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WATER LEVELS IN
YAMUNA DIP, HIT
REGULAR SUPPLY
TO SEVERAL AREAS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A nearly three-foot
drop below normal in the water
level of the Yamuna at the Wazira-
bad barrage has reduced the water
output by at least 15%, impacting
supply to several parts of the city,
officials said on Monday.

The barrage serves areas in
north, south and central Delhi, As
on Monday evening, the water
level at the Wazirabad barrage
hovered around 671.8 feet against
a normal level of 674.5ft, accord-
ing to Delhi Jal Board (DJB) offi-
cials.

Issuing an advisory on Sunday.
the board said some areas may
receive water at a low pressure,
These areas include Delhi gate,
Maodel Town, Jahangirpuri, Mool
chand, Greater Kailash, and
Maijnu ka Tila, the advisory said.

A senior DJB official said the
drop in water level started from
Saturday, reducing by 15-20% the
operational cutput of the Wazira-
bad water treatment plant. “The
water levels started going down
from Saturday last week and they
have reached around 6718 feet.
Even though the situation is under
control, we have sent an SOS letter
to Haryana Irrigation Department
as further reduction in water levels
may kead to a water supply crisis,”
the official said. According to DJB,
the Wazirabad barrage after 1965
recorded its lowest ever water
level at 6671t on July 16, 2021,

Though Delhi, like other
regions, is witnessing a premature
rise in temperatures, Yamuna wit-
nesses frequent spells of low water
levels during the summer months,
Delhi primarily gets 40% of its raw
water from the Yamuna, released
by Harvana, and the rest from the
Ganga, through UP, and Bhakra
Nangal dam from Punjab. The
Wazirabad barrage forms the pri-
mary holding area from where
raw water is lifted to the Wazira-
bad and Chandrawal treatment
plants.

The water problem, officials
said, is restricted to the Wazirabad
WTP at the moment. However, if
the trend continues, WTFPs at
Chandrawal and Okhla may be hit,
a DJB official said.

“The areas which may get low
pressure water supply include
areas around Delhi gate, Subhash
Park, Model Town, Gulabi Bagh,
Punjabi Bagh, Jahangirpuri,” the
DJE advisory said.
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Water runs low in main
dams as summer nears

TS government to focus on providing drinking water first

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 27

With the water level in
major irrigation projects
on the Krishna and
Godavari coming down
ahead of summer, the gov-
ernment is  working
towards ensuring that
there is adequate drinking
water supply.

Irrigation officials have
been asked to give prefer-
ence to drinking water
supply over irrigation.
They were also instructed
to maintain minimum
draw down levels (MDD-
Ls) in all major projects
and reservoirs so that
Mission Bhagiratha is not
affected.The situation in
Nagarjunasagar is worse
than in Srisailam on the
Krishna river. Both these
projects play a key role in
ensuring Krishna water
supply to Hyvderabad and
south Telangana.

Nagarjunasagar’'s full
reservoir level (FRL) is 590
ft and gross storage capac-
ity is 312 thousand million
cubic feet. As on February
27, water stood at 550 ft
and storage was 209.78

Nagarjunasagar

590-ft: Full reservoir level (FRL)
312 TMCs: Gross storage capacity
550-ft: Water level on Feb. 27
209.78 TMCs: Storage on Feb. 27

Srisailam

885 ft: Full reservoir level (FRL)
215 TMCs: Gross storage capacity
824-ft: Water level on Feb. 27

43 TMCs: Storage on Feh. 27

Sri Ram Sagar Project (SRSP)

1,091-ft: Full reservoir level (FRL)
90.31 TMCs: Gross storage capacity
1,077-ft: Water level on Feb. 27 -
46.45 TMCs: Storage on Feb.

27

IRRIGATION PROJECTS IN STATE

® STEADY
DECLINE in water
reserves due to
hydel power
generation for the
past few months.

29,241 cusecs
released from
Nagarjunasagar
on Monday for

. hydel power.
4,599 cusecs
released from
Srisailam project
on Monday for
hydel power.

TMCs, against 572 ft and
263 tmc ft the same day
last year.

Srisailam had water at
824 ft and storage was 43
tme ft. This was better
than a year ago, when the
project had water at 803 ft
and storage was 30 tmec ft.

Both the projects have
witnessed steady decline
in reserves as both Telugu
states have been releasing
water to generate electric-
ity despite a request not to

do so by the Krishna River
Management Board.

On Monday, 29,241 cusecs
were released downstream
from Nagarjunasagar and
4,599 cusecs from Srisa-
ilam for hydel generation.

The water reserves in Sri
Ram Sagar Project (SRSP),
known to be the lifeline of
North Telangana region,
has also dipped over last
year.

The SRSPs FRL is 1,091 ft
and capacity 90.31 tmc ft.

On Monday, the dam had
water at 1,077 ft and stor-
age at 46.45 tme ft. This is
lower than last year's 1,081
ft and 56 tmc ft.

With predictions that
this summer could wit-
ness severe heat condi-
tions when compared with
previous years, the state
government asked offi-
cials to monitor water lev-
els in projects regularly to
ensure adequate reserves
for drinking water supply.
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36% rain deficit, HP readies
for looming water scarcity

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, FEBRUARY 27
With the hill state witnessing
a deficit rainfall this winter
season, the government has
pressed the alert button over
an impending water crisis.
The departments con-
cerned have been told to
chalk out a strategy to miti-
gate the drought-like situa-
tion the state is currently
experiencing. The deputy
commissioners have been

PUT ON ALERT

B Dept heads told to chalk
out a strategy to mitigate
droughtlike conditions

B DCstold to preserve and
rejuvenate traditional water
bodies like baolis, ponds

told to preserve and rejuve-
nate traditional water bodies
like baolis and ponds.In a
review meeting on the mat-
ter today, which was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

36% rain deficit, HP preps up for looming..

chaired by Chief Secretary
Prabodh  Saxena and
attended by heads of sever-
al departments and deputy
commissioners (via video-
conferencing), the general
consensus was that the sit-
uation was not worrisome
as of now, but it could
“become challenging in
April and May if the dry
spell continues”.

The state witnessed an
overall rain deficiency of 36
per cent from January 1 to
February 27. The most
affected districts are Solan
(67 per cent deficient rain),
Mandi (60 per cent),

Bilaspur (53 per cent) and
Hamirpur (45 per cent).
The maximum crop loss
due to dry weather was
reported from Solan (Rs 36
crore). “The overall crop
loss has been pegged at Rs
75 crore till January 10,”
said an official of the Agri-
culture Department.

As of now, water schemes
have not been affected
much. “Of over 10,000 water
schemes, only 10-12 are fac-
ing crisis. This could change
ifrain continues to elude the
state,” said an official.

To mitigate the effects of
the dry spell, Saxena has

directed the Jal Shakti
Department to complete
work on 12 water schemes,
which are nearing comple-
tion, in a month.

The Chief Secretary also
issued directions to the for-
est officials to keep their
men and machinery ready
to handle the possible for-
est fires in the summer sea-
son. “The departments
should work closely with
the State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority and be
ready to take timely action
to handle adversities that
may arise due to the dry
spell,” said Saxena.



STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

In order to keep track of
water levels and inflows
into all major dams and
reservoirs across Telangana
through real-time input
alerts, the State government
is taking steps to speed up
the process of installing sen-
sor-based Decision Support
Systems (DSS) in all its irri-
gation projects and pump
houses.

A total of 77 projects, 75
pump houses and ponds will
be connected with the DSS.
According to Irrigation De-
partment officials, the DSS
has been successfully func-
tioning at the Kaleshwaram
project and is helping offi-
cials know about real-time
data of water inflows and
outflows in reservoirs,
pump houses and canals.

Irrigation command areas
suffer from problems such
as inadequate and unreliable
water supply, and wide gaps
between irrigation potential
created and utilised. Hence,
the government has decided
to install DSS to gather real-
time data of all irrigation
projects in the State, the offi-
cials added.

The DSS can also help as-
sess the amount of water
supplied to the agriculture
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Real-time tracking
of water levels soon

DSS to be installed at all irrigation projects and pump houses

A total of 77 projects, 75 pump houses and ponds will be connected with the sensor-based Decision
Support Systems, say Irrigation Department officials.

sector from canals and find
out details pertaining to the
extent of agricultural land
irrigated with canal water,
the officials said. “It will fa-
cilitate smart management
of water levels and inflows
into all major dams and
reservoirs across the State
through real-time input
alerts,” they added.

The DSS provides de-
mand-based water release
strategies for reducing the

gap between canal supplies
and demands and to help ir-
rigation engineers plan, op-
erate and manage irrigation
systems efficiently, a senior
irrigation official said.
According to the officials,
DSS would increase deci-
sion-making efficiency at
various levels of a system
and would provide alterna-
tive information that may be
useful in improving water
management. The State gov-

ernment has already in-
stalled sensors in many
reservoirs and  canals
through which the officials
were receiving real-time
alerts on water discharge
and levels in reservoirs.

Special Chief Secretary
(Irrigation) Rajat Kumar re-
cently directed officials to
install sensors in the reser-
voirs and canals in the State
and speed up the process of
installing DSS.
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Scanty snow, no rain sends
drought alarm in Himachal

Chief Secy takes detailed review of the situation from all DCs

ASHWANI SHARMA

SHIMLA: Scanty snow and
rain deficit have created a
drought-like situation in Him-
achal making the state worry
about an impending crisis
situation.

“The departments should
come out with a strategy to mit-
igate drought-like situations
in the wake of the dry climate
the State is experiencing due
to insufficient snow and rains,”
said Chief Secretary, Prabodh
Saxena here on Monday.

Presiding over a meet-
ing of officials to discuss the
alarming situation, Saxena
took a detailed review of the
situation in all the districts
from the concerned District
Commissioners.

He also reviewed the dam-
ages and loss caused to Agri-

culture and Horticulture
departments due to scanty
snow and rains throughout
the state.

He directed the Jal-Shakti
department to collect informa-
tion about the drinking water
supply schemes likely to be hit
due to insufficient rains.

Directions were issued to
the officers of the forest depart-
ment to be equipped with their
men and machinery to face
any situation due to forest fires
during the coming summer
season.

“The departments should
work in close tie-up with the
State Disaster Management
department and should be
ready to take timely appropri-
ate action during any unfore-
seen calamities which may
arise due to dry spell and the
Deputy Commissioners should

take regular meetings of the
line departments,” said Saxena.

The Animal Husbandry
department was directed to
store sufficient fodder and
water for the livestock.

The Chief Secretary also
appealed to the people to avoid
wastage of water and to use it
judiciously.

In the state’s apple belt, the
fruit growers are worried about
early flowering in the stone
fruits like almonds, peaches
and pears.

The traditional apple variet-
ies which need chilling hours
are also likely to bear the brunt.

The apple economy in the
state is worth Rs 5,500 crore.
In urban towns like Shimla,
there are worries about a drink-
ing water crisis cropping up
during the summers due to the
failure of the snowfall.
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