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Rain batters Hyderabad, sets
111-year record for 24 hours e

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu

-« letters@Hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: Record rains lashed

thetwin cities of Hyderabadand

Secunderabad in Telanganafor
nearly 12 hours from Tuesday
eveningto Wednesday morning
and disrupted normal life by
inundatinglow-lying areas and
causingtraffic snarls.

India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) director (Hydera-
bad) Y K Reddy said Trimul-
gherry in Secunderabad Canton-
mentreceived themaximum13.2
cmrainfall, which is the highest
for a 24-hour period in Septem-
ber over the last 111 years.
AccordingtoIMDdata, 7.5cmto
13.2 cm rainfall was recorded
elsewhere in the twin cities.

AccordingtotheIMD, the pre-
vious highest rainfallin Hydera-
bad over a 24-hour period in Sep-
tember was 15.32 cm in 1908.
“Usually, the rainfall in the
month of September will beless
asthe monsoon season will con-
clude by the month-end. That

= Auto-rickshaws are partially submerged in a flooded street after
heavy rainfall in Hyderabad on Wednesday. AP

way, witnessing such a huge
rainfallin thismonthisarather
unusual phenomenon,” Reddy
said.

Reddy said Hyderabad had
received rainfall of this magni-
tudeseveral timesinthepast. As -
per official records, the highest
rainfall Hyderabadreceivedina
span of 24 hours was 24 cm on
August 25,2000. Itreceived 35.51
mm ofrainin October 1916.

The heavy rains mundated

several roads and low-lying
areas across the twin cities and
caused traffic snarlsincludingin
upscale Banjara Hills, Jubilee
Hills, and Madhapur.

The IMD has predicted more
lightto moderate thundershow-
ersinthestate. “There will... be
moderate to heavy rainfall in
many parts of Telangana,’ * said
IMD (Hyderbad) weather fore-
casting wing head

‘DrK Nagaratna.
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Monsoon leaves Haryana parched

Rohtak, with defi C|ency of 72% is worst hit, followed by Panchkula

VIIAY MoOHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE (\( ‘)’Q
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 25
As monsoon retreats for this
year, it has left behind most
parts of Haryana parched, with
the overall rainfall in the state
being 43 per cent below the
long term average. The short-
fall is 16 per cent and 11 per
cent respectively for the neigh-

-bouring states of Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab.

From June 1 to September
25, Haryana received 251.4
mm rain against the normal of
440.7 mm for this period,
according to data made avail-
able by the India Meteorologi-
cal  Department  today.
Himachal and Punjab received
6382 mm and 4115 mm
respectively vis-a-vis the nor-
mal of 755.4 mm and 460.6 mm.

Rain has been below the
long term average in all the 22
districts of Haryana. Rohtak,
with a deficiency of 72 per cent
is the worst hit.followed by
Panchkula (-66%), Fatehabad
(-63%) and Panipat (-62%).

PUNJAB AND HIMACHAL ALSO BELOW AVERAGE

®From June 1 to September 25, Haryana received 251.4
mm rain against the normal of 440.7 mm for this
period, according to data made available by IMD

® Himachal and Punjab receiVed 638.2 mm and 411.5 mm
respectively vis-ais the normal of 755.4 mm and 460.6 mm

® Rain has been below long term average in 22 Haryana districts

The = shortfall ranged
between-23 per centto-57 per
centin 16 other districts. Sirsa,
with a deficiency of -13 per
cent and Yamunanagar with a
deficiency of 19 per cent were
two districts that were relative-
ly better off than the rest.

The entire tribal belt in the

upper regions of Himachal
Pradesh comprising the dis-
tricts of Chamba, Kangra,
Lahaul Spiti and Kinnaur,
that is the source of several
rivers, as well as Solan and
Sirmour in the southern part,
witnessed deficient monsoon.
~ Lahaul Spiti and Kinnaur

remained the driest with a
shortfall of -56 per cent and -
55 per cent respectively. Only
four districts, Kullu, Hamir-
pur, Una and Bilaspur
received rains above the long
term average, ranging from
two to eight per cent.

While four districts in Pun-
jab, Kapurthala, Bathinda,
Patiala and  Mukutsar
received excess rains rang-
ing from 21 per cent to 119
per cent, with Kapurthala
being the wettest, rains in
Ludhiana and Rupnagar
were above the average.

In eight districts, Moga,
Barnala, Sangrur, Mansa,
Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur and
Amritsar, the deficiency
fanged between — 26 per
cent to — 38 per cent while
in five other districts, Gur-
daspur, Faridkot, Tarn
Taran, SAS Nagar and Fate-
hgarh Sahib it remained
below the average.

Monsoon in the country as
awhole is six per cent above
the long term average.
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The monsoon continued to

bedevil commuters as in-
tense showers lashed Pune
city and district along with
other parts of western Maha-
rashtra in the past 48 hours.

Heavy downpours cou-,
pled with thunder from late
on Monday and throughout

Tuesday led to waterlogging -

and traffic snarls in a num-
ber of areas in the city and
its suburbs.

According to the Indxa
Meteorologlcal Department

(IMD), more rainfall accom- .

panied by thunderstorms
was expected in parts of the
State on Thursday and the
intensity was expected to re-
duce by the end of Septem—
ber 27. : ;
The city’s Shivajinagar

area received more than 46

mm rainfall jn a single hour

during the intervening night
" between Monday and Tues-

{day. The area received
i‘another 87.3 mm rainfall
- between Tuesday and Wed-
" nesday, while the Pashan
- area received 71.8 mm rain-
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Pedestrians wade through the waterlogged Bibvewadi-
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Kondhwa road on Wednesday after incessant ralnfall in
several parts of Pune. =manpar TANNU

fall during the same time.
“Despite the retreat of the

monsoon at hand, there

have been robust bouts of
rain. The midnight showers
of Monday and Tuesday are
the result of a local instabili-
ty generated by a rise in the
daytime temperature,” said
Dr. Anupam Kashyapi, head,
Weather & Air Pollution
Monitoring Unit, IMD.

He said rising tempera-
tures and high moisture le-
vels during the day gave way

- for convective activities in

the night, which led to heavy
showers accompanied by

prolonged lightning.

People working in the Hi-
nejwadi IT Park area had a
nightmarish ride back home
on Tuesday and Wednesday
owing to tremendous water-
logging at the Sayaji pass,
causing traffic to crawl.

Given the sheer mtensny
of rain, there were reports of
trees toppling in some parts
‘of the city.

Other parts of western‘,

. Maharashtra, including
some tehsils in Satara, Sangli
and Ahmednagar districts,

- too, were hit by steady spe]ls
of ram :

=
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Ram-soaked Gujarat expects

bumper peanut, cotton harvest

State has received over 125% of the season’s ralnfall till date

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 7/@' :

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat is expecting a bum-
per production of the cash
crops groundnut and cot-
ton, with the State having re-
ceived more than 125% of

the season’s total rainfall. A
total of 205 ‘dams in the
State are filled to 93. 73% of |

their capacity.

According to the data pro-
vided by the State Emergen-
cy Operation Centre, the

State has received 1,029.54
mm rainfall, almost 126.17 %
of its average annual rainfall
this season in a surplus

monsoon  after several

years.

Kutch and South Gujarat

received the maximum rain-
fall, 144.58% and 137.73%
respectively. North Gujarat,
however, received only
96.69% of the annual aver-
age rainfall, with the lowest
rainfall recorded in Banas-
kantha and Mehsana dis-
tricts at 89.1% and 89.28 %

_respectively.

Other districts like Patan,

Thanks toa favourable
monsoon, a bumper
groundnut harvest is likely.

Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad
and Mahisagar have also re-
ceived below-average rain-
fall this season, the data
showed. Chhota Udepur in
central Gujarat received the
maximum rainfall for a dis-
trict in the State, at 163.98
%, followed by Bharuch in
the South at 161.08%.

The Narmada Water Re-
sources and Water Supply
Department said all 205
dams or reservoirs in the
State are filled with 23,641.6

million cubic feet water as
on September 25. Of these,
nine dams have reached
100% of their capacity; 46
dams are 90% full, while 10
others are filled to 80% to
90% of their storage
capacity. - §

The State’s main water
source, the Sardar Sarovar

Dam on the Narmada, is

98.54 % full and is currently
at a level of 138.25 m as
against its full reservoir level

- of 138.68 m.-

Meanwhile, the State go-
vernment has decided to
start online registration for
the procurement of ground-
nut for 2019-20 under the
Centre’s Minimum Support
Price scheme from October

Civil Supply Minister
Jayesh Radadiya said actual
procurement would start af-
ter Diwali in 124 centers
across the State under CCTV
monitoring and foolproof

.arrangements for storage.
" This year, the MSP has been

fixed at ¥5,090 per qui

e lnlun]u)e R
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New IPCC report warns of dire threat 1o oceans 1

Mzﬁy

| Increased temperatures marine heatwaves more frequent extreme El N ino and La Nina events hkely ,

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With representatives from
nearly 200 countries at the
United Nations  Climate

Summit underway in the

United States, the Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Cli-

mate Change (IPCC) — the -

apex referee for scientific
evidence on the impact of
global warming — made pu-
blic a special report on Wed-
nesday that underlined the
dire changes taking place in
oceans, glaciers and ice-de-
posrts on land and sea.

‘Unprecedented’

“Over the 21st century, the
ocean is projected to transi-
tion to unprecedented con-
ditions with increased tem-

peratures, further ocean
acidification, marine heat-

waves and more frequent -
_extreme El Nifio and La Ni- .

fla events,” according to a
summary of the report
made available to pohcy-
makers.

The report updates scien-

tific  literature available

since 2015 — when the IPCC
released its comprehensive
5th Assessment Report —

and summarises the disas-
trous impacts of warming

based on current projec-

‘tions of global greenhouse _

gas emissions.

“It is virtually certain that .

the global ocean  has
warmed unabated since
1970 and has taken up more

“than 90% of the excess heat

Disaster ahead: The report updates literature available since

2015 and summarises the impacts of warming. PTI

in the chmate system (high'

confidence). Since 1993, the

rate of ocean warming has

more than doubled. Marine
heatwaves have very likely

doubled in frequency sirrce
1982 and are increasing in .
intensity,” the report notes.

The Southern Ocean ac-

counted for 35%-43% of the

total heat gain in the upper
2,000 m of global ocean

between 1970 and 2017, and :
its share increased to 45%— .

- 62% between 2005 and

20175 I

The Spemal Report on
the Ocean and Cryosphere
in a Changing Climate’ was
prepared following an IPCC
Panel decision in 2016 to
prepare three Special Re-

ports and follows the Spe-
. cial Reports on Global

Warming of 1.5°C (SRL.5),
~and on Climate Change and
" Land (SRCCL)

Countries’ commltment

The 1.5°C report was a key

input used in negotiations

- at Katowice, Poland last
year for countries to com-

!

fmt thernselves to cappmg
global temperature Tise to
°C by the end of the cen-
. “A major impact is in
j:he Hmdu Kush Himalayan
Regions,” said Anjal Pra-
kash, a researcher at The
Energy Resources Institute
\(TERI) School of Advanced
‘Studies, and among those
“involved with the report.
/. “Floods will become
' more frequent and severe in
~the mountainous and
- downstream areas of the In-
* dus, Ganges and Brahmapu-
 tra river basins, because of
an increase in extreme pre-
cipitation events. The sever-
ity of flood events is expect-
ed to more than double
towards the end of the cen-
tury,” she added
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Oceans rising faster ice I'I'Ie|tll1
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Due to chmate change, the
world's oceans are getting
- warmer, rising higher, losing
oxygen and becoming more
acidic at an ever-faster pace
. and melting even moreice and

‘snow, a grim international

science assessment concludes.
But that's nothing com-

pared to what Wednesday's

special United Nations-affil-

iatedoceans andicereportsays

is coming if global warming
doesn't slow down: three feet
of sea rise by the end of the
century, many fewer fish,
weakening ocean currents,
evenless snowand ice, stronger
and wetter hurricanes and
nastier El Nino weather sys-
tems, i

“The oceans and the 1cy'
parts of the world are in blg ;

/I ‘trouble and that means we re

(New D“l't\

CWC.

uDJlCFCu on 26’09 go/q in the mnownﬁ new,

=s (New Delhi)

Internatlonal Panel for climate Chang:
‘Lee wtth the special report on the ocean and cryosphere.
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allinbig trouble too,” saidone
of the report's lead authors,

* Michael Oppenhelmer, pro-

fessor of geosciences and
international affairs at Prince-
ton University. “The changes

.are accelerating.”

These changes will not

justhurtthe 71 per centof the -

world,covered by the oceans
or the 10 per cent covered in
ice and snow, but it willharm
people, plants, animals, food,
societies, infrastructure and
the global economy, accord-
ingto the special report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change

The oceans absorb more

than 90% of the excess heat’
~ from carbon pollution in the
 air, aswell as much of the car-

bon dioxide itself. The seas
warm more slowlythan the air
but trap the heat longer with
bigger side effects and the
reportlinks these waters with
Earth's snow and ice, called

the cryosphere, because their

futures are interconnected.

“The world's oceans and

cryosphere have been taking
the heatfor climate change for

decades. The consequences
~ for nature and humamty are

sweepmg and severe,” said Ko

Barrett, vice chair of the IPCC -

and adeputyassistantadmin-
istrator for research at the
U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

And for the first time, the -

international team of scien-
tists is pro;ectmg that “some
island nations are likely to

Cl

leEl 1 O ¢

i

fowaior,,

become u‘mnhablta e due
to climate-related ocean and
cryosphere change.” =
“Climate change is already
irreversible,” French climate
scientist Valrie Masson-Del-

; motte, areportlead author, said

in achnesday news confer-
ence in Monaco.

%“Dueto theheat uptakein
the ocean, we can't goback.
But manyoftheworst-case pro-
jections in the report can still
beavoided dependingonhow

-theworld handles the emissions
of heat-trapping gases, the -

report's authors said.

TheIPCCincreasedits pro-
Jected end-of-century sealevel
rise in the worst-case sce-
nario by nearly four inches (10
cennmeters) from 1 :

increased recent meltiny
sheets in Greenla
Antarctica.

The new report’

that under the busmess -as-

. usual scenario for carbon

emissions, seas by the end of
the century will rise between
two feet (61 centimeters) and

43 mches (110 centimeters)

with a most likely amount of
33inches (84 centimeters). This
is slightly less than the tradi-
tional 1 meter (39 inches) that
scientists often use. ,

“Sealevel continues torise
at an 1ncreasmg rate,” the
reportsaid. “Extreme sealevel
events that are hxstoncally
rare (once per century in the
recent past) are projected to
occur frequently (atleastonce
peryear) atmany locations by
2050

And sea level will rise two'}

to three times as much over
the centuries to comie if warm-

ing continues, so the world is
looking at a “future that cer-
tainlylooks completelydlﬁelent
than whatwe currently have "

_said

more:Report

report co-author Hans-
Otto Portner, a German climate
scientist. s

The Nobel Pnze-\mnmng
IPCC requires nations meet-
ing this week in Monaco to
unanimously approve the

. Teport, and because of that the

group's reports terid to show
less sealevel rise and smaller
harms than other scientific
studies, outside experts said.

' “Like many of the past
reports, this one is conserva-
tive in the projections, espe-
ciallyin howmuchice can be
lostin Greenland and Antarc-
tica,” said NASA oceanogra-
pher Josh Willis, who studies

Greenland ice melt and was-
n t part of the report.
© “We' renotdone our

sealevelrise projections and
wewon'tbe for awhile.” Willis
said people should be prepared
foransemsealevelstobett/vxce
these IPCC projections, =
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cities at high flood risk: IPCC

5I.ﬁTA, MUMBAI CI'IENNn UNDER THREAT

VIshvn.MoInn
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Four Indian co- :

astal cities — Kolkata, Mum-
bai, Suratand Chennai—will
be severely threatened due to
sea level rise while several
otheérs in the north India will
be exposed to acute water cri-

sisduetomelting of Himalay- -
an glaciers by the end of the

century,a UN body on climate
change hinted on Wednesday:

Sea levels, rising faster
than ever before, are on cour-

se to rise one metre higher

duetomeltingof iceinthebu-
siness-as-usual scenario by
2100, severely affecting over
1.4 billion people globally, a
special report on “oceans and

» 30-60cm rise by 2100
nearly certain even if carbon
emissions are sharply
reduoed gkl)zbal warmmg

| » If levels rise by 50cm,
| 45 cities with 5 lakh-plus

idents will be ﬂoqde_d

be hit by sea level rise,
melting ice & glaciers:

cryosghere” released by the
Intergovernmental Panel on

ned on Wednesday:

Four Indian cities are
among 45 such coastal port ci-
ties globally where even an in-
crease of sea level by 50cm
will lead to flooding. In fact,

Climate Change (IPCC) war-’

the extreme sea level events

that used to happen once a
century in the past will occur
every year by mid-century in
many regions, increasing
risks for many low-lying coas-
tal cities and small islands.

»Continued on P 15

240m in Himalayan reglons
to be affected by changes

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Sounding alarm
for urgent action to slow
down the pace of global
warming, an IPCC report re-
leased in Monaco on Wednes-
day said increasing warm-
ingof theoceansandacceler-
ated sea level rise would lead
to widespread death of ma-
rine life, leading to a seafood
crisis and increasingly de:
structive cyclones.

Marine heatwaves have
likely doubled in frequency
between 1982 and 2016, there-
port said, warning that the
pace of change was acceler-
ating. The IPCC report
warns that sealevels areris-
ing faster than previously
thought due to accelerating
rates of ice melt. It said that
sea levels would rise global-
ly by arcund 30-60cm by the
end of this century even if

-emissions of GHG are

sharply reduced and global
warming is limited to well

belodeegmeCelsms. Sy

10/(

NO ONE'S IMMUNE

-HOW WARMING
OCEANS, MELTING ICE
MAY IMPACT YOU

» Flooding in coastal cities
due to sea level rise
» Increase in tropical cyclone
and rainfall due to warming
of ocean
» Decrease in sea food due to
acidification of ocean
» Reduced-water availability
due to melting glaciers, snow,
ice and permafrost
» Coral bleaching due to.

. increase in marine heatwaves,
posing high risk to rocky shore
ecosystems

IPCCreportco-author An-
jal Prakashnoted thataround
240 million people of the en-
tire Hindu Kush Himalayan

JM LIKE THAT AJIT NINAN

fected due to changes in the
cryosphere as it may affect
the “world’s largest renew-
ablesupplies of fresh water.”
Fullreporton www.toi.in
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‘No e-wastel

, chsmanthng
on rlverbanks
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NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-

nal has directed the Uttar

Pradesh government to en-

* sure that there is no illegal

dismantling of e-waste
along the banks of the river
Ramganga in Moradabad,
while observing that it is an
important tributary of the
river Ganga.-

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said that any
dismantling or recycling

~had to ‘be done in accor-

dance with relevant hazar-
dous waste management
rules.

“Treatment, storage and
disposal facilities must also
be compliant 'with the
rules. Such precautions of
compliance of the rules are
required by all handlers or
recyclers of e-waste or ha-
zardous waste throughout
the country,” the Bench
said.

The green panel said
that the directive has to be

‘circulated to all authorities

concerned by the Central
Pollution Control Board.
During the hearing, the
U.P. Chief Secretary also in-
formed the tribunal that an

action plan prepared will

be executed in two stages.
“In stage I, there will be
temporary storage and in
stage II permanent facility
will be set up. Status report
has been handed over dur-
ing the hearing to the effect
that temporary storage has
been ensured and several
steps taken for permanent
disposal in TSDF at

' Amroha”
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‘Indiashould make two-bucket systemcompulsory”

NEWDELH], 5 SEPTEMBER

Union minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Wednes-
day said India should consider
making two-bucket system
compulsory for garbage dis-
posal, with one reserved for

* plastic waste. ‘
Addressinga conclaveon .

‘Circular Economy on Plastic

Deendayal Upadhyay Smri-
ti Manch, the Union minis-
ter for Jal Shakti said proper

segregation and recycling is

g@@

e :
the only solution to the envi--

ronmental risk posed by plas-
ticwaste. “The main challenge
is segregation of plastic waste

-atsource. Like Australia pop-

ularised the concept of the
dual-flush system to con-
serve water, India should
make the two-bucket sys-
tem, with one bucketreserved
for plastic waste, compulso-
ry,” Shekhawat said.

“In the US, each person

uses 120 kg of plastic every
. year.Itis 68 kgin Europe and

around 40 kg in China. In India,

“only 11 kg of plastic is used

.‘Drinléihg:

per person annually. Though
our plastic 'consumption' is

undoubtedly the lowest, our -

pollution (due to plastic) is the
maximum,” he said.
Shekhawat said the reasons
were that “we have a huge pop-
ulation and until now, we
lacked ways to recycle plas-
tic properly.” ;
he reason why India did
not have a way of recycling
plasticwas the lack of aware-
ness about pollution caused
by plastic, he said, adding a
' massive awareness campaign

has been started after the .

clarion call given by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.
Plastic cannotbeignored

completely, the Union Min- *

ister said while displaying a

- jacket made of recycled plas-

tic and wool.

He said T-shirts of global
sports brands, which are sell-
ingin the market for Rs 3,000
toRs 5,000, are made of recy-
cled plastic. The minister also
stressed on the importance of

‘involving the intelligentsia,

academia and youths to make
such awareness campaigns

successful.

B

water quality
inDelhibetter
than European

standards’

: - opab

PTI

NEW DELH, 25 SEPTEMBER

 Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
.Singh ‘Shekhawat on
Wednesday said Delhi's
water quality was, better
than European standards,
a day after his Cabinet col-
: IeagueRagnVﬂasPas:y‘anhad,
raised questions-aboutits '

pgtabih

 lines of an-event.
. Shekhawat's :
comes

reaction
es as boost to the%AP
~ governmentin the nation-

‘must be  his
rsonal opin-
1s ago, we

cked water sam-
ges from Sﬁfl‘g%ms in
- Delhi. All were better than
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Gujarat records 126% o

Ahmedabad: Gujarat has
received over 126 per cent of
the average annual rainfall so
far this monsoon, with the
total 205 dams in the State filled
to 93.73 per cent of their capac-
ity, State officials said on
Wednesday.

According to the data pro-
vided by the State Emergency
Operation Centre, the state
received 1,029.54 mm rainfall,
almost 126.17 per cent of its
average annual rainfall this
season.,

Kutch and south Gujarat
regions received 144.58 per
cent and 137.73 per cent rain-
fall respectively, the maximum
in the state, the officials said.

North Gujarat districts,
however, received only 96.69
per cent of annual average
rainfall, with the lowest rainfall
recorded in Banaskantha and
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Mehsana districts at 89.10 and
89.28 percent respectively, it
said.

Patan, Gandhinagar,
Ahmedabad and Mahisagar

are other districts that received
below average rainfall this sea-
som, the data showed.

_Chhota Udepur in central
Gujarat received the maxi-
mum rainfall for a district in
the state at 163.98 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bharuch in south at
161.08 per cent.

The data showed that
Saurashtra received 125.38 per
cent of the average rainfall, with
Jamnagar district in the region
receiving the maximum 149.49
per cent rainfall, followed by
Morbi at 139.54 per cent.

The Narmada Water
Resources and Water Supply
Department said that all the
205 dams or reservoirs in the

state are filled to 93.73 per cent
of their capacity with 23,641.6
million cubic feet water.- Of
these, nine dams have reached
100 per cent of their capacity.

Forty six of these dams are
90 per cent full, while 10 oth-
ers are filled around 80 to 90
per cent of their storage capac-
ity. Fifteen dams in north
Gujarat region are 61.23 per
cent full

The Sardar Sarovar Dam

i3 98.54 per cent full at 9,321.52
million cubic feet water and is
currently at a level of 138.25
metres as against its full reser-
voir level of 138.68 metres, the
government said.

season’s rainfall. dams 94% full

PTI
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MILIND GHATWAI
SEHORE (MP), SEPTEMBER 25

STANDING IN ankle-deep water engulfing
his field, Kamal Singh Dhangar takes a wild
shot at the likely yield from the soyabean
crop that practically lies in ruins behind him.

“Ek bora, do bora mushkil (one bag, two
bags with difficulty),” notes the 58-year old
with awry smile, minutes after a fresh spell
of rains has lashed Guradiya Sirajuddin vil-
lage in Ashta tehsil of Madhya Pradesh's
(MP)Sehore district. While the same three-
acre plot had given nearly 16 quintals of soy-
abean last year, Dhangar this time isn't sure
he can even afford labourers to harvest the
negligible produce staring in his face. He
draws solace only from his not being alone.
Most farmers in Guradiya Sirajuddin as well
as neighbouring villages have reported
widespread damage to their already ma-
tured standing crop.

Gulab Singh, who owns 10 acres not far
from Dhangar’s field, is ruing his decision to
have taken an additional six acres of land on
lease for cultivating soyabean and wheat
this year. " have paid the owner Rs 1.5 lakh.
By now, this soyabean crop should have
been ready for taking to Ashta mandi (agri-
culture produce market at the tehsil town,
about 10 km away). But my shauk (expen-
sive pursuit) has proved costly,” remarks the
60-year-old, who, too, cannot enter his field
without wading through water almost
touching the knees.

Seated at the edge of his flooded field a
few hundred meters away, Dev Singh, a
sprightly octogenarian, cannot remember
the year when the monsoon rains caused
such late-stage havoc. “I nay have been this
big," he says, pointing to a man many
decades younger to him.

Western MP, in which Sehore falls, has
received 13354 millimeters of average rain-
fall from June 1 to September 25, 58% more
than the region’s historical normal of 845.3
mm for this period. However, the real story
lies in the month-wise figures. In June, the
opening month of the southwest monsoon
season, the rains were actually 25.6% below
the long-period average. In July, they were

31.2% above average. That surplus rose to
63.6% in August, while a whopping 158%
more so far this month, confirming Dev
Singh's observation. Worse, there's little
respite, with more rains predicted over the
next few days.

The monsoon has taken its toll mainly
on soyabean. According to the Union agri-
culture ministry’s data, a total area of
113.449 lakh hectares (Ih) has been planted
under this leguminous oilseed in the cur-
rent kharif season, with the bulk of it ac-
counted for by MP (55.16 Ih), Maharashtra
(39.595 Ih) and Rajasthan (10.608 Ih).
Within MP, the main soyabean-growing dis-
tricts are Ujjain, Dewas, Indore, Dhar,
Ratlam, Mandsaur, Rajgarh, Shajapur,
Sehore and Vidisha. The crop in low-lying
areasis the one that has been worst affected.

“Farmers who had sown early-maturity
(80-90 days duration) varieties such as JS
9560 and JS 2034 just after mid-june will
take the biggest hit. Their crop would al-

ready have matured; the longer it remains
in the field, the more the chances of the
grainrotting. Also, these farmers will not be
able to save this grain for using as seed next

dated. ﬂé 90490‘20/0/

CLIMATE AND AGRICULTURE

Wet Woes

Too much of rains have spelt disaster for farmers in the country’s soyabean bowl

G

(Below) Octogenarian farmer Dev Singh and (above) Kamnal Singh Dhangar at his waterlogged soyabean field in Goradiya
Sirajuddin village of Madhya Pradesh’s Sehore district. Milind Ghatwai

year,” admits V S Bhatia, director of the
Indian Institute of Soyabean Research at
Indore.

Onthe other hand, longer-duration vari-
eties maturing in 95-105 days, like JS 20-69,
NRC 86 and |S 97-52, are unlikely to suffer
major yield loss, as their grain is not fully
vipe yet for harvesting. Moreover, since the
rains were poor in June, much of sowing
anyway took place in July, thereby further
reducing the likelihood of damage. “The
vegetative growth and pod formation has
been very good. As of now, the overall loss
may be 10-15% and the areas where the crop
is still good should compensate for those
badly impacted,” adds Bhatia.

The Soyabean Processors Association of
India (SOPA), on August 30, reported that
water-logging frem continuous rains in MP
had led to crop damage in “some low lying
areas”. But there was “no widespread and
excessive damage” and any such reports
were “either motivated or put forth with-
out verification,” the Indore-based associa-
tion had said, based on its own quick crop
survey assessment.

“Of course, there is damage to the cropin
parts of MP, but I cannot at this moment tell
how much. There is also too much unnec-
essary speculation in the market. At the
same time, the Maharashtra crop is excel-
lent,” claims D N Pathak, executive director

of SOPA, which is planning to undertake a
fresh survey whose report, though, will be
ready only by October 10.

This relatively sanguine prognosis is
countered by Kedar Sirohi, working presi-
dentof the ruling Congress party's Kisan cell.
According to him, almost 60% of the crop in
the Malwa-Nimad-Bhopal belt that pro-
duces over three-fourths of MP's soyabean
has been affected. Incessant rains and the
black soils of Malwa-Nimad, which tend to
hold water, have resulted in the plants not
even growing to full height. The 90-day va-
rieties have not merely matured, but the
pods have even started to germinate.

Meanwhile, the average modal price of
soyabean in the Ujjain mandi has risen from
Rs 3,576 to Rs 3,970 per quintal since the
start of this month. The current rates are
above the minimum support price of Rs
3,710 declared by the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment for the 2019-20 kharif season.

‘But all this only cold comfort for Santosh
Yadav, 38. He, like other farmers in
Lachhirampura village in Ashta, is awaiting
clear dry skies for a few days to salvage
whatever is left of his crop. With the fields
soggy and flooded, using combine har-
vesters is out of question. That could well
mean harvesting labourers raising their
rates from Rs 300 to Rs 500 per day. “I have
borrowed money from a trader, which has
to be repaid once my crop is harvested. Now,
thatit has nearly failed, he is likely to tell me
to simply eat less,” states Yadav half in jest.
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