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‘4 lakh hectare under
natural farming now’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Monday said about
4 lakh hectare has been brought
under natural farming so far
as part of a sub-scheme of the
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas
Yojana and think-tank Niti
Aayog will prepare a roadmap
to scale this up.

Tomar, while addressing a
national workshop on innova-
tive agriculture here, said the
need of the hour is to do farm-
ing that works in harmony with
nature, reduces the cost of pro-
duction, ensures good-quality
produce and profits to farmers.

Andhra Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, parts of Haryana and
Gujarat are gradually adapt-
ing to natural farming. More
farmers will join after seeing
the success stories, he said.

Tomar said Niti Aayog will
prepare a roadmap on natural
farming after deliberation with
farmers, scientists and agri-var-

sities” vice chancellors in today’s
workshop and the ministry will
move forward accordingly.
Agriculture Minister Nar-
endra Singh Tomar said some
may have “apprehension that
production might decline by
shifting to natural farming.
Such people after seeing the
success stories of natural farm-
ing will be able to adapt easily.”
Natural farming should be
promoted where no chemicals
are used in farming, he added.
According to the minister,
about 38 lakh hectares have
been brought under organic
farming at present. About 4
lakh hectares of area is under
natural farming so far as part
of a sub-scheme of the Param-
paragat Krishi Vikas Yojana.
A central programme is
underway to certify farm fields
where no chemicals are used in
areas of Nicobar and Ladakh.
The centre is pursuing with
states to identify such farm
fields for certification, Naren-
dra Singh Tomar said.
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NGTraps DJBover failureof*stringent
action’ against sewage dumpmg

AGENCIES
MNEW DELHI, 25APRIL

The Mational Green Tri-
bunal has come down heav-
ily over the Delhi Jal Board
over a plea against the dump-
ing of sewage carried by
vehicles onroads and drains
invarious locations insouth
Delhi, particularlyat Chan-
dan Hola Main Road Bus
Stand near Pulliya, Gadaipur
Bandh Road, DLF, and Vas-
ant Kunj Farm House.

The green court observed
that even the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee has
acknowledged that the sit-
uation is disturbing, con-
tinuous, sustained, and strin-
gentactionis required by the
statutory authorities, par-
ticularly D]B which has given
licencesthat are being mis-
used in violation of the Water
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974

The violations are also
offences under Sections 268
to 270 of the [PC.

"There appears to be seri-
ous failure tomonitorcom-
pliance of Delhi Water Board
Septage Management Reg-
ulation, 2018 by the DJ]B.
Thereis aneed to review the
current mechanisms and
evolve a more effective sys-
tem to prevent such inci-
dents. Violators need to be
identified and proceeded

4 :..:l

against in the interest of
rule oflaw, public health, and
the environment. Licensed
service providers must trans-
port septage to the Sewage
Pumping Stations (SPS) and
pre-notified STPs having
facilities totreat the septage
and duly record the same
with the proper manifest
system. [f septage is dis-
posed of illegally, there must
be a mechanismtoreport and
take action,” said the tribunal
inthe order passed on April
22,

The tribunal constitut-
ed a joint committee head-
ed by Delhi High Court's
former judge, Justice 5.P.
Garg, with nominees of the
CPCB, the DPCC, and Chief

Engineer, D]B. The Com-
mittee may meet within two
weeks to take stock of the sit-
uation in the light of the
above observations. [t may
undertake visits to such sites
as may be found appropri-
ate and devise appropriate
maonitoring mechanismsto
prevent such incidents. It
may coordinate with the
stakeholders and anyother
department or institution. It
may give its report within
three months, said the NGT.
The order also said that
the honorarium payable to
Justice Garg will be paid by
the DJB, in case it is not
already being paid in con-
nection with any other work
entrusted by the NGT.
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140 Reservoirs’ Storage 30%
More than 10-year Average

NEW DELHI Total water storage in 140 reservoirs inthe country
whose live storage status is monitored by the Central Water Com-
mission is at present almost 30% higher than the average for the
same period for the last 10 years. These reservoirs had
68.739 billion cubic meter (bcm) as of week ended
April 22, which is 15.235 bcm more than the 10-year
average, latest data from the commission shows. This
equalsto 39% of the storage capacity at full reservoirs
level . The 113 reservoirs used for irrigation purposes are at 43% of
their capacity, the water commission said. A year ago, storage inthe
140reservoirswasat63.344 bcm. =PTI
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® HEATWAVES SINCE LATE MARCH

Wheat crop hit in
Punjab, Haryana

Output to be
at least 10%
below estimate

SANDIP DAS
Karnal (Haryana) & Rajpura,
Khanna (Punjab), April 25

RAVINDER KUMAR, A wheat
farmer from Sidpur village of
Karnaldistrict, Haryana,says his
cropyieldhasdroppedto 17-18
quintal peracrein the current
season compared with 24-25
quintal last year. Heatwaves in
the second half of March with
temperatures rising to 40
degrees Celsius hit the crop at
theripening stage, hesays.“The
bulkof the grains are shrivelled
or shrunken,” Kumar said,
adding that his income from
this year's wheat crop would be
just ¥34,000 peracre,while he
could have got ¥48,000peracre
if theyield wasgood.

Farmers like Kumar could
have an average net income of
just around ¥15,000 per acre
this year, after taking into con-
sideration costs of seed, inputs
like fertilisers and pesticides,
labourand other costs.

Just around 200 kmaway in
Rajpura mandi, one of the
biggest in Punjab, Gurcharan
Singh,a farmerat Bal Suan vil-
lage, part of Patiala district,
who had sown wheat in 11
acres, sayshisperacreyieldhas
dropped to around 17 quintal
this year, from 21 quintal he
gotin 2021,

Scientists say that day tem-
peratures should ideally be in
the early 30 degrees Celsius
when the kernel accumulates
starchandnutrients.

“There would be a10-15%
drop in yield of wheat crops,
especially in Punjab and
Haryana because of excessive

heatduring March,"saidAjay Vir
Jhakar, chairman, Bharat
Krishak Samaj.

According to a Rajpura
mandi official, extreme heat in
March and early April has
increased the share of shrivelled
grain in the crop from theusual
level of around 5% to 10-20%
inthe state. Farmers are bring-
ing in shrivelled grains beyond
the Food Corporation of India
(FCI) prescribed maximum per-
missiblelimit of 6%.

The government is consid-
eringa proposal torelax norms
forshrivelled grainsoon.Itis yet
toofficiallyascertain the extent
of yield losses in the case of
wheat while in the second
advance estimatesof food grain
production released in Febru-
ary, the government had esti-
matedwheat productionof111
million tonne(MT)in2021-22,

Farmers at the Rajpura mandiin Punjab
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compared with 109 MTin the
previous year. At the National
Kharif Conference held last
week, agriculture minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, how-
ever, ruled out any drop in
wheatproduction thisyear. But
going by the feed-backs from
key mandis, the production
could be at least 10% lower
thanthe estimate.

In Uttar Pradesh, the
biggest producer of wheat in
the country, sowing was car-
ried out on 9.77 million
hectare (MH) this year, mar-
ginally less than last year. The
production is unlikely to be
disrupted this year as farmers
provided adequate irrigation
to the crop during the rising
temperature in March.

Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment officials said that wheat
production is unlikely to be
impacted because of the heat-
wave, but because of the state
government’s thrust on
exports, government procure-
ment has been sluggish.

Punjab, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh con-
tributed 7 6% to the country’s
wheatproduction in 2019-20.

In terms of wheat produc-
tion, Punjab and Haryana had
a share of 16% and 11%,
respectively, in the country’s
production of 107 MT of grain
inthe 2019-20 crop year (July-
June). The two states had a
share of 32% & 19% respec-
tively in the wheat marketing
year 2020-21.
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