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T.N. installs devices to measure
tremors at Mullaperiyar dam

The installation of seismograph and
accelerographs is under way at the Mullaperiyar
dam in Kerala’s Idukki district. According to
officials, two high-sensitivity accelerographs and
one broadband seismograph are being installed.
Sources said Kerala had been demanding that a
seismograph be installed at Mullaperiyar. The
Supreme Court had directed that these
equipment be installed at the dam on a plea by
Ernakulam resident Joe Joseph, following which
the Tamil Nadu Water Resources Department
bought the equipment from the National
Geographic Research Institute (NGRI),
Hyderabad, which is installing them. Officials
said the seismograph would measure tremors, if
any, and the accelerograph the vibrations on the
dam structures due to the tremors.




‘Tap more into rainwater,
used recycled water for
washing'

-

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS:

s Bengaluru prepares to face a

scorching summer, citizens are

rried about the potential water
shortage that could hit the city.

While the Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) contin-
uestoreceiveonly 1,450 million litresa
day (MLD) irrespective of the season,
the increasing demand and dried-up
borewells and open wells could pose a
challenge during summer.

At present, the city receives 1,450
MLD from Kaveri river and is also
highly dependent on horewells and
open wells. There are elose to 15,000
public borewellsanditis estimated that
500 MLD pfwater isdrawn from them
across the city.

But BWSSR chairperson N Jayar-
am told DH that the situation is not
alarming,

“We have been managing with the
same quantity of water for years now.
We are servicing the public borewells
andwill ensure tankers are sent to areas
where thereis shortage,” he said.

While the core areas are less likely to
be affected, the peripheral areas which
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Assummer nears,
there’s enough water for
everyone'sneed, notgreed

The peripheral areas of
Bengaluru, which depend heavily
on borewells, might face a shortage
since many borewells and openwells
havedried up.oHFLE PHOTD

depend heavily on borewells might face
a shortage since many borewells and
open wells have dried up. The lack of
Kaveri water supply in the periphery
has left residents with no option, butto
depend on borewells or water tankers.

“Nearly 60% ofthe population contin-
ues to depend on borewells either par-
tially or completely since BWSSB has
failed tolay pipelines,” said Ramprasad
V from Friends of Lakes (FOL).

Failure to curb mafia
As dependence on borewells and
water tankers increases, author-
ities have failed to regulate their
use.

“There aredeveloperswho have
dugup over 20 borewells in one
place to meet construction needs.
This will suck out the groundwa-
ter and bring down water table
drastically, affecting those using
groundwater in and around that
area. But, none of the officials
regulate such rampant digging of
borewells,” Ramprasad said.

The quality of water and rates
charged by private tankers have
alsoraised concerns among the

people.

“Weagree thereisaneed toreg-
ulate the rates and to check quality
of water supplied through tankers,
While we realise that they operate
without rules and regulations, our
hands are tied since there is no
regulatory body. We will see what
can be done,” Jayaram said.

‘Curtail water overuse’

The situation calls for a deeper under-
standing oftheusage pattern,a BWS5B
official said, implying that the citizens
have been using way more than the
standards, creating an artificial short-
age.

“According to the Central Public
Health and Environmental Engineer-
ing Organisation standards, the average
consumption of an Indian is 135 litres

per capita per day (Ipcd). Considering
the population of Bengaluru, the city
is, in fact, getting more water than re-
quired from various sources,” the offi-
cial said.

Ramprasad said there is a huge dis-
parity inusage among people.

“In Bengaluru, water usage among
people is highly variable. There are
many who use close to 350 Iped. Atan-
otherextreme, there are those who use
only 50-60 Iped,” he said.

‘Water conservationist Vishwanath
echoed the thought and opined that
thereisaneed forjudicious use ol water.

“People need tobe mindful about use
of water. Since it is available at a subsi-
dised costand people don't pay the true
costof getting water from Kaveri, there
has been irresponsible use,” he said.

Jayaram said people have been using
Kaveri water to clean their premises,
wash cars, and for other purposes.

“Ideally, water supplied by BWSSE
should only be used for drinking and
cooking purposes. Recycled water could
be used for other purposes. But that is
not the case in many households,” Ja-
varam said.

Asanexample,a BWSSE official said
many houses in the city were ver to im-
plement rainwater harvesting (RWH)
SySLEmS,

“Nearly 43,000 of the houses thatare
supposed to implement RWH accord-
ing to the norms are yet to instal them.
We are collecting at least Rs 1 crore in
fines from them every month. Itis obvi-
ous that many are not even harvesting
rainwater and there is clearly no intent
to use other sources of water,” he said.
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[llegal water extraction from
pvt well? Police can file case

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Any police station
in whose jurisdiction well
water or groundwater is be-
ing commercialised by ille-
gally extracting and selling
it without the groundwater
board's permission, a case
shall he registered upon
complaint against the well
owner indulging inany such
act, said Azad Maidan police
in a reply to RTI activist Su-
reshkumar Dhoka. Dhoka
had lodged complaints aga-
inst many well owners in
Mumbai region, alleging il-
legal groundwater extrac-
tion for commercial gain,

It may be mentioned here
that recently water tanker
owners had staged a strike,
demanding withdrawal of
police action against them.
Mumbai police recently ma-
de such actions mandatory
upon a Lokayukta circular
that insisted on following
norms framed by central
groundwater authority
(CGWA). The police circular
had stated that those not
complying with the CGWA
norms would face action un-
der IPC sections 379 (punish-
ment for theft), 426 (punish-
ment for mischief), and 430
{mischief by injury to works
of irrigation or by wrongful-
ly diverting the water). Ho-
wever, the state government,
while pacifving agitating
tanker owners, has assured
them that a representation
would be made to the Centre
ontheir behalf toconvey the-
irdemand.

It may be mentioned here
that recently the central gro-
undwaterauthorities had re-
primanded their state coun-
terparts (Maharashtra wa-
ter resources regulatory aut-

> Trend of water
level for pre- & post
monsoon periods for
1998-2007 for city
done by TERI

» Analysis of long-
term water level
trend data shows
fall in groundwater
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hority or MWRRA) for not
including stringent norms
in its Groundwater Act in or-
der to recover penalties and
environmental damage com-
pensation from those illegal-
Iy indulging in groundwater
extractionand its commerci-
al sale without the requisite
permissions.

In an eye-opener, the
Azad Maidan police have al-
ready registered an FIR aga-
inst six people of Pandya
Mansion, Kalbadevi, for
theft of groundwater worth
Rs 73 erore over 11 yvears, Fol-
lowing this, several such
complaints are coming up
acrossseveral parts of Mum-
baiand the state.

The comparison made by
the Centre between the two
sets of rules, one by stateand
the other by the Centre, had
suggested that provisions

such as environment com-
pensation formula, compul-
sion of annual water audit
through independent agen-
cies, installation of digital
water flow meters inorder to
measure extraction, const-
ruction of piezometer to me-
asure water pressure in the
system, and provisions for
ground level monitoring and
protection of wetlands etc
were missing from the state
Act. Also, penalties for offen-
ces like illegal digging, ex-
tracting, pumping etc have
not been included inthe state
rules,

The formula set by the
CGWA to calculate environ-
mental damage compensa-
tion (EDC) against any in-
dustry, especially bottling
plants, suggests approxima-
tely the rate of Rs 105 per cu-
bic meter:.
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