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Drizzle helps- raise temp

a bit, ralP expected tod

TimEs News Nerwom(

New Delhi: The maxunum
and minimum temperatures

rose by a few notches on .

Monday following drizzle in
parts of the city owing to a
western disturbance.

India meteorological de-
partment (IMD) hasforecasta
spell of light rain on Tuesday
as well, with isolated parts of
the capital receiving hail.

Delhi’s minimum tempe-
rature has gradually been ri-
singover the last 48 hours. On
Sunday;, it was recorded at 6.9
degrees Celsius, and it rose to
8.5 degrees Celsius on Mon-
day: It is likely to tough 11 deg-
rees by Tuesday. “Both the
maximum and the minimum
- have risen due to a western
disturbance. It’s withdrawal
after 48 hours and the resul-
ting rain willlead to a drop in
temperatures once again.
Parts of Delhi recorded very
light rain on Monday, but the
intensity will be higher on
Tuesday,” said Kuldeep -Sri-

Flle photo

CHANGE IN THE AIR: The Met department forecast a spell of light

rain for Tuesday too, with hailstorm likely in some parts of the city

Delhi’s maximum tempe-
rature on Monday was recor-
ded at 23 degrees Celsius—
one degree above normal.
Srivastava says the maxi-
mum is likely to fall to aro-
und 19 degrees on Tuesday
due to overcast conditions.

Between 8.30 am and 5.30
pm, the Lodhi road and Rid-
ge stations received ‘trace’
rainfall, while parts of west

The relative humidity in the
last 24 hours oscillated bet-
ween 58 and 100 per cent.
Forecast for Tuesday
shows light rain in the mor-
ning, accompanied by hail-
storm in isolated pockets.
Strong surface winds in the
range of 20-25 km/hr are also
likely to occur. Delhi’s air qu-
ality, meanwhile, was recor-
ded in ‘very poor’ range with

anair quality index of 345.

Delhi also received a drizzle.

vastava, scientist at IMD.

Shekhawat does a
U-turn, targets AAP
on water quality

New Delhi: Union water resources minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat mocked Delhi’s deputy
chief minister Manish Sisodia for giving reasons
why people get bad quality water in the capital.

In a tweet, Shekhawat tagged a video in which Siso-
dia was seen explaining why people get dirty water
when they switch on booster motors, particularly du-
ringthe ‘no-supply’ period. “When questions relating to
bad quality water were asked to the education minister,
he started referring to physics. This is beyond anyone’s
understanding. He started talking about the timing of
switching on booster motors and the science of drawing
water when he was confronted with questions. The CM
had promised to ensure supply of good quality water
within a year of comingto power;” Shekhawat tweeted.

In September; he had claimed that Delhi’s water qu-
ality was better than European standards, which had
kicked off a controversy within Delhi BJP. CM Arvind
Kejriwal, who is also the DJB chief, had welcomed the
statement. But in November; Union consumer affairs
minister Ram Vilas Paswan had announced the test
results of water samples collected from 21 cities
which showed that Delhi’s piped water was the worst
onquality parameters. “Now people of Delhialsoac-
cept that the water supplied by DJB is unsafe for
drinking...I wish that every household receives wa-
ter by 2024 under Jal Jeevan Mission, which compli-
es with BISnorms,” Paswan said. Tnn
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Several Areas Across The Country Face Water Shortage Due To Mismanagement Or Their Geographical Terrain. TOI Looks At Probable Solutions

National Water Policy in the pipeline

7/
Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

f it's feared that the next world war may
. be fought over water, a microcosm of the
| crisis can be seen in India, where nearly
half of the big states are enmeshed in

. river water-sharing disputes. While the
Ravi-Beas conflict between Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan has been pending before a tribunal
for over three decades, there’s a flare-up between
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka over Cauvery water
almost every year despite a resolution.

Water is primarily a state subject in India, with
cach state free to deal with issues
linked to supply, distribution and
storage on its own unless the
river happens toflow into a neigh-
bouring region. For inter-state
channels, the law allows the Cen-
tre to mediate or assist states to
keep them clean and expand in-
frastructure. For the most part
though, gaps in legal and policy
framework allow for wastage and,
despite presence of tribunals,
prevent final resolution of long-
running disputes over sharing
and allocation of resources.

This lack of a unified central law has always
stood out in contrast to countries such as Israel,
Australia and South Africa, which have nation-
al frameworks to help them conserve and man-
age resources hetter. “Water being constitution-
ally a ‘State’ subject under ‘Entry 17’ can still be
legislated centrally through a framework central
law since ‘Entry 17’ is subject to ‘Entry 56" of the
‘Union’ list that deals with Inter-State rivers and
river valleys. Such a framework law that defines
principles and desired dos and don’ts which
states could attune to their specific needs is long
due,” said Manoj Misra, water expert and con-
vener of Yamuna Jive Abhiyaan.

While water issues did take centrestage in
Modi 2.0 when the government initiated two
mega schemes, concerns over management will
not be addressed unless the Centre deals with it
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India's per capita water availability constantly decreasing
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through legislation. Now, though a bill for an
overarching river dispute tribunal has been
passed by Lok Sabha in July 2019, it has not been
listed in Rajya Sabha due to opposition from
various parties. If it is passed, all existing tribu-
nals can be subsumed under a single body; which
will have to settle disputes in a time-bound man-
ner. Besides, the bill seeks to introduce a Disputes
Resolution Committee (DRC) for cases to be re-
ferred to the tribunal only if the DRC fails to re-
solve it within 18 months; the tribunal’s decision
will then have the same force as an SC order:

To back it up, India also plans to have a new
national water policy by April,
which will, for the first time, focus
onmanaging and conserving water
resources through Public Private
Partnership mode and work on mo-
dalities to implement ongoing pro-
grammes. The policy, being drafted
by a 10-member committee, may
also suggest a ‘national water law’.

Stakeholders, familiar with the
committee’s consultations, told
TOT the new national water policy
(NWP), 2020 would be different
from the 1987, 2002 and 2012 ver-
sions, which did not elaborate on
implementation and cfficieney of schemes sug-
gested for managing water resources. “Water use
efficiency’ on the lines of ‘energy use efficiency’
will be one of the focus areas.

Once the Centre comes out with a new NWPE,
states may also revise their policies keeping in
mind basic concerns of water-stressed districts.
Three existing draft Bills of the Union ‘Jal Shak-
ti’ (water resources) ministry National Water
Framework Bill, River Basin Management Bill
and Model Bill to Regulate and Control the De-
velopment and Management of Ground Water—
will also be then eventually revised.

Other legislations proposed include one on
managing the Ganga and another on managing
13 river basins through a Master Plan for each.
As for the two mega schemes, Jal Jeevan Mission
aims to provide tap water to every rural house

NDIA

> Avg annual water by precipitation in India:
4,000 billion cubic metres (BCM)

> Avg annual availability as natural runoff
after evaporation: 1,869 BCM

> Avg annual ‘utilisable’ potential by geological
& other factors: 1,122 BCM

(Surface water: 690 BCM) (Ground water: 432 BCM)
(1 cubic metre = 1,000 fitres)

Projection
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hold by 2024 and Atal
Bhujal Yojana envisages
managing and conserv-
ing groundwater through
people’s participation.

The NWP drafting com-
mittee is learnt to be keen on
advocating, at least, a central law
onriver basins if it is cambersome
to bring all states and parties on
board for a unified nationwide law.
Since agriculture alone consumes nearly
89% of available water resources (ground
and surface water), the NWP will lay special
emphasis on how villages could switch to drip
and sprinkler irrigation where private play-
ersmay get a key role in managing water
in a village or group of villages and
government may pay them through
annuity.

“Farmers maintain their
own irrigation tube-wells
quite well. But conditions of
government-managed
tube-wells and other ir-
rigation infrastructure
are not that good. My
ground experience
shows water cannot be
managed efficiently
unless we measure the
resources scientifi-
cally and put a
price on it,” said
Man Singh, scien-
tist and project
director, ICAR-
Indian Agricul-

tural Research lillzrycoumﬂélikelsm]:ﬂ
Institute. Singh MmmdMia'
aaic, oTime;has have national water laws
come to manage
water through a @ Primarily, water is a ‘State’
principle of  subjectinindia |Statesfreeto
‘measure and  deal with issues of water
treasure’.” supply, irrigation and canals,
and drainage embankments
in their own way
@ Centre can only regulate,
develop inter-state rivers
) @ Absence of concrete
wooes'b it regulatory regime leads to
of annual ground mismanagement of water
water recharge is resources

consumed in India.
While net ground
water availability

© Centre, however, assists
states in conservation, river

(extractable) per cleaning, building infra

year is 393 billion ® Centre can also deal with
cubic metres (BCM), issue under Environment

249 BCM is drawn for (Protection) AC‘L 1986 and
irriaation. d i Water (Pr and Control

in India, which is the largest user of
groundwater globally

atel
supply is serve
by groundwater

WATER LAWS AND BATTLES

Five tribunals are hearing
river water disputes

Krishna | Maha, K'taka, T°gana, AP

Graphic: Shailesh
Warang

Mahanadi |
Odisha, C'garh

For Cauvery, a tribunal has issued a final
award and Centre has set up a panel for
release of water as per orders. However,
the twa states still have differences on

In the city of ‘cursed
river’, water bodies
halve in 100 years

Abdul.Qadir
@timesgroup.com

egend has it that the

Falgu, a holy river for

both Hindus and Bud-

__4dhists that flows past

Gaya, lost its water after be-

ing cursed by Sita for lying to

Rama. Ever since, believers

say, the thirsty have had to

dig the river’s sandy surface
to reach the water.

The Falgu's curse has also
become a curse for Gaya. The
ancient town has no peren-
nial river and most
water bodies are
either encroached
upon or disappear-
ing.

“As all eight riv-
ers in the district
are seasonal,
groundwater sourc-
es are limited and
water table deple-
tion has reached
alarming levels,”
says Radhe Kant,
professor of geogra-
phy, Magadh Uni-
versity. “Nature has

been unkind to & W~

Gaya. Apart from
the rocky terrain,

of groundwater. “Being situ-
ated in south Bihar, Gaya has
hard rock-hased topography
which has the natural char-
acteristics of low water table
and requirement of more
water for recharge. Besides,
the number of rivers here is
less compared to north Bihar.
All such factors along with
reduction in annual rainfall
and high rate of extraction
of water have led to sharp fall
in groundwater level in re-
cent years,” Ghosh said.
Another activist, SB

Gaya's groundwater table has
the Falgu bed slopes historically been low, partly because
downward with little ©f south Bihar's hard rock terrain

scope for water re-
tention.”

According to the 1914 ca-
dastral survey reports, says
activist Brijnandan Pathak,
the number of water bodies in
Gaya town has nearly halved
from 50 a century ago. A shop-
ping complex now stands
where the famed Kathokar
Talab used to be, while Bania
Pokhar, Gangti Pokhar and
Railway Talab have become
residential colonies.

The decline in rainfall, its
changing pattern and near
total absence of winter rains,
too, have added to the woes.
Winter rain, which greatly
supplemented water table
earlier, is negligible now.

Ashok Kumar Ghosh,
chairman of Bihar State Pol-
lution Control Board and
water expert, attributes the
scarcity to both Gaya's topog-

Bhaskar, says mass construc-
tion of toilets under the
Swachh Bharat scheme has
also increased demand for
water. “When there is not
enough water to drink, how
they could waste 10 litres in
tflushing toilets,” says
Bhaskar about South Gaya
district, where water scarcity
is more pronounced.
However, Gaya district
magistrate Abhishek Singh
says the toilet design has
been tailored to be water-cf-
ficient. All efforts are being
made to meet the water re-
quirements, officials say.
Apart from the project to
bring Ganga water to Gaya
and store it in a 23-acre res-
ervoir, revival of water bod-
ies is also being undertaken.
Rainwater harvesting is one
method that has received se-
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NGT seeks Centre's response on
water supply in Rewari village ..

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

The National Green Tribunal

(NGT)..en. Monday: - seught
- response-from the: Centre

and others on a plea seeking

execution of its order to make -

arrangements for supplying
drinking water in a village in
Rewari district * as under-
ground water in the area was
contaminated. ;

A Bench comprising Jus-

tice Raghuvendra S Rathore

and expert member Siddhan-
ta Das issued notices to the
Ministry of Environment and
Forests, ' Central ' Ground
Water Authority, Haryana
State Pollution Control Board
and others. “Notice made
returnable  within  two
weeks,” the Bench said.

The tribunal was hearing a
plea filed by local resident
Raghunath Singh seeking

~ ground water in the area was

_that underground water was

Groundwater contaminated, tribunal had

ordered safe dnnklngwatersupply in Chlrhada
VILLAGER RED-FLAGGED ISSUE IN 2019 o

m The NGT had on May 13,
2019 directed the Central
Ground Water Authority
(CGWA) and the Haryana
State Pollution Control Board
to make arrangements for
supplying drinking water in
Rewari’s Chirhada village after
a plea alleged that under-

contaminated

m It passed the order after tak- -
ing note of a report filed by the
CGWA and Central Pollution
Control Board which revealed

indeed contaminated

m The tribunal was hearing
a plea filed by local resident
Raghunath Singh alleging

contaminated ground water -

m He had also sought action
against two industrial units in
the area for extracting ground-
water without permission and
restoration of the damaged

property or environment.

execution of the May 13,2019
order which directed the
Central Ground Water

Authority (CGWA) and the
Haryana State Pollution
Control Board to make

arrangements for supplying
drinking water in Chirhada
village of Rewaridistriet. .
“We: direct «CGWA ‘and
HSPCB to make complete
assessment of the affected
areas and - immediate
arrangement be made for
supplying drinking water to
the villages at the area in |
question. In case industrial
units are found to be respon-
sible for contamination of |
groundwater and air and
water pollution in the area,
action may be taken against
the units in accordance with
law;” the Bench had said.
Singh had sought direction ‘
to authorities to take appropri- |

-ate action with respect to the

management of the polluted
state ‘of groundwater and to
provide drinking water in
nearby villages. — PTI
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Ganga matter of falth &economy: Yogi Adityanath

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 27 JANUARY )«,

g

Launching the five day Ganga
Yatra from Bijnor , Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday said
river Ganga was both a mat-
ter of faith as well as the
backbone of economy (Ganga
aastha bhi hai aur arth
vyawastha bhi). The yatra
was launched by the chief min-
ister from Ganga barrage in
Bijnor after performing the
Ganga ‘aarti’.

A similar yatra was
launched by Governor
Anandiben Patel at around the
same time from Balliain east-

-

ern UP. Itis from here that the
river enters Bihar. Bijnor in
western UP was zeroed upon
by the chief minister for the
flagging off the yatra as it is
from here that theriver enters
the state from adjoining

Uttrakhand. Both Ganga the
yatras will culminate in Kan-
puronJanuary 31.Theintent
behind the yatra is to moti-
vate people to work for the
cleanliness and purity of the
river while simultaneously

ﬂ/of‘p/\/ EXPRECs - 28.01. 2020

ON A HIGH

7€ - 28

‘ ]ALSHAKI'I MINISl'RY'S tableau on Jal Jeevan Mission (JMM)

. isthe jointwinner for the best tableau award of Republic Day.

. Itshares the award with the National Disaster Response Force,

. whose tableau depicted humanitarian work by the force dur-

 ing calamities. The award is a boost for the newly-launched
JMM, which aims to provide functional household tap con-
nection to each rural household by 2024. ]MM comes under
the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation. It is the
third tableau from the same department in the last four years.
The department’s tableaus had showcased Swachh Bharat

Mission twice in recent years.

invoking the spiritual aspect
attached to Ganga.

-« While it has catered'to all
sections ofpeople withno dis-

- ‘crimination since thousands
. ofyears, the Ganga Basin has

the capacity to feed alarge sec-
tion of the world’s population.
He added farmers residing
alongthe stretch of the Ganga
basin benefit a lot from the
river. The CM said public
representatives and volunteers
will stay in the villages along
the stretch of the river and-
educate the people on mak-
ing the river clean, organis-

ing plantation campaignson'. |

the river bank and promot-
ing organic farming.
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Pioneer, Delhi‘\/

Veterans for Ganga revival drive

New Delhi: In an effort to revive
holy river Ganga, a group of cit-
izens including veterans have
come together and prepared a
blueprint of a movement in
this regard through a walk
named ‘Mundaman Ganga
Parikrama’

The group, under the aegis
of Atulya Ganga, has written a
letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in this regard
seeking an appointment. They
will also meet Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari. The proposed
walk or ‘parikrama’ envisages

circumnavigation of river Ganga
from Haridwar-Gomukh to
Gangasagar and then back to
Haridwar, organisers of the walk
said here on Monday.

They are planning to visit
two lakh schools situated on the
Ganga’s banks and organise over
200 public meetings during the
‘parikrama, expected to com-
mence in August this year, to
motivate the villagers to take the
responsibility towards Ganga
and its revival — and in turn
save their own future. Along the
route, they will map the river on

pollution levels and a final
report will be submitted to the
Prime Minister’s office and con-
cerned Ministry once the
‘parikrama’ ends. This data will
be an available year on year —
at the same place — so that
everyone can check the improve-
ments made — and in turn to fix
the accountability ofresources
being spent by various stake-
holders of the project. The team
is calling on people across the
river belt, the whole of India and
the world at large — to partici-
pate in the walk. PNS
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