

Rich biology
The committee advised cau-
tion in pursuing the project
since it falls under the “richest
bio-geographical province of
- the Himalayan zone” and
would be located at the junc-
tion of the Palaearctic, Indo-
‘Chinese and Indo-Malayan
bio-geographic regions.

' The panel also sought the
~views of the National Tiger
“Conservation Authority as the
area is a big cat habitat with 12
tigers and eight clouded leo-
pards having been spotted.

and
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Desplte claims, no let—up in

waste flow into holy Bein «”

UNHOLY TREATMENT Pollution from key points yet to be plugged

APARNA BANBR]I

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SULTANPUR LODHI, NOVEMBER 25
Over a fortnight after 550th
Gurpurb celebrations peaked
at Sultanpur Lodhi, over 5
million litre per day (MLD)
untreated = water/sewage

from various sources contin- |

ues to pour into the Kali
Bein at five key points.

While  the  massively
revamped and beautified city
of Sultanpur Lodhi has been
cleaned up, hopes of a clean-
er Kali Bein (in which thou-
sands of devotees took a dip
on Gurpurb) eludes the town.

While the PPCB chairman
says cleanliness of the Bein
had been ensured and all
points of pollution plugged
on November 11 and 12, The
Tribune correspondent saw a
contrast picture.

Moreover, despite a notice
by the SGPC, Ber Sahib Gur-
dwara continues to dump
dirty water into the Bein-

Notable, there are five

points where dirty water gets
mixed with the Bein - the
Kapurthala STP = (which
routes waste into the Wadala
drain), Bhalane Dian Colon-
ian (which carries treated
water waste from the Rail
Coach Factory and the
untreated waters of the
defunct Kapurthala STP),
Sultanpur Lodhi STP and
the rear side of the Ber Sahib
Gurdwara from where a pipe
dumps waste from the lan-
gar into the Bein. Besides,
illegal water pipes in colonies
along the Bein banks also

pollute the Bein.
Eighteen years ago, a
choked hyamnth—ndden Bem

8 <t

A sewage pond of an STP that flows ino the Kali
Bein; and (right) waste water from Ber Sahib
Gurdwara falls into the water body at Sultanpur
Lodhi on Monday. PHOTOS: SARABJIT SINGH

5 MLD WASTE GOES INTO BEIN

had been revived by environ-
mentalist Balbir  Singh
Seechewal. Recently, he
refused an award citing
unclean Bein.

. Satnam Singh, manager
of Ber Sahib Gurdwara,
said, “The pipe was routed
there five to seven years
ago for rice and pulses
from the gurdwara langar
so that fish could be fed. We
will remove this very soon.
Another new langar hall
was recently built and all

waste is now being shifted

to the other side of the road
Eway from the Bem
}ws—/

o ey

Tejinder Singh, sarpanch,
Seechewal village, says, ‘“We
had thought the 550th
Parkash Utsav would result
in a cleaner Bein. However, 1-
2 MLD of untreated water
from the Sultanpu.r Lodhi
STP is falling into the Kali
Bein on aregular basis. While
water gathered into sewage
ponds is supposed to drain
into fields for irrigation,
much of it is being dumped
into the Kali Bein.”

PPCB chairman Satwinder
Singh Marwaha said, “I had
visited the Bein on Novem-
ber 11 and 12 and all pollut-

ing points had been closed.
Several notices’ have also
been given and action has
been taken against erring
officials. I am not aware of
the current situation.”
Harbir Singh, Senior Envi-
ronmental Engineer, PPCB,
said, “The Kapurthala STP is

_ set for a Rs 2 crore upgrade

which has been cleared today.
Directions have also been
issued to the sewerage board
on the same. That is expected
to be complete by March
2020. That will stop effluents
from Kapurthala from flow-
mg into t.he dram St

RS
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Hazares village shows Sweden
the way to tackle water crisis

STOCKHOLM, NOVEMBER 25
Social activist Anna Hazare’s
village Ralegan Siddhi has
become an inspiration of a
major ground water recharg-
ing project on a Swedish
island in the Baltic Sea facing
acute shortage of drinking
water”  in summers, an
uncommon phenomenon in
the Nordic country bestowed
with abundant natural water.
Unlike the mainland Swe-
den where large clean water
lakes provide unhindered

supply of water to a popula-

tion of 10 million, the condi-
tion is quite opposite in
Storsudret in Southern Got-
land, a Swedish island.

The area normally populated

by just 900 people is thronged
by tourists and residents in /

summers bringing severe
strain on  groundwater
resources, prompting the local
administration to stop housing
constructions and other water
dependent activities.

The reason is the topogra-
phy of Storsudret having thin
soil layers which does not
allow the rainwater to
recharge ground water drain-
ing itinto the seavery quickly.

“There is severe water short-

Ralegan Siddhi has become an inspiration
of a ground water recharging projectona
‘Swedish island in Baltic Sea facing acute

it works here then it can work
anywhere in the world,”
Staffan Filipsson, expert at
IVL Swedish Environmental
Research Institute leading the
project, said in an interaction
with journalists here.

The researchers were left
with the option of desalination
plant which could make the
Baltic water drinkable for the
population but involves high
energy consumption.

Rupali Deshmukh, anoth-
er expert at the IVL, gave an
idea to start a project using
traditional  conservation
knowledge of the Indian vil-
lagers to store rainwater
and marry it with latest
information  technology
tools to study the outcome.

shortage of water

age in southern parts of Got- Filipsson says Storsudret
land. So they have to bring receives more than enough
water from the northern partof rainwater to ensure ade-
the island. We have placed a quate water supply but the
test bed for water supply in the challenge is to collect and
region. The reasonwhyweput  store the water so that it
the testbed hereis becauseitis lasts through the summer.

sodifficult. If we can show that The project has been sanc-

tioned 8 million Swedish kro-
na from the innovation
agency Vinnova and an addi-
tional 8 million Swedish kro-
na from participating organi-
sations, he said.

Deshmukh, who hails
from Nagpur in Maharash-
tra, said there were similar-
ities in the topography of
Ralegan Siddhi and Storsu-
dret where traditional
knowledge was being used
to conserve ground water.

“We got knowledge from a
small village in India — Rale-
gan Siddhi. We are using tra-
ditional rainwater harvesting
like check dams, groundwater |
ponds etc used by the village |
which was never used herein |
Sweden,” she said. — PTI /
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0 dam scam cases ‘with no lmks to

Prafulla.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com {m,'

Mumbai: Two days after Ajit
Pawar was appointed deputy
chief minister, the anti-cor-
ruption bureau closed nine
cases of alleged irregulariti-
esinirrigation projectsbeing
executed by Vidarbha Irriga-
| tion Development Corpora-
tion in Amravati district.
ACB director general Pa-
| rambir Singh told TOI on
Monday thatnone of theseca-
ses has any connection with
Pawar. “We probed 45 cases, of
which nine have been closed.
In28cases, departmental pro-
be has been initiated against
erringofficials,” said Singh.
NCP leader Nawab Malik
said, “This has proved us
right. We have been saying
from the start that there was

ﬂ", nothing wrong. It shows that

BJP was wrong in making
these allegations.”

Soon after Fadnavis had ta-
ken over thereinsas CM in Oc-
tober 2014, he had ordered a
probeagainst NCPleaders Ajit
Pawar and Sunil Tatkare for
theiralleged involvement in ir-
regularities in irrigation pro-
jects. While Pawar was not na-
med in any of the cases, the
ACB recorded his statement
on October 21, 2015 while pro-
bing the Balganga irrigation
project in Raigad district. The
ACB has already registered cr-
iminal cases against F A Co-
nstructions, which was gran-
ted the contract for the project.

Singh said the ACB is pro-
binga total of 2,656 tenders of
45 projects under the VIDC as
two public interest litiga-

tions were filed in 2012 before -

District: Washim |
Gondegaon small
irrigation project
Yavatmal | Pachpahur  §
small irrigation project; |
Kohan small irrigation;

dated K6, //20/?

Bambala ro- @ Madis 28 ST " _]
Bambala Bmi'ﬁz: i Allnvdl I.Saghan' river project;
Bembala Dehani lift Pandhari river project
irrigation project Buldhana | Khadakpurna project
the Bombay highcourt’sNag- five. An open inquiry into 45

pur bench. So far, an open in-
quiry has been completed in
212tenders, outof which FIRs
have been registered in 24 ca-
ses and chargesheets filed in

tenders was closed as no of-
fence was disclosed during
probe. “We closed nine inqui-
ries, none of which are in re-
spect of Shri Ajit Pawar, who

jit’ closed

was then chairman of
VIDC,” Singh said.

Singh said all 24 FIRs are
currently under investiga-
tion and none of these cases
hasbeen closed. “Open inqui-
ries into various projects and
tendersare in progress.”

Congress spokesman Sa-
chin Sawant said the ACB’s
decision to close key cases rai-
ses doubts over the agency’s
credibility “Our contention
that central and state agenci-
esaremisused for political ga-
ins has been established. Ajit
Pawar was investigated by
state agencies and now, after
hehasjoined the government,
the files have been closed. All
thisappearssuspicious. Inthe
past, too, crucial casesagainst
Congress and NCP leaders ha-
ve been dropped after they qu-
it the party,” said Sawant.
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