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Heavy rainfall likely in central

Indla, east remains marooned

- 24

NEWDELHI:Heavy showers lashed
large swathes of the country on
Sunday, with nine more people
dyinginrain-related incidentsin
Rajasthan, whiletherewasnolet
up in the flood situation in
Assamand Bihar where thedel-

- uge has claimed 209 lives this

mMonsoon season.

Rains also lashed Madhya
Pradesh wherea10-year-oldboy
wassweptaway inaswollennul-
lahin Sehoredistricton Sunday,
officials said.

Widespread intermittent
rainsinJammuand Kashmirled
to suspension of the Amarnath
yatra from three main base
camps for the fourth successive
day, with the weatherman pre-
dictingsnowfallin the cavearea,

‘Themetrological department
hasforecast heavy downpourin
Odisha in the next one week in
the wake of a possible low pres-
sure, following the existing
cyclonic circulation over the Bay
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PORTION OF
THANE BRIDGE
COLLAPSES

THANE: A portion of the
Rayate Bridge on the
Kalyan Nagar Highway
caved inon Sunday due
totheforce ofthe over-
flowing Ulhas River.
“Dueto theheavy
downpourand the over-
flowing Ulhasriverthe
bridge was under water
forover30hours. This
bridgeisused by more
than 15,000 commuters
daily; hence wefocussed
onrestoration immedi-
ately,” said Dinesh

Dainik Jagran
Jansatta

tlingat 34.4 and 25.8 degrees Cel-
siusrespectively,

The IMD has forecast
“extremely heavy” rainfall in
Maharashtra, Odishaand parts
of north Gujarat on Monday.

The department has also
issued warning for fishermenin
Gujarat and advised them
against venturingintotheseain
north, west central and south-
west parts of the state till August
1duetogusty winds.

InMaharashtra, heavy rains
over the past four daysin Nashik
region hasled to waterin Ganga-
pur Damreaching 74% of its stor-
age capacity, an official said.

In Jaipur's Sanganer area,
two boys drowned in a water-
body while one death was
reported fromJodhpur, the offi-
cial said.

Floods in Assam claimed one

‘more life in Barpeta district,

mounting the toll to 82 sofar.
In Bihar, the deluge has
affected over85lakh people even
thoughthe tollremained 127for
the second consecutive day on
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- Heavy rain fills up datns TeRaRe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \\3}
NASHIK

Heavy rain over the past
four days in Nashik region
has led to water in Ganga-
pur dam reaching 74% of
its storage capacity, an of-
ficial said on Sunday. The
dam has the capacity of
5,630 million cubic feet.
He said residents along
the banks of the Godavari
river have been alerted

Deccan Herald

Deccan Herald

The Economic Times

Business Standard

Tribune

Financial Express
Dainik Bhaskar

that water from Gangapur
dam could be released any
time into the river.

The official said Darna
dam in Igatpuri tehsil in
the district is now 87%
full, forcing the irrigation
department to release
16,598 cubic foot per se-
cond (cusec) of water into
the Darna river. “Bhavali
dam is 100% full and we
have had to release 1,218

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
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Dainik Jagran
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cusec of water to maintain
the level.”

The official said four
medium dams — Manik-
punj, Nagasakya, Pune-
gaon and Tisgaon — are
still dry. “Barring Igatpuri,
Trimbakeshwar,  Peint,
Surgana and Nashik teh-
sils, the remaining 10 teh-
sils in the district are fac-
ing deficit rainfall so far
this monsoon.”
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ORGANISED COLONIES UNDER SCAN

water bills point to illegal use

of borewells, multiple connections

Ritam.Halder@timesgroup.com Cantonment Board, A speciali-
iy v | MAKING THE MOST s sl incion e
New : Organised coloni- stitute of Financial Policy and
es inthgeity arenow under the OF FREE WATER ool Planning or CAG may be direc-
scanner of National Green Tri- upbyNGT |  ted to examine the costs invol-
bunal for low water consump- Location and % of people who availed of vedandrevennegeneratedas it
tionas many dwelling units ha- 20KL rebate e di isleadingto mindless pollution
vereported “nil” bills. This has of the environment and deple-
raised the suspicion of large- Yamuna Vihar tionof groundwater.”
scaleunauthorised useof bore- Burari However, DJB vicechair-
wells. An interim report sub- GTB Enclave man Dinesh Mohaniya said the
mitted by the Yamuna monito- figure of 50-60% water bills be-
ring committee to NGT also Nangloi ing “nil” in upscale areas seems
talks about the possibility of highly exaggerated. “Prima fa.
Delhi Jal Board havingsanctio- b e cie, the data seems very suspi.
ned more than one connection Sultanpuri cious. This scheme is not for
toahousehold. Preet Vihar = highend colonies and people
“There are two types of or- ) - thereare using water much abo-
ganised colonies — those whe- Ashok Vihar vethe 20kl limit. The main bene-
rehousesare builton individu- Subhash Nagar ficiaries of the scheme are peo-
al plots (Lajpat Nagar, Greater L pleinlower income groups. Peo-
Kailash, all colonies on Vikas Greater Kailash _ ple may be blending DJB water
MarglikePreetVlhar)andgm ‘ 4 with borewell supply; but 50-60%
up housing colonies like the ter conservation or there are people, like multiple connec-  consumers cannot be just using
ones in Dwarka, Rohini, etc. other reasons. 3 tions within the same premises, groundwater;,” he added.
About 50% of houses built on In 2015, holdingevery Delhi  to avail of free water cannot be Talking about the “polluters
individual plots and 50-60% in resident responsible for pollu- ruled out,” the report said, pays principle” and “nil
group housing colonies have ting the Yamuna, NGT had or- The supplementary report charge” argument by the com-
been paying nil bills for water dered each household to PayRs  to the interim report, which mittee, Mohaniya said that zero
and no fees for sewage collee- 100-500 monthly as environ- was submitted in July; stated: charge on sewage is not impac-
tionand treatment despite cau- ment compensation. However, “A strong direction isneeded to ting the pollution in Yamuna.
singpollution daily, This works notasinglepennyhasbeencol- be given to make everyone pay "Howisﬂ'xisimpacﬁngﬂ'letmat-
against the polluter pays prin-  lected by the authorities asyet.  aflatratefor sewage collection ment of sewage? The sewage is
ciple,” thepanel’sreport states, “The number of household and treatment, even if they are being treated. Should cooking
The report added that the water meters has increased by using less than 20kl water: Tho- gas subsidy also be stopped?” he
percentage of organised colo- 40% from 17 lakh to 23.7 lakh in se using more than 20kl are in asked, adding that policy ma-
nies consuming less than 20 ki- four years after the launch of any case paying for sewage tre- king and implementation sho-
lolitre water is very high. It is thezoklﬁ?ewaterpo]jcybynel- atment. DJB charges Rs 11.93 uIdbelefttotheexecutiveandju-
not clear whether the increase  hi government. The possibility  per kilolitre for the sewage it  diciary shouldn’t get into peo-
innumbersispurelyduetowa- of different ploys being used by treatson behalf of NDMC and ple-oriented schemes,
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SOUTH ASIA FLOODS: 25MN AFFECTED &
UN says torrential monsoon rains in India, Bangladesh Myanmar and Nepal > e
have put millions of lives at risk |4l smunna |

600 DEATHS
Monsoon-related

w incidents
at least 600 deaths in India,
Binuhdesh. Nepa_lan_dwanm
25MN AFFECTED
At least 25mn people affected in
these four countries ... -
-5MN DISPLACED
More fhan S propia dispiocd.
S5MN KIDS AT RISK
UNICEF says of the 12mn affected in
India, Nepal and Bangladesh,
AL IO s 7]
MAJOR FEARS - Seer
Affected kids are vulnerable to 4.3 million children at isk |
malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea 2,000 schools damaged in Assam 40,000 displaced
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PUSHPA GIRIMAJI

It’s truly tragic that the Delhi
‘highcourthad tointerveneand
]remind the Delhi government’s
‘Public Works Department
‘about one of its fundamental
‘duties — of preventing water-
logging during monsoon and
lensuring the safety of pedestri-
.ansas well as motorists.
Expressing concernover the
trafficsnarlsas well as the haz-
\ards posed by flooding of roads
‘and pavements, resulting in
pedestrians falling into open
drains and manholes, the high
court urged the government to
think out of the box and take
immediate measures toensure
that rains did not pose any prob-
lem orrisk to the citizens.
Ironically, during the last
monsoon too, the Delhi high
court had taken suomotunotice
of news reports of rain water
inundating roads and pave-
ments and reminded the civie
authorities of the consequences
of itsinaction —traffic conges-

to take action.

tionleading toloss of man hours
, burning of additional fuel by
idling vehicles causing
increased air pollution, spread
of water borne and vector-borne
diseases. But obviously, the
court’s directions did not have
the desired effect because again
this year, citizens arefacing the
same problem that they doyear
after year and the high court is
again forced to take up the issue.
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= Waterlogging remains a concern year after year, but authorities fail
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Of course, it is not just in
Delhi that the civic authorities
remain impervious to the prob-
lem of water inundation —one
can see that in every major city,
year after year. And the toll
from people falling into open
manholes and drains continue
unabated, soalso electrocutions
caused by snapped power lines.

Last month, evenasthe mon-
soon setin, twochildren—Tus-

Plan required to tackle monsoon problems
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har Jha (11) and Rushab
Tiwari(10), out toenjoy therain
in Mumbai, died when they
touched a staircase that had got
charged due to a bunch of elec-
tric wires passing by it. Falling
trees have also resulted in the
shapping of power lines and
both Nagesh Nirange (46) and
Solanki (22) died (at different
places) in Thane district last
month from such monsoon-re-
lated accidents. Snapped power
cables were responsible for
deathsin Delhi too. Saleem Saifi
(29) died on a flooded street in
Fatehpuri Beri this week when
an overhead wire fell on him
while he was riding a motor-
bike. Hoshiar Singh(54) , a pas-
serby, also died in an effort to
save him.

Seems like thereisnoend to
the monsoon woes, thankstothe
callous negligence of civic
authorities. In Cuttack last
month, a combination of rain
and absence of street lighting
resulted in five-year-old Diby-
anshu Behera falling into an
open manhole and receiving
critical injuries while walking
home with his mother.

In Goregaon's Ambedkar
Nagarin Mumbai, a three-year-
old child fell into an uncovered

ooooog

manhole.

One can quote any number of
such instances from different
citiestohighlight the incompe-
tence of the civic authorities.
Surely, itis not such a difficult
jobtoensure that the rain water
flows smoothly into the storm
water drains without flooding
the roads, all open manholes,
ditches and cuts are properly
covered, electricity lines are
secured and trees that are weak
arereplaced before the onset of
monsoon? -

The problem lies in the
absence of accountability; and
in the lack of transparency in
the working of civic authorities.
Today, in this digital age, it
should become mandatory for
every state government/local
body todraw upaplan ofaction
before the monsoon, set a time
frame for completion and name
allthose responsible for execu-
tion of the work. There should
be an appraisal of this work by
independent experts as well as
citizens and should form the
basis for promotion, demotion
and dismissal of those put in
charge of the work.

Without such measures, one
cannot enjoy the monsoon with-
out the accompanying risks.



News item/letter/article/editorial published on 28“0209111 the following newspaper

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Times of India (New Delhi)
Indian Express

The Hindu (New Delhi)

Pioneer Delhi

Rashtriya Sahara

-0

Tribune

D?[TDDD

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

The striking tales the rain tells

The universal truths and some age-old lessons of water management

C.N. PILLAI #H-23

ain, or the lack of it, is
very much on our
inds today. Though

about 70% of the surface of
the earth is covered with wa-
ter in the form of oceans, life
on the land depends on pre-
cipitation as rain and snow.

The occurrence of precipi-
tation is subject to the vagar-
ies of nature, leading to un-
expected droughts and
floods. Man, over the ages,
has adopted various strate-
gies to propitiate nature and
the gods to ensure adequate
rainfall. The ancients were
aware of the importance of
trees and mountains in en-
suring rainfall and conserv-
ing water. | recount two sto-
ries from Indian mythology
to illustrate the point.

Bhagavatha Puranam con-
tains chapters on Govardhan
' puja practised in Gokulam
during Krishna’s childhood.

This was an agrarian com-
munity whose livelihood was
farming and cattle-rearing,
and timely rain was impor-
tant. Every year, they would
conduct a puja or yagam to
propitiate Lord Indra who
was believed to be the one
who controlled rain.

Once when Krishna was
about seven years old, prep-
arations were afoot for the
annual Indra puja. Krishna
questioned the elders of the
community on the puja.
When told about its purpose,
he could not accept it. He ar-
gued that rain was a natural
phenomenon and Indra, if at
all involved in it, could act
only according to the rules of
nature. Scanty rainfall, if it
happened, was the result of
our own acts of commission

and omission. (I am using
modern terminology here
for what 1 think Krishna
meant by ascribing it to kar-
ma.)

He further said they were
living in the foothills of the
Govardhan mountain and
the mountain and the trees
were responsible for bring-
ing forth rain. We neglect the
mountain and the trees at
our own risk and Indra had
no role to play in this.

So he suggested they per-
form a puja for the moun-
tain. An environmental acti-
vist today could not have
expressed it better. He was
so persuasive that the people
of Gokulam followed his ad-
vice. The subsequent events
are well-known. Krishna’s
suggestion should be inter-
preted as a call to protect
and conserve nature.

Bhagiratha’s task -

Let me now go fast backward
to another era and another
scenario. King Bhagiratha
ruled his country in the
foothills of the Himalayas. He
was a troubled person. The
souls of his forefathers were
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ILLUSTRATION: SATWIK GADE

doomed to perdition without
salvation due to their own
karma. Rituals had to be per-
formed with holy waters
from heaven to put their
souls to rest.

Bhagiratha was deter-
mined to cajole Ganga Devi
herself from the heavens to
come down to earth, and to
this end, he performed rigo-
rous tapasya. His arduous ef-

C

The ancients were
aware of the
importance of trees
and mountains in
ensuring rainfall

forts finally bore fruit and
Ganga Devi agreed to come
down to the earth.

But the fall of the waters
would result in a deluge and
the entire earth could be
washed away unless means
were in place to contain the
floods. Lord Siva agreed to
receive and hold the waters
when they descend, in his
tresses. Here Siva symboli-
cally stands for the Hima-
layan mountains and his
tresses for the trees, vegeta-
tion, hills, valleys and lakes.

Dainik Jagran
Jansatta

E 2E S BT

Ganga Devi did descend in
the form of heavy rains or :
cloudbursts and the waters :
were contained by the :
mountain.

But even that did not solve :
the king’s problem. Water in -
the mountain is not water in
the plains where the ancient
ashes were waiting to be
quenched, and that location
was far away. Poor Bhagi-
ratha went back to his tapa-
sya and persuaded Siva to re-
lease the waters in measured
quantities via rivulets and fi-
nally into the mighty Ganga,
which flowed down the
plains till it reached the
grounds where the rituals
were performed. ’

The purpose of reciting
this well-known story is only
to emphasise the impor-
tance of mountains and trees
to regulate floods and in wa-
ter management, to use a
modern term. Disturbing the :
ecosystem of the catchment :
areas, be they the hills or the '
plains, can have disastrous
consequences all around the
region. The devastating flood
that inundated Uttarakhand :
and the neighbouring Hima- :
layan States in 2013 was attri- :
buted to the wanton destruc- :
tion of the mountains in °
various ways by people for
short-term gains.

In the present-day con- :
text, experts in this field are
aware of these matters. |
While a spate of quick-fix
measures are being underta-
ken, it is good to remember
that such measures can only
be of limited use, and long-
term measures should be im-
plemented on an ongoing
basis.

narayanapillai@hotmail.com
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AP, waits in hope as Almatti brims

Irrigation engineers hope for a calibrated release to avoid a flood downstream

G. VENKATARAMANA RAQ “‘ﬁ
VIJAYAWADA

With the monsoon finally
turning active, particularly

rayanapur reservoir, which
is immediately downstream
Almatti, is also nearly full.
While its full capacity is

on the west coast, the reser- 37.64 tmcft, there is already

voirs on the Krishna, which 30.69 tmcft water in it.

have been empty for a while, ‘

are slowly getting filled. Dismal scenario in A.P.
Almatti, the first sizeable However, the water position

reservoir on the Krishna, lo- in the two reservoirs on the

cated in north Karnataka’s Krishna downstream in And-

Vijaypur district, has almost hra Pradesh continues to be

reached full capacity of
129.72 tmc ft, according to

Almatti, the first sizeable reservoir on the Krishna, has almost

dismal.
While 184.56 tmcft is Te-

the Irrigation Department quired to fill the Srisailam re-
data. reached full capacity of 129.72 tmc ft. =riLe pHOTO servoir, another 185.42 tmcft
Inflows into the reservoir is needed to fill Nagarjunasa-
steadily increased from ties are likely to release wa-  be forced to release a huge gar.
17,000 cusecs on July 3 to a  ter given the healthy storage amount of water down- While the capacity of all
peak of 1.14 lakh cusecs on  situation. stream, leading to a spate, the reservoirs in the State is
July 14. Thereafter, the in- Currently, there is a flood . the engineers warn. 982.35 tmcft, there is only
flow fell to 7,662 cusecs on  cushion of just 6 tmcft in the During the corresponding  208.35 tmcft water (21.21%)
July 24 only to rise again to  dam with water level at125.5 period the previous year, in them as on date. There
22,593 cusecs on Saturday. tme ft. If there is a sudden there was only 114.56 tmcft  was 365.96 tmcft (37.25%) in
According to State irriga- = flood from the upper reach-  water. the reservoirs on the corres-
tion engineers, dam authori-  es, the dam authorities will The relatively smaller Na- * ponding date last year.
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Pleain NGT seeks to make
water wastage a crime

ﬁf

Ghaziabad: National Green
Tribunal has ordered the
Union Jal Shakti ministry
and Delhi Jal Board to fur-
nish an action-taken report
onwater misuse and wastage
after admitting a plea by Ra-
jendra Tyagi, a BJP council-
lor from Ghaziabad, seeking
directions to make wasting
water a punishable offence.

Tyagisaid he felt the need
to move NGT because the
aspect of household water
wastage was still not getting
the attention it needed even
though Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi himself had cal-
led foranationaleffort to con-
serve water and turn itintoa
mission like Swachh Bharat.

“Even with nationwide
focus on water conservation,
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Deccan Herald

The Economic Times
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Dainik Bhaskar

AbhijayJha@timesgroup.com the issue of wastage or misu-

se of water in households
across country has been par-
tially, if not completely, mis-
sed,” Tyagi said. “We have in
our petition given a summa-
ry of sorts on water wastage
by using data from govern-
ment agencies and depart-
ments, and from authentic
sources. It gives a sense of

GREEN STEP

how grave the problem is.”
Tyagi's petition has listed
some common habits that le-
ad to water wastage and has
cited figures. “In using the
flush, 15 to 16 litres of potable
water is wasted. Leavingatap
running accounts to water
wastageat therateof 5litresa
minute. Onanaverage,asing-
le household wastes 20-60 lit-
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resof waterindish washing,”
Tyagi said. “There have to
be some checks and balances
or a mechanism to make peo-
ple accountable when there
is such criminal waste of wa-
ter. So, we have sought from
NGT that under the Environ-
ment (Protection) Act, 1986
water wastage be made a pu-
nishable offence,” he added.
Drawing a contrast with
the availability of potable
water in the country, Tyagi
quoted figures from his peti-
tion to say around 16 crore pe-
ople did not have access to
fresh, drinking water and al-
most 60 crore people are fa-
cing extreme water stress.
The green tribunal has
given the Jal Shakti ministry
and DJB a month to file their
reports and scheduled the
next hearing on August 23.

0
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13 dead in Rajastlia}i as
heavy rain lashes state

tricts where the deaths took
place are Jaipur, Sikar and
Jhunjhunu.

“Six people have died in Sikar,
fourmjajpur while three people
have died in Jhunjhunu. The
deaths happened due to
weather-related mishaps such
asflood-like situation or walls of
houses collapsing.,” Ashutosh AT
Pednekar, secretary to govern-
ment, disaster management, re-
lief and civil defence depart-
ment, told The Sunday Express.

He said state disaster re-
sponse forces have been pre-de-
ployed in districts where there
could be potential damage be-
cause of the rains.

“We have also kept the NDRF

e TP‘
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE Weather department
THIRTEEN PEOPLE have diedin KOta, Tonk, Bhilwara
Rajasthan due to weather-re-  and Ajmer have seen
lated mishaps in the last two . . .
days as rains lashed several parts the highest rainfall in
of the state, officials said on thelast two days
Saturday.

According to officials, the dis-

in Ajmer and SDRF in Jaipur on
standby. We have adequate
forces and have made arrange-
ments to deal with the situation.
Advisories have been issued to
district collectors and flood-
Pprone areas in each district have
been identified,” said Pednekar.

According to officials from
the weather department, Jaipur,
Kota, Tonk, Bhilwara and Ajmer
have seen the highest rainfall in
the last two days.

The officials said that be-
tween Friday and Saturday
morning, Vanasthali in Tonk dis-
trict received the highest rainfall
in the state with 99.8 mm fol-
lowed by Jaipur (84mm) and
Ajmer (64.2mm).
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" India seeks satellite data from
US, China to combat floods

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 26 'T' ‘)’1’

India has activated a less-
used mechanism of seeking
international assistance for
information about its severe-
ly flood-affected regions.
India has so far received
satellite data on the flood-
affected North-East region
and Bihar from eight coun-
tries, including the US,
France, China and Russia,
the External Affairs Ministry
said here today.

“Under the charter, so far
data has been received from
eight countries, including
USGS (United States Geolog-
ical Survey), CNES (Centre
National d'Etudes Spatiales),
ESA  (European Space
Agency), Roscosmos (Russ-
ian space agency), CNSA
(Chinese National Space
Agency) and three others,”
said Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar.

The MEA’s disclosure
about the charter having

DED: People look on at a bridge that was washed away
in floods at a village in Nalbari district of Assam on Friday. pni

33 NATIONS’ PLATFORM TO SHARE INFORMATION

B \EA spokesman Raveesh Kumar said whenever there is a
natural disaster, the National Remote Sensing Centre and
member space agencies of 32 other countries seek informa-
tion pertaining to the disaster-hit area available with all of them

® By combining earth observation assets from different space
agencies, the platform allows resources and expertise to be
coordinated for rapid response to disaster situations, he said

been activated by India nine
days ago was in response to a
query on sharing of satellite
data for flood relief efforts.

The MEA’s statement
appeared affer a social media
posting by the new Chinese
Ambassador Sun Weidong

that “following ISRO’s (Indi-
an Space Research Organisa-
tion) request for international
disaster relief support, China
has provided India with satel-
lite data on its flood-hit
regions to assist its flood
relief efforts.”

India had activated a multi-
lateral mechanism for shar-
ing space-based data for
countries affected by natural
or man-made disaster
Recognising that a single
operator or satellite cannot
meet the demands of disas-
ter management, “whenever
there is a natural disaster, the
National Remote Sensing
Centre (NRSC) and member
space agencies of 32 other
countries which are a part of
the International Charter
Space and Major Disasters
can activate the platform,”
explained Kumar.

The charter then seeks the
information pertaining to the
disaster-hit area available
with all 33-member space
agencies. “This is the stan-
dard practice,” he said.
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Where water is

turning into poison
arnataka has emerged among the top five states
I in the country with a high level of groundwater
i ontamination, raising concernsaboutthe safetyof
- humans and animals, besides over the food we consume,
Studies conducted by the Central Ground Water Board
and Ground Water Directorate indicate that concentra-
tion of harmful chemicals like nitrates, fluorides and ar-
senic is beyond permissible limits in 22 of the 30 districts
inthestate, including in Bengaluru Urban and Rural dis-
tricts. The continuous drought in North Karnataka and
the drinking water shortage in urban centres has led to
over-exploitationof groundwater. The failure to recharge
groundwater reserves over the years has led to such an
alarmingsituation thatinafew talukswhere the chemical
concentrationisabove the threshold, a complete ban has
beenimposed on drilling of borewells.
According to reports of the Karnataka Mines and Ge-
ology Department, considerable parts of the state have
- crossed the safe limit of groundwater extraction, Histor-
ical data indicates that groundwater levels are falling in
- allpartsofthe state exceptin some command areas. With

. also a serious health

thedecline in the availability of sur-
face water, the demand for domes-
tic and agricultural purposes will
only increase, leading to greater
pressure on ground aquifers. This .
will necessitate digging of deeper
borewells which, in turn, will lead
¢ toseepage of fluoride into ground
water in regions with crystalline
basementrocks. Over six lakh peo-
ple across 635 habitats, particular-
ly in Ballari, Chitradurga, Gago
and Tumakuru, alreadysuffer from
fluorosis. High concentration of
fluorosis in drinking water causes
dental problems, ultimately lead-
ingtosevere physical disability. The
groundwater to grow vegetables is
hazard. In Pavagada of Tumakuru
district, chemicals were found even in breast milk, due
to consumption of impure groundwater., This alsoraises
serious fears about the milk available in the market as

use of contaminated

¢ thesamecontmninatedwaterisconsumedbycattle’,too‘.

Indiscriminate drilling of borewells,uncheckedrelease
of industrial and other effluents into water sources and
a complete lack of focus on rainwater harvesting have
onlyaccentuated the problem. Revivinglakes, pondsand
tanksin urban and rural areasis also important as water
bodies are the oldest of the natural rainwater harvesting
structures that help in maintaining soil moisture and fa.
cilitatingrecharge of groundwater. Though this problem
hasbeenstaring usinthe face for manydecades, thegov-
ernmenthasfailed to evolve acomprehensive regulatory
mechanism toprotectandrecharge groundwater. Unless
alegal framework s putin place immediately, water will
soon turn to poison, endangering the lives of the people.
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¥5 trillion needed
for Har Ghar Jal,

Financial Express

B Dainik Jagran
O Jansatta

says ministry

Equal contribution of%1.8trillion may come from statesand

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI

-+ New Delhi, 26 July

The Ministry of Jal Shakti has sought
%3.6 trillion from the Centre and states to
provide Har Ghar Jal — piped water to all
households — by 2024, a senior government
official told Business Standard.

The cost of building infrastructure for
piped water supply over the next five years
has been estimated at 5 trillion,
which includes an equal contribution of ¥1.8
trillion each from states and the Centre. The
remaining amount to be used for “source
sustainability” is expected to come through
convergence of various government
schemes such as the Mahatma ;
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS). :

The ministry has presented a
detailed proposal for the Jal
Jeevan Mission to the expendi-
ture finance committee, headed
by expenditure secretary, last
week and the matter is likely to be taken up
by the Cabinet soon, the official said. The
ministry is expecting 1 trillion from MGN-
REGS alone over the next five years. Funds
are also expected to flow in through the 15th
Finance Commission for water conservation
and piped water connection.

The current estimate, however, largely
covers only the cost of infrastructure such as
pipes, construction of borewells, overhead
costs among others and not the expenditure
to be incurred on operation and
maintenance.

The Jal Jeevan Mission, announced first

by the ruling Bharatiya Janta Party in its

The ministry is
expecting
¥1 trillion from

MGNREGS alone
over the next
five years

- Centre; remaining through convergence of govt schemes

election manifesto earlier this year, will
be piloted by the drinking water and sanita-
tion department.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in
her Budget speech earlier this month, said
ensuring India’s water security and
providing access to safe and adequate drink-
ing water to all Indians is a priority of the
government.

She also said the scheme will “converge
with other Central and state government
schemes to achieve its objectives of
sustainable water supply management
across the country”.

The official said “states will have to make
provision in the Budget to provide drinking
water connections. Many are
already doing it”.

Bihar’s “Har Ghar Nal Ka Jal”
scheme — to provide drinking
water to 20 million households over
a five-year period for a basic user
fee — is one such initiative.

Telangana too started the
“Mission Bhagiratha” with an
expenditure of ¥42,000 crore in 2016. The
project aims to provide piped water to 23.2
million people — 2 million households in
urban and 6 million in rural areas of
the state.

The government has sought inputs from
all states to draw up a final action plan for its
ambitious scheme. Last month, the ministry
held a meeting with state ministers to dis-
cuss the execution of the Jal Shakti Mission.
The state contribution to the initiative could
differ depending upon the region.

“A lot of detailed planning has to go into
this. It will be difficult to start the work this

. year,” the senior official added.

CHE ER O
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Cleaning Yamuna: UP, Haryana,

DDA, DJB slammed for inaction

NGT-appointed monitoring committee pointed out ‘laxity” in recent report

STAFF REPORTER P\J\,‘X wan, to primarily implement
NEW DELHI the mwjudgln@t.
: A National Green Tribunal- Attacking the DJB, the re-
i appointed monitoring com- port said, “NGT had directed
: mittee on the issue of clean- setting up of 32 decentralised
i ing of Yamuna river, in a re- sewage treatment plants in its
cent report, has attacked the judgment dated 13.01.15.

UP and Haryana govern-

Even after four years not a

: ments, the Delhi Develop- single STP from this list of 32
:  ment Authority and the Delhi STPs has yet been set up.”
i Jal Board for their inaction. The monitoring commit-
= Experts say that the Yamu- tee also lashed at the DDA ov-
¢ nais one of the most polluted : er ten projects the latter is
:  riversin the country. Experts say that the Yamuna is one of the most pollutedrivers  working on aimed at restor-
Referring to a committee  in the COUNErY. =FiLE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA ing the Yamuna floodplai-
set up by the UP government n“Even in these project
for cleaning the Yamuna, the form and could contribute There are multiple drains  areas, there is ongoing litiga-
report stated, “The monitor- nothing at the meeting,” the ~ which flow from UP and Ha-  tion as well as large-scale en-
ing committee is of the view  report further said. ryana into Yamuna and pol- croachment and despite be-

that no useful purpose has

The green tribunal-ap-

lute the river.

ing under the DDA’s control

been served by setting up pointed body also attacked The NGT, ina judgment on  on paper, there is no worka-
such a committee [by UP go- the Haryana government in  January 13, 2015, on a case ble plan for retrieving the
vernment] as the engineers the report for their “laxity”. filed by Manoj Misra, formed land encroached upon,” the
seemed unaware of the se- “NGT may consider repri- the Maily Se Nirmal Yamuna report reads.
riousness of the severe pollu- manding the officers of the  Revitalization Plan, 2017, “From January 2019 till
tion-related stretches that Haryana Pollution Control with a deadline to clean the now there has been no activi-
emanate from specific drains Board for their inability to  river by March 31, 2017. ty on land abutting the DND
in UP” their statutory However, the deadline was  flyover which has been attri-
“When they attended the functions and lack of any reg-  not met and the green panel buted to non-availability of
last meeting called by thisthe  ulatory vigil or control over in July 2018 formed the mon-  police support linked to Re-
[NGT-appointed] committee 96 industrial pollution and itoring committee, headedby public Day arrangements fol-
on 04.04.19, they were com- - other activities like sand min- ~ former Delhi Chief Secretary lowed By the general elec-
pletely unaware of the tasks ing and building bunds on  Shailaja Chandra and retired tions,” the monitoring
they were required to per- the Yamuna,” it said. NGT expert member B.S. Saj- committee added.





