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MEANWHILE...
INDIA’S SILENT
WATER CRISIS

IGH diecibel binary habel has come to define the political

digeonrze in India. This week the contestatbon was about

whether democracy was dead or alive, where bath sides

continued to convinee the convineed. The French call it

diabogue de sounds <the dialogue of the deaf. Reason is
virtually on mute, the parliament session has been hijacked by
alectoral rhetoric. The tragie irony is that politice has rendered
the process of democracy unavailable e atbention on sswes
af material significance.

India faces a water crisis of untold magnitude. There is the
rolling spectre of the K1 Nino effect - which haunts this vear's
monsoon — and there is the long-term stress and scarcity see-
mario. This week saw the release of the World Water Develop-
miEnt Beport 2023, It states that the global urban population
facing water scarcity will touch 2.4 billion - and “India will ba
the most severaly affected country”™.

The alarm bells have been ring:
ing. Last month, the World Bank de-
7 _\\ fined the landscaps. “Come sumimer,

% and waler becormes a commiadity as

) precious as gobd in India”, With 18

4

per cent of the world's population,

bt anly 4 per cent of its wader e

T sources, India is "among the most

water-stressed in the world"”. It is

THETHIRDEYE ~ not juet miliiieral sgencies. This
week, Parlinment was informe

Ma‘:#:gf;m?g" that the per caplta avallability of

ABDmetn Hisony of inda s U gt wiater will dip from 1406 cublc me-

Realition and Addenial india tar to 1,367 cubic meter by 2031,

sharkkarafparigmailem Water crisis s one of the five is-
sues chronicled in my book The
Gated Republic on India’s public
poliey fallares and private solutions. Every metrapolitan eity
deperids on long distanee solutions for waber - Mumbsai depenids
an water from Tansa and Vaitarna dams, Delhi on water from
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh and Chennai
on lakes situated 200 km away and the Telugu Ganga project,

This though is not enough. Urban India is dependent on pack-
aped water and fleets of water tankers. The magnitude of de-
pendence i manifest in news headlines. Last month, Mabar
ashtra’s deputy chief minister Devendra Fadnavis had s unique
task: toend a strike by private operators who supplied water to
Bumbei via 2000 tankers. Water tanker strikes are not unigue
tor Mumbai and have been witnessed regularly in Chennai, in
Bengalory, in Delhi and elsewhere.

Tanker water supply chain depends on ground water Thae
parliamentary standing committes on water resources in its
latest report reveals that “ ground water provides 80 per cent of
India’s raral drinking water, 50 per cont of urban drinking wa-
ter and nearly two-thirds of irrigation needs, Over the last four
decades, around B4 par cent of the total addition to rrigation
has carme from greundwater”, The report underlines that “the
availability of groundwater is important for the country to
secure the food and water for future penerations™.

India needs o redeaw 1t crop mag to end mining of water,
The Central Water Commission reported that 8% per cent of the
ground water extraction is for lrrigation and the rest for do-
miestic and industrial use, Data reveals “there are over 20 mil-
lion wells pumping water with free power supply™ resulting in
wastage, salinity and depletion of ground water

The government has unvelled a parade of schemas aml acra-
nyms. On the ground intent is not matched by allocations and
warss, inyplementation. The Per Drop More Crop scheme came to
e In 200516 The standing commities an agriculture reveals thus
faranly 68,55 lakh bectare has been covered under micro irrigation,
Progressof ideas is haunted by inadequate focus and funding. The
allocation for agriculiure in the 108324 bodged: Rs 1.15 lakh crove.
The badget for soil and water conservation: Rs 3660 crore.

Smart agriculture scaffolded by technology can redwce need
fior water and induce climate resilisnee, but the badget Tor re
search is baraly 0.49 per cent of agri-GDP compared to 2.8 per
cent in South Africa and 1.8 per cent in Brazil. Hopefully, the
apristartups will bridge the gap. Bevond funding there is the
architecbureof governanoe - water is a state subject and eoecu.
tion of policy must pass through six departments and the com-
mittes culture. Sucress of schermes rests on proactive Cantre
state collaboration

In July 2015, the govermment launched “Har Khet Ko Paani’,
the Pradhan Mantei Krishi Sinchayes Yojana (PMESY L The
report of the standing committes on rural development notes
that in 2082-23 the allocation fior FMESY was reduced from Rs
1AAT erare b0 Fs B8 erove, of which only Red14 erore was spent
till January 2123, The reason; “Projects in most States/ UTs are
under preparatory./ initial phases™.

The lsawe 18 not just wse of water bn agricalbore but how India
optimises use of water Indin receives an annual precipitation
af 4,000 billion cubic metres (bem} and 1,859 bem of water: India
s able o nse barely a thivd of the water Rainfall ks uneven
across the geography and is only for four or five months where-
as water is needed for 12 months. The grand idea of interlink-
ing rivers is vet in the works challenged by politics and
BCOTIOMICcE

There are global success storles aplenty. larael ks a ploneer
in the use af drip irrigation and is able to even export water (o
Jordan. Countries are leveraging technologies to recyele water:
Recycled water accounts far over 40 per cent of Singapore's
meed for water: India can scarcely afford coexlstence of scarcity
andu:w_jasll.‘ﬁﬂ inefficiency Water security is eritical for national
sECUrity
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India to showcase traditional water management
techniques as G20 side event

New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI) India will
showcase its traditional water man-
agement techniques and the ability to
implement mega water projects during
the G20 environment and climate sus-
tainability working group, scheduled
to be held in Ahmedabad next week.

India, during its presidency of the
G20, had asked member nations to
share their best practices in the area
of water management to enable knowl-
edge exchange and cross learning.

Briefing reporters about the meet-
ing, Union Jal Shakti Ministry Special
Secretary Debashree Mukherjee said
the technical sessions during the three-
day meeting beginning Monday will
focus on five areas - climate resilient
infrastructure, groundwater manage-
ment, water sanitation and hvgiene, cli-
mate change mitigation and resource
efficiency and circular economy.

The delegates from G20 countries
will visit the famous Adalaj Stepwell to
showcase traditional water harvesting
techniques.

They will also visit the Narmada
canal syphon on the Sabarmati river,
which is an evidence of Indian capa-
bilities in implementing mega water
projects.

India will also present its achieve-
ments in the water sector such as the

Jal Jeevan Mission, which aims at con-
necting 193 million households with
functional tap water connection by
2024.

On March 29, technical sessions

will be organised on topics related to
oceans, sustainable blue economy,
conservation of marine and coastal
ecosystem and marine spatial planning
among others.
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