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New Delhi, Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,chaired
aConference of State Ministers on Jal Jeevan Mission in New Delhi today.
State Ministers in-charge of Drinking Water from
17 States; and Principal Sccretaries/Sceretarics
attended thcconference. The objective of the
Conference was to discuss the implementation of
the newly announced Jal Jeevan Mission,to
provide individual houschold water tap connection
to cveryrural houschold in the country by 2024.
The Jal Shakti Minister referred to the
announcement made by the Prime Minister during
his Independence Day speech on 15th August
2019, wherein he announced the Government’s
renewed efforts to provide water supply to every
household by 2024.He shared that the Mission
would fulfill the aspiration of the people in
extending services as it had with housing, toilets,
clectricity, cooking gas, financial inclusion, social
sccurity/ pension, health carc and roads cte. He
further highlighted that India has 16% of world
population, but only 4% of its fresh water
resources. Depleting ground water level, over
cxploitation and dcteriorating water quality,
climate change, etc. are major challengesto
provide potable drinking water. The Jal Jeevan
Mission is set to be based on various water

conservation efforts like point recharge, de-silting
of minor irrigation tanks, use of grey water for
agriculture and source sustainability. Citing
successful models from across the country, he
encouraged all states to plan for recharge and reuse
of grey water generated from houscholds for
agriculture and irrigation purpose.He emphasized
the need for convergence of various funds
available under MGNREGS, MPLAD, MLALAD,
Finance Commission Grants, ctc. to implement the
source sustainability measures. Ile appealed to all
states to generate maximum community
participation in the form of ‘jan andolan’ to
achieve the target of functional household tap
connection by 2024.

The Minister of State, Ministry of Jal Shakti,Shri
Rattan Lal Katariahighlighted that drinking water
is a basic requirement and water supply has been
placed at the center of the development agenda for
the Government. He requested all states to
empower the grassroots governance institutions to
take charge of the Mission activities in their
villages. Various State Ministers discussed State
specific issues and were assured of Central
Government assistance for smooth
implementation of the Mission.
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‘BBMBplayed mischiefto
cause ﬂoods inPunjab’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE § T

CHANDY GL\RT 26 i-\i}ﬁ%ﬁi‘z“f

- Punjab Ekta Party (PEP) pres-

ident and Member of Leg-

islative Assembly (MLA) from
' Bholath, Sukhpal Singh Khaira,

on Monday alleged the Bhakra
Beas Management Board

(BBMB) had played mischief

to cause floods in Punjab,

~ otherwise a rain deficient

state.
Khaira said that BBMB was

fullyresponsible for thehavoc
caused by floodsin Punjab. He-

said that BBMB had conspired
to divertwater from Beasriver

. toBhakraDam despite the fact
‘that Pong Dam had large

capacity to store rain water.
"Inthefirstpldce the BBMB
allowed water levelin Bhakra
Dam to swallowandreach the
peak level of 1680 feet. Sub-
sequently the water from
Dehar and Pandoh power
houseswas diverted to Bhakra
Dam through Beas- Satlujhnk
(BSL) toreleasein Satlu) River,"

- he added.

Khaira didn’t rule out a

" political conspiracy behind

‘unnatural flooding’ of Pun-

_jab and said that floods were
used a weapon to cripple the

people of Punjab economically
and incapacitate them from
raising voice for people of
Kashmir and uprising of Ravi-
dasiacommunity againstthe

“ center for demolishing their
historical templein Delhi. He

said it was matter of serious
concern that BBMB had
released 9000 cusecs water
from Beasriverto Saltlujriver
in two days on 17 and 18

August. Hesaid thatwater from -

Bhakra Dam was released
continuously from 17 to 21
August after diversion from
Beasriver.

The water level in Bhalqa
Dam on August 17 was at
highest 1680 feet, the level in
Pong Dam was 1363 on same
day, 27 feet below the danger

mark. Even on21 August, the

water level at Pong Dam was
1378 againstits capacity of 1390

> feet.

Khaira saJd thateven after
water was released into river
Satluj, the canals in Punjab were
running dry. The Bathinda
Branch and Sirhind Branch

of Bhakra Main Line were

running empty or atlow capac-
ity from 17 to 21 August. He
asked Amarinder to clarify
the matter why the overflow-
ingwater was notreleased into
canals to reduce the impact
of the flood water.

- Hesaid thatsenior officials
of Punjab Irrigation depart-

1

Manimahesh
Yatra in HP
suspended as -
rains wash away
bridge

Dmﬁmgmm 26 AUCUST|

5

The Manimahesh Yatra i
Himachal Pradesi's Ch:
ba district has been. sus-
pended due to washing
away ofabridge following -

 rains, a police official said
on Monday.

Abridge near Bharngal

Nala connecting Hudsa
to Bharmour has bee
washed away followin
rains. Thisis the only rout
to Manimahesh. Effort
are bemg ade to restor
the brid
yatrahas been suspended,
SP, Kangra, VimuktRanj
said. He advised pilgrimsnot
to proceed further towards
Chamba/Manimahesh,
clearance from authori-’
ties concerned.

- The Manimahesh Lake
issituated 26 km rom Bhar-
mour in Budhil valley,
importantpilgrimage spot
in Himachal Pradesh.

Thelakeis situated at
altitude of 13,000 feet. Every
year during August/Sep-

8
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- tember thousands of pil-

ment have raised accusing

grims flock thelaketot
a dip. * P

finger on decisions taken by

e. Till then th&i g

imes (Hindi)
{Hindi)
¢ rika (Hindi)

BBMB chairman DK Sharma. |

who hails from Hlmachal
Pradesh.

Hesaid that Gulabh Singh

Narwal, Member Irrigation

- BBMB, asreported in media,

has said that all decisions
were taken by the BBMB
chairman. Narwal has also said

that they (BBMB) were not

expecting heavyrainfall. Khaira
added that circumstantial evi-
dence hasraised doubtsabout
the intentionsof BBMB chair-
man.

MP: Narmada BachaoAndolan
founder Medha Patkar has
started an indefinite protest
over her demand for proper
rehabilitation of the flood-
affected people in Barwani dis-
trict and opening of gates of

Patkar on satyagraha in

the Sardar Sarovar Dam in

neighbouring Gujarat.
Earlier this month, the

dam's backwater level -

increased following heavy
rains, creating aflood-like sit-

' uationinsome parts of the dis-
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The unravelling of the
Western Ghats ecology

The nature-developmentequilibrium
is broken, leading to climate disastersyy w]

tleast 100 people have died in floods in three states in
peninsular India — Kerala, Karnataka, and Maha-
rashtra—in August due to monsoon floods. There are
several reasons, as reported in a series of articles in
Hindustan Times,for the havoc and deaths, such as changes in
land-use patterns, excessive quarrying and unscientific planta-
tions (Kerala), poor management of dams (Maharashtra), and
lack of eco-sensitivity on the part of these Western Ghat states.
These existingissues have been aggravated because of one com-
mon factor —excessive rainfall during a short period, a tell-tale
sign of climate change —leading to death and destruction.

The disaster in the Western Ghatsis areminder that the area
is very vulnerable, and rests on a delicate balance between
nature and development. For example, reports from Kerala have
said that excessive quarrying and wrongly constructed pits for
monocultures resulted inlandslides. In 2011, the Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel, also known the Madhav Gadgil Commit-
tee, asked for a ban on mining and quarryingin the eco-sensitive
zone. But the Gadgil report was criticised as biased against devel-
opmént, and the government constituted another committee,
which recommended a reduced zone of protection.

With climate change, state governments have to improve
their service delivery when it comes torescue and rehabilitation.
Kerala is a good role model to follow. Learning from the 2018
floods, the government, this year, has set up camps that are well
stocked with food, water, and medical facilities. For climate-sen-
sitive governance, states must invest in climate-resilient infra-
structure, build a cadre of skilled personnel at community levels,
and also push people how to live sustainably, and tackle climate-
related climate emergencies.
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7breaches
plugged near
Phillaur 4

PHILLAUR, AUGUST 26

Seven of the total 10 breaches
in dhussi bundh, near
Phillaur, were plugged with
the hard efforts of the civil and
police administration, besides
250 volunteers of Sant Kash-
mira Singh Charitable Trust,
200 Sant Dharmender Singh
of Dhesian Kahna village and
300 workers of MGNREGA.

This was disclosed by ADC
Jasbir Singh. He said langars
were organised by Baba Nir-
mal Singh to help the needy
and affected people. Jaland-
har DC Varinder Kumar Shar-
ma said the remaining three
breaches would be plugged by
Wednesday morning,

Water Resources Minister
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria
on Monday expressed satis-
faction at the swift pace of
work to repair the bundhs in
Phillaur subdivision.

The minister, who inspected
the work, said officials and
members of religious organi-
sations had worked tirelessly
for plugging the breaches.

Sarkaria said he had been
monitoring the work on day-

-to-day basis to ensure its

" public interest. Likewise, he
said there was no fund short-
age and financial powers of
officials ‘had been increased
to complete the work.

He said the Congress gov-
ernment was committed to
providing reliefto the affected
villages. MP Chaudhary San-
tokh Singh detailed the minis-
ter about the losses. — OC

timely completlon in larger‘ “toplug just four‘gaps sovfar
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Volunteers carry sandbags and stones to plug the breach at Janian Chahal vnlage in Jalandhar on Monday. PHOTO: SARABJIT SINGH

DEEPKAMAL KAuR

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JANIAN CHAHAL (JALANDHAR),
AUGUST 26

The Army, NDRE SDRE
administration, NGOs and
locals have taken up the Her-
culean task of jointly plugging
18 breaches for over a week

cubic feet of baulders, 27
tonnes of wire to make cages
and 20 lakh sacks of sand and
earth and several crores of
rupees. Of 18 breaches in the
district, 10 are in dhussi bundh
at Phillaur and 8 at Lohian.
During a visit to Raiwal
Dona village near Lohian,
1,200 MGNREGA workers

STILL A LONG WAY TO GO

B Of total 18 breaches in Jalandhar district alone, 10
are in dhussi bundh at Phillaur and 8 at Lohian

B Of the total 500-ft-wide breach at Janian Chahal vil-
lage, only 201 feet has been plugged so far

from 40 villages of two blocks

c%rmmg the ﬂoods in

‘Jalandhar as a catastrophe,
the district administration
on Monday took the media
on a tour around the Lohian
belt and shared the activi-
ties being carried out to
plug the breaches and pro-
vide relief to the people.
Only 120 ft of the total 500-ft-
wide breach at Janian Chahal
village has been plugged so

far “Other breaches in Lohlan

lines have been cut further”
said DC Varinder K Sharma.
“On the CM’s orders, the
supply of boulders outside
Punjab was cut off for two
days. All trucks were roped in
to bring stones from
Pathankot to Kamaalpur vil-
lage in Lohian. Each stone
weighing 40 to 80 kg is being

manually unloaded and then

| Week on, just 4 gaps filled in Jalandhar dist

reloaded in tractor-trailers. At
the site, each stone is again
unloaded and taken by volun-
teers to the breach point.”
Meanwhile, the DC shared
the pictures. of SDMs
Paramvir Singh and Charu-
mita Shekhar trying to pull
out the dead cattle by tying

1s completed as the supply

far 55 head of cattle have been
found dead,” officials said.
Meanwhile, people in most
villages, including Mehra-
jwala and Gatti Peer Baksh,
have started cleaning their
houses as the water level
receded there. But villages,
including Nal and Mundi

‘ Chohlian, still have 6-ft-

deep water and the area is

accessible only by boats.
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‘ PROJECT ‘OMG’

* NASA scientists study melting ocean ice

Agence France-Presse

= letters@hindustantimes.com

GREENLAND: Skimming low
over the gleaming white gla-
ciers on Greenland’s coastin
amodified 1940s plane, three
NASA scientists,led by an
Elvis-impersonating ocean-
ographer, waited todropa
probe into the water beneath
them.

They are part of Oceans
Melting Greenland - or OMG -

e

amission that hasflown
around the vast island for
four summers, dropping
probesto collect dataon how
oceans contribute tothe
rapid melting of Greenland’s
ice and snow.

Dressed in a blue jumpsuit
and with thick sideburns that
givea hint of his oecasional
pastime impersonating Elvis,
Joshua Willis, 44, is the
oceanographer from NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory

behind the project -and,

water, Willis and the crew

along with his wife,itsname.  took turns dropping the
“We'relookingatprobably  1.5-metrecylindrical probes
metresofsealevelrisein the and watchingasthe data
nexthundred years and camein showing the ocean’s
that’sahugethreatto hun- temperature and salinity.
dreds of millions of people OMG surveys Greenlandic
around the world, soabit of glaciersin the winter, com-
alarm and OMG is probably paring it with the data they
~warranted,” he said. collect about the oceans in
Passingover rocky fjords, the summer over afive-year
dazzlingglaciersandice- " period, which Willis hopes
bergs, some dozensof metres  willallowresearchers tobet-
highloomingoutofthe ter predict sea-levelrise.
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