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As weeds choke Kerala’s waterways,
women turn hyacinth into handloom

Sreemol.TC@timesgroup.com

Kochi: Ever since the water
hyacinth, an invasive plant
species, made its appearance
in the expansive backwaters
of Kerala, scientists have
been frying various measures
to get rid of the menace block-
ing the inland waterways of
thestate. A group of T0women
based in Kodungallur has
now made this possible by
making products from the
processed blades of water hy-
acinth (Eichornia crassipes)
stems collected from waterbo-
dies choked with weeds.
Through this unique initia-
tive, the plant has found a new
place in showrooms and bou-
tique shops after it was recast
asbags, purses, flowerpots, ta-
blemats, cushion covers and
otherutility products.

The women's group in-
cludes differently-abled per-

sons and is part of Kottappu-
ram Integrated Developed So-
ciety which facilitated the
venture. They collect the long
stems of the weed from the
stagnant water, dry it, remove
the piths after peeling the
stem, dve it and weave it inthe
loom to make products which
have good takers. Apart from
their own retail outlets, the

A group of 70 women is recasting
the invasive water hyacinth into
products such as bags, purses,
flowerpots, tablemats, cushion
covers and other utility products

women display these at exhi-
bitions and sell them through
B2B online marketing.
Valsala Prasad, a senior
artisan in the firm, said they
need blades of at least 200
stems to make a bag on which
designs are made by weaving
cotton. “We peel the stem into
three blades and remove the
pith using a knife before dry-

ing and dyeing it. I need one
daytomakeabag,” she added.

“The water hyacinth reac-
hed Kerala as a garden plant.
It later entered waterbodies.
Many places where people
used to cultivate paddy near
theinland waterways stopped
itmany yvearsago, making the
areasuitablefor the growth of
the hyvacinth. Later, it entered
the inland waterways. Since
the weed has a long root sys-
tem, it preventsthe flow of wa-
ter and thereby accumulates
the waste and debris,” said
Prabhakaran, assistant pro-
fessor of Fisheriesand Ocean
Studies at Kerala University.

Fr Paul Thomas, the
firm’s director, urged govern-
ment to support the group so
it can make new products.
“Currently, we use only its
stem. We are looking at how
we can make by-products like
fabric out of itsleaves.”
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