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GOOD TIDINGS FOR FARM SECTOR

Above-normal
rain in most of

India:

Says 929%0 chances of
normal-to-excess rains;
inflation concern ebbs

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, May 27

THE INDIAMETEOROLOGICAL Department
(IMD) on Monday reiterated its earlier fore-
cast of ‘above normal’ monsoon rainfall at
106%0 of benchmark average during June-
Septemberthisyearwith 92%b chances of the
rainsbeing in the “normal-to-excess”range.

Though the Metdepartmentseesasome-
what skewed pattern of rain distribution,
with some of the paddy-growing areas in
eastandnorthIndia poised to receive below-
normal rains, the mostly rain-fed “monsoon
core zone” in central India has been pre-
dicted to witness above-normal precipita-
tion.Thisaugurswell for the agriculture sec-
tor which saw a 4.4% annual decline in
output (gross value added) in the 2023-24
crop year (July-June), after a steady rise wit-
nessed for six straight years.

The IMD stated that conditions are likely
to become favourable formonsoon onset over
Kerala during the next five days.

The IMD's prediction also comes as a
breather as a prolonged scorching summer
would have adverselyaffected economicactiv-
ities and posed a renewed risk of sticky infla-
tion. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had said
initsAprilbulletinthatextremeweatherevents
may posearisktothecountry’sinflationin the
nearterm,alongwith geopolitical tensionsthat
could keep crude oil prices “volatile™

Retail inflation in March eased to 4.85%
afteraveraging 5.1%0in January-March. Food
inflation, despite some signs of moderation,
remains elevated and a potential source of
risk to the disinflation trajectory.
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~2nd long range forecast, *LPA (long period
average) is average annual rainfall (87cm)
recorded between 1971-2020, 26%-104% of LPA
considered 'normal', <?6% is 'below normal’, <20%
is 'deficient’, >104% is 'above normal’, >110% plus
is 'excess’, monsoon season (June-Sept), India
Meteorological Department (IMD)

In terms of regional distribution, the IMD
said that'above-normal'rainfall is expected
“over southern peninsula and central India
while northwest India is expected to get'nor-
mal'precipitation”.

However, the north-eastern region and
parts of Odisha,West Bengal,Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh may get 'below-normal' rain-
fall, Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, director-gen-
eral, IMD, said.
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Met dept retains forecast
of above- normal rainfall
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farmland depends on moensoon
rains for cultivation of kharif

crops — paddy, pulses and
pilseeds. In addition, adequate
monseon rinsalso provide suf-
of the rabi or winter crops —
wheat, pulses and oilseeds.

Sources said prospects of
higher output of rice and sugar
due to surplus monsoon rains
may allow the government to
relax curbs of exports of these
commoxdities.

Theabowe-normal monsoon
rains are expected to boost the
water levelsin the country’s 150
major reservoirs which accord-
ing to the Central Water Com-
mission have dipped 33 weeks
ina row due to patchy monsoon
rain last year, scanty rainfall in
winter months and prolonged
heatwavesin several partsof the
country. Currently, the reser-
voirs capacityisfilled up to 24%
of their capacities.

Robust monsoon could also
have a positive impact on ruml
consumption demand, which
has remained tepid for several
guartersand isbelieved tobe on
the cuspofrevival.

Stating that a normal mon-

sponisanecessary condition for
regular kharif crops, Madan
Sabnawis, chief economist, Bank
of Baroda, had stated, “We need
to observe and study how the
rminfall plays out post June”
Monsoon rainfall wasbelow
normal’ and patchy last year,
although the weather depart-
ment initially predicted it to be
normal. In the previous year
(2022), the annual phenome-
non caused above- normal mins,
Initssecond long range fore-
cast, precipitation during the
fortheoming monsoon season is
likely to be 106% of the bench

mark long period average (LPA)

wrﬂ'hanamrageermmmgmnf
+[- 4% same as stated in the
first forecast last month, the
MDD said. Private weather fore-
caster 'ikymet last month had
predicted ‘normal’ monsoon
rainfall in the mnge of 102%of
the LPA.<Rainfallinthe range of
96-104% of LPA is considered
“normal™and 105-1 100 above
normal' The LPAis ain-
fall received during 1971-2020
at 87 centimetres

Stating that a transition
fromn El Nino to meurtral is immmi-
nent, La Mina conditions, which
hxmwuqmmnfrmmreﬁkd?

ITHITS00N SEAS0M O MHNS O0C3-
sions when La Nina followed an
El Nino event.

The overall rminfall during
June-September last year was
‘below nocmal’ at 94% of the
LPA. In terms of monthly distri-
bution, the rainfall over the
countrywas 91%of LPAIn June,
113% ol LPAInN July, 64 %ol LPA
in August and 113% of LPAIn

September.
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Remal fury leaves six dead in Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 26 MAY

Cyclone Remal claimed six
lives, including one uncon-
firmed so far, ravaging sever-
al districts in south Bengal,
mainly South 24-Parganas,
North 24-Parganas, East Mid-
napore, Howrah, Hooghly
and East Bardhaman since
Sunday night. Many mud-
thatched-houses in lingalganj,
Tharkhali, Bakkhali Frazer-
ganj and Gosaba in the coastal
belts of Gangelic West Ben-
gal were also damaged.

With a wind speed of
around 130 kmph the severe
cyclone had a landfall at
Mongla between
the coastal I::ealltnia ar island
in'West Bengal :
in Bangladesh arﬂunz 11pm
on Sunday.

The six victims of the
cyclone include four men and
a 80-year-old woman., The
first victim was reported in
Kolkata when a man died of
hisinjurics afterawall collapsed
due to the heavy shower on
Sunday night ai the Bibir
Bagan area of Entally in the

central part of the city.

Rools of thatched huts
were blown away, uprooted
trees blocked roads in Caleutta
as well as in the coastal dis-
tricts, and electricity poles
were knocked down causing
significant power disruption
in various parts of the state,
includingin the city's outskirts,
according to officials ofthe state
disaster management depart-
menl.

Around 1,200 electric poles,
including 300in South 24-Par-
FANasWereu by Remal.
More than 300 huts in Sun-
darbans were also badly dam-
aged since Sunday, according
to the officials. The state gov-

emmenl evacualed more than
one lakh people [rom vul-
nerable areas mainly in the
Sundarbans ahead of the
cyclone's landfall.

The chief minister Mama-
La Banerjee has asked the stale
chief secretary B P Gopalika
o preparea detailed reporton
casualties and damages of
cyclone. Inher Xhandle Miss
Banerjee has assured Lo give
monelary compensation of
Rs 2 lakh to the family mem-
bers of the deceased.

Several pockets in Bally-
gunge, Park Circus, Dhakuria
and Alipore in South Calcut-
ta, Behala in the West and Col-

lege Street, Thanthania Kali
Rari, CR Avenue and Sinthiin
the northern part of the city
and Shibpur, Salkia, Kadamta-
la, Tikiapara, Ramrajatala, in
the Howrah Municipal Cor-
poration (TTMC) arca remsained
waterlogged since Sunday
nightbecause ofheavy down-
pour. Suburban Lrain servic-
es from the Sealdah terminal
station were also partially
suspended for at least three
hours, adding to commuters’

Flight services at the Cal-
cutta airport resumed on
Monday moming after remain-
ingsuspended for 21 hoursin
view of Cyclone Remal. Air-
portsources, however, sabd it
will take some more time for
the situation to become nor-
mal.

Inalaterupdate today, the
Alipore Met ollice said *Remal’
weakened into a cyclonic
storm at5.30a.m.on Monday,
about 70 km northeast of
Canning and 30km west-
southwest of Mongla. The
sysiem is likely to gradually
weaken further.
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City in troubled waters

Delhi targeted summer 18 Supply {in mgd)
water supply: 1,000mgd M Shartfall (in mod)

May 25

May 26 _ IEEE 30. ﬁs
May 27 96616 EE)]

Residents at tail end
of water pipelines
hit by drop in supply

Paras Singh

parasihindustantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: Amid an intense
heatwave and record tempera-
tures in Delhi, water supply hit a
season-low on Monday, with the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) supplying
only 966.16mgd (million gallons
a day), which was below the
usual supply of 1.000mgd by
33.84mgd, according to DJB.

Residents in parts of central,
north and south Delhi areas,
such as Vasant Kunj, Model
Town, Ti r, Yamuna Vihar,
Hauz Khas, Preet Vihar, Shrini-
waspuri, Kishangarh, West Patel
Nagar, Molarband and Lado
Sarai complained of shortage.

A senior DJB official, not
wanting to be named, cited the
low level of the Yamuna at Wazi-
rabad Pond. “We also faced
power failure at the Sonia Vihar
water treatment plant and there
was complete power failure
between 11.20am and 12.20pm,”
the official said.

The Wazirabad Barrage in
north Delhi forms the primary
holding area where raw water is
lifted for the Wazirabad and
Chandrawal treatment plants,
but dwindling water levels have
impacted areas that feed these
plants, The Wazirabad plant is
fed by the Yamuna and carrier-
lined canal from Haryana and
usually supplies around 134mgd
to the north and eentral Delhi
areas. However, the current pro-
duction is at 110mgd. The Sonia
Vihar facility, which is fed by the
Upper Ganga Canal, usually sup-
plies 143mgd to east and parts of

south Delhi. The production
here fell to 131mgd.

DJE on Monday recorded 980
water-related complaints on its
helpline, of which 714 were
ahout zero water supply.

Vasant Kunj, which is located
at the tail-end of the supply net-
work, has been facing a water
shortage over the past week,
with the situation gradually wor-
sening, according to residents.

Rajesh Panwar, who heads
the federation Vasant Kunj resi-
dents’ welfare associations, said
that the supply over the past 10
days has been going down and
currently, almost all sectors (A,
B, Cand D) are facing a shortage.

Sandip Jadav, a resident of
West Patel Nagar, said the even-
ing supply has currently ceased
due to the shortage. “The water
comes hardly for 5 to 10 minutes
and it is simply not sufficient to
cater to our needs, What is the
point of excess treatment if peo-
ple are not getting water at the
end?" Jadav said.

Dwarka to face cut

DJB on Monday said that water
supply to the Dwarka sub-city
and surrounding areas would be
impacted from 10am on May 29
to 10am on May 30, for shifting a
water pipeline valve.

“(Water supply will be
impacted) Due to shifting of
200mm air valves... affected
areas include Dwarka sub-city,
Mahavir Enclave, Vijay Enclave,
Uttam Nagar, Madhu Vihar ,
Sagar Pur, Raj Nagar Chanakya
Place and adjoining areas,” an
advisory said.
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