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damage crops across 3 states

RiteshMishra Y 9]
» Ritesh Mishra@hindustanfimes com "

RAIPUR/PATNA/BHOPAL: Unseasonal
rains with hailstorm over the
past two days have caused mas-
sive damage to crops at several
placesin Bihar, Chhattisgarhand
Madhya Pradesh, officials said.

According to Bihar govern- -

mentofficials, rain and hailstorm
inparts of southandnorth Bihar
adjacent to Uttar Pradesh on

Tuesday damaged floweringand

fruiting oilseed, pulses, vegeta-
bles, tobacco crop, and blossom-
ingmangoorchards.
Insomepartsof Kaimur, Roh-
tasand Aurangabad, hailof upto
20mm wasrecorded withinafew
hours on Monday and Tuesday,
officials said. Strong winds with
speeds of up to 40 km per hour
resulted in damage to mango

jrecsinsprerziarens o 1

“We are finished,” said Amit
Singh, afarmer of Badhaunavil-
lage in Vaishali district. “The
Rabi crop was our last hope for
survival. Heavy rain in Novem-

- ber, December and January

destroyed our paddy crops.”
Umesh Kumar Mandal, joint
director (agriculture), said rain
and hailstorm mayhave harmed
the flowering pulses and oilseed
crops and the fruiting crops to
some extent. “The government
wouldsurely providecompensa-
tiontothefarmers,” hesaid.
InMadhyaPradesh, haildam-
agedcropsinatleast10districts,
including Mandla, Dindori,
Katni, Satna, agriculturedepart-
ment officials said. Agriculture
minister, Sachin.Yadav, said a
survey of the damaged crops is
goingon. “Itisonly afterthe sur-
vey that the extent of thedamage
can be ascertained. The govern-

mentstandsbythefarmersand it

will extend assistance to them '

based on the survey report.”
InChhattisgarh, the state gov-
ernment instructed district col-
lectors on Wednesday tofind the
estimate of the crop loss. Heavy
rainand hailstorm haveaffected
cropsin Surguja, Bilaspur, Durg
andRaipur region, officials said.
Indresh Pandey,afarmer, said
allfarmersofRaipur are badly hit
as crops of chickpeas (gram/
chana), wheat, and tomato had
been damaged. “I have grown
wheat, tomato, and chickpeason
my 10 acres of land in Sejbahar
village, which is of no use now,”
said Pandey. Agriculture minis-

ter, Ravindra Choubey, said chief

minister Bhupesh Baghel has
instructedall collectorstoassess
the damage and compensation
will be paid to all thefarmers.

(With inputs from Bihar, MP Bureauis)
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Debating water quality

The competitive politics of the Delhi election has brought
the issue of drinking watér to centre stage

W ‘1‘1

. NIKHILESH JHA

A significant outcome of the controversy sur-
rounding the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) report of November 2019 on drinking
water status is that the issue of water quality
has got politically prioritised. The fact that
water should be treated as an urgent con-
cern for public health and the ecosystem of
the country cannot be denied. The threats to
human health due to poor water quality, ex-
cept when they appear as an epidemic, are
largely imperceptible. This generally sub-
jects the population to subtle health pro-
blems without its knowledge or consent.

The controversy started with the release
of the BIS report for 21 major Indian cities, in
keeping with the objecttves of the ‘Jal Jeevan
Mission’, which aims to provide safe piped
water to all households by 2024. The study is
scheduled to cover all districts in the country
within a year. Supply of potable water ob-
viously requires first compilation of informa-
tion on the existing status. The fact that
drinking water in Delhi was ranked the most
unsafe, as the samples failed in 19 out of 28
parameters, was challenged by the Govern-
ment of Delhi and the Delhi Jal Board (DJB).

India is on the throes of a severe water cri-
sis, not only because of a gradual reduction
in per capita availability of water due to a ris-
ing population, but also because of rising
and unchecked pollution in the country’s
rivers and water bodies, a fact which is most-
ly overlooked in the deliberations on water
resources management.

As per published estimates of the Central
Pollution Control Board, the country has a
treatment capacity of only about 30% of sew-
age generated in the major cities, not to talk
of other urban and rural areas where the
sewage finds its way to local water bodies or
rivers without treatment.

Impending water stress
A 2018 Report of the NITI Aayog has ob-
served that currently 600 million Indians
face high to extreme water stress and about
two lakh people die every year due to in-
adequate access to safe water. The crisis is
only going to get worse. By 2030, the coun-
try’s water demand is projected to be twice
the available supply, implying severe water
scarcity for hundreds of millions of people.
‘In Delhi, according to the Census 2011 da-
ta, there are about 33.41 lakh households of
which 27.16 lakh households, i.e, 81.30%, are
prov1ded water through a plped supply sys-

tem. However, only 75.20% of the house-
holds are supplied treated water. The treat-
ment method is conventional — involving
sedimentation, filtration and disinfection
through chlorine and chloramine — whose

effect is contingent upon the overall quality

of water. For the water coming from the Ya-

muna released from Haryana, the DJB has to
often stop the supply for a few days if the
concentration of methane goes up beyond a
certain level. This is because the tri-chloro-
methane that may be produced during the
disinfection process is highly carcinogenic.
The effect may surface on human health not
immediately, but over a period of time.

The capital’s high pollutant load

Moreover, Delhi, which constitutes less than
1% of the total catchment of the Yamuna,
contributes more than 50% of total pollutant
load in the river, discharged over the 22 km-
stretch between the Wazirabad and Okhla
barrages. Delhi has 7,000 km of sewer line as
on date, against a requirement of 24,000
km. The 17 sewage treatment plants being

operated by the DJB are able to take care of

not more than 30% of sewage treatment.
There is no sewerage system at all for over
45% of the population in unauthorised and
even regularised colonies and rural areas. As
of now, there are 18 major drains carrying
sewage, garbage and industrial effluents into
the Yamuna.

It is not only the untreated sewage water
and industrial effluents, but also the solid
wastes and construction material discharged
by individuals, companies and municipal bo-
dies that have caused the suffocation of the
Yamuna. Also, floodplains have been en-
croached upon by settlements. Hence, en-
suring supply of quality drinking water is not
only expensive, it also needs improvement
in governance. It needs technical knowledge
on measurement and regulation of water
quality. It is not the fault of the DJB or the
Delhi government alone that they have not
been able to ensure 100% supply of quality
water to the citizens of Delhi, considering
the constraints they face, especially those
concerning the water resources manage-
ment and laws in the country.

We must appreciate that the Jal Jeevan
Mission, even if it has not been so far struc-
tured, conceptualised and funded adequate-
ly, has begun the important work of gather-
ing information on the scale and scope of the
problem and making it available in an open
and transparent manner. The best outcome
is that the competitive politics of the Delhi
election has ensured a political debate on
water quality.

Nikhilesh Jha is a former Mission Director, National
Water Mission. Views are personal
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~ ‘Punjab will not share river water

if we have to sacrifice our lives’

~even

CHANDIGARH: In an
apparent reference to the Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
dispute with Haryana, Pun-
jab Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh on Wednesday said his
state will not share river water,
"even if we have to sacrifice our
lives".

Winding up the d:scussion
on the governor’s address in the
ongoing budget session here,
he said the state does 1ot have
surplus water and, in lirie with
internationally accepted ripar-
ian principles, will not allow
transfer of water from the basin
to non-basin areas.

"We have said that we do
not have water,” Singh said in
the House.

He said those who want
water from Punjab are not
ready to share the water avail-

able with them.

Expressing concern over
the depleting groundwater
table, the chief minister pointed
out that the level of rivers in
the state had reduced from 17
million acre feet (MAF) to less
than 13 MAE

“Even if we have to sacrifice
our lives, we will not give water
to other states,” Singh asserted.

He said his government has

made every possible effort to
achieve this and shall continue
to work for protecting the water
rights of Punjab to ensure the
livelihood of Punjab farmers
and landless farm labourers.

Punjab has been demand-
ing reassessment of the water
volume of the Ravi-Beas river,
while Haryana seeking comple-
tion of the SYL canal to get its
share of the river water.

The Supreme Court in Sep-
tember last year had given four
months to the Centre, Punjab
and Haryana to find an ami-
cable solution to the SYL canal
issue.

Referring to the various
measures taken by his govern-
ment for saving precious water
resources, the chief minister
said apart from enactment of
the Punjab Water Resources

(Management and Regulation)
Act 2020, the government had
also piloted a unique proj-
ect called Pani Bachao, Paisa
Kamao', aimed at incentivising
farmers to save water and earn
money by consuming lesser
ground water.

Underlining his  gov-
ernment's commitment to
transparency in governance
and accountability in pub-
lic services, the chief minis-
ter informed the House that
his government had decided
to enact a new Lokpal legisla-
tion, likely to be tabled in the
House soon. Coming down
heavily on the opposition for
"spreading lies”, Singh said free
electricity would not be with-
drawn from the farmers at any
cost till his government was in
power. MPOST
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Goa CM rejects demand for
White Paper on Mahadayi

Oppn accuses BJP-led Union
govt of favouring Karnataka

PARA T, DHNS

e Uhiel  Minister
Pramod Sawant on
Waednesday ;g:jwsm:! 4

domand made by the Oppe
shom for presenting . White
Paper on the steps m!«‘m by
thie BlP-led conlition govern-
ment i Gea, m seelire the
stabesiiterestsin the ongosing
imter-siate dispute with Kar-
nataka overthe warers ol the
Mahadaviviver,

Sawant alsosaid, thatthere
was na quesnon of the Union
gevermment favonring Karng:
taka - o polideal heavyweight
comnpeed to Gowwhich sends
28 MPs 1o the Lok Sabha o

guainst bwo MPs fromGoa-in
thie inter-state water dispute,
which has been dragging for
marethan pendecades,

“There 15 oo need o a
White Paper.. The Opposinen
s responsible Gor the Maha-
davi conundromi” Sawant
told reporterson Wednesday,
acepsing semor Congress
leaders of mishandling the
msueranivon,

When aslied 40 respord
avcusations mnde by the Op
pusivion that the BiPded No-
tional Democratic Allianee
sovermment wis Dvouring
Karpataka in the dispuie,
Bawai wﬁ “That is their
optsion”

O Monday, Leader of Op
pusition Digambar Kaniab
as wedl as other opposition
MiAs haddemandeda Whire
Paper on the steps the Goa

povernment has taken wosg

eunre the intevests of the state
inthe angoirgdispure,

Polineal heat Hnked 1o the
Mahadiy ssued has siepped
p onee g alter the Su-
Conrtlustweek allowed
netfication of the Mahaday
Water Dispute Tribunal's
award Tollowing » Karnata-
ka's plea. The Opposition
ehatmed, Goa's counsel “idid
nat even appose” in the Su-
preme Lourt

Goa and Karpatka are
batthing outa twadocade-long
dispute, over the sharing of
rhe Matadayt river s the Su
preme Court. after both pas-
s expressed reservations
ahobtthe pward byihe Maha-
byt Water Dispute Tribunal
2048,

K’taka presses for early
notification of award

Karpataka on Wednesday
reguested the Centre

to ottty the Mahadayi
Warer Dispute Tribunal’s
awardat the earlicst,
reports DEHNS from New
Delhi,

Adeteguiion from
Karnataks, comprising
Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi, Karnaaka
sinisters Basavara
Bommai bagadish
Shetar, Ramesh
Jarkiboli, met Jal Shakti
Minister Gajondra Shigh
Shekhawat hereand
reqguested him for early
notification. Haveri MP
Shpalamar Udasi wers

also present.

“We have requested the
{Union Minister for early
nptification of the fingl
award, Since the
Supreme Courtalso asked
the Jal Shakehi Ministry
tonotifyit, thereds
nolegal hurdle inthe
process,” Bommat teld
reporters.

The delegation also
vesuesied the Upion
Minister to grant
pevmission to Karnataka
w build balancing
reservolr across
Cavvery river near
Mekedan o provide
drinking water tonearby
villnges, hesaud.
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Business Line, Delhi /

Netherlands keen to collaborate with
TN in agriculture, water management

OUR BUREAU
Chennai, February 26
The Netherlands is keen to
strengthen ties with Tamil
Nadu in sectors such as agricul-
ture, water management,
health care, education, waste
management and start-ups,
said Marten van den Berg, Am-
bassador of the Netherlands.
Berg met newspersons in
Chennai to introduce Gopal
Srinivasan, Chairman and Man-
aging Director of TVS Capital
Funds, as Honorary Consul of
Netherlands for Tamil Nadu.
“We are delighted to have
Srinivasan on board to enhance

our long cherished 400 years of

relations between Tamil Nadu
and Netherlands,” Berg said.
Nearly 15 companies, includ-
ing Stahl India, Randstad, Shell
Business Services and Hunter
Douglas, have set up their oper-
ations in Tamil Nadu Similarly,

nearly 20 companies, including
Zoho and Thirumalai Chemic-
als based in Tamil Nadu, have
set up their operations in the
Netherlands.

“We need to further enhance
this relationship between the
State and Netherlands,” Berg
said.

Water, waste management
Berg said that on Thursday he
would meet Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Edapaddi K Palan-
iswami to discuss on areas
where Dutch companies can
provide their domain expertise.
He had already discussed vari-
ous issues and met senior offi-
cials, including Tamil Nadu
Chief Secretary KShanmugam.
Earlier in the day, Berg metin-
dustry leaders and personalit-
ies from other fields. With ex-
pertise in water and waste
managemem the Netheﬂands

Marten van den Berg, Ambassador of the Netherlands, and Gopal
Srinivasan, CMD, TVS Capital Funds, the newly appointed Honorary
Consul of Netherlands for Tamil Nadu, at a press conference in
Chennai on Wednesday sljoy GHOSH

can help clean up the polluted
rivers in Chennai like the
Cooum, the Adyarand the Buck-
ingham Canal and assist in
makm gthem navzgabl

The Netherlands can also
provide its expertise in water
and flood management to pre-
vent urban flooding, says a
press release.
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Committee to study Ulsoor lake pollution

National Green Tribunal orders analysis of samples from the waterbody neighbouring areas -

T.K. ROHIT

CHENNAI "\. ??

The Southern Bench of the

National Green Tribunal -

(NGT) has ordered the con-
stitution of a joint committee
to take water samples from
Bengaluru’s Ulsoor lake and
neighbouring areas to ascer-
tain whether the lake is be-
ing polluted owing to illegal
activity.

It also tasked the panel
with carrying out an analysis
of the water in the lake.

The Bench, comprising
Justice K. Ramakrishnan and
expert member Saibal Das-
gupta, made a suo motu di-
rection based on a report in
The Hindu in 2016 after
schools of fish in the lake
were found dead.

Afile photo of Ulsoor lake in Bengaluru. =v.sREENIVASA MURTHY

“The water
should include not only Bio-
chemical Oxygen Demand
(BOD), Chemical Oxygen De-
mand (COD) limit, but also
the Total Coliforms and Fae-

analysis

cal Coliforms and also the
presence of any heavy me-
tals like Arsenic, Phospho-
rus, etc., which are likely to

affect the human health and,
if such things are found, sug-

gest the remedial measures
required to restore the water
quality in that area,” the
Bench ruled.

‘Illegal activities’
The Bench said The Hindu
report indicated that the wa-
ter quality had come down
owing to illegal activities be-
ing carried out while dis-
charging untreated sewage,
effluents and the dumping of
garbage into the waterbody,
affecting the quality of the
water and the ecology and
aquatic life, much required
for ecological sustenance.
“If the quality of the water

in the lake is affected, it will -

automatically reflect in the
groundwater quality, which
in turn affects the health of

the people who are likely to
consume the poor quality of
water, which is not in confor-
mity with the norms provid-
ed for drinking purpose,” it
observed.

The committee will com-
prise the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Bengaluru (Urban),
a senior scientist from the re-
gional office of the Central
Pollution Control Board, the
Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board and the Com-..
missioner, Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike.

The committee has been
directed to inspect the area,
find out the source of pollu-
tion and take action against
those responsible. The panel
has also been asked to sug-
gest remedial measures.
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