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Water low in
canal, half of
Delhi to suffer

New Delhi: Due to a sudden
decrease in the availability of
raw water at the Haiderpur
channel, almost half of Delhi,
including north, north-west,
west and parts of south Delhi
such as Delhi Cantt and com-
mand area of deer park, are
likely to face a water crunch
for the next few days.

“Delhi Jal Board is making
all efforts torationalise the wa-
ter supply. However, water will
be available at low pressure till
the situation improves,” DJB
said, adding that the situation
was beingreviewed constantly:

DJB said the residents sho-
uld store sufficient water in ad-
vanceasperrequirement. “Wa-
ter tankers will be made avai-
lable onrequest,” itadded. T~
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Assam floods: toll rises,
Silchar still submerged

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

The flood situation in Assam
remained grim on Saturday
with the death count rising
to 118 and Silchar town in
Cachar district remaining
submerged for the sixth
straight day, officials said.

Ten more people died in
the past 24 hours — two
each from Barpeta, Dhubri,
Karimganj and Udalguri dis-
tricts and one each from Ca-
char and Morigaon districts.

The total affected popula-
tion declined to 33.03 lakh
in 28 districts as against the
previous day’s figure of
45,34 lakh in 30 districts, a
bulletin issued by the Assam
State Management Disaster
Authority (ASDMA) said.

The situation improved
marginally in some districts
as the water in rivers reced-
ed. However, the Brahma-
putra at Dhubri and the Ko-
pili in Nagaon were flowing
above the danger mark, the
officials said.

“The Cachar district ad-
ministration is engaged in
rescue operations in Silchar
to evacuate marooned peo-
ple, with priority being gi-
ven to shift ailing persons to
hospitals,” Deputy Commis-
sioner Keerthi Jalli said.

Food packets, drinking
water bottles and other es-

SR G
Rushing supplies: An Indian A
material at a flood-hit area in Guwahati on Saturday. =em

ir Force officer distributes relief

sentials are being air-
dropped in the town by In-
dian Air Force helicopters.
“This will continue till the
flood situation improves,”
Ms. Jalli said.

Two drones have also
been deployed in Silchar for
carrying out flood inunda-
tion mapping and to provide
relief material to the affect-
ed people. Eight NDRF
teams comprising 207 per-
sonnel from Itanagar and
Bhubaneswar, and an Army
unit with 120 personnel and
nine boats from Dimapur
have been stationed in
Silchar.

Shortage of food, water
Nearly three lakh people are
in distress in Silchar with an
acute shortage of food,
clean drinking water and
medicines, the officials said.

The worst flood-affected
districts in the State are Bar-
peta, with 8,76,842 persons
in distress, followed by Na-
gaon (5,08,475), Kamrup
(4,01,512) and  Dhubri
(3,99,945), according to the
ASDMA. The deluge has hit
93 revenue circles and 3,510
villages, while 2,65,788 peo-
ple have taken shelter in 717
relief camps, it said. Relief
material was distributed
from 409 delivery points,
the ASDMA said.
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Amid crisis, only 18% of treated
waste water being reused in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

WHILE THE reuse of treated
waste water can lower the pres-
sure on freshwater sourcesin the
city, only a small fraction of the
waste water that Delhi currently
generates is reused.

Asper DelhiJal Board officials,
the city reuses around 18% or 100
MGD (million gallons per day) of
the 528 MGD of treated water
generated at DJB's wastewater
treatment plants. Treated water is
supplied for horticulture purposes
and washing buses, an official said.

Increasing the quantity of wa-
ter reused would need a parallel
network across the city to carry
treated water to areas where it
canbe used, like agricultural land
on the city's outskirts, the official
said. The cost for a system of that

DJB’s
push

EXPLAINED

The DJB will soon supply
treated water to farm-
houses. “We've received
consent from a few RWAs,
we are working on provid-
ing a network to supply
water. Farmhouses in
Chattarpur, Kapashera,
and Bakkarwala will be
connected to the network
and are likely to consume
around 20 MGD of water,"
said a DJB official. Efforts
are also on to release
treated water into lakes,
another official said.

sort is likely to be high, he said.
Demand for treated water for
horticultural purposes is high

particularly in the areaunder the
New Delhi Municipal Council.
The large gardensin NDMC area
have decentralised STPs that
supply water to them. The STPs
have a combined capacity of 27
lakh litres per day, as per an offi-
cial in NDMC'’s horticulture de-
partment. “Treated water cur-
rently being used is far below our
original requirement of approx-
imately 8 MGD for green areas.
Of this, STPs supply around 0.5
MGD. We sometimes manage
with tankers, but that does not
suffice. The cost is high to bring
the network from the DJB’s STPs
to these areas for reuse of treated
water,” the official added.

A DPCC report from May
states that samples of treated
water collected from 16 outof 26
waste water treatment units of
DJB did not meet standards for
disposal into water or land.
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