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with agency inputs
BALASORE/KOLKATA,
MAY 26

Cyclone Yaas, packing
winds of up to 130-145
kmph, whiplashed the
country’s eastern coasts
on Wednesday, dumping
heavy rain, flooding sever-
al areas, damaging houses
and farmlands, and leav-
ing at least four persons
dead — three in Odisha
and one in West Bengal.

Thick sheets of rain
blurred India’s vast coast-
line in the East as the
cyclone made landfall
around 9 am near Dhamra
port in Odisha, with surg-
ing waters swamping
mud-and-thatch houses in
the low-lying areas of vari-
ous districts, where a mas-
sive evacuation drive has
been undertaken to move
more than 20 lakh people
to safety.

Massive tides ranging
from two to four metres
high gushed into seaside
villages resulting in maro-
oning of innumerable
households. Several rivers
were also in spate owing to
the phenomenal rise in
water level — caused by
the dual effect of storm
surge and the astronomi-
cal tide due to the full
Moo,

West Bengal Chief Minis-
terr Mamata Banerjee, who
has stationed herself at the
state secretariat Nabanna
since Tuesday to monitor
rescue and relief opera-
tions, claimed that her
state is the “worst-affect-
ed” and said that three
lakh houses and 134 emb-
ankments have been dam-
aged due to the cyclone.

“At least one crore peo-
ple were affected and three
lakh houses have been
damaged in West Bengal
due to the rough weather
conditions arising out of
cyclone Yaas,” Ms
Banerjee said.

In certain areas, waves
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Cyclone Yaas ravages
coastal Bengal, Odisha

One crore dlsplaced four people dead; rivers in spate

Pedestﬂans use their mobiles to capture the flooded
road after the landfall of Cyclone Yaas, in Kolkata on

Wednesday.

as high as the coconut
trees that line the popular
beaches, were seen surg-
ing.

Cyeclone Yaas, which
spared Kolkata unlike last
year, was followed by
heavy rain in the districts
of East Midnapore, South

24 Parganas, North 24
Parganas and Howrah.
In  Odisha, seawater

inundated several villages
in Bahanaga and Remuna
blocks in Balasore district,
and Dhamra and Basudev-
pur in the Bhadrak dis-
trict, special relief com-

= PTI

missioner P.K. Jena said.

Thousands of kutcha
houses in coastal villages
in Bhadrak, Balasore and
Kendrapara districts were
washed away in the high
tidal surge that accompa-
nied the cyvclone’s roaring
landfall.

The storm weakened
during the afternoon but
hollered on its destructive
path towards Jharkhand.
The state continued evac-
uating low-lying areas
during the day amid the
forecast that it would be
hitting by midnight.

MANGROVES
SAVED THE DAY
FOR ODISHA

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 26

The long stretches of man-
groves on the Odisha coast
literally repulsed the rav-
aging fury and ferocity of
cyclonic storm “Yaas"”
that made its landfall at
Bahanaga on Wednesday
morning with an alarming
windspeed of 130-140
kmph. Experts said the
mangroves took the steam
out of the very severe
cyclonic storm that steadi-
ly declined to a severe
cvelone and then a depres-
sion.

“It's quite heartening to
know that the mangroves
on the Odisha coast, espe-
cially the stretches in
Bhitarakanika National
Park in Kendrapara dis-
trict, stood a strong pha-
lanx against Yaas. It abso-
rbed a lot of wind force as
a result of which the
severity of the cyclone got
drastically reduced,” said
H.R. Biswas, director of
the Regional Met Centre,
Bhubaneswar.

The IMD had initially
predicted  Yaas would
have a furious landfall
high wvelocity windspeed
of 150-165 kmph, gusting
up to 185 km. Windspeeds
of this velocity can turn
any human habitation
into a war-ravaged zone.
However, before Yass
made landfall, its squally
winds had hours of fric-
tion with thick lavers of
mangroves that flank the
coast. Finally, Yaas ceded
a part of its force and
made landfall with 130-140
kmph squally winds.

M Page 2: Mangroves slowed
ingress of high tides
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BALASORE, MAY 26

The eyclonic storm Yaas
on Wednesday morning
made its landfall at
Bahanaga in Odisha's
Balasore district with a
wind speed of 130 to 140
kilometre per hour (kmph)
and left a trail of devasta-
tion in the coastal dis-
tricts

Initial reports suggest an
elderly person named
Purnachandra Naik in
Keonjhar died as a tree col-
lapsed on him while he
was going to a temple near
his house for his morning
prayvers. Similarly, a youth
in Balasore district died as
a large branch of a tree
fell on him.

Thousands of kutcha
houses in coastal villages
in Bhadrak, Balasore and
Kendrapara districts were
washed away in the high
tidal surge that accompa-
nied the roaring landfall.
Massive tides ranging
from to 2 to 4 metres high
gushed into seaside vil-
lages resulting in maroon-
ing of innumerable house-
holds in Basudebpur and
Chandabali areas in
Bhadrak district.

In Balasore district,
Chandipur, Baliapal,
Bahanagar, Talasari and
Bhograi areas were
severely hit by the disas-
ter. Kutcha houses and
houses with asbestos roofs
could not withstand the
gusty winds and heavy
downpour and collapsed.

Several areas in
Rajanagar  area  in
Kendrapara district also
witnessed tidal ingress
that led to complete dis-
ruption of road communi-
cation. Four to five feet
high sea water was seen
flowing over the roads con-
necting Kendrapara dis-
trict with Bhadrak.

Farmers, especially the
paddy growers, vegetable
and betel-leaf growers,
were worst hit as the
squally wind and inces-
sant downpours destroyed
the standing crops.

“During its landfall, Yaas
had turned into a very
severe cyclonic storm. It
hit the coast at Bahanaga,
20 km south of Balasore
town at 1030 am and the
landfall process continued
for nearly three hours.
With its impact, several
coastal Odisha districts
including Kendrapara,
Bhadrak, Balasore and
Jagatisinghpur received
heavy rainfall ranging up
to 150mm in the last 24

A priest sh
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Yaas leaves a trail of devastation

Thousands of kutcha houses washed, trees uprooted; standing crop lost in Odisha

Wl s

ifts an idol of Lord Jagannath from a seafront temple to

eastern coast in the Bay of Bengal.

FARMERS, especially
the paddy growers,
vegetable and betel-leaf
growers, were worst hit
as the squally wind and
incessant rain destroyed
the standing crops.

hours. It also precipitated
heavy downpours in the
adjoining districts of West
Bengal,” India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) direc-
tor general Dr Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said.

He added that the cyclone
was moving further north
and northwestwards and it
would enter Jharkhand on
Thursday morning after
weakening into a deep
depression. “From a
severe cyclonic  storm,
Yaas will gradually weak-
en into a deep depression
and enter Jharkhand with
a wind speed of 50 to 60 km
per hour,” the IMD chief
said. Speaking to
reporters after the cyclone
passed the Odisha coast,
state Special Relief
Commissioner PK. Jena
efforts were being made to
restore the road communi-
cation, power supply and
drinking water systems.

“Till now, we have not
received any reports of
any major mishaps except
loss of a couple of lives
which unfortunately hap-
pened as they did not obey
the government's order
not to venture out during
the cyclone. Now, we are
focusing on restoration of
essential services. We have
asked collectors to submit
the loss  assessment
reports as early as possi-
ble,” said the SRC Mr
Jena.

The SRC informed that
Mayurbhanj. Balasore's
adjoining district in the
north had received heavy
rainfall and it is likely to
cause flash flood in
Budhabalanga river which
originates from  the
Similipal National Park in
the district.

Meanwhile, exhibiting
their high-skilled rescue
expertise and daredevilry,
the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
and Odisha police person-
nel on Tuesday night res-
cued at least 10 fishermen
whose boat capsized near
Japa village in Odisha's
Jagatsinghpur distriet.

According to reports,
after the fishermen sent

distress calls about the
imminent danger they
faced in the sea, the NDRF
jawans immediately
reached the spot and evac-
uated them from the ill-
fated vessel to a rescue
boat.

Odisha chief minister
Naveen Patnaik praised
the efforts of the rescue
teams. The jawans also
rescued hundreds of
domestic animals  in
QOdisha and West Bengal
from drowning or getting
swept away in tidal waves

Apart from rescue activi-
ty, the NDRF personnel
served cooked food to evac-
uees accommodated in
various cyclone shelters.

The NDRF jawans also
cleared almost all major
roads in Odisha and West
Bengal which were
blocked by uprooted trees.

“The NDRF focused on
saving lives of the people,
domestic animals and
evacuation of people dur-
ing the cyclone. Post the
landfall of the storm our
men have begun the
restoration work. We are
also taking care of people
in shelters,” NDRF direc-
tor general Satyanarayan
Pradhan said.

a safer place in Balasore district in Odisha as ¢
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YCLONE IN FIGURES

15,04,506

No. of people
evacuated in West
Bengal

5.80 lakh

No. of people in
vulnerable areas of
Odisha shifted to
safe shelters

1 crore

No. of people
affected in West
Bengal

No. of houses dama-
ged in West Bengal

o B - e :
yclone Yaas barrels towards
P

17

No. of columns
deployed by the
Army to assist the

WB administration

969 tonnes

Of liquid medical
oxygen moved to
six states and a
Union Territory
through 12 Oxygen
Express trains in a

span of 24 hours

404

No. of rescue
teams been
deployed in
Odisha

No. of flights cancelled by Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport in view

of cyclone Yaas

MASSIVE RESCUE
AND RELIEF OP.
ON IN BENGAL

RAJIB CHOWDHURI | DC
KOLKATA, MAY 26

In a large scale rescue and
relief  operation in
cyclone-hit West Bengal
the Indian Army and
Indian Coast Guard on
Wednesday evacuated
around 800 villagers
stranded in East
Midnapore and Howrah,
which are among the
worst-affected districts.

Eastern Command
spokesperson Wing
Commander  Mandeep

Huda said that around 700
villagers were rescued by
the Army soldiers from
the flooded areas of the
two districts. Most of the
rescued are from East
Midnapore.

At Bodhra, more than
500 people were rescued
while 50 more were evacu-
ated from New Digha
Market apart from 32 oth-
ers from Old Digha Natun
Kali Temple and 15 from
another place in Old
Digha. In Howrah the
Army jawans conducted
evacuation at Orphuli.

The Indian Coast Guard
informed that it shifted
around 100 people to safer
places in its hovercraft
after the group was found
stranded at Nayachar
Islands near Haldia in
East Midnapore.

It stated, “Headquarters,
Coast Guard Region
(North East) at Kolkata is
monitoring the overall sit-
uation and directing the
Coast Guard Comman-
ders/ Stations of both the
states to execute the relief
operations on ground.
Three Coast Guard ships
along with onboard heli-
copter, already on opera-
tional mission in the Bay
of Bengal, have been
diverted to coastal areas
of both states with fastest
speed to assess the situa-
tion in area and render
appropriate assistance to
any mariner in distress.
They will be joined by two
more ships to augment the
efforts at sea. Coast Guard
Dornier aircraft will be
carrying out aerial recce
of the affected areas on
improvement of weather.”

It added, “Two inflatable
boats have been dis-
patched to Contai/Digha
area.
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Cyclone Yaas ravages eastern coast
as over 21 lakh evacuated: four dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BALASORE/DIGHA/KOL-
KATA/BHUBANESH-
WAR/RANCHI: Cyclone
Yaas, packing winds gust-
ing to 145 kmph whiplashed
parts of India’s eastern coast
on Wednesday, killing at least
four people and leaving behind
a trail of damaged homes and
flooded farmland, forcing
more than 21 lakh people to
be evacuated to safe shelters in
the states of West Bengal, Odi-
sha and Jharkhand.

Thick sheets of rain blurred
the vast coastline, as the
cyclone made landfall around
9 am near Dhamra port in
Odisha, with surging waters
sweeping beached fishing
boats inland and swamping the

mud-and-thatch houses and
farmlands in low-lying areas.

Yaas is the second cyclonic
storm to hit India within a
week after Tauktae tore into
its western coast, causing death
and destruction.

The storm, which had
weakened during the after-
noon, had left the coastal
states on edge, with Bengal
government claiming that at
least one crore people have
been affected by the calam-
ity thus far, as it hollered on
its destructive path towards
Jharkhand.

However, the two state cap-
itals Kolkata and Bhubanesh-
war were saved from the wrath
of the cyclonic storm, though
the two cities witnessed heavy
rains and high winds.

A flooded room of Kakdwip Hospital in South 24-Parganas, on Wednesday P1i

Highlights

» The cyclone made landfall
around 9 am on Wednes-
day near Dhamra port in
Qdisha

» Three of the four lives
claimed by Yaas, were
from Odisha while one
was from West Bengal

» West Bengal govern-
ment claimed that at least
one crore people were

offected ond three lakh
houses damaged in West

Bengal

» Odisha has shifted 6.5 lakh

people to safer places, and
West Bengal 15 lakh

» Jharkhand evacuated
over 10,000 people to
safer zones amid forecast
that cyclone ‘Yaas' would
be hitting the state by
midnight

Three of the four lives
claimed by Yaas, were from
Odisha which bore the brunt
of natures fury, while one was
from West Bengal.

People in 128 villages in
Balasore and Bhadrak dis-

trict remained marooned as
gushing seawater cut off road
links to them. Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik announced 7
days relief for these villages.
Patnaik also directed offi-
cials to repair all roads within

24 hours. As many as 605
roads have been damaged of
which 495 have been repaired
in Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara,
Jajpur, Balasore, Bdahrak dis-
tricts. As the cyclone swirls in
Mayurbhanj district, action

will be taken on Thursday.

At least one crore people
were affected and three lakh
houses damaged in West Ben-
gal, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said on Wednesday.

Continued on P4
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CM ASKS OFFICIALS TO BE ON THEIR TOES

Cyclone Yaas: J’khand on high
alert; over 10,000 evacuated

OUR CORRESPONDENT

RANCHI: Jharkhand remains
on high alert and has evacu-
ated over 10,000 people to
safer zones while operation
is still on amid forecast that
cyclone "Yaas' would be hit-
ting the state by midnight after
pounding neighbouring Odi-
sha and West Bengal, officials
said Wednesday. The state has
imposed complete lockdown
in some parts to prevent peo-
ple from venturing out in view
of prediction of severe cyclonic
storm battering the state.

Cyclone Yaas, packing
winds of up to 130-145 kmph,
whiplashed the country’s east-
ern coasts on Wednesday,
dumping heavy rain, damag-
ing houses and farmlands, and
leaving at least four persons
dead - three in Odisha and one
in Bengal.

Operations are being exe-
cuted on a war-footing in the

vulnerable areas in East and
West Singhbhum, besides some
other districts due to cyclonic
storm Yaas, Disaster Man-
agement Secretary Amitabh
Kaushal said.

"We have evacuated 9,502
persons so far from the 306
sites and the evacuation oper-
ations are on. A total of 848 of
our villages are impacted by it.

"We are witnessing heavy
rainfall and there has been
damage to the power trans-
mission network besides trees
have been uprooted,” East Sing-
hbhum Deputy Commissioner
Suraj Kumar said.

The cyclone is likely to hit
the district, whose headquarter
is in Jamshedpur, at midnight
and all precautionary measures
are being taken on a war-foot-
ing, Kumar said.

"We have announced a
complete lockdown today and
tomorrow barring some relax-
ation for emergency cases and

Dark clouds loom over trains at a railway yard ahead of cyclone Yoas,
in Dhanbod, on Wednesday

essential services,” the East
Singhbhum DC said adding
a flood cell has been created
and people are being evacuated
from low lying areas of Sub-
arnarekha and Kharkai rivers.

NDREF teams are alert for
rescue operations while 500
relief teams are already work-

ing besides massive steps to
face the situation.

West Singhbhum Deputy
Commissioner Rajkamal said,
"We have evacuated 1,065 peo-
ple to safer locations while a
lockdown has been announced
in the district for today and
tomorrow barring essential

services.”

Director-General of Police
Neeraj Sinha said, "Satellite
phones are being provided to
interior Naxal- affected police
stations for emergent commu-
nications, besides batteries in
police wireless systems have
been readied in case of com-
munication disruptions due to
the storm.”

"We are ready to deal with
the situation and have formed
rescue teams,” he added.

East Singhbhum, West
Singhbhum and Saraikela-
Kharsawan districts of the state
are likely to witness high veloc-
ity winds of 92-117 kmph, the
weather office said.

This is the first time in the
history of Tharkhand that it is
facing such a severe cyclonic
storm.

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren has asked officials to be
on their toes to deal with any
emergency situation,
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Won't allow a
dam across
Cauvery: T.N.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will never allow Kar-
nataka’s proposed project
to construct a dam at Me-
kedatu across the Cauvery
river, Minister for Water
Resources Duraimurugan
said on Wednesday.

In a statement, Mr. Du-
raimurugan said: “The Ta-
mil Nadu government will
consult legal experts and
take appropriate action.”

The Minister’s statement
comes in the wake of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) appointing a joint
committee to look into alle-
gations of unauthorised
construction activity tak-
ing place in Mekedatu.

Mr. Duraimurugan also
recalled the efforts being
taken by the Tamil Nadu
government through legal
channels in the Supreme
Court against the construc-
tion of the proposed dam.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
The National Green Tribunal
(NGT), Southern Zone, has
appointed a joint committee
to look into allegations of un-
authorised construction ac-
tivity taking place in Meke-
datu, where the Karnataka
government had proposed
to construct a dam across
the Cauvery River.

Acting suo motu based on
a media report, the NGT has
directed the panel to submit
a report on or before July 5.

“If the project is to be im-
plemented without conduct-
ing any environmental im-
pact assessment study and
without obtaining necessary
clearance, if any required,
then it will be an unauthor-
ised act affecting the envi-
ronment,” the NGT said, ad-
ding that it would get the
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Panel to investigate charges of
illegal construction in Mekedatu

NGT appoints joint committee, directs it to submit a report on or before July 5

Matter of concern: The NGT directed the panel to assess the
damage caused to the environment. =subHAKARA JAIN

jurisdiction of intervening
on the issue.

Considering the allega-
tions made in the news re-
port, it said, “We are satis-
fied that there arises a

substantial question of envi-
ronment, which requires the
interference of this
Tribunal.”

The NGT also directed the
joint committee to assess the

damage caused to the envi-
ronment in case of any con-
struction made and deter-
mine the compensation
payable by the respective
authorities who are
responsible.

The Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forest, Depart-
ment of Forests, State of Kar-
nataka, would be the nodal
agency for coordination and
for providing necessary lo-
gistics for this purpose, it
added.

The NGT has issued a not-
ice communicating its deci-
sion to the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Cli-
mate Change, Department of
Water Resources, Central
Water Commission, Cauvery
Water Management Authori-
ty, Chief Secretaries of Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka, among
others.
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|: Nature's Fury :l

Yaas batters Odisha, Bengal; 4 dead

Over 3 lakh houses damaged, more than 21 lakh people evacuated in three States; Kolkata, Bhubaneshwar escape cyclone’s wrath

PTI
BALASORE/KQLKATA/RANCHI

Cyclone Yaas, packing winds
gusting to 145 kmph whiplashed
parts of India’s eastern coast on
‘Wednesday, killing at least four
people and leaving behind a trail
of damaged homes and flooded
farmland, forcing more than 21
lakh people to be evacuated to
safe shelters in the States of
‘West Bengal, Odisha and Jhark-
hand.

Thick sheets of rain blurred
the vast coastline, as the cyclone
made landfall around 9 am near
Dhamra port in Odisha, with
surging  waters  sweeping
beached fishing boats inland
and swamping the mud-and-
thatch houses and farmlands in
low-lying areas.

Yaas is the second cyclonic
storm to hit India within a week
after Tauktae tore into its west-
ern coast, causing death and de-
struction, The storm, which had
weakened during the afternoon,
had left the coastal states on
edge, with Bengal government
claiming that at least one crore
people have been affected by
the calamity thus far, as it
hollered on its destructive path
towards Jharkhand.

However, the two State capi-
tals Kolkata and Bhubaneshwar
were saved from the wrath of
the cyclonic storm, though the
two cities witnessed heavy rains
and high winds.

Three of the four lives
claimed by Yaas, were from
Odisha which bore the brunt of
nature’s fury, while one was
from West Bengal.

People in 128 villages in Bala-
sore and Bhadrak district re-
mained marooned as gushing
seawater cut off road links to
them. Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik announced 7 days relief
for these villages.

Patnaik also directed officials
to repair all roads within 24
hours, As many as 605 roads
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Peaople take shelter on a cart as cyclone Yaas makes landfall, at Digha in East Midnapore district, on Wednesay — Photo: PTI

have been damaged of which
495 have been repaired in Ja-
gatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Ja-
jpur, Balasore, Bdahrak districts,
As the cyclone swirls in
Mayurbhanj district, action will
be taken on Thursday.

Seawater inundated several
villages in Bahanaga and Re-
muna blocks in the Balasore dis-
trict, and Dhamra and Basude-
vpur in the Bhadrak district,
Odisha's Special Relief Com-
missioner PK Jena said. The ad-
ministration with the help of the
locals is taking measures to
drain out the saline water from
the villages, he said,

Heavy rainfall in the Similipal
Naticnal Park in Mayurbhanj
district sparked fears of a flash

flood in the Budhabalang river.
In the afternoon, the water level
in the river was at 21 metre
against the danger level of 27
metre, Jena said.

The Mayurbhanj district ad-
ministration has started evacu-
ating certain vulnerable points
on both sides of the river and
also from some low-lying areas
in the Baripada town, he said.

Restoration works for power
lines have started in some
places in  Jagatsinghpur,
Kendrapara and Jajpur district
after cables were snapped, Jena
said, adding that not much dam-
age was caused in these dis-
tricts. Local sources said that a
person was killed in Panchupalli
village in Anadapur block of

Kenojhar district after atree fell
on him but there was no official
confirmation of the death. The
man was identified as Purna
Chandra Nayak. Besides, a man
was injured in the Balasore dis-
trict after he was hit by a falling
tree. The sea will remain rough
till Thursday and the accompa-
nying rain will continue, he said.
The wind will slow down by the
evening and the cyclone islikely
to leave Odisha for Jharkhand
by midnight, Jena said.

Odisha ordered  health
screening of all the 6.5 lakh peo-
ple taken to cyclone shelter, in-
cluding Covid tests if required,
Officials said similar health
screening was also planned for
Bengals shelters too.

ONE CRORE PEOPLE AFFECTED,
SAYS MAMATA

KOLKATA: At least one crore people were
affected and three lakh houses damaged
in West Bengal due to the rough
weather conditions arising out of cy-
clone ‘Yaas', Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said on Wednesday. One
person died “accidentally” when he had
gone out fishing, she said. Cautioning
people that high tide in seas, caused by
the storm surge, would persist, Banerjee
claimed that Bengal happens to be the
“most-affected State”.

The Chief Minister further said that as
many as 15,04,506 people have been
evacuated from the vulnerable areas in
the State and moved to safer places. 1
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1cr affected as Cyclone Yaas
ravages West Bengal, Odisha

Mamata Banerjee: 1 crore people affected, 3 lakh
houses damaged, will vtsrr a_ﬂécted areas on May 28

4 die as heavy rain, high waves flood several areas;
number of houses and farmland damaged

AGE CORRESPONDENTS
with agency inputs
BALASORE/KOLKATA,
MAY 26

Cyclone Yaas, packing
winds of up to 130-145
kmph, whiplashed the
COUNtTY'S eastern coasts on
Wednesday, dumping
heavy rain, flooding sever-
al areas, damaging houses
and farmlands, and leav-
ing at least four

has stationed herself at the
state secretariat Nabanna
since Tuesday to monitor
rescue and relief opera-
tions, claimed that her
state is the "worst-affected”
and said that three lakh
houses and 134 embank-
ments have been damaged
due to the cyeclone.

“At least one crore peo-
ple were affected and three
lakh houses have been

damaged in

persons dead — © N ODISHA, 128 West  Bengal
three in Odisha “1"3995 inBalasore  dueto the rough
and one in West and Bhadrak dis- weather condi-
Bengal, tricts were inundat- tions  arising
Thick sheets of ; out of cyclone
rain blurred ed'.dlomqg SEaWa-  yaas” Ms
India's vast teringression.The  Banerjee said.
coastline in the cyclone caused "We could
East as the extensivedamageto evacuate
cyclone  made poweru'amnus.smn 15,04,506 people
landfall around 9 [ines in coastal so far to our
am near Dhamra areas. relief centres.
port in Odisha, But around one
with  surging © SEVERALVIL- crore  people
waters swamp- LAGES in the coastal were affected by
ing  mud-and- areas of West the disaster
thatch houses in Bengarsm 24 which damaged
the low-lving Parganas district lay nearly three
areas of various bmerged. At lakh houses and
districts, where Y destroyed  at
a massive evacu- Island, seawa- jeast 134 dams
ation drive has terreached the the number of
been undertaken Kapil Muni temple,a  which may go
to move more few hundred metres up. A field sur-
than 20 lakh peo-  away from the vey will be done
ple to safety. coast. later. Around
Massive tides 14,000 relief

ranging from two to four
metres high gushed into
seaside villages resulting
in marooning of innumer-
able households, Several
rivers were also in spate
owing to the phenomenal
rise in water level —
caused by the dual effect of
storm surge and the astro-
nomical tide due to the full

moon. -
West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, who

camps are running now,”
she said. In certain areas,
waves as high as the
coconut trees that line the
popular beaches, were
SEEN SUrging.

The scenic West Bengal
town of Digha, which
shares the border with
Odisha's Balasore district,
lay swamped, with the
Army being called in for
rescue  operations, a

™ Tum to Page 4

Sea water enters through boundanes of a house during the Cyl:!ane Yaas’ landfall in
Chandipur area of Balasore on Wednesday.

Towering mangrove forests on
Odisha coast tamed Yaas’ fury

KUMAR SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 26

The long stretches of man-
groves on the Odisha coast
literally repulsed the rav-
aging fury and ferocity of
cyclonic storm “Yaas™ that
made its landfall at
Bahanaga on Wednesday
morning with an alarming
windspeed of  130-140
kmph. Weather experts
said the mangroves took
the steam out of the very
severe cyclonic storm that
steadily declined to a
severe cyclone and then a
depression.

“It’s quite heartening to
know that the mangroves
on the Odisha coast, espe-
cially the stretches in
Bhitarakanika National
Park in Kendrapara dis-
trict, stood a strong pha-
lanx against Yaas. [t
absorbed a lot of wind
force as a result of which
the severity of the cyclone
got drastically reduced,”
said H.R. Biswas, director
of the Regional Met
Centre, Bhubaneswar.

The India Meteorological
Department had initially
predicted Yaas would have
a furious landfall high

velocity windspeed of 150-
165 kmph, gusting up to
185 km. Windspeeds of this
velocity can turn any
human habitation into a
war-ravaged Zone.
However, before Yass
made landfall, its squally
winds had hours of fric
tion with thick layers of
mangroves that flank the
coast. And finally, Yaas
ceded a part of its force
and made landfall with
130-140  kmph squally

winds.
“We are fortunate that
we have got huge stretches
® Turn to Page 4
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