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The special focus laid by
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on the agri-
culture sector after coming
to power in 2014 has trig-
gered a complete metamor-
phosis in the agriculture
sector of the State in the last
eight years, enabling farm-
ers to carry out their daily
operations in a hassle-free
manner without any disrup-
tion of power supply.
Supply of irrigation water
and electricity was the main
problem faced by farmers in
Telangana in the erstwhile
Andhra Pradesh. Though
the previous governments
promised free power to agri-

culture sector, farmers
hardly used to get quality
power supply.

The Energy Department
in erstwhile Andhra Pradesh
used to supply free power to
farmers mostly at night. As a
result, several farmers died
of electrocution or due to
snake bites while going to
their fields at night to switch
on pumpsets.

But after June 2014, the
situation has completely
changed with the Chief Min-
ister according top priority
to agriculture, irrigation and
power sectors in the State.
This has brought much-
needed relief to farmers as
they started getting 24-hour
quality power supply along
with  sufficient  water
through irrigation projects,
officials said.

Within five months of the
formation of a separate
Telangana in 2014, the Chief
Minister paid special atten-
tion to the power problem
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Farmers reap benefits
of quality power supply

Agriculture, irrigation in Telangana turn vibrant thanks to efforts of Chief Minister

Resourceful & Resilient

POWER SUPPLY, DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS HAVE BEEN
STRENGTHENED TO MEET GROWING DEMAND

© Since 2014, as many as
7.93 lakh agricultural
electricity services have
been released

© Subsidy of Rs 36,890 cr
given to farm sector for
providing free power to
farmers

© Spent Rs 37,099 cr for
providing quality power to
all categories of consumers

© Seventeen DTRs in 400
KV substations, 48 in
200 KV substations, 72
in 132 KV substations, 137
in EHT substations and
1,038 in 33/11 KV
substation provided

© Topped per capita
electricity consumption by
reaching 2012 units in 2021
from 1,110 units in 2014

© Transmission and
distribution losses reduced
to 11.01% from 16.06% in
erstwhile AP

and reviewed the situation
with senior officials. He then
assured nine-hour quality
power to farmers, which
was later upgraded to 24
hours of free power supply
for the agriculture sector
from January 1, 2018.
According to officials,
Telangana is the only State
in the country, which is pro-
viding a 24-hours free elec-
tricity supply to 26.96 lakh
agricultural consumers. In
erstwhile AP, three hours of
power used to be supplied
during the day and three
hours at night to the agricul-
ture sector causing prob-
lems to farmers, officials
said, adding that the credit

=y

© Solar power capacity
has reached 4,950 MW
from 73 MW in 2014

© Providing free power up
to 101 units/month to
59,6642 SCs and 32,1736
STs, since 2017

© No power holidays for
industries in State with
24-hour power supply

of 24-hour free power sup-
ply went to the Chief Minis-
ter. Since 2014, as many as
7.93 lakh agricultural elec-
tricity services have been
released and a subsidy of Rs
36,890 crore was given to
the agriculture sector for
providing free power to
farmers.

This apart, in the last eight
years, the State government
has spent Rs 37,099 crore for
strengthening the supply
and distribution systems to
provide quality power to all
categories of consumers in
the State. Seventeen DTRs
in 400 KV substations, 48 in
200 KV substations, 72 in 132
KV substations, 137 in EHT

substations and 1,038 in 33/11
KV substation were pro-
vided. Power supply and
distribution systems have
been strengthened to meet
the growing demand for
electricity and the peak de-
mand of 14,160 MW was also
met. Industries, which faced
difficulties due to power
holidays declared in erst-
while AP, were now work-
ing fully with the State gov-
ernment supplying power
for 24 hours.

As a result, workers were
getting continuous employ-
ment, officials said, adding
that Telangana had become
number one in the country
in the growth of per capita
electricity consumption.

In 2014, the per capita
electricity consumption of
Telangana was 1,110 units
and by 2021, it had reached
2012 units. Transmission
and distribution losses were
reduced to 1101 per cent
from the figure of 16.06 per
cent in erstwhile AP. At the
time of formation of the
State, the solar power ca-
pacity was 73 MW, which
had now reached 4,950 MW.

In addition to free elec-
tricity to farmers, the State
government was also pro-
viding free power up to 101
units per month to 5,96,642
SC consumers and 32,1736
ST consumers from 2017 to
date. The total cost for free
power supplied to these
consumers was Rs 656 cr.

Officials said free elec-
tricity up to 250 units per
month was supplied to
around 29,365 salons and
56,616 laundry shops along
with a subsidy of Rs 2 per
unit to 6,667 poultry units
and 491 powerlooms.
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Yamuna river level nears
warning mark after rains

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After a rainy week-
end, which left parts of Delhi
submerged, the water level in the
Yamuna river is likely to cross
the warning mark on Sunday
night. According to a forecast by
the central water commission,
the water level at the old railway
bridge will increase to 204.55
metres by 10pm on Sunday.

An official also said that
22,996 cusecs water was released

from Hathni Kund Barrage on
Sunday afternoon.

While the Yamuna’s water
level could rise further on Mon-
day, it is not likely to affect peo-
ple living along the Yamuna
river, officials said.

Authorities considered a wa
ter level of 204.5 metres as
Yamuna's warning mark. The
danger mark is 205.33 metres
and the ‘evacuation’ mark is 206
metres. To be sure, an alarm is
sounded when the Yamuna’'s
level touches the danger mark.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 26- September-2022

Southwest monsoon is likely to
retreat from Delhi by weekend

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The southwest
monsoon is likely to retreat
from the national Capital and
neighboring areas by the week-
end, weather forecasters said
on Sunday.

An anti-cyclone will estab-
lish over southwest Rajasthan
after 24 hours and northwest-
erly winds will commence in
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana and
Delhi which will lead to a drop
in moisture content in the atmo-
sphere, they said.

“Thereafter, the conditions
will become favourable for fur-
ther withdrawal of the mon-
soon in the next two-three
days. We expect the monsoon
to retreat from Delhi by Septem-
ber 30-October 1,” said Mahesh
Palawat, vice president (meteo-
rology and climate change), Sky-
met Weather. At present, the line
of withdrawal of the southwest
monsoon passes through Kha-
juwala, Bikaner, Jodhpur and
Naliya, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department said.

The incessant rains in

REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

Delhi from September 21 to
September 24 helped the cap-
ital cover a large rain deficit
that had piled up over the last
one-and-a-half-month.

The rainfall recorded at the
Safdarjung Observatory, Delhi’s
primary weather station, swung
from a 49 percent deficit on Sep-
tember 21 to a surplus of 39 per-
cent on September 24.

The capital has recorded
164.5 mm of precipitation

against a normal of 118.2 mm
in September so far. On an aver-
age, the city gauges 125.1 mm
of rainfall in September.

The incessant rains between
on Wednesday and Saturday
also brought down the overall
deficit in the monsoon season.

Delhi’s overall rain deficit in
the monsoon season dropped
from 35 per cent (till Septem-
ber 22) to 17 per cent by Sun-
day morning.
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