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Devise a new governance
plan to deal with the
future of the Indus basin

ecently, the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Water Resources rec-
ommended that the government
should renegotiate the Indus Waters
Treaty (TWT), signed in 1960, with Pakistan, in
view of pressing challenges such as “climate
change, global warming and environmental
impact assessment”. Without making over-
tures towards abrogating the treaty, which
has often been part of the debate in midst of
tensions with Pakistan, the committee, in no
uncertain terms, acknowledged the rationality
of the framing of IWT “on the basis of knowl-
edge and technology existing at the time”.

IWT, with its emphasis on
hydraulic engineering, divided the
basin into upper and lower parts
(the western and eastern rivers),
and envisaged the most complete
utilisation of the waters through
dams, barrages and canals. Without
the treaty, Pakistan would have
been constrained to build grand
hydraulic works to transfer water
from the western rivers to meet its
irrigation needs and become independent of
the eastern rivers. And without the eastern riv-
ers being given exclusively to India, it would
have struggled to operationalise the Bhakra
and Nangal dams. The Rajasthan canal would
not have made much progress, and the Ravi-
Beas link canal would have failed to take off.

However, during the IWT negotiations,
there was no unified methodology or special-
ised institutions to foretell the dangers of the
climate crisis on water resources. With the
advancement of science and improvement in
measurements, snow and glacier melt in the
upper Indus hydrology, which contribute to
60-70% of total average flow in the Indus river
system, and precipitation patterns are now
better understood. The contribution of these
sources to the Indus Basin is undergoing con-
siderable variations explained by the weather
systems and the monsoon.

As a result, sustainability and future water
availability are under existential threat. Riv-
ers are the lifeline of almost 300 million peo-
ple living in the Indus basin. Issues such as
food and energy will increasingly have intri-
cate linkages to water while demographic
pressures will impact water management.

But how does one renegotiate TWT when
the other party is unlikely to show interest?
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“Future Co-operation” under Article VII of
IWT appreciates that in search of a “common
interest in the optimum development of the
Rivers” both the parties can “declare their
intention to co-operate, by mutual agreement,
to the fullest possible extent.” The emphasis
of cooperation is on setting up new meteoro-
logical observation stations, supply of data,
and new engineering works on the rivers.
However, Article XII explicitly mentions that
IWT “may from time to time be modified by a
duly ratified treaty concluded for the purpose
between the two Governments”,

Technically, any cooperation or modification
of the treaty cannot be undertaken
unilaterally. Even if India shows the
political courage to renegotiate IWT,
the dynamics of it will be far more
exacting. Pakistan, in all likelihood,
will make it a political and territorial
issue, expressing its disappointment
over the treaty rather than the mate-
rial benefits it has accrued. Pakistan
has never advocated abrogation or
revision of the treaty, but has not
shied away from blaming India for its water
woes. IWT remains a scapegoat to cover up its
poor water management policies, which, in suc-
cessive decades, have seen inefficiency in its
irrigation system and excessive water waste in
the agricultural sector.

The best option for India is to fulfil the pro-
visions of IWT, particularly those on the west-
ern rivers in Jammu and Kashmir. While
signing IWT, India gave preference to fulfill-
ing its immediate water needs over future
needs, particularly those of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. IWT allows storage
entitlement of up to 3.6 MAF (million-acre
feet) on the western rivers. Many of the pro-
jects are now underway in achieving the “per-
missible storage capacity”.

The Permanent Indus Commission that
meets every year to settle differences over
IWT is an excellent mechanism to raise con-
cerns over water efficiency, ecological integ-
rity and sustainability in the backdrop of the
climate crisis. A new water governance
framework will be required to deal with the
uncertain future of the Indus basin.

Uttam Kumar Sinha works at the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses
The views expressed are personal
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Chief Minister K. Chandr-
ashekar Rao has decided
that the state government
would attend the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) meeting sched-
uled on September 1.

The state government
has been skipping the
KRMB meetings since
July after the hydel power
generation row at irriga-
tion projects on the river
Krishna erupted between
Telangana and Andhra

NEW DELHI, DHNS

hief Minister Basavaraj

Bommaion Wednesday

said Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat has assured him
ofincluding Mekedatu's Detail
Project Report proposalinthe
agenda of the next Cauvery
Water Management Author-
ity (CWMA) meeting.

The CM, who held a two-
hour-long meeting with
Shekhawat on the issue, told
reporters, “I have appraised
the Union minister of the need
for thedrinking water project,
and sought an early approval
for the DPR. The minister
gave apositiveresponsetothe
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CM asks officials to argue for state’s rightful share in Krishna

TS will attend KRMB meet: KCR

CM K. Chandrashekar Rao

Pradesh.
The Chief Minister has
directed the irrigation offi-

cials to put forth their
strong arguments about
the rightful share of
Telangana in the Krishna
water. He also guided the
officials on the strategy to
be adapted on the matter.
He held a review meeting
with officials here on
Wednesday on the agenda
of the KRMB meeting.
Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar, irrigation special
chief secretary Rajat
Kumar, Chief Minister's
secretaries Smita Sabhar-
wal, Bhoopal Reddy, irri-
gation engineer-in-chief

Deccan Herald- 26- August-2021

Union minister has promised early
approval for Mekedatu: Bommai

P

Basavaj Bommai '

state's plea.”

“I hope the Centre will ap-
prove the projectsoon toena-
blethestatetotakeitupatthe
earliest,” hesaid.

The state government has
already submitted the Me-
kedatu DPR to the Jal Shakti

Ministry. Shekhawat in his
reply to a question in the
Parliament recently had said
that since the project falls
under the inter-state river
category, the CWMA's per-
mission is required and con-
sensus among the CWMA
member-states must for final
approval of the DPR.

The CM said that he
raised objections to Tamil Na-
du’s proposal on Cauvery-Vai-
gai-Gundar link project for
drawing the surplus 45 tmcft
water annually from Cauvery
river.

Shekhawat also promised
to address the long-pending
demand for national project
statusto Upper Bhadra. After

Muralidhar, CM's officer
on special duty Sridhar
Rao Deshpande, former

advocate-general Rama-
krishna Reddy, senior
advocate with Brajesh

Kumar Tribunal Ravinder
Rao and other officials
were present,

The CM reiterated that
strong arguments should
be put forth before the
KRMB and other tribunals
about the legal share of
Krishna water of the state.
He has directed the offi-
cials to put forth their
arguments effectively.

getting the approval from the
Union Ministry of Finance, it
will go to the Union Cabinet
for final approval, CM said
quoting the Union minister.

On the state’srequest toin-
clude Yettinaholeprojectasan
externally-aided scheme and
include the same in the cen-
trally sponsored Jal Jeevan
Mission, the Union Minister
asked the CM to submit a de-
tailed proposal.

Bommai also said that the
Union Minister assured ear-
ly notification of the Krishna
Water Dispute Tribunal Final
award. On the Kalasa-Banduri
project the Union minister as-
sured to approve the detailed
project reportat the earliest.
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Overnight showers wreak havoc

on Caba]lapur, Kolar districts

Non-perennial
rivers-Uttaraand
Dakshina Pinakini

come alive

v

CHIKKABALLAPUR/KOLAR,
DHNS

eavy rain on the inter-
Hvem'ng night of Tues-
day and Wednesday has
wreaked havocon twindistriets
of Chikkaballapurand Kolar.
Jakkalamadagu reservoir
has been breached while Chi-
travathireservoir has been wit-
nessing heavy inflow owing to
torrentialshowersinthe region.
The non-perennial river -
Uttara Pinakini {Gauribidanur
taluk) and Dakshina Pinakini
(Shidlaghatta taluk) havecome
of life.

Uttara Pinakini reservoir
has been breached as water
fromthedam hasreached Kin-
di Anekatt (a minor dam). on
the outskirts of Gauribidanur
town. Mostof the water bodies
in the twin districts are full to
the brim.

A Abus stuck in the deluge at Nandi Cross.

Tondebhaviin Gauribidanur
taluk recorded a staggering 13
em ofrainin just over 12hours,

The story is no different in
Kolar, where horticultural
crops on vast tracts have been
damagedin the Tuesday night

downpour, leaving the hapless.

T

et

Heavyoverni

ran | landslide at Nanl H, ]

apopular tourist destination, in Chikkaballapur district.
DH PHOTO/B K JANARDHAN

farmers in distress.

“Ihad availedloans from pri-
vate individuals and agencies
to grow tomato. | was expect-
ing a good harvest. But sharp
spell of rain shattered all my
hopes. Don't know what to
do,” Krishnappa, a marginal

The Tribune- 26- August-2021
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(Clockwise) Reflections after rainfall in Shimla present a beautiful view; and students enjoy walking in rain in D
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haramsala on Wednesday. PHOTOS: AMIT KAN

farmer from Hosamatnahalli
in Kolar taluk, poured out his
woes to DH.

The farmers in the twin
districts are worried lot as the
region is expected to receive
more rain in the next two to
three days.

'WAR, KAMALIEET

MeT issues heavy rain warning in 5 districts

SHIMLA, AUGUST 25
The MeT office has issued a
yellow warning of heavy
rainfall at isolated places in
Chamba, Kangra, Mandi
and Sirmaur on August 27
and in Bilaspur, Kangraand
Mandi on August 28. It has

predicted a wet spell in the
region till August 31.
Mandi received 75 mm of
rain, followed by Guler 68
mm, Sundernagar 55 mm,
Gaggal 50 mm, Nagrota
Suriyan 47 mm, Gohar 42
mm, Bangana 32 mm, Jan-

jehli 25 mm, Bharari and
Karsog 20 mm each, Sujan-
pur Tira and Baldwara 18
mm each, Narkanda 16 mm,
Mashobra and Baijnath 14
mmeach, Ghamroor 13 mm,
Pandoh, Hamirpur, Jogin-
darnagar and Bilaspur 12

mm each, and Dalhousie and
Dharamsala 10 mm each.

However, there was no
appreciable change in the
minimum and maximum
temperatures. Keylong was
the coldest at 13°C while Una
was the hottest at 38°C.

Till now, 309 persons have
lost their lives in rain-relat-
ed incidents since June 13
during the current monsoon
season while 11 persons are
still missing. The estimated
loss caused tothe state is Rs
876.55 crore. —TNS
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India says project fully

compliant with Indus treaty

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Pakistan has
raised objections to the design
of India's Kiru hydroelectric
plant, a mega 624 MW proj-
ect over the Chenab river in
Jammu and Kashmir, but New
Delhi asserts that the proj-
ect is fully compliant with the
Indus Water Treaty, accord-
ing to officials. Confirm-
ing this development, India's
Indus Commissioner Pradeep
Kumar Saxena told PTT that
his Pakistani counterpart Syed
Muhammad Meher Ali Shah
raised the objections last week.

Saxena, however, asserted
that the design of the project is
fully compliant with the pro-
visions of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT). It has been certi-
fied by the Central Water Com-
mission, an apex organisation
of the country in the field of
water resources.

This run-of-river project
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is being implemented by the
Chenab Valley Power Projects
Limited, a joint venture of the
National Hydropower Com-
pany and Jammu and Kashmir
State Power Development Cor-
poration (JKSPDC).

"As a responsible upper
riparian state, India is com-
mitted to full utilisation of its
rights and believes in an amica-
ble resolution the issues raised
by Pakistan side in letter and
spirit of the treaty.

"Pakistan's objections on

this project may come up for
discussions in the next meeting
of the Permanent Indus Com-
mission scheduled this year in
Pakistan. In the forthcoming
meeting, the Indian side will
explain its position and hope
that Pakistan will appreciate the
same and its apprehensions will
be addressed through discus-
sions,” Saxena said on Tuesday.

The treaty provides Paki-
stan the right to raise objec-
tion on Indian design within
three month of the receipt of

the information. India has sup-
plied the information on this
project in June to Pakistan.

Under the IWT signed
between India and Pakistan in
1960, all the waters of the east-
ern rivers - Sutlej, Beas, and
Ravi -- amounting to around
33 million acre feet (MAF)
annually is allocated to India
for unrestricted use. The waters
of western rivers -- Indus, Jhe-
lum, and Chenab -- amounting
to around 135 MAF annually
has been assigned largely to
Pakistan.

According to the treaty,
India has been given the right
to generate hydroelectric-
ity through run-of-the-river
projects on the western rivers
subject to specific criteria for
design and operation.

The treaty also gives right
to Pakistan to raise objec-
tions to designs of Indian
hydroelectric projects on the
western rivers.
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Shimla to get 24x7water supply soon: Minister

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 25 AUGUST

Himachal Pradesh urban
development minister Suresh
BhardwajonWednesday said
the state government will
soon fulfilits promise of pro-
viding 24x7 water supply to
capital city Shimla and five
wards of the

Municipal Corporation
area will get the facility by
December 2021.

Bhardwaj stated that the
pllotprojectin thisregardwas
at the final stage which will
be completed soon.

“The Shimla water supply
and sewerage project aims to

meet the water demand of
Shimla and adjoining areas.

The proposed project will
provide 67 MLD additional
water to the town and it has
been prepared to ensure bulk
water supply to Shimla for next
30 years from a sustainable
source of Sutlej river,” he
added.

He further stated thatin |

a recent cabinet meeting, it
was decided that the Shimla
Water Supply and Sewerage
Services Delivery Programme
for improvement of water
supplyservicesin the Greater
Shimla Area willbe funded by
the World Bank with a total
outlay of Rs 1813 crore.

The total requirement of
the Shimla Planning area
including tourist and future

satellite towns in the year
2050isestimated at 107 MLD.

Currently Shimlacitygets
40 MLD of water from LWSS
Giri and LWSS Gumma.

Based on the studies and
need assessment carried out
under theprogramme, itwas
decided to build a new bulk
water scheme of 67 MLD
fromriver Sutlejand the work
for the same had already
been awarded, the minister
said.

He added the project will
provide bulk water supply
to Shimla city thus facilitat-
ing continuous pressurized
water supply 24x7 to the peo-
ple of the area.
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