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Record dry, wet spells
define 2023 monsoon

By Abhishek Jha

The official monsoon season runs from June 1 to September 30. This leaves just five days of
India’s rainiest season after September 25. What were the key features of the 2023 monsoon?
An HT analysis of the gridded data of the India Meteorological Department (IMD) shows that
India is likely to end with an overall deficit this season. Irrespective of whether this deficit
decreases from its current level, around a third of the country is likely to retain big deficits.
Moreover, the overall performance of the season hides the fact that individual months and days
were generally marked by one of the two extremes: much wetter or much drier than they
usually are. The season is also ending with some of the longest continuous spells of dry and wet
weather. Here are four charts that show these trends.

1 With a week to go, this is the 34th driest
monsoon since 1901

India has received 799mm of rainfall this monsoon season up to September 25, according to IMD's gridded data. This is 41%
less than the 1961-2010 average for the June 1-September 25 period, a benchmark for rain, and the 36th lowest since 1901. The
1961-2010 average for the entire season is 853.7mm. This means that India needs 10.9mm rain daily on average in the last five
days of September to end with no deficit when the daily average so far this month is 6.7mm. This appears to be a difficult
task unless floods, such as those in Nagpur over the weekend, continue, because the monsoon started withdrawing from
Rajasthan on September 25, according to IMD.

Average

June 1-September 25, June 1-September 25, June 1-September 30,

2023 1961-2010 average 1961-2010 average
Source: IMD gridded dataset
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2 Large parts of India will remain Individual
outside the ‘normal range months were

Like all averages, India's average deficit does not show how the season behaved in .

particular regions. A disaggregated analysis shows that 27.6% of India has received e I t h er to O d ry O r
rain that is 20-60% less than the 1961-2010 average or “deficient” and 4.8% of India

has a deficit of 60% or more, classified as “large deficient”. Such dry pockets still too W et

make up at least 50% of the area in Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, and

West Bengal. To be sure, the dry conditions of the northern states in this list are in India’s overall performance in the season

keeping with the long-term trend of these states becoming drier during the also hides the fact that it alternated
monsoon season, as HT has explained before. Apart from such dry pockets, parts of between very dry and very wet months
the country — particularly Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand — also experienced For example, June this year was the 49th
devastating floods due to rains. Therefore, 21.7% of the country is also ending the driest since 1901 and had a 55% deficit,

season with a surplus of 20% or more, classified as “excess" or “large excess”, leaving
only 45.9% of the country with neither a big deficit nor a large surplus.

June 1-September 25

July was the 22nd wettest this yearand
had a 13.3% surplus, August was the
driest ever and had a 34.5% deficit, and
September (up to September 25) is the

s ,' 2023 I'ain's departu re 36th wettest and has a 17% surplus.
s from1961-2010 avg India's monthly rain

! (in mm)

‘ 2023 [H1961-2010 average
i

JUNE
I 154.9
I 164.0

JULY

AUGUST
B Large deficient (-99% to -60%) _ 162.9

[] Deficient (-59% to -20%)

248.6

[ Normal (-19% t0 19%) SEP1-25

1 Excess (20% to 59%) I 167.9
M (arge excess (>=60%) _ :
144.0

2023 had some of the longest dry and wet
spells for the monsoon season

If continuous days of more than 20% deficit are counted Longest dry spe"s in .l“ly and

as one dry spell and continuous days of more than 20%
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monsoon season up to September 23. o
There have been 1,303 such dry spells since 1901 of which
692 have been in July or August , the two wettest months
the top 3% and 15th or in the top 2% if one is only looking
at such dry spells in July and August. Similarly, the 0 S NS D E DS
ten-day wet spell that ended on September 24 is the 30th R § FHEIIRSS

e

surplus are counted as one wet spell, the 2023 monsoon Aug ust (Number of continuous days with 20% deficit)
of the season. Among these dry spells, the 13-day dry

; S5 S S
longest such spell among 1,425 such spells during the L8 48 S .

also had some of the longest dry and wet spells for the
spell ending on August 17 is ranked the 35th highest or in IIIIIIIII IIIIII
monsoon season up to September 25, also in the top 3%. Source: IMD gridded dataset
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The latest wet spell has not improved reservoir conditions much

The wet spell towards the end of the season is good news. Things would be much worse if the dry conditions of August had persisted
this month. This is reflected to some extent in the water storage in reservoirs, according to data from the Central Water Commission
(CWQ) for 21 states. The departure in storage from the last 10 years' average has improved in 11 of those states compared to the
previous week. However, it has also worsened in 10 states, with the net result that 13 states have a deficit currently, only a small
improvement from 16 states with a deficit last week.
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1,000 cusecs of surplus water
let out from Poondi reservmr

Oppili.P@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Following increa-
se in inflow after good rains
in Andhra Pradesh, water
resources department
(WRD)on Monday started re-
leasing surplus water from
Poondi reservoir, around
1,000 cubic feet of water per
second.

A WRD senior engineer
said this is the fourth conse-
cutive year the storage levels
has touched their maximum
and surplus water is being
released. In 2021, flooding da-
maged twosluicegatesof the
reservoir. Subsequently, it
was rebuilt and the maxi-
mum storage level wasmain-
tained last year. This year too
the storage level has touched
its maximum and 1,000cu-
secs of water is being relea-
sed, said the engineer.

The released water will
flow into Thamaraipakkam
Anaicut, where it will be sto-
red. Subsequently, water
from Thamaraipakkam will
be pumped into Sholavaram
reservoir, which isone of the
reservoirs supplying water
to the city. Storage level at
the Sholavaram reservoir
had already touched the
maximum level, he said.

FOR STORAGE: The released water will flow into Thamaraipakkam
Anaicut from where it will be pumped into Sholavaram reservoir

The Veeranam tank in
Cuddalore district also does
not have good storage of wa-
ter. As of Monday, the water
level stood at 43 % (630.50 mil-
lion cubic feet) as against its
full capacity of 1,465mcft.
Apart from pumping water
todistribute it to the city, the
stored water in Veeranam
tank is being released for ir-
rigation purposes too, said a
Metrowater engineer.

Normally, during south-
west monsoon, water from
Karnataka flows into the
Cauvery river, which fills the

Mettur dam. This year, with
the Karnataka government
refusing torelease water, the
Mettur dam is not full.. The
storage level is dropping day
by day. With the reduction in
the quantity of water being
released from Mettur, the re-
alisation at Veeranam is
much less. Hence, the stora-
ge at the Veeranam tank is
fast depleting. However, the
Metrowater continued to
draw 172 million litres of wa-
ter a day from Veeranam to
supply to its consumers, the
official said.
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Palamuru; State focuses on CWC
appraisal for project report

DPR approval, clearances due from CWC no longer ‘sub judice’

D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
Hyderabad

Six clearances are on hand
and one is in the offing. All
that the Palamuru Ran-
gareddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme (PRLIS) needs is
the appraisal of its detailed
project report (DPR) by the
Central Water Commission
(CWCQ).

The DPR approval and
clearances due from the
CWC are no longer ‘sub ju-
dice’ as the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal-II has
pronounced its stand on the
Interlocutory Application
(IA) filed by Andhra
Pradesh opposing the utili-
sation of 90 tmc of Krishna
water from the 75 per cent
dependable flows into the
Srisailam project.

As the KWDT-II has re-
jected the IA stating that it
had no jurisdiction to enter-
tain the application, Telan-
gana is now pursuing the
issue of the PRLIS DPR ap-
praisal vigorously with the
CWC. The Engineer-in-
Chief (General) Irrigation
and Command Area Devel-
opment, C Muralidhar,
wrote to the CWC Chair-

STATUS REPORT

SIX CLEARANCES ON HAND FOR PRLIS

©

Forest
clearance
and wildlife

clearance
already

Environment
clearance in
consideration of MoEF

PRLIS issues not
before any court,
no longer sub judice

obtained

man requesting to complete
the appraisal of the DPR.
He sought necessary
clearances to be accorded as
there was no issue of ‘sub ju-
dice’ in respect of the PRLIS
in any court of law. He
stated that the Expert Ap-
praisal Committee of the
Ministry of Environment
and Forests, in its 49th meet-
ing held on July 24, 2023,
recommended to the Minis-
ter to issue environmental
clearance for the PRLIS.
The issue of environmen-
tal clearance was being
processed in the Ministry

TS seeks final
approval of PRLIS
DPR by the CWC

concerned. The forest clear-
ance for Stage I and Stage 11
of the project was already
accorded on January 25,
2019. The Wild Life Board
Clearance was issued on
September 3, 2021. Other ap-
provals that are mandatory,
such as the CEA clearance,
Central Soils and Materials
Research Station (CSMRS)
clearance, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs (MOTA) clearance
and Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) clearance,
were already issued for the
project.

He stated that the erst-

while government of AP had
earmarked 45 tmc of Kr-
ishna water to a Telangana
project — the Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) — and
to meet the drinking water
needs of the Krishna basin
areas in lieu of Godavari
water  diverted from
Polavaram to Krishna river
basin by AP. The State-level
Technical Advisory Com-
mittee (SLTAC) recom-
mended utilising 45 TMC
within the Krishna basin in
2013.

The proposed utilisation
of 45 tmc can be considered
under the projects above the
Nagarjuna Sagar project in
the Krishna basin. After bi-
furcation, AP was left with
no project that serves the in-
basin areas above the NSP.
All in-basin projects above
the NSP, in fact, belonged to
Telangana and the PRLIS is
one of them. As a result, the
State earmarked 45 TMC of
water to the PRLIS, thus ful-
filling the requirement of an
assured water source for the
project. This is in addition to
an equal quantity of water
saved from what has been
earmarked for the minor ir-
rigation sources in the State.
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B’luru bandh today
over Cauvery row

Statewide shutdown on Friday to protest release of water to TN

PTI

BENGALURU

Amid ongoing protests
across Karnataka against re-
leasing Cauvery river water
to neighbouring Tamil
Nadu, two bandhs have
been called this week — in
Bengaluru tomorrow, and
statewide on Friday.

The announcement for
the Karnataka bandh on
September 29 was made on
Monday, under the banner
‘Kannada Okkuta’ — led by
Kannada activist Vatal Na-
garaj, days after the ‘Kar-
nataka Jala Samrakshana
Samiti’, an umbrella outfit of
farmers’ associations and
other organisations led by
farmer leader Kuruburu
Shanthakumar gave the call
for Tuesday's Bengaluru
shutdown.

The two bandhs reflect
the divide among the farm-
ers and pro-Kannada organ-
isations, and has also now
led to a confusion about who
is supporting the bandh on
which day, and whether
services will be available on
Tuesday.

While Shanthakumar has
said that they will go ahead
with the Bengaluru bandh
on Tuesday, Vatal Nagaraj,
who has called for a State
bandh on Friday, made it
clear that Kannada Okkuta
is not supporting tomor-
row’s bandh,

Shanthakumar said they
have received support from
a number of organisations
for their bandh call on Tues-
day and will go ahead with
it

“We will come in a
protest to Bengaluru’s Free-
dom Park and stage a
demonstration there with
our demands. The State gov-
ernment, the Chief Minister,
will have to receive our
memorandum. If there is no

Former PM and JIXS) supremo HD Deve Gowda, along with HD
Kumaraswamy, addressing a press conference, in Bengaluru.

Deve Gowda for PM’s intervention

BENGALURU: Former
Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda on Monday ap-
pealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to direct
the Jal Shakti Ministry to
appoint an external
agency, independent of
the states that are party
to the dispute and the
union government, to con-
duct studies of all reser-
voirs in the Cauvery basin.
He also stressed the
need to have an appropri-
ate distress formula appli-
cable to all the states con-

proper response to our
protest from the govern-
ment, we will decide on our
further course of action,” he
said.

Meanwhile, with protests
intensifying over the release
of Cauvery river water to
Tamil Nadu and bandh
being called on the issue,
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Monday
said his government will not
curtail them, but underlined
the importance of mainte-
nance of peace.

cerned, in such distress
conditions.

Noting that due to the
failure of the Southwest
monsoon (from June to
September) this year,
there is insufficient stor-
age in the identified/des-
ignated four reservoirs of
Cauvery basin in Kar-
nataka, he said the state is
facing such a grave situa-
tion that it is finding it ex-
tremely difficult even to
cater to the drinking water
requirements, let alone for
irrigation. 1/

The Chief Minister also
said the State government
will place its argument more
forcefully  before the
Supreme Court on the issue,
when it next comes up for
hearing, and is committed to
protecting the interest of the
State.

While some farmers’ out-
fits have called for ‘Ben-
galuru bandh’ on Tuesday
on the Cauvery issue, sev-
eral Kannada outfits, under
the banner ‘Kannada
Okkuta’ led by Kannada ac-

TN farmers
seek ban on
Bengaluru

protest

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu
Cauvery Farmers' Associa-
tion on Monday urged the
State government to take
appropriate measures
through the Centre to ban
Tuesday's protests in Kar-
nataka against the release
of Cauvery water to TN.
The association general
secretary P R Pandian, ac-
companied by few a sup-
porters, staged a sudden
protest here on Monday
condemning the neighbour-
ing State for not releasing
the water. Holding the na-
tional flag, Pandian said the
Karnataka government's
stance and the proposed
bandh tomorrow against re-
leasing Cauvery water to
TN, is ‘reprehensible.’
Pandian, who staged a
sudden protest at the
Labour Statue at the Marina
Beach here, was removed by
the police and later de-
tained. As he was being car-
ried away from the Labour
Statue, Pandian raised slo-
gans condemning the Kar-
nataka government. en

tivists Vatal Nagaraj have
called for state-wide bandh
on September 29.

“We had filed a petition in
the Supreme Court against
the orders of the Cauvery
Water Management Au-
thority, and Regulation
Committee. The court re-
jected our partition, also
Tamil Nadu’s. They (TN)
initially sought 24,000
cusecs, then 7,200 cusecs,
we said we can't even give
5,000 cusecs, as there is no
water," Siddaramaiah said.
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Monsoon starts withdrawing,
eight days after normal date

NEW DELHI

onsoon started
withdrawing
from India on

Monday, eight days be-
hind the normal date of
September 17, the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment said.

“The southwest mon-
soon has withdrawn from
parts of southwest Ra-
jasthan on Monday
against its normal date of
withdrawal from south-
west Rajasthan of Sep-
tember 17,” it said in a
statement. This year is
the 13th consecutive de-
layed monsoon retreat.
The withdrawal of mon-
soon from northwest

Withdrawal of
monsoon from
northwest India
marks the begin-
ning of its retreat
from subcontinent

India marks the beginning
of its retreat from the In-
dian subcontinent. Any
delay in the monsoon’s re-
treat means a longer rainy
season, which can signifi-
cantly impact agricultural
production, particularly
in northwest India where
monsoon rainfall plays a
crucial role in the Rabi
crop production.

Typically, the south-
west monsoon makes its
onset over Kerala by June
1and covers the entire
country by July 8. It
started retreating from
northwest India around
September 17, withdraw-
ing entirely by October 15.

According to the IMD,
the withdrawal of mon-
soon from extreme north-
western parts of the coun-
try is announced based on
three major synoptic fea-
tures after September 1:
no rainfall activity over
the region for five days on
the trot, the establishment
of anticyclone in the
lower troposphere and a
considerable reduction in
moisture content. e
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The Cauvery water conundrum

What did the Supreme Court rule with respect to the water sharfng agreement between Kamatadis and Tamdl Nadu? Why are Karmataka’s Brmers organisations and groups
protesting against the directive and the govermment? What has been Tamil Nadu's stance?

foot per second (cusecs) of
water from the Caavery tives 1o Tamil
Nadu for 15 days, in fine with decisions of

tried 20 barge into e Mysary Zilks
Panchayat

How is the Canrvery water belng
shared?

The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal
(CWDTYs final awasd of 2007 and the
Supreme Court's judgment of Febeuiry
2008 spell out the system for sharing the
river waler and the mstitutional
mechandsms for ensuring smplemmentation
of the Judicial vendicts, Posmting ot thae
THO thousaed million cubic feet o 10 of
water would be svailabie i the Cauvery
hasin in a nocmal year, the Cours, which
broadly adhered 1o the CWIYT s award,
made the allocation for constituents of
the bain as follows: Karnataka (284.75
trive B Toendl Nachs (404.25 tine iY; Kerala
G0 o fi) and Poduacherty (7 tme fi). Ten

A2 crossroada: Farmors age 3 protest by Slanding in the Cauvery mater cwn the Cauvery sater ssioate
e, i Trache, Taend] Nadtu 0n Sepmembes M4, dw

o ft and four tme ft have Deen set apary
for eorvironmental and
inevitable escapages o the sea.

OF Taand] Nachu's owerall allocited
quantity, Karnataka b 0 ensaure 177.25
nc i, 2 per 3 monthily schedisde, 2
Blggandudu, kocated on the nter Stae
border. Of this glantiry, 12304 tne fi s to
be given duriog the period from Juse 10
Septembey, also murking the season of
the southwest moguoon. Invariably, it is
during this persod that the Cauvery e
gets fased up, as the monsoon sometimes

ammthmmmwm
oversee the implemersation of the
verdicts of the Tribumal and the Court,

Why are Knrnataka's farmers upset?
This year's southwest monsoon has

played oo, especislly in south nterior
Karnataka, the reglon where the Cauvery
fiver orignates. Between June | and
Septomber 23, the region suffered a
deticit raledill of 27%,, accordiog 1 the
India Meteorological Department, Kodsnu
of Karnataka imd Waryanad of Kerala,
Mhupndﬂratlmdw
Cavery and ity tributary, Kabénd,
mdudda radedudl of £3% and
565 respectively. Kamataka, s its
application before Court, had stased that
.-t the reservotr level, which covers a
part of the catchoment, the shorefall is
S3AZ%" ghoen the [hct that the Stite has
foesr reservoirs im the Casvery basin.
Last woek, Karnutaka told the Supeeme
Count that the daily flow of 5,000 cusecs
Of water 8 Tandl Naduo was “againet ]
Inserest.” The Stae, especially in urbon
areas lke Bengalur, was on “the beink of

i drinking water crisés” whereas Tamd
Nadu was in need of water for irvigation.
It abso added that the distress In
m&nmhhdumdhthcp.ls

How serious is the situation in T.N.?
mnmwnmn

shadow reglon [n the season. As per the
Gata of the Central Water Conmsission
avadabile up 1o September 21, the State
receted 4006 tme &, whereas e shoukd
have got 1211 tmc & in 2 normad year.
Even adter giviey allowance for the filkare
of the mansoon amd the guantum of
shovtall as quoted by Karnataka, Tami
Nadu cortends thae it shoudd have got
least 78 tme & moee (as on September 123,
B s fos oot oof wiiber for at boast theee lakh
acres over which 3 short4enn crop
Grurnownd) has been raisexk. Already, there
are reports of the crop beteg at ok of
withering in many places.

However, the Stase will requice. 1 the
coming weeks, tnuch more wites for its
Tong serm crop of 25435 days Gemb),
wivich is pormally ralsed over 15 akh
acres, providing livellood opporunities
10 hakds of kaexcliess Wabour. A substantisl
portion Of the Garming activity under the

water for severil disaricts in the State,

What is the way forward?
It is thmse that the CWMA along with the
constituents finalised a distress-sharing
formuda. There have been differences
over the choice of parimesers that
determine sach a formubs

Makidng use of the present crists, the
Auxhority shyoukd tabe e mitiative in
ooevincing all the stakebolders in
evalving the propased oeomila.

THE GIST

O Soptamber 11, e Sugreme
Court ased Kmataks o
continue releazing $,000 cutic
font pee second Souveonl of
warter from the Caseury fiver 8O
Tavel Nadw for 15 diys.

-

St told e Suprwens
Court that the daity flow of
5000 ousecs of water to Tamil

Tamil Mady i in neod of water
for ot leant (hroe Lakh atres
over whvch a short-Lenm orop
v hay been lved.
Rroady, B 0w stpoas of
e C10p Deing A sick of
withering in mamy places.
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Expertise over politics

Litigation over water can be avoided
only with fixed distress sharing norms

n declining to interfere with the order of the
Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA), directing Karnataka to release
5,000 cubic feet of water per second (cusecs) to
Tamil Nadu until September 27, the Supreme
Court has rightly chosen to defer to the wisdom
of an expert body that is better placed to appor-
tion the available water in a rainfall deficit year.
Karnataka had approached the apex court
against the order, contending that it was suffering
from a shortfall of over 53% in inflows to its reser-
voirs this year, following a weak south-west mon-
soon, and was not in a position to release 5,000
cusecs for 15 more days. To its credit, the upper
riparian State has been complying with the
CWMA's order amid pressure and protests from
some political parties and organisations. Earlier,
Tamil Nadu had approached the Court in mid-Au-
gust to seek directions for water release from Kar-
nataka’s reservoirs so that the quantum stipulat-
ed for it for the second half of August and whole
of September could be realised. The Court had
then sought a report from the CWMA, which has
spelt out the extent of the distress this year. The
15-day period for which the current CWMA order
is applicable ends on September 27, and the
Authority’s assisting body, the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee (CWRC) is scheduled to
meet on September 26 to consider the situation
afresh. The dispute has surfaced after a few
years, once again highlighting the fact that the
parties need a regular formula to share the short-
fall and distress in years when the monsoon fails.
In years of abundance, there is little difficulty
in Karnataka releasing the water in compliance
with the final award of the Cauvery Water Dis-
putes Tribunal, as modified by the Supreme
Court in 2018. It is well-known that much of this
release is the natural downstream flow of water
during heavy rainfall from brimming reservoirs.
It is only during deficit years that the States in-
volved feel that the Court will pass favourable or-
ders even if the CWMA does not. This kind of
yearly adjudication and seasonal litigation should
not become the norm. The CWMA should utilise
the opportunity to come up with a permanent
formula on how to assess deficit in a given year.
Even on the manner of assessment of deficit, the
two States have divergent views. It is now up to
the CWMA and the CWRC in gathering data on
rainfall, inflows and storage, to evolve an accepta-
ble formula to apportion the shortfall in an equit-
able way. It is inevitable that neither State will be
satisfied with the quantum of release ordered by
the CWMA, but it is at this point that politics
should yield to domain expertise.
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Gowda writes

0 PM seeking his

intervention meauvery row

Proposes panel of 5 independent
mfwsltevisit

iﬂtytombmitanapphaﬁon

S) supremo H D Deve  before the Supreme Court.

Gowda has written a  Requesting the prime min-
ister to direct the Jalshakt

Ministry 1o address the Cau-
very dispute 45 a top priority,
Gowdasaid, “Thad proposed o
constitute a committee of five
experts independent of the
party statesand the Union gov-
ernment, for undertaking an
immmteskc\;:twm
morenccurately the prevailing
ground realities in both the
states. ln my opinion, | think
this is the only possible inter-
immeasure that may be taken
by the Union government to
avoid further escalation of the

tition in the Supreme Court
Supreme  informing it of deputing an
expert to study the sit-
* uation in the Cauvery basin."

nidthefamefPM.

Management
(CWMA) and Cauvery Wa-
ter Regulatory Committee
(CWRC) for consideration
ahead of any decision on the
release of water, Gowda said.
“I hope the prime minister
initiates action so that further
injustice won'ttake place as far
as Kamnataka is concerned,”

¥ Gowdaadded.

In the letter, Gowda men-
tioned the availability of wa-
ter levels at reservoirs of the

the water storage is only SL10
tmcft as against the 112 tmeht

g purposes.

He even pointed out that
Karnataka received the lowest
rainfallinthe last 123 yearsthis
year in the months of August
and September.

Authority '
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‘Joke” Narmada flood victims
call out govt relief package

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA @ Ahmedabad

AMID a debate over the recent
Narmada floods in Gujarat, a
new controversy has crw
up over the government’s
assistance. The state govern-
ment has allocated ¥2,500 egeh
per family for clothing and as
much for household goods, he-
sides 22,000 extra.

The flood-affected families
have called the government gg-
nouncement of 7,000 per fgm-
ily a joke. Moreover, the goy-
ernment has announced
¥1,20,000 in aid for the constrye-
tion of houses that have heen
completely destroyed by the
floods, while the government
has announced 10,000 for en-
tirely destroyed or partially
damaged shacks.

According to a notification
released on September 22, the
state government has an-
nounced a relief package for
Bharuch, Narmada, Vadodara,
Panchmahal, and Dahod.

According to the notification,
the state government has decid-
ed to pay 22,500 as clothing as-
sistance and 22,500 as household
assistance, for a total of 5,000
per family as per State Disaster

<1,20,000

INAID FOR
BUILDING COMPLETELY
DESTROYED HOUSES

WORST-HIT AREAS: BHARUCH, NARMADA, VADODARA, PANCHMAHAL AND DAHOD

Fund (SDRF) norms
in these five districts, and an-
other 2,000 from the state gov-
ernment budget to pay a total
assistance of 27,000 per family.

Suresh Patel of Juna Borb-
hata village in south Gujarat’s
Bharuch district, where the
Narmada water has caused the
most damage, asks, “In today’s
inflationary times, tell me what
kind of household goods can be
purchased for 22,500 for the
entire family, what kind of
clothing can be purchased

for 2,500 if there are 10 people

GUJARAT AID
INADEQUATE

Last week, a flood-like situation due to the overflowing Narmada led
to the evacuation of over 12,000 residents in 126 talukas of Gujarat.
Here's what the state govt has offered to the affected:

Each flood-hit

family to @
get | ==
27,000- |
22,500

forclothing FOR
andasmuch  PARTIALLY
forhousehold DAMAGED

goods SHACKS

ina y?”

“How many people will be
able to dress? How many pairs
of chappals would you need to
buy for 10 individuals if each
pair costs 2100, and would you
be able to buy clothing for the
remaining family members?”
he asked.

According to the notification,
from SDRF, the government
would pay 220,000 for residen-
tial kutcha/pucca dwellings
that have been completely de-
molished or have sustained se-
rious damage.
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Staggered monsoon withdrawal
may lift rabi sowing prospects

But excess rainfall could now be detrimental to early sown kharif crops

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 25 September

Staggered withdrawal of the southwest
monsoon will notonlybenefit the
standing kharif crops, but also help
improve the moisture level inthe soil.
This, in return, should facilitate the early
sowing of rabi crops, such as wheat,
chanaand mustard.

Excessshowersin partsofMadhya
Pradesh at the fagend of the monsoon
season, however, aresaid tobe hurting
soybean crops. TheIndia Meteorological
Department (IMD)on Monday said that
the withdrawal ofthe southwest monsoon
hasstarted from western Rajasthan, aftera
delay of almost eight days,

But it furthersaid fresh weather
systemsaredevelopingoverthe
Andaman Sea and East Central Bay of
Bengal. They are likely to move west-
northwestwards with the possibility of
gradual intensification.

“This weather system may cause
rainfall again over Madhya Pradesh and
up toeast Rajasthan. This would delay
the pace of the withdrawal of southwest
monsoon,” Mahesh Palawat, vice-
president of meteorology and climate
change at private weather forecasting
agency Skymet told Business Standard.

Palawat said that rainfall may
continue until the first week of October
overcentral India, in stateslike
Chhattisgarhand Odisha, and that
should improvethe residual soil
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moisture.

The revival ofthe monsoon rainfall in
September notonly gave a fresh lease of
lifetothe standing crops in many places
but alsoslightly pushed up water levels
inreservoirs.

Until August, the average waterlevel
in150 reservoirsacross Indiathatare
monitored by the Central Water
Commission was around 9 per cent lower
than the 10-yearaverage; thisby
September 21, was 8 per cent lowerthan
the 10-year average.

InMadhya Pradesh, though, some
farmers are worried about excess rainfall
overthe past few days-- afterthelong dry
spellin August - saying it hasdamaged
soybeancropsinsome areas,

Pushan Sharma, director-research,
CRISIL Market Intelligence and
Analytics, said whilethe pick-upin
monsoon bodes well, rainfall towards
theend of September and early October
remain acritical aspect tomonitor, since
itmay have adetrimental impactonthe
kharifyield.
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BENGALURU READIES FOR BANDH

No More Water Release,
Karnataka to Tell

Cauvery Authority Today

Chief minister asks agitators not to be misled by BJP and JDS

Our Political Bureau

Bengaluru: Karnataka will
tell the Cauvery water authori-
ty that scarcity preventedrelea-
se of water to Tamil Nadu, chi-
ef minister Siddaramaiah has
said as Bengaluru prepared for
a Tuesday shutdown called by
pro-Kannada and farmer orga-
nisations.

The Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee'sorderstorele-
ase 5,000 cusecs of water to Ta-
mil Nadu will end on Tuesday.
Karnataka has decided to stay
firm on not releasing water fol-
lowing growing resistance
from farmersand BJP-JDS.

“After 26th, we will approach
the authority again and clearly
convey our opinion that no mo-
re water will be released,” Sid-
daramaiah said in a statement
in Bengaluru on Mon-
day. Thedispute needsto
be handled delicately
without jeopardising
the interest of the state
and dignity of the judici-
ary The government
was in constant touch with le-
gal and irrigation experts and
will take decisions based on
their advice, he said.

The CM took a dig at the Oppo-
sition. When it comes “tosafegu-
arding land-water-language, we
should demonstrate a broad atti-
tude that we are all Kannadigas,
regardless of our political affili-
ation. This is not the first time
that the Cauvery River water

dispute has arisen,” he said,
objecting to BJP-JDS seeking
his resignation. As a govern-
ment bound by the Constitution,
his regime had to act responsib-
ly as the Cauvery water dispute
was before the Supreme Court
and the Cauvery Water
Management Authority,
Siddaramaiah said.
Whenever the water dis-
pute arose in the past, all
parties kept their diffe-
rences aside and acted
unitedly The history of state go-
vernments led by all parties sho-
wed they have inevitably obeyed
the order of the court, he said.
The CM said he respected pe-
ople’s right to protest. The go-
vernment would not do anyt-
hingtosuppress the agitation.
But he warned the pro-Kanna-
da and farmers organisations
not to be misled by the smear
campaignof BJP-JDS.
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