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1S urges KRMB
to furnish data

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana once again re-
quested the Krishna
River Management
Board (KRMB) to furnish
required data for formu-
lation of rule curves for
Srisailam and Nagarjuna
Sagar reservoirs at the
earliest to examine and
express views on the
draft rule curves with
basic inputs.

In a letter to the Board
chairman, Telangana Ir-
rigation and Command
Area Development De-
partment Engineer-in-

Chief (General) C Mu-
ralidhar recalled that
similar requests were
made to the Board to fur-
nish data.

He said that in the gist
of second River Manage-
ment Committee meet-
ing conducted on May 30,
2022, it was clearly men-
tioned that rule curves
have been prepared in-
corporating provisions of
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal Award, techni-
cal advisory committee
approved notes for vari-
ous components and
inter-State agreement on
Chennai water supply.
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DRAMATIC CLIMATE CHANGE

World’s rivers, canals and
reservoirs are turning to dust

It will have profound economic
impact in the long run, say

climate experts
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R’:ﬂ's;’rmﬁﬂmglnh«: aredisappearing.
Fromthe UStoltaly toChina, waters
ave receded, leaving nothing but har-
ren banks of silt and cozing, muddied sand.
Canals are empty. Reservoirs have turned
tercdust.

The world is fully in the grip of accelerat-
ing elimate change, and it has a profound
economic impact. Losing waterways means
aseripusrisk toshipping routes, agriculture,
encrgy supplies —even drinking water,

Rivers that have been eritical tocommerce
for centuries are now shrivelled, threatening
theglobal moverment of chemicals, fuel, food
and other commoditias.

The Rhine —apillar of the German, Dutch
and Swisscconomics—has beenvirtual lvim-
passable at times in recent weels. The Dan-
ube, which windsitsway LB0O miles {rough-
Ly 2,800 kilometres) through central Europe
tothe Black Sea, isgummed uproo. Trade on
Europe’s rivers and canals contributesabout
580 billion to the region’s economy just asa
modeof transport.

I China, an extreme summer has taken
a toll on Asia’s longest river, the Yangtze.
Diminished water levels have hobbled elec-
ricity generation at many key hydropow-
er plants. Mega cities including Shanghai
are turning off lights to curb power use,
and Tesla Inc has warned of disruptions in
the supply chain for its local plant. Toyota
Motor Corp and Contem porary Amperex
Technology Co, theworld s top maker of bat-
teries for electric vehicles, have shuttered
factories.
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Drought plaguing the Colorado River—a
source of water for 40 million people be-
pween Denver and Los Angeles—has gorien
so extreme that a second round of drastie
water cuts are hitting Arizona, Nevada, and
Mexico. The river and itstributaries irrigate
about 4,5 million acres of land, generatng
about $1.4 wrillion a vear in agricultural and
economic benefits,

The retreating waters of the US South-
westare exposing dead bodies and dinosaur
footprints that had been submerged for per-
haps millions of vears.

Why are rivers shrinking?

The reasons global waterways have dried
to atrickle are complex, There's the impact
of the weather-roiling La Nina. prolonged
drought in many regions and also simple
bad luck. But the biggest driver underpin-
ning the shift is climare change.

“It's a combination of many factorslead-
ing to this particularlyextreme event,” said
Deanie] Swain, a climatologistat the Univer-
ity of California Los Angeles.

“But there ig clearly a role for climate
change, which made multiple underlving,
record-breaking, and in some cases, re-
cord-shattering heat waves dramatically
more likely.”

The Earth's rising temperatures have
meant mountain ranges are getting less
snow, leaving less water to flow down to
streams in summer during the melt, said
Isla Simpson, a scientist at the National
Center for Atmospheric Research in Boul-
der, Colorado.

Mountain snow is nature's reservoir,
‘WhensnowTallsdwindle, thesource of many
rivers — from the US to China to Europe to
the Middle East— vanishes, said Swain of
UCLA.

A photo taken on August 4, 2022,
Shows the dry bed of Brenets Lake In
Switzerland. wrr
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IMPACT

® Less water across the continent
results in lower hydroelectric
output

m Crop yields have been reduced
with maize, soybeans, potato and
sunflowers hardest hit

mMany municipalities in France and
Spain face drinking water crisis

| Many German factories may halt
production as Rhine water level
goes below normal level

® River's plunging water levels are
alsa hitting coal and oil transpart in
the Metherlands

m Portugal's drought promots water
price rise, street-cleaning ban

B Dry summer squeezes French Alps
cheese as cows yield less milk

»

“The lossofsnowand mountain glaciers in
the Alpshas been extraordinary this summer
as well, shocking even seasoned climatolo-
gists and glaciologisrs,” Swain said.

Then there is La Nina, a cooling of the
equatorial Pacific Ocean that upsets global
weather patterns, bringing heavy rains to
someareasanddrought toothers, The world
isinits secondstraight LaNina, and theodds
are rising 2022 will see another one.

“The ongoing and strong La Ninaconnects
the drowghts and low river flows in North
America, Europe, Middle East and thesouth-
ern hemisphere,” said Richard Seager. a re-
search professor at Columbia Unversaty's
Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory.

The world's hotter temperatures also
mean that waterways are literally evaporat-
ing away, Oras Seager purs it. the warming
atmosphere “issucking more moisture from
the land surface.”
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Water level in Ganga crosses danger mark in Varanasi

OUR CORRESPONDENT

VARANASI: Water level in
the Ganga crossed the danger
mark in Varanasi on Saturday,
inundating many agricultural
and residential areas on the
banks of the holy river and its
tributaries.

The district administra-
tion, in a statement, said that
18 municipal wards and more
than 80 villages have been
affected by the floods in Ganga
and its tributary Varuna in the
district and 228.69 hectares of
crops have been damaged in

the district. According to the
Central Water Commission,
the water level of the Ganga

crossed the danger mark of

71.26 meters and reached 71.50
meters by 10 am on Saturday.

Sud-divisional magistrate
{Sadar) Hansika Dixit said that
68 villages of Varanasi Sadar
have been affected by the floods
and as many as 10,104 flood
victims have been shifted to 18
reliet camps. The Varanasi dis-
trict has three tehsils - Sadar,
Pindra and Rajatalab.

All necessary arrange-
ments have been made to pro-

vide food and other necessities,
the SDM said, adding that the
teams of the district adminis-
tration are continuously patrol-
ling the affected areas to assist
the trapped people.

The SDM said that along
with relief material and medi-
cal facilities, “dignity kits” con-
sisting of sanitary kits as well as
soap etc. are being distributed
to the women.

Nandlal, a resident of
Nagwa, said that flood water
has entered his house and he
has shifted his family members
and valuables to the houses of

his relatives in the safer area,
while he has taken shelter in
a nearby house located at a
height.

There is also an increased
risk of diseases because of flood
waters, he feared. Rajan, a resi-
dent of Parshupur of Rajatalab
tehsil said that the flood water
has entered the agriculture
fields in his village.

“About 15 bighas of paddy
crop of Parshupur village have
been submerged in water. If
water remains in the fields for
a few days, then the crop will
be spoiled,” he feared.
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