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CELL FORMED TO
COORDINATE
EFFORTS BY GOVT
BODIES TO CLEAN
YAMUNA: KEJRIWAL

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: A week after
announcing a six-point action
plan to clean the Yamuna river in
Delhi, chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal on Thursday said that the
government has constituted a
Yamuna Cleaning Cell (YCC) to
improve co-ordination among
the agencies involved cleaning
the heavily polluted river.

The cell will be headed by the
Delhi Jal Board CEQ, and will
have representatives from five
concerned departments includ-
ing irrigation flood control, DJB,
Delhi Pollution Control Commit-
tee (DPCC), DSIIDC and DUSIB.

“Yamuna Cleaning Cell will
expedite the projects on cleaning
the river and overcome adminis-
trative hurdles. Additionally, the
Delhi Jal Board will take over the
operations and maintenance of
CETPs (common effluent treat-
ment plants) to prevent industrial
waste from falling into the
Yamuna and drainage from J.J
clusters will be diverted to STPs
[sewage treatment plants] to
eliminate untreated discharge in
stormwater drains,” Kejriwal
said.

The CM added that a major
hurdle in the way of Yamuna
cleaning projects is the complex
multiplicity of bodies involved.
“We are creating a cell that will
oversee the working of all the
involved bodies. It will help us in
identifying and delegating
responsibility, and streamline
our projects. For instance, if an
issue is being faced because of
the electroplating industries or
some other polluting works, this
cell will have to take care of that,”
hesaid.

Jyoti Sharma, head of FORCE,
a Delhi-based water conservation
and sanitation organisation, said
that theoretically it is a wonderful
development for the river.

“Even in the past, when moni-
toring committees and cells have
been made by court and the
green tribunal, we have seen
some progress on the ground. We
should also involve local commu-
nity groups and BRWAs, which
have direct link to river and the
outfall points, in the oversight
mechanism to ensure aceounta-
bility in Yamuna cleaning pro-
jects,” Sharma said.
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Stop power generation
at Srisailam: KRMB

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana generating power continuously

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB}) has re-
quested Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh to stop re-
leasing water exclusively
for power generation from
Stisailam,

In a letter to Telangana
Special Chief Secretary, Ir-
rigation and Command
Area Development Depart-
ment and AP Water Re-
sources Department, Spe-
cial Chief Secretary, the
Board member (power) L B
Muanthang, said that it has
been observed from daily
data of Srisailam reservoir
received from Telangana
and AP from October 2021
that the Genco authorities
of both the States were gen-
erating power continuously
through the left and right
power houses even though
level of Nagarjuna Sagar
Project (NSP} was near FRL
and meagre inflows werere-
ceived into Srisailam reser-
voit,

This was also resulting in
wastage and release of large
quantum of watet into sea,
he said. Miianthang said the
water level at Srisailam
reservoit depleted from
FRL 885 ft with capacity of
215.80 TMC as on October
15,2021 to 856.10 ft with ca-
pacity of 94,910 TMC as on
November 18, 2021,

Also about 608.77 MU of
power (RPH = 29591 MU,
LPH 312.86 MU} has been

The water level at Srisailam depleted from FRL 885 ft as on Oct 15,
2021 to 8560.10 ft as on November 18, 2021,

Itis expected that
Srisailam reservoir
will likely receive
monsoon inflows
during August 2022
after 10 months

generated and about 55.966
TMC has been drained into
the sea during October 19,
2021 to November 10, 2021,
he said.

It is expected that Sri-
sailam reservoir will likely
receive monsoon inflows
during August 2022 after 10
months, The State govern-
ments have not placed any
indent to KRMB till date for
release of water from Sti-
sailam and NSP during the
water year 2021-22,

“It shows there is no re-
quirement of water for

drinking and irrigation pur-
pose from NSP, However,
water is released from Sri-
sailam  exclusively for
power generation and a
large quantity of water is
wasted into sea,” he said.

According to Mdanthang,
it has been decided in the
9th and 12th meetings of
KRMB that the power gen-
eration from Srisailam dam
was incidental to drinking
and irrigation water de-
mand. Releasing of water
from Srisailam dam, exclu-
sively for power generation,
without drinking and irriga-
tion water demand in down-
stream and resulting flow of
water into sea was wastage
of valuable water,

This may result in short-
age of water for drinking
and irrigation needs in the
later part of the year as only
five months of the water
year have passed, he added.
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‘Yamuna Cleaning Cells will speed up
inter-departmental decision-making’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
announced the formation of a
Yamuna Cleaning Cell (YCC)
to expedite inter-departmental
decision making and execution
of projects for cleaning the heav-
ily polluted Yamuna river.

The Cell, to be headed by
the chief executive officer of
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), will
have representatives of all the
departments concerned, he said.

“In order to expedite inter-
departmental decision mak-
ing and execution, we formed
aYamuna Cleaning Cell (YCC)
today, headed by CEO, DJB
and representatives of all con-
cerned depts. This will expe-
dite Yamuna cleaning process,”
Kejriwal tweeted.

The Cell will guide Delhi
government’s fight against pol-
lution by overcoming adminis-
trative hurdles, he said.

A major hurdle that we were
facing in our quest to clean the
Yamuna river was the fact that
it was plagued by a complex

system of being governed by
a multiplicity of bodies under
the Delhi Government itself)”
he added. Last week, the Delhi
chief minister announced a
six-point action plan to clean
Yamuna, expecting the work will
be completed by February 2025,

The action plan includes
new sewer treatment plants
and raising the capacity of the
existing ones, sewer connection
of slum clusters and rehabilita-
tion of old sewer systems.

“We are leaving no stone
unturned in restoring the lost
beauty and sanctity of Yamuna.
Formulating Yamuna Cleaning
Cell will expedite inter-depart-
mental decision making and
execution, Kejriwal stated as
per a statement from the Chief
Minister’s office.

The chief minister convened
a high-level review meeting
on management of wastewater
from industrial areas and slum
clusters in respect of Yamuna
cleaning, termed Yamuna clean-
ing as top priority of his govern-
ment and added the river is to
be transformed like schools and

hospitals were transformed in
Delhi, it said.

The Delhi Jal Board will now
take over the operations and
maintenance of common efflu-
ent treatment plants (CETPs) to
prevent industrial waste from
falling into Yamuna. Drain-
age from slum clusters will be
diverted to sewage treatment
plants to eliminate untreated
discharge in storm water drains,
the statement said.

Kejriwal instructed the offi-
cials to leave no scope for loop-
holes in the action plan and
emphasised that there can be
no compromises with the pri-
oritisation of Yamuna cleaning
and water supply.

The Cell will oversee the
working of all the bodies con-
cerned and help in identifying
and delegating responsibility
and streamline projects, he said.

The Yamuna Cleaning Cell
has been formulated keeping in
mind an integrated approach
for Yamuna cleaning, the state-
ment said.

It will consist of six senior
officials of the DJB, DUSIB,

DSIIDC, DPCC and Irrigation
and Flood Control Department
looking after sewerage of slum
clusters and industrial clusters,
CETPs, industries violating pol-
lution norms, Yamuna cleaning
projects and in-situ treatment, it
said. These officers will report to
the Delhi Jal Board CEO. They
will also be responsible for the
execution of the decisions taken
by the Yamuna Cleaning Cell,
it added.

The Cell will further take
over the responsibility of sew-
erage systems of slum clusters,
industrial clusters and CETPs.
It will also be jointly respon-
sible for all the action points of
Yamuna cleaning that include
— construction of new STPS/
DSTPs; upgradation of existing
STPs and capacity augmenta-
tion, laying of sewerage network
in 1799 unauthorised colonies,
septage management, desilting
of trunk and peripheral sewer
lines, providing sewer connec-
tions in already notified areas;
trapping of 108 drains under ISP
and in-situ treatment of drains,
the statement said.
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Water woes

There’s a pressing need to nationalise rivers
in the subcontinent before we perish

arly this week, when the shutters of Aliyar Dam in Tamil Nadu were raised,
Ethere was a major protest demonstration by the people of Palakkad in Kerala.

The water level in Kannadipuzha flowing from Tamil Nadu to Kerala rose to an
alarming level and put the lives of thousands of people staying along the banks of
the river in danger. The proactive media in both the States conveniently blacked out
the report. The shutters of Aliyar Dam were opened by the Tamil Nadu Government
to save the lives of its people along this river. The concern of the TN Government
to save the lives of its people from the impending disaster is understandable. But
the DMK Gavernment should show the same concern for the lives of more than
four million people in Kerala who stay along the
banks of Mullaperiyar Dam which may burst any
time once the water level in this largest and old-
est gravity dam in the country crosses the 138-ft
mark. As pointed out by this newspaper in a report,
the Mullaperiyar Dam is a water bomb ticking by
the second and the possibility of a major disaster
stares the people of four Kerala districts in the face.
The 140-year-old dam has outlived its utility and
age has caught up with it.

It is time to decommission this dam and build a
new one, as suggested by the Kerala Government.
But, strangely, Tamil Nadu vehemently opposes this idea. Geologists have warned time
and again that the region around Mullaperiyar Dam is “pregnant with earthquakes”.
While Tamil Nadu turns a blind eye towards this warning, the State's politicians are
highly critical of the Centre's move to build the Indian Neutrino Observatory in the region
and cite studies by geologists to oppose the proposed research laboratory. Aren’t these
double standards exposing Tamil Nadu's ‘Heads | win, Tails You Lose’ attitude? Tamil
Nadu’s opposition to the Karnataka Government’s move to build the Mekedatu Dam
across the Cauvery river is the same. Karnataka has the right to build a dam on its
own land and there are no laws restraining it. The Mullaperiyar Dam agreement has
inherent weaknesses in it. The Union Government and the Supreme Court should not
take recourse in the apology that “though laws are there, public resentment has to be
taken into consideration”. It is time rivers in the subcontinent are nationalised and peo-
ple — irrespective of region, religion, caste and community — get justice equally.
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