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NDSA team,
T irrigation
officials meet

Hyvderabad: The National
Dam Safety Authority
(NDSA) investigating the sub-
sidenceof piersof Medigadda
held a meeting with Telanga-
na irrigation officials on Wed-
nesday to collect technical da-
ta and other details.

The six-member NDSA te-
am headed by its chairman
Anil Jain had visited the bar-
rage on Tuesday and inspec-
ted the piers from 19 to 22.

Sources said the team as-
ked for technical details, tests
done before executing the pro-
ject and permissions pertai-
ning to soil tests etc. Twn
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Cabinet panel clears
funds for dam project
in Uttarakhand

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELH

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
on Wednesday approved a
Central support of ¥1,557.18
crore to Uttarakhand for
the proposed Jamrani dam
project in Naintal district.
The multipurpose pro-
ject, estimated to cost
around ¥2,584.10 crore, is
scheduled to be completed

by 2028. The CCEA has ap-
proved the inclusion of the
project under the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana-Accelerated Irriga-
tion Benefit Programme.

The project envisages
the construction of a dam
near Jamrani village across
river Gola, a tributary of
the Ram Ganga, in Nainital.
The dam will feed the ex-
isting  Gola  barrage
through its canals.
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Sikkim: NGT seeks report
on Chungthang dam breach

The tribunal transferred the matter to the Eastern Zone
Bench, Kolkata for appropriate further proceedings

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has sought a
report within six weeks from
authorities concerned on the
breach of Chungthang dam in
Sikkim earlier this month.

A glacial lake outburst flood
(GLOF) occurred in parts of
Lhonak Lake, leading to a rapid
rise in water levels with very
high velocities downstream
along the Teesta River Basin
in the early hours of October 4.

The incident caused the
breach of the Chungthang
dam, a crucial component of
the 1,200-megawatt (MW)
Teesta Stage 111 Hydro Electric
Project, the largest hydropower
project in the state.

A bench of NGT Chairper-
son Justice Prakash Shrivastava
and expert member A Sent-
hil Vel said the tribunal had
taken suo motu cognisance of
the incident based on a media
report.

The respondents
comprise the state
of Sikkim through

its Chief Secretary,
the National
Hydroelectric Power
Corporation (NHPC)
through its Chairman
and Managing
Director and the
Sikkim Urja Limited

The bench, in a recent
order, noted that according to
the report, there was a poten-
tial risk associated with some
of the large-scale infrastructure
projects, which require robust
disaster preparedness.

“Let the report by the respon-
dents be filed within six weeks
before the Eastern Zone Bench,
Kolkata,” the tribunal said.

The respondents comprise
the state of Sikkim through its
Chief Secretary, the National
Hydroelectric Power Corpo-
ration (NHPC) through its
Chairman and Managing
Director and the Sikkim Urja
Limited.

The tribunal also trans-
ferred the matter to the
Eastern Zone Bench, Kolk-
ata for “appropriate further
proceedings.”

During the proceed-
ings, the Advocate General
appearing for the State of
Sikkim sought time to
place on record the cause of
the incident, the remedial
measures, the death toll and
the state’s scheme to pro-
vide compensation to the
deceased.

The flash flood that hit the
Himalayan state on October
4 has left at least 78 people
dead in Sikkim and northern
West Bengal and scores were
still missing.
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