DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 25

Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao is
reportedly not Keen on
meeting his Andhra
Pradesh counterpart Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy for
talks on resolving the
Krishna water sharing dis-
pute right now.

The two Chief Ministers
had last met in Pragathi
Bhavan in January 2020.

AP government adviser
Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy and AP minister
Perni Nani said on Friday
that Jagan Mohan Reddy
was ready for talks with
Chandrashekar Hao to
resolve the Krishna dis-
pute in an amicable man-
ner.

But, sources in the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samiti
said that Chandrashekar
Rao wants to hold talks
only if AP government
withdraws controversial
projects over the Krishna
and RDS and is willing to
share surplus Godavari
water with AP by con-
structing either joint pro-
jects or individual projects
on Godavari for benefit of
both the Telugu states.

Meanwhile, Union Jal
Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat is learnt
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KCR not keen to meet
Jagan over water row

CM wants AP to first stop controversial Krishna, RDS projects

=
K. Chandrashekar Rao and Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy in happier times

KCR IS said to be
of the view that he
had extended a
friendly hand to Jagan
Mohan Reddy soon
after he became the
Chief Minister of AP
by offering to share
surplus water in the
Godavari with AP
since the availability
of water in Krishna is
comparatively low.

NGT ASKS KRISHNA BOARD TO VERIFY
IF AP IS VIOLATING PREVIOUS ORDERS

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JUNE 25

The Southern Zone bench
of National Green Tribunal
on Friday asked the
Krishna River Manag-
ement Board (KRMB) to

Ravyalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme (RLIS).
The bench was dealing
with a petition filed by
Telangana resident G.
Srinivas, complaining that
AP was going ahead with
construction of RLIS in

verify the genuineness of wviolation of the NGT
Andhra Pradesh’s claims it orders.

was not taking up any civil

works relating to the M Report on Page 4
to have called CM that his ministry

Chandrashekar Rao over
the phone on Friday and
discussed the Ravalseema
Lift Irrigation Scheme
(RLIS) works.

He reportedly assured the

would soon send a team
from the Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) to the RLIS site to
assess the actual position
of works.

Chandrashekar Rao is
said to be of the view that
he had extended a friendly
hand to Jagan Mohan
Reddy soon after he
became the Chief Minister
of AP by offering to share
surplus  water in the
Godavari with AP since the
availability of water in
Krishna is comparatively
low.

It is felt that Jagan
Mohan Reddy ignored him
and unilaterally decided to
take up the RLIS on the
Krishna like his father Y.5.
Rajasekhar Reddy did by
constructing the
Pothireddypadu project,
hurting the interests of
south Telangana districts
including Hyderabad.

Added to this, the Jagan
Mohan Reddy government

constructing a parallel
canal along the
Rajolibanda Diversion

Scheme (RDS) to divert
even Tungabhadra water

from erstwhile
Mahbubnagar district
angered Chandrashekar

Rao even more. For these
reasons, he is against hold-
ing talks with Jagan
Mohan Reddy at this stage
unless the AP CM with-
draws those projects.

M Page 2: CMs exhibited
bonhomie in past meets



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 25

The TRS has intensified
its attack  against
Andhra Pradesh over
the proposed Rayvala-
seema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS).

Several ministers
spoke out against what
they described as “steal-
ing of Telangana water
by AP” and even person-
alised their attacks to
the extent of calling AP
Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy a
‘dacoit” and his father
and late Chief Minister
Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy a
‘thief".

Telangana  tourism
minister V. Srinivas
Goud went a step fur-
ther and blamed Raja-
sekhar Reddy for the
death of popular Cong-
ress leader P. Janardhan
Reddy who was insulted
by the then dispensa-
tion for his relentless
fight against diversion
of Krishna waters to
Rayalaseema through
the Pothireddypadu
project. “YSR was a
devil in the form of a
human being,” he said.

The TRS has revived
the attack on the RLIS
in the past few days and
accused the Jagan
Mohan Reddy govern-
ment of carrying out
civil works relating to

the project,
The RLIS turned a
bone of contention

between the two states
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TRS says AP stealing water,
badmouths YSR and Jagan

Bhatti questions KCR’s
silence on RLI project

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 25

Congress Legislature
Party leader Mallu Bha-
tti Vikramarka faulted
Chief  Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao for
delay in reacting to the
Rayalaseema Lift Irri-
gation Scheme works of
Andhra Pradesh.

“If the CM was con-
cerned about the state's
interests, he would have
reacted on the day the
GO was released by the
AP government on San-
gameshwara LI sch-
eme,” he said. Rao was
always trying to get

political mileage on the
emotions of people, he
said.

Speaking to media
here at the Assembly on
Friday, Vikramarka
said for political and
financial interests, the
TRS government inten-
tionally kKept quiet on
Rayalaseema lift irriga-
tion works for the last
one year,

To defend its faults,
the TRS leaders were
trying to defame the
Congress leaders, he
said, Opposition par-
ties, especially the
Congress, reprimanded
the TRS government on

the RLIS, but it did not
respond so far, he said.
The CLP leader alleged
that gross negligence of
the TRS government on
the RLIS would affect 25
lakh acres in the state,

Water was being pro-
vided to a total of 15.50
lakh acres including
6.40 lakh acres through
Nagarjunasagar  left
canal, 3.4 lakh acres
through Kalwakurthy
lift irrigation scheme,
3.7 lakh acres through
SLBC A. Madhav Reddy
canal, and 2 lakh acres
through Nettempadu by
previous governments,
he explained.

last year when the two
government traded
charges against each
other on constructing
illegal projects on
Krishna and violating
the KRMB directions.
The fresh attack gains
significance against the
backdrop of the politi-
cal atmosphere getting
charged in the run-up to
the Huzurabad bypoll.
Energy minister
Jagadish Reddy ques-
tioned the silence of the
BJP and the Congress.
“Instead of fighting the

AP government, the
Opposition is targeting
us,” he said.

The minister accused
the BJP-led government
at Centre for creating
rift between the Telugu
states by not finalising
the sharing ratio even
seven wears after the
bifurcation.

Agriculture minister
Niranjan Reddy asked
the Congress leaders to
come out of the mindset
of remaining as “slaves’
to Seemandhra rulers
even after the formation

of Telangana state.

He alleged that they
were slaves to
Rajasekhar Reddy in
undivided AP and kept
mum when he con:
structed the Pothir-
eddypadu project to
divert Krishna water
and accused the BJP
leader D.K. Aruna who
was then in the Cong-
ress of offering ‘Manga-
la Harathi’ to Raja-
sekhar Reddy, when he
came to Mahbubnagar
district to loot
Telangana water,

TRS PLAYING
POLITICS OVER
WATER: BJP

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 25

BJP legislator M.
Raghunandhan Rao took
exception to TRS MLA
Balka Suman’s criticism
of former minister Etala
Rajendar and stated that
double bedroom houses
were not constructed in
Huzurabad because the
state government did not
allocate funds for the pur-
pose.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Friday,
Raghunandhan Rao asked
the TRS to be ready to
debate development activ-
ities. He said that the
Chief Minister visited
Andhra Pradesh MLA
R.K. Roja’s residence and
had a meal with her and
now the TRS ministers
were playing games in the
name of water projects.

This was even the CM
called Rayalaseema
‘Ratnala Seema’ and min-
ister Prasanth Reddy had
termed the people of
Andhra as ‘demons’.

He said that the CM and
his men were covering up
for their failure to stop
Andhra Pradesh from
going ahead with illegal
projects that were detri-
mental to Telangana's
interests.
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Will jail you,
GT warns APCS

|: Tough Stance

Do not take up works on RLIS without green nod, AP told

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT), taking serious
note of the recalcitrant atti-
tude of the Andhra Pradesh
government, on Friday
warned that the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Secretary
would be sent to jail if the
State is found indulging in
violation of its order per-
taining to Rayalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme (RLIS).

Responding to a con-
tempt petition filed by
Telangana Sarpanches As-
sociation leader G Srinivas,
the NGT directed the AP
government not to take up
the construction without
getting any environmental
clearance. The Association
had brought to the notice of
NGT the construction work
going on at RLIS, The peti-
tioner also brought to the
notice of NGT that the AP
government was not coop-
erating with the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB}) to conduct inspec-
tion of RLIS as per NGT’s
directions.

Though the NGT had or-
dered that environmental
clearance was mandatory,
the AP government contin-
ued to write letters to the
Ministry of Environment
stating there was no need
for permission for RLIS.
The petitioner also said that
the AP government had
taken up construction work

Centre to send KRMB team to AP

HYDERABAD: The Centre will deploy a committee of Kr-
ishna River Management Board to investigate the com-
plaints raised by the Telangana government against the
Andhra Pradesh government over taking up illegal con-
struction of projects including the Rayalaseema Lift Irri-
gation scheme and Rajolibanda Diversion Scheme right
canal. Sources said Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat had a telephonic conversation
with Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao in this regard
on Friday. He reportedly assured that necessary action
would be taken if the AP government was found con-
structing the projects without valid permissions.

despite the situation arising
out of the second wave of
Covid-19, and in violation of
NGT orders. A request was
made to NGT to ensure that
its order is implemented.

The advocate who argued
on behalf of AP said the con-
struction work of RLIS was
not taken up and sought two
weeks time to file a counter
petition, The advocate in-
formed NGT that the Telan-
gana government was also
taking up several projects
without any permission,
The NGT ordered the
KRMB to submit a report
explaining the latest situa-
tion at RLIS.

The Telangana peti-
tioner’s advocate Shravan
Kumar told Telangana
Today that the NGT said: “If
we find any violation of our
orders, then we will send the
AP Chief Secretary to jail.”
the matter was posted to Juy
12 for further hearing, Mean-

while, several Ministers
from Telangana came out
with their guns blazing
against the YSRCP govern-
ment in the neighbouring
State. Agriculture Minister
S Niranjan Reddy, Energy
Minister G Jagdish Reddy
and Tourism Minister V
Srinivas Goud, speaking in
different places but essen-
tially maintaining the same
tone, not only slammed the
AP government for ignoring
NGT and KRMB orders but
also sought the Central gov-
ernment’s intervention to
rein in the YSRCP govern-
ment., “The Centre can't re-
main a silent spectator
when the AP government is
resorting to water theft. It
has to intervene to resolve
the inter-State dispute,” Ni-
ranjan Reddy said, address-
ing a gatheringafter inaugu-
rating a Rythu Vedika at
Revalli in Wanaparthy.,
(SFEPAGFS 2,5)
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