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New Delhi: On Sunday
night, the ammonia levels in
the Yamuna breached the ma-
nageable limit again and the
water treatment at the Wazi-
rabad and Chandrawal
plants got affected by almost
25% and hasn’t improved yet.
This year, the Delhi Jal Bo-
ard (DJB) had to deal with the
polluting levels of ammonia in
the river on several occasions.
The high level of ammonia me-
ans alarge amount of untreated
industrial chemicals and sewa-
ge entering the Yamuna and
polluting the raw water supply
chain, impacting the city'sdrin-
king water treatment capacity
WB, which is responsible
to supply potable water in
Delhi, is dependent on the
supply of raw water from the
Yamuna that passes through
Haryana before entering Del-
hi. As per the design of its wa-
ter treatment plants (WTFPs),
DJB isunable to treat raw wa-
ter having more than 1ppm
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Ammonia In Yamuna High, Water
Treatment At 2 Plants Down 25%

Plan To Construct Facility Just To Deal With This Problem Still In The Works
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ammonia, leading to reduced
supply of drinking water.
The current crisis has hit
the supply in NDMC areas, Kal-
kaji, South Extension, Greater
Kailash, Model Town, Karol
Bagh, Patel Nagar, Moolchand
and partsof DelhiCantonment.
In March, Delhi govern-
ment announced that it wo-
uld construct an ammonia
treatment plant to deal with
the recurring problem. Du-
ringahigh-level meeting, chi-
ef minister Arvind Kejriwal
had instructed officials to set
up the plant in six months.
“The finer details of the pro-
ject are being worked out. After
the initial proposal, some chang-
es were required and a fresh de-
tailed project repart is being pre-
pared,” saida DJB officer.
According to Delhi govern-
ment, the discharge of large
amounts of ammonia and in-
dustrial wastewater into the
Yamuna by Haryana cbstructs
the functioning of the citv's
WTPs. IMB has alleged that its
monitoringteam surveying the
river found that the reason for

high ammonia was mixing of
raw drain water into the river
through two drains connecting
directly tothe Yamunaat vario-
us points in Haryana. It has al-
50 blamed industrial pollution
in Harvana, where water from
industrial units in Sonipat, Pa-
nipat and Rohtak flows into the
Yamuna, for the rise in ammo-
nia levels in Delhi. On most oc-
casions, Haryana has chosen
not to react to the allegations.
Tocontrol the high levels of
ammonia in a water treatment
plant, clean water Iis
diverted to it from other plants
todiluteand bringdown the pol-
lution levels totreatable limits.
In November, new water
minister Atishi said ammo-
nialevels would be reduced in
the Wazirabad reservoir
through in situ treatment.
Currently WTPz have to be
shut down when ammonia le-
vels exceed the treatment li-
mit. With the insitu system, a
reservoir will be capable of
treating water with higher
ammonia levels, allowing the
plants toremain operational.
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Pak gets extra water after
Old Hussainiwala barrage
damaged at Punjab border

HARPREET BAJWA @ Chandigarh

IN the last couple of days,
around 2,500 cusecs of water
from the Sutlej has flowed into
Pakistan from 101 Old Hussain-
iwala barrage, built by the colo-
nial British in 1922, as the crest
beneath the gates is severely
damaged, the first such inci-
dent in years.

Sources said the barrage in
Ferozepur district has hardly
been in use since the mid-1950s.
The water flow is stopped at Ha-
rike headworks; only a trickle
flows towards the barrage, the
last “barrier” that controls wa-
ter flowing into the neighbor-
ing country and further up to
Sulemanki Headworks located
near the Fazilka border.

There are some 29 gates along
the way. The crest of gate
number 26 has been totally
damaged, while others have de-
veloped cracks.

“The crest beneath the gates
of this barrage is damaged as it
is hardly in use. The recent
floods a couple of months back
could also have contributed to
the rusting. Some water has
gone into Pakistan. We are try-
ing to lower the water level so

‘Hardly used’

Sources said the barrage in
Ferozepur district has hardly been
in use since the mid-1950s. The
water flow is stopped at Harike
headwaorks: only a trickle flows
towards the barrage, the last
“barrier” is located near the
Fazilka border

that we can check the damage,”
said a senior official of the
state irrigation department.

He said the pond of the bar-
rage has been silted and is full
of water hyacinth. It offers only
marginal storage. The gates of
the barrage open during floods
to release excess water from
Harike Headworks to prevent
flooding. During normal condi-
tions, these gates are closed so
that water does not flow to-
wards Pakistan.

There are two canals, the
Eastern Canal and the Gang
Canal. The Eastern Canal feeds
Luther Head which supplies
water for irrigational purposes
in Ferozepur, Guruharsahai
and Mamdot areas. The Gang
Canal takes care of the flow of
the river water when the pond
has excess water.
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