Heavy rain has wreaked
havoc in the hill states. It
holds lessons on how to
better manage projects
and give people a voice in
decisions around them

he hill states of Himachal

Pradesh (HP) and Uttara-

khand have been

marooned by one deluge

after another this month,

exposing basic problems
in the conception, design and imple-
mentation of infrastructure develop-
ment projects. Himachal is the hard-
est hit. It received an average of 250
mm daily rainfall, compared to the
normal 77 mm, in the first 11 days of
July; the eastern districts of Kullu,
Bilaspur, Mandi, Shimla and Solan
received rainfall several times in
excess of the state average. In Uttara-
khand, the cumulative rainfall devia-
tion from the normal in the first 10
days of July was slightly higher than
that in Himachal. Heavy rainfall con-
tinues to pound both states.

The downpour has exacted a
heavy toll. HP reported 108 deaths till
July 14 while Uttarakhand reported
26 till July 15. During this period,
landslides blocked hundreds of roads
almost daily in Uttarakhand, includ-
ing the prestigious all-weather Char
Dham highway, causing hardship
and economic losses to residents and
tourists. A bridge collapse on the
Girthi river affected defence move-
ment to the Indo-Tibet border in
Chamoli district. Power and water
supplies were disrupted and schools
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Havoc in the hills has
key lessons for India

closed for several days in both the
states, Bridges have been submerged
or collapsed, landslides and rockfalls
have flooded towns and breached
highways, and several buildings and
vehicles have been swept away. The
devastation is particularly stark in
HP.

During this disaster, the Beas has
been atits most destructive, but not
only due to natural causes. Several
large hydropower dams in the upper
Beas basin above Mandi
made sudden unplanned
releases due to the threat of
floods in their own catch-
ments. These additional
surges into the already
swollen river enhanced
downstream damages. Sim-
ilar problems were seen in
Uttarakhand. On July 11, the
Uttarakhand Jal Vidyut
Nigam Limited, the state hydropower
developer in Uttarakhand, shut17 of
its 19 plants to prevent silt-laden
waters from damaging turbines.

The dam-related problems could
have been significantly minimised if
the Union ministries of jal shakti or
environment, forests and climate
change had scientifically established
environmental flows and ensured
that dam operators followed them, as
repeatedly advised by river ecologists
and activists.

The worst destruction occurred
around infrastructure sites. Small
mountain streams with steep valleys
have limited flood-bearing capacity.
Construction debris from infrastruc-
ture projects is routinely dumped
into such streambeds, further lower-
ing their flood-bearing capacity. A
clip recorded by local residents

Ravi
Chopra

showed a ferocious, muddy deluge
carrying logs down a steep stream-
bed and smashing into a market lane
in Thunag town, wreaking havoc in
its main market. This newspaper car-
ried a report on construction debris
and illegally felled tree trunks having
been dumped in the streambed by a
road construction project in the
upstream Thandi village, home of the
former chief minister Jai Ram Tha-
kur. The Thandi road is one of sev-
eral infrastructure projects
in the area which is also
Thakur's electoral constitu-
ency. Such projects are often
poorly planned and shoddily
constructed to meet acceler-
ated construction deadlines.
Contractors unrealistically
lower their budgets to win
projects that later stoke dis-
asters.

A drone video showed large
breaches — some well over 100
metres — in the four-lane Mandi-
Manali National Highway, leaving
about 7,000 vehicles in Manali
stranded. In some places, the high-
way actually seemed to be built on
the river bank. In these stretches, the
road was likely constructed on collu-
vial deposits (soft sediments) and toe
erosion by the swollen Beas led to the
breaches, Similar failures were noted
in 2013 on the Kedarnath highway in
Uttarakhand, but highway develop-
ers and engineers seem to have
learned little from thatdisaster. The
collapse of a chunk of the Badrinath
highway in Uttarakhand also offered
proof that such construction
remained vulnerable to landslides.

The violation of an HP high court
rule that buildings must be at least

The downpour has exacted a heavy toll. Himachal Pradesh reported 108
deaths till July 14 while Uttarakhand reported 26 till July15. ANl

100 metres away from river banks
was dramatically demonstrated
when a three-story hotel collapsed
into the Beas in Manali. Indeed,
hotels and homestays continue to
mushroom on Manali's river banks.
Violations of a similar rule are evi-
dent in Haridwar, Rishikesh and
other Uttarakhand riverside towns.

Rising atmospheric carbon diox-
ide levels, global warming and higher
ocean temperatures generate more
moisture-laden clouds, but local con-
ditions determine the fallout of
extreme rainfall events. Their inten-
sities and frequencies appear to be
increasing in India and worldwide.
When these events occur in highly
populated or economically devel-
oped areas, the loss of life and
destruction of nature, infrastructure
and property is massive,

Enhanced security for the environ-
ment, life, infrastructure and prop-
erty demands good governance to
ensure effective regulations, adher-
ence to safety codes, and honest, reg-
ular monitoring during and after
construction. Improved structural
safety factors, that account for
heightened rainfall and flood intensi-
ties, and adherence to good engineer-
ing practices can reduce death and

destruction.

Unfortunately, good governance is
hard to find. Since people’s lives and
life-support systems are at stake
when infrastructure-induced disas-
ters occur, they must have an effec-
tive voice in the planning, sanction-
ing and monitoring of infra projects.
Honestly prepared environment
impact assessments (EIA) and public
hearings can help maximise the
security of nature, lives, and prop-
erty. Hence the steady weakening of
regulatory systems and the EIA
framework should be condemned as
anti-people and anti-nature and, in
spite of establishment claims, against
efficient economic growth.

Finally. larger questions loom.
What is the carrying capacity of the
fragile Himalayan region? What are
the limits of sustainable economic
growth? Can we keep destroying
Himalayan forests and still avoid dis-
asters? Can we keep encouraging
more tourists to drive their SUVs
through eco-sensitive Himalayan
river valleys?

It's now up to the people to find
answers,

Ravi Chopra is a veteran environmental-
ist. The views expressed are personal.



D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
HYDERABAD

Addressing green hurdles
that came in the way of the
implementation of irrigation
component under the Pala-
muru-Ranga Reddy Lift Irri-
gation Scheme (PRLIS)
Stage-II, the State has made
a fresh presentation, most
likely to be the final one, be-
fore the Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) of the
Ministry of Environment
and Forests on Monday.

The presentation given by
the project authority has fo-
cused duly on the cost of en-
vironmental damage calcu-
lated as desired by the EAC
adhering to the standard op-
erating guidelines. It was the
key aspect pointed out by
the EAC while deferring the
environmental clearance to
the project in the previous
sittings.

Authorities  reiterated
their commitment for im-
plementation of the remedi-
ation plans and the commu-
nity resource augmentation
plans. It had already offered
to provide a bank guarantee
of Rs 142.49 crore for this
purpose.

The cost of the implemen-
tation of the remediation
plan was revised further hik-
ing it by Rs 11 crore, accord-
ing to sources.

Works on the irrigation
component of the project
were stalled as per the or-
ders of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) issued on
December 22, 2022. The
State was permitted to go
ahead with only the drinking
water component of the
project intended for utilisa-
tion of 7.15 TMC ft of water
with the intervention of the
Supreme Court.

The implementation of
the irrigation components
of the project could be pos-
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S: State makes
fresh presentation

Environmental clearance for the project pursued vigorously

The cost of the implementation of the remediation plan was
revised further hiking it by Rs 11 crore, say sources.

Adhering to guidelines

PROJECT AUTHORITY CALCULATED COSTS [SPYearysemttess

OF REMEDIATION AS DESIRED BY EAC

© Irrigation officials inspect pump
house at Narlapur due for dry run

to go ahead
with only
drinking water
component

© All set for commissioning of the
drinking water component

of the project
intended for

utilisation of

© Works on the irrigation component
of the project were stalled as
per the orders of NGT issued on

December 22, 2022

7.15 TMC ft of
water with the
intervention of
Supreme Court

CWC team to
visit SRSP

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) team will
be visiting the Sriram Sagar
Project (SRSP) and Kad-
dam project by the week-
end to take stock of the
structural and operational
safety of dams. As desired
by the CWC, the State has
furnished detailed reports
on the present condition of
both projects recently.

The Sriram Sagar Project
is one of the key irrigation
projects of Telangana sup-
porting irrigation in the
drought-prone districts of
the State for the last six
decades.

The CWC team is likely
to visit SRSP on July 29. It
will make recommenda-
tions for dam rehabilitation
if needed after taking stock
of its present status.

TS alerts CWC on Polavaram backwater effect

HYDERABAD: The State
has made a fresh request
to the Polavaram Project
Authority (PPA) and Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC) to take steps for
avoiding submergence in
Telangana territory due to
the backwater effect of
the project. The State En-
gineer-in-Chief (General) C

sible only after obtaining en-
vironmental clearance. The
project authorities are vig-
orously pursuing the clear-
ance for the Stage II of the
project which is under
scrutiny in different wings
of the Central Water Com-
mission. The drinking water

Muralidhar wrote to the
CEO of the Polavarm proj-
ect as well as the CWC in-
sisting on the need to keep
all the 48 gates of the proj-
ect and sluices open all
through the water year.
The Supreme Court had
ordered the PPA and the
Central Water Commission
on September 6 last year

component that has already
received the necessary
clearances is likely to be
commissioned anytime in
the first week of August.
Ten pumps of the project
in the first two stages are
ready for the dry run. The
pump house at Narlapur

to take initiatives to ad-
dress the concerns raised
by the riparian states in-
cluding Telangana, Odisha
and Chhattisgarh on the
impact of the backwater of
the project. He wanted the
project authority to act by
taking the orders of the
apex court into cog-
nizance.

was inspected by a team of
officials of the Irrigation de-
partment ahead of the dry
run which is to be scheduled
for the first week of August.

The scheme will support
drinking water supply to
over 1,220 villages in six dis-
tricts in the region.
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Hah oo
ik il dharing this yese's
monan season have casd
ungrecedenied damage o botl
liswres sl comsets v iamsachal
Pradesh. The death mll has crossed 150,
and thie estirmabed botil koss amouns
OO0 eroee, Alhough climate change i
expected o have played o hand in csing
il hiigh previpiation leading o ibese
ol Boodds, human nduced dsasters
resailting Frim planmed developient e
plaws] a slgrificant role in consing wch
vl hompes, I ik i five years
(et 20220, 1550 peaple st el Bes
and nearly K244 houses werne damaged.

5 climaie chamge the only reason lor
the raln mnd Boods

The IPCC (intergovernmertal Paned an
Cllmate Change) W1 oeport has cheardy
wtaabed that the Himalayss s coaseal
gt al Biclia will be gl handest hit by
ellmute chisnge, tn the Bimalsyas, e bs
it retoralile patiern of incrensed
precipatation ocourring in ahorser periods
of Hime. The Indka Moteomlogical
Departma it datn showe that the normal
raabnfall charing this period is expeced
b hetwssen Ta0mm and T80 mm.
Howwever, in certain nstances, it has
eavieeided BRR i (i 20000 nind 506, % mim
n 2013, This yeas, the precipitation so G
Fuas bapwr ity ibvugied b chee com bined
effect of e southewess monsoon with
e disturlsinces. The stal rinfall
Frowm June b date was 51 mm,

Shomild the development madel be
revenrkel?

Apart fevam climate changs:,
anihrogogenic faciors e abso

Ifcantly contrinmed o the disaser

Stibe’s cevetlopinent mode] iniied
il e i Delog T 1970 b beer
sicvesalul in transforming Himachal
Prdesh irmo an exempder of developement
o miceingain Stated. This model, known
s Ehe D Parmar mode] (named afer e
Foundling Chief Miinster, v, Y5 Parmar),
fowusin] on esenpliry Land relors,
ot stube-led investsent in soclal
sl Eare, aiic] & strorg enmiphasts on beiman
resaiarces, These effors resilted In
Hiemachal Pradesh ramking second in
moctal develoginent indsces. By the 1980,
electricity laid reached every househild,
theeve: wis Improsid somneciivity in
et areas tircagdh health care centres,
ity schosols came up, there were magor
achancemenis i agricultire, and & shift
bimwriria thie spglie s ofF deison
wegetable seonmomies fostered both
vrnmoade ansd secial wilirancy,

Herweser, the advert of lberalisation
Iieud o sigidlicans charges, with the
Central govemiment demancding sringen
Frscal reforme and mountain S belng
Forved v genenine (el owin resources for
Fracal managemend, What wiene these
resoiarces? Thie exploltation of matural
ruscences, inciiuing feeis, wibe,
boarlaen, anid coment prodhethon, became
it major focus for development, This led
pn thiie papbid comatruetion of lydropose
e, often cousing demsage o e
il Fhest eoomystens, widening of roads
withaonst proper geological and
eriglieet g dsssmsmenit, expansion of
eemerd plants allering land o potters,
and u shilt in agriculiural practices & cash
cruprcoromies e mifectsd the
landscape anml rver sysiems

s ballcbing hyedropower projects

The pursait of ycdropeswer prijects
Psscaame o dominant focus foe hill Sates,
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Himachal floods: a man-made disaster

Why [s clirmate change abone ol to blame for uprecedeniod rain and Boods in the Staie? What ane the anthropogenic reasons? Shoukd the development moded De refooked?
Fi hamvee cheamges im the wan' chiems are baingg bl shiflt in crop pemiermes, mosh ol soursm added oo the peobildent

Heiirry direrigeis Progle malk Frough b Bedipe res Bt e teilen far B rars o Sl U d, Wisgohal Piadeih on Jly 10 oF

with thelr capacity meastred m berms of
marpivatits | O o sitract imeesEmenis.
Notably, there was o dgnificant shil in
fanding priveites of multibseral sgencies.
Prior po 20000, thee spencies were
rppuossil b Bnncing lange hydropueses
preects. il ey changed chelr stance

for Uese projects.

e ot i peasons for thae
devmbating mmpact of Booss in the region
[ it umcontralled construction of e
hpdropower propects, which hose
wsrmittally trarsbormed moumtain reem
inbo e simeans, The echnology

, ko . “rumn of the river™
clama, clbveres. water tunmels
Brarroveed it the moumtains, and the
cxcavatvd miberial (k) 5 oten
alispumed of along the riverbeds. During
periods of higher precipitation or
clinidbuarsts, the waser peturis o the
Fhver, carrying the chamged muack aloeg
with It This destructive proess bs evidens
I rivers Bke Parvae, Beas and Setle), o

coremdsionad on ihe Suthef river cnning
wignificant ke to the entie evosysten.
Currenthy, there ane 165 hydinoposees
[pregects D operation, genetating 10,8408
MW ol electricity. Looking ahesd, i i
propecied that by 2000, LOAS bydnopeeses
ot willl e oomimdnsioned oo harmess
AL MW o eneTy. This sumoe in
ot projects FaRes conoerms
abwut the mevitabiliny of mpending
lissters i the regon

‘What st toasrium?

Thie devr logrrment-alebven pl expasskon
o trioee] it prismeting bous s and
artractivg a lange momber of vision. The
rewined-wicheaingg progects, often canied owt

by thur Mativanal Mighveray Susthority of
Bruciaa ALY, irvenive tranndorming
L Py, i Far-Larse fudds sl

vy o s e s imonentin
shilfe
Trohnborally, mes o sness regiean are
s 1t ity wertieal alits st e bevrond,
menErmeing the daroge o the
evrvironamend . | nlortumaieby, in both the
fenr Laewr properts iy Mool e Slemnka,

proses. often Laking mombe of men
yrrs. Thee o onves pornsoes of sl rosd
eyurmim s eviders Jusing moen
ruremal rasslall a ot brachs o g il
e, ammpiifying the mgteitode of the
ddesimiactinn guring leavy ruin ow Boegh.,

Herw havr crmeent plangs harmed the
e nE?

Thor et sbilinhrmens of o oretem
plants anl euteraioe custing of mueantaim
Im i rics e Rllmpor, Solan, Chanmba
Pt prs il i i m Larl e
changrs that amsrinee o R Boods
during raimfall. The orment plante sbier
ther nataral lanaincaper, amd the remoneal of
wryrtation bead to rediaoed capacity of
Lansd b altwiaert water

Hers have crop patterns changed®
A nilens iramudormation i ocouring in

et ri ol oorvad Tarming. | oweer,

e il b mplications for ithe
rarrspartation of thesee oo o market
withiin & sl Simelraene oadng 10 (hell
perishable natune.

In e 1o il ned, roads ane
Trngt cunrmstraciod lustily withou
curmiditing croeenial land custing atad
Eradiom requisemnonte, Modern
eacaions aie ensphoved in construction,
T witheonst creasting |eopr dratns o
designated sivan for dumjing micck.
Cemrergantdly, when i rains, the water
gl s omem puathy, canying (e duimjaed
sk sbog with i and depeedsing ® imo
ihr rived ooy, As a resali, even
dhatiog rowwmal raindall, rivalets and rvers
eperience apd sweling. B B waith
noting tha although the iotal destgnated
o kempthi i the Saate is around 1,753
i, i dentad b ool sl ivusds inchudding
the Bink amad villape rodadh i mone than
A0, o

Whad is the way oul?

& Comarmilesion of nouisy mest be

imatituned W bring the major stakeholders
e people - om Dosrd and disou both

ifwe podicy framevwork fadlanes, as well as

e pocualiar sspsects of the projects

idertaken

A meew architectise i requined
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st Ther bomses o iy ehor Sotwms o
cubverta, village deadng, small bridges,
schmale, oty socisl infrasthschane mag
T ocsmpuensaned.; and this can be done i
e asdety st ineared and the casodisn
e bl eomrnities, This will heelp o
bl thee awsrts quicioes. Wich clamas
chusngae @ reakity, usmans dbod ] non pod
s thee prulsbem, |t raske adeguae
ehstgrs in infrastrocture planning s
vert iliwasters 1ha thee Stare has been
witnrsing encr june

Tikirrwdler Sioyehi Porwar iv frmer Doty
Moy, Shabmike, amd ar prisen gl
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Yamuna flows above danger

mark, water level likely to rise

The Yamuna’s water level in Delhi, which dipped
slightly on Tuesday, is expected to rise again on
Wednesday, the Central Water Commission said.
The river continues to flow above the danger
mark of 205.33 metres. Meanwhile, the BJP’s
Delhi unit protested near DDU Marg against the
AAP government’s “mismanagement” in dealing
with the floods. Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva said the city had to suffer floods for the
first time in 45 years due to the “negligence and
corruption” on the part of the Delhi government.
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Hogenakkal, located on the
Tamil Nadu side, is experienc-
ing a significant rise in water
due to discharge from the upper
riparian state of Karnataka.

The surplus water, released by
Karnataka, has led to an inflow
of over 5,000 cusecs at
Hogenakkal, as recorded on
Tuesday evening.

The surge in water flow comes
as a result of heavy rainfall due
to the southwest monsoon in
Karnataka and Kerala, leading
to the Hemavathi, Kabini and
Harangi dams reaching their
maximum storage capacity

Consequently, the Krishnaraja
Sagar dam in Mysore has initiat-
ed the process of receiving the
surplus water being discharged
from Harangt and Hemavathi,

The ‘Karnataka state natural
isaster monitoring centre’ data
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Hogenald<al swells with surplus dlscharge from Karnataka

reveals that Harangi has an
inflow of 19,343 cusecs, and as a
safety measure, the outflow is
being maintained at 21,166
cusecs to manage the excess

water.

Hemavathi has an inflow of
25,888 cusecs, while outflow
stands at a mere 200 cusecs as of

In an effort to manage the con-
tinnous inflow received by
Krishnaraja Sagar dam, authori-
ties have had to discharge over
2,000 cusecs to prevent the dams
from reaching its maximum
storage capacity Substantial
outflow from Kabini, which
directly joins the Cauvery river,
will support in increasing the

storage level at Mettur dam in
Tamil Nadu.

As per the latest report, the
storage level in Kabini has
reached 696.13 metres in height,
surpassing its maximum stor-
age level of 695.07 metres. To reg-
ulate the water level, the outflow
has been maintained at 11,250
cusecs, considering the inflow at
Kahini is 25,096 cusecs,

On Tuesday evening, the Cau-
very in Hogenakkal, Dharmap-
uri, started receiving the surpl-
us discharge from Kabini and
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS). As
measured by the Central Water
Commissiun (CWC) at Bilingun-
dulu, near Hogenakkal, the infl-
ow has escalated to over 5,000
cusecs. Authorities are closely
monitoring the situation and, if
required, would implement nec-
essary measures to ensure the
safety of people along the course
of the Cauvery on the Tamil
Nadu side.
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WITH south west monsoon
rains intensifving, the water
level in the Siruvani dam in
Kerala is rising steadily. As o
result, water released to Tamil
Nadu has also increased.

According to TWAD board
official. the level in the dam as
on Tuesday was 2093 ft against
its capacity of 50 it

Last Tuesday (July 18) the
level was 11.64 ft.

Sources said the water catch-
ment areas of the dam received
75 mm of rainfall. the foothills
received 46 mm of rainfall,
IMD has forecast more rain in
the next few days.

CCMC Commissioner M
Prathap said the civic body has
increased the volume of water
supplied to the city to 76 MLD
from 30 MLD as storage in
Siruvani reservoir has crossed
20 feet. The frequency of sup-
ply has reduced to once in 14
days to seven davs, he added

Pillur dam brimming

Following incessant rain in
catchment in Nilgiris district.
the Pillur dam is receiving in.
flow of 14,000 cusecs of water,
as a result of which storage
has increased to 83.5 feet from
86.5 feet in 24 hours. As the
dam can hold water up to a
maximum of 97.5 feet, PWD
has started discharging 14.000
cusecs of water in the river
Bhavani.

The Coimbatore district ad-
ministration has issued flood
alert and cautioned people liv.
ing on the banks

The discharge from Pillur
pushed up water level in Bha-
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Bhavaniin spate,dam levelsupinTN

Due to heavy rain in Nilgiris, Pillur dam level rose to 93.5ft against full capacity of 97.5ft in 24 hours

Pillw dam gischarged 14 000 rusecs of waler in1o River Bbadyasi | exvesss

Inflow to Mettur from Karnataka has not increased

Saiem Even as heavy rain lashed Kamataka, there was no significant
rise in the storage in Mettur reservolr in Satem district. As on Tuesday
mrﬁ% dam inflow was 119 cusecs and water level in the dam stood
at 6685 feet against the capacity of 120 feet. A total of 10,000 cusecs
of water is released from the dam for irrigation in the Cauvery deita.
WRO officials said water released from dams in Kamataka will reach
Mettur on Tuesday night, “Water reteased from Kabini and Krishna Raja
Sagar dams reached Biligundiu on Tuesday evening. From there it takes
six hours for the water to reach Mettur dam. The water inflow for the
dam can be specified onty after that"

vani Sagar dam to B0 leet on
Tuesday morning.

Water Resources Depart-
ment officials said the dam re-
ceived inflow of 7607 cusecs on
Tuesday The water level stood
at $0.56 feet against the dam’s
capacity of 105 feet. On Mon.
day, the water level was 79.54
feel.” On Tuesday, 1105 cusecs
of water was released from the
dam for irrigation and drink-
ing water needs

Nilgiris

Rain continued to lnsh Nilgiris

district on Tueaday In the 24
hours ending Bam on Tuesday,
Avalanche recorded the max:-
mum rain of 38 cm rainfall,
followed by Upper Bhavani -
10.5¢m, Devala - 9.3 cm, Cheran-
gode - 9.1 em, Panthalur - 7em,
O Valley . 6.8 em. Traffic was
affected on O Valley road on
Monday night after a tree fell
near Keviparai.

In Kothagiri, two workers
got struck in a landslide mud
when they were working for
construction on Tuesday. They
were rescued immediately

K’taka rains: No
water available

for farmers yet

BANSY KALAPPA & Bengatury

WITH fairly good rainfall over
the last few days, inflows into
reservoirs have been encourag.
ing. The farming community.
which suffered due to delaved
monsoon this vear, has been de-
manding that water be released
for their standing crops. But for
the government, the priorities
are drinking water and suffi-
cient storage to lnst throughout
the vear

Farmer leader Kurubur
Shantakumar said, “I'm just
now visiting our farmer leaders
in Bagalkot and other adjoining
areas where there is a need for
water. The requirement is spe-
cific and it has a time frame. We
are asking for water for the
standing kharif crops.”

A highly placed source in the
water resources department
said that unless the dams are 60
per cent full they cannot release
water: They said the state has 13
major reservoirs, including
Tungabhadra, Bhadra, Ghat-
aprabha, KRS. Hemavathi, Mal-
aprabha, Varahi, Naravanpura,
Kabini and Harangi. and not all
of them have reached 60 per
cent capacity. It may not be pru-
dent to release water for irriga-
tion now. he explained

One of the top officers said,
“There is a gag order on our de-
partment to speak about
water.”
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