Delhi, Punjab
Haryana, west
UP, Rajasthan
may see rains
after July 7
PNS B NEW DELHI

Thr India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Saturday said that the monsoon
is unlikely to progress to Delhi,
Chandigarh, Haryana, remain-
ing parts of Rajasthan, west
Uttar Pradesh, and Punjab for
the next 7-10 days. Meanwhile,
private weather forecaster
Skymet said that they do not
expect the progress of mon-
soon [urther until July &-7.
Therefore northwest India,
including Delhi, Haryana,
Punjab, Rajasthan and west
UP, will conlinue with hot and
humid weather.

“Prevailing meteorological
conditions, large scale atmos-
pherie features and the lorecast
wind pattern by dynamical
models suggest that no
favourable conditions are like-
ly to develop for further
advance of southwest mon-
soon inlo remaining parts of
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North India to wait a
fortnight for monsoon

— - i -

Waterboguoing at the Bharat Instifuie of Aeronautics afier heavy rain in Patna an Saturday

Rajasthan, west Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi
and Punjab during next seven
days,” the IMD said in its bul-
letin on Saturday:

It added that subdued rain-
fall activity is very likely to pre-
vail over northwest, central
and western parts of Peninsular
India during next five days.
“Isolated/scattered thunder-
storm  activity accompanied
with lightning & rainfall is
likely over these regions during
this subdued monsoon activi-

ty period,” it said.

As per the IMD data, there
wis 43 per cent excess rain in
northwest India, 36 per cent in
central India, 3 per cent in the
east and northeast India, and 7
per cent in the south peninsu-
la. Out of 36 subdivisions,
seven recorded large excess
rain (60 per cent or more
above normal), 14 recorded
excess rain (20 to 39 per cent
EAOESS), SEVEDN TeC normal
rain (-19 per cent to 19 per
cent) and eight recorded defi-

clent rain (-20 per cent to -59
r cent).

The IMD further stated
that subsequently, moist east-
erly winds are likely to pick up
in strength, causing enhanced
rainfall activity all along the
Himalayan foothills regions of
north Bihar, north Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh around July
1 and 2 leading to increased
inflow into the rivers originat-
ing/Mlowing over these regions.

Continued on Page 4
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Jogulamba project is
TS’ right: Niranjan

Questions Centre’s inaction against AP’s illegal projects

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Coming down heavily on
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment for taking up illegal
construction of the Ray-
alaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS), Agriculture
Minister S Niranjan Reddy
said the Telangana govern-
ment has every right to con-
struct the Jogulamba bar-
rage.

“When the government in
undivided AP failed to dis-
close the loss suffered by the
Telangana region before it,
the Bachawat tribunal allo-
cated 17.84 tmc to the Jurala
project for irrigation re-
quirements of Palamuru. As
pet the tribunal’s award to
the Jurala project, Telan-
gana has every right to con-
struct the Jogulamba Bar-
rage and utilise the allocated
waters,” the Minister told
the media here on Saturday.

Stating that the Telugu
Ganga project was taken up
to supply 5 tmc water to
Chennai after obtaining per-
missions from Maharashtra
and Karnataka, the Minister
pointed out that on the pre-
text of drinking water sup-
ply, the water was used for
irrigation purposes in gross
violation of norms,

The  Pothireddypadu
canal, he said, was designed
to draw 11,000 cusecs, but its
capacity was subsequently
increased to 44,000 cusecs.
“The RLIS is an illegal proj-
ect, but the Union govern-
ment is not taking any ac-
tion against the AP
government,” he said,
adding that the AP govern-
ment had given an assur-
ance to the National Green

Tribunal that all projects
would be taken up only after
obtaining due permissions
from the Union govern-
ment, “But, the works are
continuing contrary to its
assurances,” the Minister
charged.

“After the State forma-
tion, the Telangana govern-
ment expressed its willing-
ness to extend all
cooperation to the AP gov-
ernment to facilitate utilisa-
tion of all the available re-
sources amicably. However,
with utter disregard to the
friendly approach, the AP
government continues to
take up unauthorised proj-
ects resulting in major
losses to Telangana,” the
Minister said.

Telangana had made sev-
eral appeals to the Brijesh
Kumar Tribunal to finalise
its share in Krishna water.
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had person-
ally taken up the matter
with the then Union Minis-
ter Uma Bharathi, followed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and recently with

7

Agriculture Minister Singireddy Niranjan Reddy addressing the
media in Hyderabad on Saturday.

Union Jal Shakthi Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
he said, adding that still,
there has been no response
from the Union govern-
ment,

Meanwhile, Transport
Minister P Ajay Kumar said
the Chief Minister had
raised severe objections to
the Pothireddypadu issue
during the statehood move-
ment, Even as the AP gov-
ernment continues to draw
additional water unautho-
risedly, BJP leaders in AP
come up with different ver-
sions and their counterparts
in Telangana singa different
tune, the Minister said. On
humanitarian grounds,
Chandrashekhar Rao was
willing to share the Krishna
water to meet Ray-
alaseema’s drinking water
requirements, he said.

“But the people here in
Telangana still remember
how then AP Chief Minister
YS Rajasekhara Reddy
spoke in Telangana’s favour
and later changed his stand
against it during the 2009
elections,” Ajay Kumar said.
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Heavy rain in Patna, dy
CM'’s house inundated

Patna, June 26: Several
parts of Patna, including
Bihar assembly premises
and the residence of
Deputy chief minister
Renu Devi, were inundated
on  Saturday following
heavy rain that began to
pound the city since the
previous evening.

According to the MeT
Department, the city
received 145 mm rainfall
since the previous day, the
highest for this date in a
decade,

Residents woke up in the
early hours to deafening
sounds of thunderbolts
though, so far, there have
been no reports of deaths
caused by lightning in the
city or its outskirts,

By around 9 am, the show-
ers abated but people had to
wade through knee-deep
water, with trousers rolled
up and footwear in the
hands, to venture out.
Heavy water-logging was
seen in most parts of the
city, including posh locali-
ties like Shri Krishna Puri

T e

Waterlogging at the Bharat Institute of Aeronatics cam-

pus after heavy rains in Patna on Saturday.

and Patel Nagar.

Besides, the colonial-era
Vidhan Sabha building
stood like a  desolate,
marconed fortress with
photo and video journalists
dropping in at frequent
intervals to capture the
images.

Similar was the scene at
the official bungalow of
deputy chief minister Renu
Devi, who resides a few
hundred meters away.

However, Patna
Municipal Corporation
officials claimed that by

-Pm

noon, water was pumped
out from most of the “main
roads™ though water-log-
ging at by-lanes and streets
in low-lying areas
remained a problem.

Local news channels
beamed footages of resi-
dents of such localities
expressing  anxiety that
fresh downpour might lead
to “a repeat of October,
2019", when boats had to be
plied on submerged roads
and IAF helicopters had
been roped in for air-drop-
ping essential items. — PTT



A combination of several
seasomal factors have
weakened the monsoon
and slowed its northward
journey, Experts say that
this is likely to continue
till July 5. They say the
monsoon started weaken-
ing from June 21 and it is
likely lo weaken [urther
until July 5when it is ex-
pected to strengthen
again,

This year, the monsoon
started with good rains in
maost parts of the country
like the peninsular region,
the western coast, the cen-

tral region and even in the
northeast.

Intil some weeks ago,
monsoon's advancement
was so strong that at one
point the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD}
predicted it would reach
Delhi by June 15. However,
due to several inter-sea-
sonal developments, its
northward advancement
has slowed down.

Since June 21, monsoon
has remained active in
central and eastern parts
of the country while the
southern peninsularre-
gion too has received some
rain,
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As per IMD's forecast,
Bihar, eastern Uttar
Pradesh and parts of Kar-

nataka are likely to con-
tinue receiving rain until
Monday. However, after

that, monsoon is likely to

weaken for at least a week,

Experts at IMD say thisis

Monsoon to remain weak till July 5

.. L0 -

a "temporary phase” trig-
gered by local seasonal fac-
tors.

Senior IMD scientist RK
Jenamani explains, "Nor-
mally when the Southwest
Monsoon starts from the
Arabian Sea, the monsoon
system travels in the form
of waves, reaching differ-
enl parts of the country. It
is helped by low-pressure
syslem in Lhe Bay of Ben-
gal, which pushes it fur-
ther in the northwest di-
rection. This time, there
were easterly winds but
they were not strong
enpugh to reach the north-
western parts of the coun-

try, Hence, it provided rain
till eastern Uttar Pradesh
and some parts of western
Uttar Pradesh too.”

Jenamani added that
apart from this, generally
during summers, there are
no or very few Western
Disturbances, which helps
monsoon to move forward.
"These systems are the
backbone ol monsoon de-
velopment. From June 29,
all these systems are be-
coming unfavourable, and
hence monsoon rains are
unlikely in most parts ex-
cept the Eastern and
northeastern regions,” Je-
namani said.
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