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Water levels
less than 25%

in major dams

Worrying signs as
the summer sets in

Deccan Chronicle - 26 March-2024

NGT CALLS FOR
REPORT ON
GANGA, YAMUNA

New Delhi, IViarch 25: The
National Greenn Tribunal has
allowed the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DODOPrCOo)
and the Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB) to file within four
weeks their responses regard-
ing throwing worship offer-
ings in rivers Ganga and
Yamuna. The tribunal was
hearing a matter where it had
taken suo motu cognisance of
a newspaper report regarding
ppollution in the two rivers
because of the throwing of
flowers and gsarlands offered in
ppuja (worship) in polythene
bags in their ghats. A bench of
NGT Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava said that
DPCCs counsel failed to point
out the committee’s response
on the issue. The bench, also
comprising Justice Sudhir
Agcarwal and expert member A
Senthil Vel, noted that the
counsel's submissions about
submitting “a fresh proper
response’ covering the issue
within four weeks.
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Water levels less than 25% in many major dams in the south

With most major dams in the State filled to close to 50% of their capacity, Kerala is the only exception

| DATA POINT

Rebecca Rose Varghese
& Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ost of the major reser-
voirs in the southern
States of Karnataka, Ta-

mil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana are filled to only 25% of
their capacity or less. This is wor-
rying as peak summer is round the
corner. Some large dams such as
the Tungabhadra in Karnataka and
the Nagarjuna Sagar on the And-
hra Pradesh-Telangana border are
filled to 5% or less of their full ca-
pacity. Other large dams such as
Mettur in Tamil Nadu and Srisai-
lam on the Andhra Pradesh-Telan-
gana border are also filled to less
than 30% of their capacity. The
water crisis in Bengaluru may soon
hit other urban centres and rural
areas if this situation continues in
the following days.

Across India, the current water
level in 150 primary reservoirs put
together as a share of their total ca-
pacity stood at 38%, according to
the latest weekly bulletin by the
Central Water Commission. Chart
1 shows a region-wise comparison
of the current storage levels as a
share of the total capacities of re-
servoirs. It also compares the cur-
rent water levels with last year’s le-
vels, as well as with the 10-year
average,

The chart shows that the south-
ern region is impacted the most.
All the reservoirs put together are
filled to only 23% of their capacity
in this region, which is about 17%
points lower than the levels re-
corded last year and 9 points lower
than the 10-year average. No other
region — central, west, east, or
north - shows such a drastic diffe-
rence in levels compared to last
year as well as the 10-year average.
For instance, in the northern and
central regions, the reservoirs are
filled to 33% and 46% of their ca-
pacities, respectively, similar to
the 10-year average levels recorded
in those regions. In the western re-

gon, the reservoirs are filled to
45% of their capacity, slightly high-
er than their 10-year average,
while the 49% recorded in the east-
ern region was only marginally
lower than the 10-year average.

Among the southern States, a
comparison of the capacities of in-
dividual reservoirs with their cur-
rent storage shows that water le-
vels in many are dangerously low.
Charts 2, 3, and 4 show the cur-
rent storage levels as a share of the
total capacity of major dams (cho-
sen based on their capacities), in
Andhra Pradesh-Telangana, Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu. The list is
limited to those reservoirs ob-
served by the Central Water Com-
mission in these States.

The Linganamakki reservoir in
Karnataka’s Shivamogga district,
with a total capacity of 4.3 lakh
crore litres of water, is currently
filled to just 22%. The Supa reser-
voir in Karnataka’s Uttara Kannada
district, with a total capacity of 4.1
lakh crore litres, is filled to only
36%. The Tungabhadra dam in Vi-
jayanagara district of Karnataka,
with a total capacity of 3.2 lakh
crore litres, is filled to only 5%.

The Srisailam reservoir on the
Andhra Pradesh-Telangana bor-
der, with a capacity of 6 lakh crore
litres, is filled to only 15%, whereas
the Nagarjuna Sagar dam on the
same border, with a capacity of 5.1
lakh crore litres, is filled to a mere
4%.

The Mettur dam in Salem dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, with a full ca-
pacity of 2.65 lakh crore litres, is
filled to 28%.

Kerala is the only exception
among the southern States, with
most of its major dams filled to at
least 50% of their capacities, as
shown in Chart 5. The Idukki re-
servoir is filled to 47%, the Idama-
layar dam to 48%, and the Kallada
and Kakki reservoirs to 50%.

It is important to note that, like
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
most districts in Kerala too record-
ed deficient rainfall during the
south-west monsoon last year, as
shown in Table 6.

In troubled waters

The data for the charts were sourced from the latest weekly bulletin published by the Central Water Commission
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Chart 1: The chart shows a region-wise comparison of the
current storage levels as a share of the total capacities of reser-
voirs. It also compares the current water levels with last year's
levels and the 10-year average

Chart 2,3,4,5: The charts show the current storage levels as
a share of the total capacity of major dams in southern States
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Table 6: The table shows the % of districts, across various
levels of rainfall deficits, during the 2023 south-west mensaon.
For instance, in about 27% districts of Kerala, rainfall deficit
during last monsoon was 40% or more

Mettur (Stanley) 26
Lower Bhawani [l-24% 08
Parambikulam IM%

Deficit Sathanur r 28,
No vaigal =7
State Ahor | 2% | 15%- | oo | defict aigai
i || 2l || B Chart 5: Kerala
Andhra 5% | 5% | 3% | 21% | 3% Idukki 15
Kamnataka | 6% | 13% 26% | 6% damalayar 10
Kerala % | 20% | 40% [ 13% Z Kallada (Parappar) R 0.5
TamilNadu = 3% | 11% | 13% | 16% [WRELL) wakki [EB 04
Telangana | - | T | 2% | 2m% [WREL) Malampuzha |17% 02
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