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Modi Iaunches scheme for
groundwater conservation

ATAL JAL Project aims to improve groundwater levels in seven critically water-depleted states

HT Correspondent | T—26 /11—
» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHE: Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Wednesday dedi-

cated to the nation the world’s
longest mountain tunnel and
launched a groundwater conser-
vation mission, both named after
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, on thelat-
ter's95th birth anniversary.
The Atal tunnel, an under-
ground passage of strategic
importance beneath Rohtang
Pass in Himachal Pradesh, cuts
theroad distance between Lehin
the Union territory of Ladakh
and Himachal's Manali by 46
hours and reduces travel time
between Leh and Manali by five

. hours. It will increase the coun-

try’s all-weather accessto Leh,
Ladakh, Kargiland other remote
parts of Jammu Kashmir.
“This is a gift to the people of
Himachal Pradesh on the occa-
sion of Vajpayee-ji's birthday.
The Atal tunnelisanational tun-
nelof greatimportance both from
the point of view of tourism and
national security,” said the prime
minister, who made the
announcementsataneventinthe
capital’s Vigyan Bhawan.

The decision to construct a
strategic tunnel below Rohtang
Pass was taken on June 3, 2000
when Vajpayee was the prime
minister. The8.8-km-long tunnel
istheworld’slongest, and located
abovean altitude of 3,000 metres
took over 19 years to complete.
Thetunnel will facilitate quicker
movement of material and man-
power across destination in
Jammu and Kashmir,

The Atal Bhujal Yojana, which
will be known by its shorthand
Atal Jal, which Modi also
announced, is a centrally spon-
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B Fromleﬂ:llnhomu minister Amit Shah, Prime MTnister Narendra Modi, President Ram Kuvlnd.
Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla and defence minister Rajnath Singh at a memorial of former PM Atal Bihari

Vajpayee in New Delhi on Wednesday.

sored project toimprove ground-
water levels in seven critically
water-depleted states. Theseare
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
MadhyaPradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.
“The Atal Jal Yojana isanimpor-
tant stepinthe direction of fulfill-
ing the Jal Jeevan mission of
water for all by 2024," Modi said.

Modi urged citizens tobejudi-
cious in the use of water, a scar-
city of which in many states has
reached crisis proportions. The
government has identified 1,592
blocks in 256 districts that face a
menacing water shortage.

The water crisisis “worrying
forusasafamily,asacitizenand
asacountry;alsoitaffectsdevel-
opment. New Indiahas toprepare
ustodeal with every situation of
water crisis,” Modisaid.

The prime minister mandated
the Jal Shakti (water power) min-
istry tosharpenitsfocuson water
conservation. The Jal Jeevan

mission is aimed at providing
piped drinking water to 19.5% of
rural households during 2019-20
and cover all households by 2024.

“By establishing the Jal Shakti
ministry, we have taken out
water from compartmentalised
approach and putitonaconsoli-
dated approach. Water was also
very closeto Atal-ji's heart,” the
prime minister said.

Modi’s speech was webcast
across 8,350 gram panchayats, or
village-level administrative
units, in 78 districts across the
sevenstates wherethe Atal Bhu-
jal Yojana will beimplemented.

Modi called for speeding up
better water management prac-
tices with a focus on conserva-
tion. “Much will depend on how
the scheme is implemented
because the piped drinking water
mission has been trailing targets
set by the Centre,” said Madhu-
kar Jaiveer Singh, Jal Adhikar
Andolan, aJaipur-based NGO.

ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTO

In 2018-19, just 18.2% of rural
households had access to piped
water supply under the National
Rural Drinking Water Mission
(NRWDM), the predecessor tothe
Jal Jeevan mission. This is way
short of the target of covering at
least 35% rural households.

Defence minister Rajnath
Singh and Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhwat were
also present atthe event.

The Atal Bhujal Yojana, which
was approved by the Cabinet on
Tuesday, has an outlay of 36,000
crore to be implemented over a
period of five years (2020-21 to
2024-25). “Outofthe total outlay,
50% shall be in the form of World
Bank loan, and be repaid by the
Centre, The remaining50% shall
be through Central Assistance
from budgetary support. The
World Bank’s loan component
and Central Assistance shall be
passed onto StatesasGrants,”an
official statement said. A
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Project to be implemented in 8,350 gram panchayats

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on  Wednesday
launched the Atal Bhujal
scheme to strengthen the in-
stitutional framework for
participatory groundwater
management and bringing
about behavioural changes
at the community level for
sustainable groundwater re-
source management in se-

" ven States.

The scheme will be imple-
mented in about 8,350 gram
panchayats in 78 districts of
Guijarat, Haryana, Karnata-
ka, Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh.

Of the total outlay of

6,000 crore to be provided
from 2020-21 to 2024-25,
50% will be in the form of
World Bank loan to be re-
paid by the Central govern-
ment. The remaining part
will be made available via
Central assistance from reg-
ular budgetary support.

The entire World Bank’s
loan component and the
Central assistance will be
passed on to the States as
grants. The Prime Minister
said the scheme, or the gui-
delines related to the Jal Jee-
van Mission, were big steps
in proving the resolve to de-
liver water to every house-
hold in the country by 2024.
He said the country had to
prepare itself for dealing
with every situation of water
crisis, for which the govern-
ment had been working at
five levels.

Mr. Modi said a compre-
hensive and holistic ap-

In reflection: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah at a prayer meeting at the memorial to
former PM A.B. Vajpayee in New Delhi on Wednesday. =¢mi

proach had been adopted
with the setting up of the Jal
Shakti Ministry, which this
monsoon made extensive ef-
forts for water conservation.

He said the Jal Jeevan Mis-

sion would work towards de-
livering piped water supply
to every house and Atal Bhu-
jal scheme would pay special
attention to those areas
where groundwater was ve-
ry low.

- To incentivise gram pan-
chayats, the Prime Minister
said those with better per-
formance would be given

more allocation under the
scheme,

He said both the Central
and State governments
would spend 3.5 lakh crore
on water related schemes in
the next five years.

The Prime Minister also
named the tunnel under the

Rohtang Pass after Vajpayee.

The tunnel connects Manali

in Himachal Pradesh to Leh,
Ladakh and Jammu and
Kashmir.

Mr. Modi said the tunnel
would help promote tou-

rism in the region.
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‘People dissatisfied
with water quality

in Delhi, says Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Wednesday brought up
the issue of water quality in
Delhi while launching the Atal
Bhu_lal Yojana, which is aimed
atsaving groundwater inwater-
stressed districts in the cnuntry
Referring to the issue of
Delhi’s tap water not meeting
criteria set by the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS), the
Prime Minister said, "Aapne
dekha hoga ki in dinon Delhi
mein paani ko lekar kitni ja-
grukta aur kitni narazagi aayi
hat. Charon taraf se awaz uth rahi
hai ki Delhi mein, desh ki
Rajdhani mein, ganda peene ka
paani aur ashuddh — chinta ka
vishay bana hua hai.” (You have
seen how there hasbeen aware-

- ness and anger over water in

Dethi, Everyone is talking about
how in Delhi, in the national
capital, the water is dirty and
impure — it is worrisome).

In a report made public in
November, the Bureau of Indian
Standards had found that of 21
cities, water quality in Delhi was
the worst and failed on several

The PM at the launch of the
Atal Bhujal Yojana,
Wednesday. Prem Nath Pandey

parameters. Eleven samples
were picked up from several ar-
eas of Delhi, including from the
house of Union Consumer
Affairs Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan and the Krishi Bhawan.

Delhi Jal Board, which has
rejected the BIS report, had
picked up samples from over
4,000 locations after the report
was made public. According to
officials, more than 98% of the
samples tested were declared
safe to drink.

PM launches Atal Bhujal Yojana
for managing groundwater ./,

e rapidly. To change this situation,  atsacross 78 districtsin7 states—
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  we have to make farmers aware  Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25 i harvestingand alter- Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtl'a:

_ crops.Weshouldmoveto-  Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.
URL_:]NGFARME@madpptaI&r— wards micro-irrigation. We have  Underthe scheme, moneywillbe
natives to water-intensive crops  topromote Per Drop,MoreCrop,”  given to the states as a grant.
such as paddy and sugarcane,  hesaidafterlaunching Atal Bhujal The Prime Minister said there
aneMimster_l\larmi_l_ﬂh_dodx_un Yojana, aimedatimprovingman-  isaprovisioninAtal Jal Yojanaun-
Wednesdaysa;dfannersu}areas. agementofgroundwaterinseven  der which better-performing
where groundwater levelisvery  states,ontheoccasionofthebirth  gram panchayatswill get moreal-
lowshould makeawaterbudget.  anniversary of former Prime  location. .

“Our farming is heavily de- ~ Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Modi alsoreleased operational
pendentonirrigation from groun- Modi requested people of guidelinesofjal jeevan Missionon
dwater. Alotof wateriswastedin  every village to make awaterac-  the occasion. He said that on one
our old methods of irrigation. tionplanandcreateawaterfund. hand,Jaljeevan Missionwill work
There are crops such as sugarcane The total budget of the sche-  towards delivering piped water
andpaddy\nmlch are water-in-  meisRs6,000croreoutofwhich  supply to every home and on the
tensive. It has been found that  Rs3,000crorewillbecontributed  other, Atal Jal Yojana will pay spe-
wherever such crops are grown,  bytheWorldBank Itaimstoben-  cial attention to areas where
the groundwater level decreases  efit nearly 8,350 gram panchay-  groundwater is very low.
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‘WiliénSure 24—11_6urwate.r. 5
supply innext5years: Kejri Kejriwal opens
PTI wag. which, he added isa undemruund

NEW DELHI. DEC25

Delhi Chief Ministerdgrving saidtheiiA:\I_f’ guwgnmint had
Kejriwal on Wednesdaysaid  ignored the national capi-
thx}e AAP government will tal'sbiggest problem which NEW mg';m glx:ig mini
ensure 24-hour water sup-  is lack of clean drinking inam vind tod &8 mdermﬂmmd
ply to the people in the water. : rmervoirugma(UGR)in &
national capital in the next Assembly elections are Kist , wmchs‘mmmmmmm
five years, as Prime Minis- dueearly nextyear in thecity, pipedwater supply toresidentsof.
ter Narendra Modi high- where the AAR, BJP and Con- Mobranlt and adis residen :
lighted twice this week the gress are in a triangular whishbans otherwisehmbeen‘gﬂatmthe
issue of lack of clean drink- t. . tailend of the water supply chain.
ing water. “We will ensure water The areas have been battling
Kejriwal said thatitwould  services for 24 hours to the water crisisforyears. ;
be clean water and people entire Delhiin the next five The reservoir built with'a
would beabletodrink direct-  years,” Kejriwal was quoted capacityof18lakh litres hasbeen
ly from their taps. He was  as saying at the event in a constructed at a cost of Rs 16
speakingduringaneventat  statement, Sy
Kishangarh here to inau- In Delhi, in 70 years, only Kejriwal whileaddressingthe
gurate the underground 58 percentofthe households crowd stressed that the water
reservoir witha capacity of had accesstowater, but the supplied will be so clean todrink
18 lakh litres. AAP government increased that one will be able to drink
“I'have provided waterin  itto 93 per cent in just five directly from the tap.
every householdof Delhiin  years, the chief minister Providing potable drinking
the last five years by laying  said. water to all households in the
pipelines. We have a plan for “The governments of the Capital wasa major poll plank of
thenextfiveyears,” hesaid. opposing parties coulc'l not the Kejriwal -led government
The statementcameafter provide water in Delhiin 70 before it came to power in 2015.
Prime Minister Narendra years. It was not that they However, a recent report of the
Modi attacked the AAP gov-  could not give. Bureau of Indian Standards(BIS)
ernment over the issue. Ear- “In the last five years, we hadtriggeredacontroversyover
lierin the day, Modi said there have laid pipeline, UGR and the quality of water supplied by
is dissatisfaction among tanksatwarlevelin Delhi,’ ﬂl?‘DeihigommmL
people in the national cap-  thestatement quoted the CM 2 We have a plan for the next
italover “unclean” drinking  as saying. / ve years. We will ensure water
# servicesfor 24 hourstotheentire
Dethiin thenextfive years. More-
over, the water will be so clean
thatyou will beable todrink with
thespout,” thechiefministersaid
addressingthe gathering.
2SPORTS COMPLEXES
Delhi's revenue minister Kailash
Gahlot on Wednesday inaugu-
rated twosportscomplexesin the
city-oneinMundhelaKalanand
the other in Najafgarh, both in
west Delhi. One of them have
s first FIFA certified foot-
a the Delhi govt said.
< Thefirstcomplex hastwosyn-
thetic tracks-asix lanetrack for
400m races and another eight
lane tracks for 100m sprint-and
a football ground, said a state-

worrisome issue.
On Sunday, the PM had

Waler reservoir

ment issued by Gahlot's office.
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‘Groundwater
conservation

” Water scheme for
rural households
to focus on women

LoLo2e/).

55 LITRE PER PERSON PER DAY

» Currently 3.3 crore rural
households out of 17.9
crore have tap connection

» Reverification &
baseline data to be ready

households in a village has

its implementation and
contribution towards it

» Total investment:

-‘.‘; to accept the scheme for

by March 2020 T3.6 laldh or (%2.09 fakh cr

» Complying with BIS by Centre & %1.51 lakh cr

standard, scheme to by states)

ensure 55 litre per person 1 . panchayat/paani samiti

per day drinking water to decide user fee

> At least 80% of per household

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com little over 81% rural households

get 55 litres per person per day

New Delhi: All rural house- (LPCD) within the deadline.
holds in India will get tap wa- ~ Since the number of house-
ter supply at three points—  holds that have not yet got the
kitchen, washing/bathing  tap watersupply may have gone
place and toilet—by 2024 with  upand henceall states will need
women participating in the tocompleteafresh baselinesur-
planning, implementation and vey by March, 2020.
monitoring of the scheme The government will have a

whichaimstosupply piped wa-
terto every household.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi released the operational
guidelines for Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) issued by the
drinking water department on
Wednesday, which primarily
implement the ‘Har Ghar
Jal’scheme.

The scheme will be driven
by panchayats, village water
and sanitation committee
(VWSC), paani samitis or user
groups invillages toensure that

centralised dashboard for live

-updates of the coverage. To im-

plement the JIM, there will be
institutional mechanism at
four levels— national, state,
district and at gram pan-
chayat or its sub-committees.
The paani samiti or the
user group will decide about
the user fee for sustainability
of the scheme. The policy gui-
deline said 50% of ‘the
members of these samitis will
have to be women,
Fullreporton www. toi.in/

gets PM push
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‘Grow Crops-That Need Less Water’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednesday
launched the Centre’s ambi-
tious groundwater conserva-
tion scheme — Atal Bhujal Yoja-
na (Atal Jal) — and named the
strategic tunnel under Rohtang
Pass as ‘Atal Tunnel’ after for-
mer PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

On the occasion which coin-
cided with the birth anniver-
sary of Vajpayee, Modi urged
farmers to opt for less water in-
tensive crops and irrigation
methods that will help conserve
water and ultimately fulfil the
objective of ‘Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion’toconnectall18 crorerural
households across the country
with piped water by 2024. The Rs
6,000 crore groundwater conser-
vation scheme (Atal Jal) was ap-
proved by the Union cabinet on
Tuesday. It will be implemented
in 8,350 water stressed villages
in seven states — Gujarat, Ha-
ryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pra-
desh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh — over five
years(2020-21 to 2024-25).

The Centreand state govern-
ments together will spend more
than Rs 3.5 lakh crore to imple-
ment the Jal Jeevan Mission
over thenext five years.

)‘h also flagged a provi-

JUST LIKE THAT st uina
A TS I WL el ST

SECRETARIES]
¢ MEETING

Surya ‘NaMoskar' Sun never sets

sion under the mission where
the government will send mon-
ey directly into the account
of village-level special commit-
tee once the plan gets imple-
mented in the village.

Villagers from the targeted
villages under Atal Bhujal Yoja-
na participated in the function
atVigya Bhawanthrough video-
conference. Defence minister
Rajnath Singh and Jal Shakti
minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat were also present.

Fullreporton www.tol.in
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- PMlaunches AtalJal Yojana

He urgesvillagesto prepare wateraction plan, water fund & make use of funds through different schemes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELHI, 25 DECEMBER

rime Minister Naren-

draModi onWednes-

day urged farmers to

optforless water inten-
sive cropsand irrigation meth-
ods that will help conserve
water, as he launched the
Atal Jal Yojana, aimed at
improving groundwater level
in seven states.

Speaking at the launch of
the scheme, he said by form-
ing the Jal Shakti Ministry, his
government has tried to free
the subject of water from a
compartmentalised approach
to a more comprehensive and
holistic one.

Modi said the Atal Jal Yojana
will help improve ground-
water level in 78 districts,
more than 8,300 villages in the
states of Maharashtra,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Karnataka.

He said agriculture in the
countryislargely based on irri-
| gation carried out through the

St-2¢) 11—

",

use of groundwater and using
old-age techniques of irriga-
tion also leads to wastage of
water.

Cropslike sugarcane, Modi
said, need a lot of water and
places where such crops are
grown have noticed a deple-
tion of groundwater table.

“To improve this, we need
to make farmers aware of
conservation of rain water
and taking alternative crops
for cultivation and move

towards micro-irrigation,” he
said. “Itis necessary to explain
the farmers in his own lan-
guage,” he said.

He also urged every village
to prepare a water action
plan, water fund and make use
ofthe funds through different
related state and central
schemes.

Modi said villages with
low groundwater level should
prepare water budget and
farmers should be encouraged

|

l

|
\
!
|
|

to grow crops accordingly.

He said that on the one
hand, Jal Jeevan Mission will
work towards delivering piped
water supply to every house,
and on the other, Atal Jal
Yojana will pay special atten-
tion to those areas where
groundwater is very low.

To incentivise village pan-
chayats to perform better in
water management, Modi
said a provision has been
made in the Atal Jal Yojana in
which better performing vil-
lage panchayats will be given
more allocation.

He said in 70 years, only 3
crore out of 18 crore rural
households have access to
piped water supply.

“Now our government has
set the target to deliver clean
drinking water to 15 crore
homes in the next five years
through pipes,” he said.

The prime minister also
emphasised that water-relat-
ed schemes should be made
according to the situation at
every village level.

This has been taken care

while making the guidelines
of the Jal Jeevan Mission, he
added. Modi also said that both
Union and state governments
will spend Rs 3.5 lakh crore on
water-related schemesin the
next five years.

He also urged people of
every village to make a water
action planand create a water
fund. He appealed to NRIs to
provide whatever assistance
inwater-related issues in their
villages.

Attacking the AAP gov-
ernment, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that there
is dissatisfaction among peo-
ple in the national capital
over “unclean” drinking water
and added that this is a wor- -
risome issue. gt

“You must have seen. In
Delhi these days, there was so
much awareness regarding
water and also dissatisfac-
tion (over its quality). There
isaconcern all over that Delhi
is the national capital and
yetdrinking water is unclean.
This has become a worri-
some issue,” Modi said.
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-Cabinet approves

World Bank-funded
Atal Jal, PM to

launch scheme today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 24

ON THE eve of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
inet on Tuesday approved the
Wor'd Bank-funded Atal Bhujal
Yojana (Atal Jal), which aims to
improve ground water manage-
ment in seven states.

The scheme will be launched
by the Prime Minister Narendra
‘Modi on Wednesday. Briefing
about the cabinet decisions,

Information and Broadcasting.

Minister Prakash Javadekar said
that Modi, along with Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, will also
unveil a statue of Vajpayee in

The Atal Jal scheme had been
approved by the World Bank
board in June 2018. It was wait-
ing for the Union cabinet’s ap-
proval for the last several
months.

Sharing details, Javadekar
said the total budget of the
scheme will be Rs 6,000 crore, of
which Rs 3,000 crore will be con-
tributed by the World Bank. He
said the scheme will benefit
seven states - Gujarat, :
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh. )

Implementation of the
scheme is expected to benefit
nearly 8,350 Gram Panchayatsin
78 districts in these states, an of-
ficial statement issued by the
government said.

In a separate decision, the
Union cabinet also approved the
strategic tunnel under Rohtang
Pass to be renamed after Vajpayee.

“The historic decision to con-
struct a strategic tunnel below
the Rohtang Pass was taken on
June 3, 2000, when late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was the Prime
Minister. The foundation stone
for the access road to the south

Prakash Javadekar

portal of the tunnel was laid on
May 26,2002," said a statement
issued by the government after
the cabinet meeting.

The statement further said
that the tunnel is now nearing
completion and is a step in the
direction of providing all-
weather connectivity to remote
border areas of Himachal
Pradesh and Ladakh, which oth-
erwise remained cut-off from
the rest of the country for about
six months during winters.

The 8.8-km tunnel is the
world's longest tunnel above an
altitude of 3,000 metres, the
statement said, adding that it:
will reduce the distance be-
tween Manali and Leh by 46 km
and save crores of rupees in
transport costs.

In another decision, the cab-
inet approved the Promulgation
of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2019, which seeks to
remove certain ambiguities in
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, 2016, and ensure smooth
implementation of the code.

The cabinet also granted ex-
post facto approval to amend
Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulation, 1873 (BEFR). The
amendment will extend BEFR to
the state of Manipur to give its
indigenous people protection
from the provisions of
Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019, and make necessa

changes in the said regulatioff.
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Centre approves
%6,000-cr scheme

NEWDELHI: The Cabinet on Tues-
day approved the Atal Bhujal
Yojana, a %6,000-crore scheme

M Deceen Herald (Bengaluru ) 0O fz==

[0 Deccan Cronicle O ===
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[0 Tke Tribune (Gurugram) O

[0 Finencizl Express O
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that will be implemented in the -

next five years, with an aim to

outlay of 36,000 crore, 50% will be
in the form of World Bank loan
andwill be repaid by the Central
government. The remaining 50%
will be through Central assist-
ance from budgetary support.
TheBank’sloan component and
Central assistance will be passed
ontostatesas grants, it said.
Meanwhile, in a function to
commemorate the life of former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee on his 95th birth anniver-
sary, BJP working president JP
Nadda on Tuesday said that
everyone in the party can draw
inspiration from Vajpayee. “He
tookeveryonealong, and listened
patiently to every party worker
who came tomeet himevery day.
There is a lot that we can learn

fromhim,"saidNadda.
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