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TS OBJECTS TO
CENTRE FUNDING
VELIGONDA DAM

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 27

The state government
objected to the Centre
considering the
Veligonda irrigation proj-
ect being constructed by
the AP government for
funding during 2021-26
under the PMKSY-AIBP
(Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchai Yojana-
Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Programme).

The government wrote
to the Centre on Friday
stating that the project
was categorised as “unap-
proved” in the recent
gazette which brought all
irrigation projects on the
Krishna and Godavari
under the jurisdiction of
river management
boards. The government
urged the Centre to verify
whether an  “unap-
proved” project is eligible
for funding.

In the letter to the Jal
Shakti ministry, TS irri-
gation Engineer-in-Chief
C. Muralidhar, stated: “It
is also learnt that physi-
cal monitoring of this
proposed project is to be
completed by August 27,
2021 and report to be
made available by
September 3, 2021.”

The government said
the project was taken up
by the erstwhile AP gov-
ernment based on sur-
plus waters of the
Krishna, and does not
have clearance from the
Central Water Comm-
ission nor water alloca-
tion from the Krishna
Waters Dispute Tribunal-
1 (KWDT).
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TN moves top court for rejection
of DPR on Mekedatu project

Says project is violation of

Cauvery Tribunal award

NEW DELHI, DHNS

amil Nadu on Friday ap-
Tproached the Supreme

Court for a direction to
the Central Water Commis-
sion to reject and return the
detailed project report for the
proposed Mekedatu balancing
reservoir-cum-drinking water
project filed by Karnataka on
January 18, 2019.

In a fresh application, the
state governmentasked thetop
courttorestrain the Ministryof
Environment and Forest and
its agencies from entertaining
any application for clearance
relating to the Mekedatu pro-
ject.

The planning of the Meka-
datu project by Karnataka with
acapacityof 67.16 TMC frand
generation of 400 MW pow-

er at a cost of about Rs 9,000
crores is in gross violation of
the decision of Cauvery Water
isputes Tribunal (Tribunal) of
February05,2007 asaffirmed
bythis courtinits judgment on
February16, 2018, itsaid.

TamilNadu claimed that the
projectwaslocated in Cauvery
Wildlife Sanctuary and a Re-
serve Forest. “The contem-
plation of the project is also
in utter disregard to the final
adjudication rendered by the
Tribunal as modified by this
court,"itsaid.

Further, the proposed pro-
ject would affect the flow of
the river Cauvery considera-
bly and will severely affect the
irrigation in Cauvery basin of

Tamil Nadu, it submitted in its
plea.

“The State of Karnataka
unilaterally and contrary to
the judgment of this court,
sent a feasibility report of the
Mekedatu project to Central
Water Commission (CWC),
which proceeded to entertain
the proposal,”itsaid

The proposed reservoir
would result in impounding
the flows generated in river
Cauvery from the uncon-
trolled catchment of Kabini
sub-basin downstream of Ka-
binireservoir, the catchment of
Cauvery river downstream of
KRS dam, uncontrolled flows
from Shimsha, Arkavathy and
Suvarnavathy sub-basins and

various other small streams,
which are the sources to en-
sure177.25 TMCat Billigundlu,
itsaid.

The proposed construction
by Karnataka would have a
cascading effect on the daily
and monthly inflows during
the crucial months of June to
September resulting in preju-
dicing the livelihood of lakhs
of inhabitants of Tamil Nadu,
itsaid.

Further, any new scheme
contemplated should be tak-
en up only with the consent
of the other basin States as
they are vitally affected by the
unilateral action of the upper
riparian state, the application
said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Herald- 28- August-2021

CM for overhauling

of interstate water
dispute cell

Tells legal team to
be proactive and get
quick results

v

NEW DELHI, DHNS

Chief Minister Basava-
raj Bommai has asked
Karnataka’s legal team
dealing with interstate water
disputes to make proper legal
strategies so that the state gets
reliefin various cases.

Expressing unhap-
piness over the slow
progress of pending
cases, the chief minis-
ter said he wants the
legal team to be more
proactive and should
work towards getting
quick results.

He assured of over-
hauling the inter-state water
dispute cell in the state with
moretechnical experts.

The CM said hewould closely
monitor the casescomingupin
the Supreme Court and follow
themup.

He held a meeting with the
Karnataka legal team, which
represents the state in inter-
state water dispute cases both
in Supreme Court and Tribu-
nals, in the national capital on
Thursday.

Heclearlydirected themthat
only senior counsels should
appear for all interstate wa-
ter disputes. Also, he said that
no casual approach would be
brooked about the state cases,
sourcestold DH.

The chief minister assured
themof providing the best tech-
nical assistance from the state
to fight on behalf of the state.
The legal team should monitor
how Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh fight cases in courts,
the sources said.

According to the sources, he
also said he would personally
monitor the activities
of thelegal teamandre-
view their performance
regularly.

Water Resources
Minister Govind Kar-
jol, Advocate General
Prabhuling K Navadgi,
and senior officials of
the Water Resources De-
partment and advocates from
the legal team were present in
the meeting.

Karnataka legal team com-
prises nearly adozen advocates
who fight cases in Supreme
Courtand Tribunalsrepresent-
ing different inter-state water
disputes.

The state has long-drawn
battles with neighbouring states,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Goa and Maharashtra on shar-
ing of water of various rivers.
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Mekedatu: TN moves apex
court to restrain Karnataka

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

TAMIL Nadu has approached the Su-
preme Court seeking directions to
restrain Karnataka from going
ahead with any activity with regard
to the proposed construction of a
reservoir at Mekedatu
across the Inter-State river
Cauvery.

In its plea, the Tamil
Nadu Government has ar-

Q

Court is to ensure that the pattern of
the release of water to the down-
stream State to meet the irrigation
interests are not jeopardized,” the
plea stated. It also stated that the pro-
posed reservoir would result in im-
pounding the flows generated in
River Cauvery from the un-
controlled catchment of Ka-
bini sub-basin downstream
of Kabini reservoir, the
catchment of Cauvery river

gued that planning of the A::n':z:;f::;:e downstream of KRS dam,
Mekadatu project by State  gpoyidbetaken Uncontrolled flows from
of Karnataka with a capac- yponlywiththe Shimsha, Arkavathy and
ity of 67.16 TMC ft. and gen-  consentofthe = Suvarnavathy sub-basins
eration of 400 MW power at otherbasinStates and various other small
a cost of about Rs. 9000 astheyarevitally streams, which are the
crores is in gross violation  affectedbythe  goyurces to ensure 177.25
of the decision of Cauvery unilateralaction i 4¢ Billigundlu.

Water Disputes Tribunal. Plea “Any new scheme contem-

“Karnataka will appro-
priate the waters to the
maximum extent using the addition-
al storage thereby, depriving the low-
er riparian State of its due share,
which is the past experience of
Tamil Nadu. Entire object and in-
tendment of the final decision of the
Tribunal as modified by this Hon’ble

plated should be taken up

only with the consent of the
other basin States as they are vitally
affected by the unilateral action of
the upper riparian State. The pro-
posed project would affect the flow of
the river Cauvery and will severely
affect the irrigation in Cauvery ba-
sin of TN,” the plea stated.



Cauvery authority can’t discuss Mekedatu issue since it’s sub judice, says minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

MINISTER for Water Resourc-
es Durai Murugan on Friday
said the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority (CWMA)
“cannot” and “should not™ dis-
cuss Karnataka’s demand for
constructing a dam at Meke-
datu on the Cauvery when it
meets next week. He said the
matter is subjudice as petitions
filed by the Tamil
Nadu government are
pending before the Su-
preme Court.
Responding to con-
cerns expressed by
leaders of all parties
in the State Assembly
that the Centre might

taka in the matter, the
minister indicated
that the State would strongly
oppose any attempt by CWMA
to discuss the Mekedatu
issue.

“When the Tamil Nadu dele-
gation recently met Union Jal
Sakthi Minister Gajendrasingh
Shekhawat in New Delhi, he
had categorically said that the
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
submitted by Karnataka would
not be accepted until lower

ASSEMBLY
be favouring Karna- TIME

riparian states — Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Puducherry —
gave their consent. But now, the
CWMA will meet next week
and there are reports that the
Mekedatu issue is going to be
discussed; its shocking,” the
minister said.

Durai Murugan also pointed
out that “CWMA has no juris-
diction over issues like con-
structing a dam at Mekedatu.
There is no basis for discussing
such issues in the
CMWA because the
petition filed by the
Tamil Nadu govern-
ment regarding the
Mekedatu issue is
pending before the Su-
preme Court. So, the
Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority
cannot discuss the
Mekedatu issue since
it is subjudice. The issue can-
not be and should not be raised
at the Authority meeting. This
is the categorical stand of
Tamil Nadu.”

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion O Panneerselvam said that
the government should consult
all political parties on the latest
developments on the Mekedatu
issue and take a decision on the
future course of action.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 27 AUGUST

he Tamil Nadu gov-

ernment has moved

the Supreme Court

seeking to restrain
Karnataka from proceeding
with any activity regarding
the proposed construction
of a reservoir at Mekedatu
across the Inter-State Cau-
very river.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment in its plea stated that
the planning of the Mekedatu
project by Karnataka with a
capacity of 67.16 TMC ft.
and generation of 400 MW
power at a cost of about Rs.
9000 crores is in gross vio-
lation of the decision of Cau-
very Water Disputes Tri-
bunal.

The petition said that the
entire object and intend-
ment of the final decision of

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Statesman- 28- August-2021

TNmoves SCtostopK'takafrom
advancing Mekedatuproject

Pleahassoughtdirectionsto the CentralWater Commission toreject

the tribunal as modified by
the top courtis to ensure that
the pattern of the release of
water to the downstream
State to meet the irrigation
interests are not jeopardized.

The State of Karnataka
unilaterally and contrary to
the judgment of this court,
sent a Feasibility Report of
the Mekedatu project to Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWQ), the petition said
adding that the CWC which
is theimplementing agency,
is bound to honour the judge-
ment, but instead proceed-
ed to entertain the propos-
al.

“The proposed construc-
tion by Karnataka would
have a cascading effect on the
daily and monthly inflows
during the crucial months of
June to September as stipu-
lated in the Final Order of the
Tribunal as affirmed by this

Court resulting in prejudic-
ing thelivelihood oflakhs of
inhabitants of Tamil Nadu
depending on the flows from
the upstream in Karnataka,”
the plea said.

It said that any new
scheme contemplated should
be taken up only with the con-
sent of the other basin States
as they are vitally affected by
the unilateral action of the
upper riparian State.

The plea has sought direc-
tions to the Central Water
Commission to reject and
return the Detailed Project
Report for the proposed
Mekedatu Balancing Reser-
voir cum Drinking Water
Project filed by Karnataka.

It has also sought to
restrain the Ministry of Envi-
ronment & Forests and its
agencies from entertaining
any application for clear-
ance relating to the Mekedatu

Project.

Accordingto the plea, the
proposed reservoir would
result in impounding the
flows generated in Cauvery
river from the uncontrolled
catchment of Kabini sub-

basin downstream of Kabi- _

ni reservoir, the catchment
of Cauvery river downstream
of Krishna Raja Sagara dam,
uncontrolled flows from
Shimsha, Arkavathy and
Suvarnavathy sub-basins
and various other small
streams, which are the sources
to ensure 177.25TMC at Bil-
ligundlu.

The petition stated that
the proposed project would
affect the flow of the river
Cauvery considerably and will
severely affect the irrigation
in Cauvery basin of Tamil
Nadu.

If any new storage struc-
ture is permitted to be con-

structed by Karnataka, the
applicant State will not be able
to get its due share of water
as per monthly schedule
even in normal years and
more so in deficit years, the
plea said.
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