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IT IS EXPECTED TO YIELD GOOD RAINFALL IN THE FIRST 10 DAYS

Monsoon likely to cover rain
eficit within first few days

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The monsoon
is just a few days away from
Delhi and is expected to yield
good rainfall in the first 10 days,
weather experts said on Monday.

Delhi has received just 72.5
mm of rainfall since March 1
this year against the normal of
107.3 mm owing to the lack of
strong western disturbances.

The city did not record any
rainfall in March and saw a
minuscule 0.3 mm of precipita-
tion in April against the monthly
average of 12.2 mm.

The scanty rainfall aggra-
vated the heat, with the capi-
tal recording its second hottest
April this year since 1951 with
a monthly average maximum
temperature of 40.2 degrees Cel-
sius. Prolonged heatwaves saw
maximum temperatures soaring
to 49 degrees Celsius in parts of
Delhi in May.

The capital has recorded a
maximum temperature of 42

degrees Celsius and above on
27 days so far this summer sea-
son, the highest number of such
days since 2012, according to
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) data. In 2012, the
city recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 42 degrees Celsius
or above on 30 days.

Since June 1, when the mon-
soon season starts, Delhi has
received just 24.5 mm of rainfall
against the normal of 59.5 mm.
All of it came between June 16
and June 20.

However, a bountiful mon-
soon is expected to cover the

rain deficit in the first week of
July and provide respite from
the heat, according to Mahesh
Palawat, vice-president (climate
change and meteorology), Sky-
met Weather.

Delhi will receive a fresh
spell of rain from June 29, The
monsoons arrival in Delhi is
likely to be declared on June
30 or July 1, he said. A signifi-
cant increase in humidity levels,
easterly winds and good rainfall
for at least two consecutive days
denote the arrival of the mon-
soon, Palawat said.

Last year, the IMD had fore-

Monsoon: Civic bodies asked
to repair dilapidated buildings

NEW DELHI: Lt Gover-
nor V K Saxena has directed
the civic bodies, MCD and
NDMC, to identify dilapi-
dated buildings and repair
or demolish them to prevent
any eventuality, such as their
collapsing, ahead of the Mon-
soon season, officials said on
Monday.

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) under
section 348 of the DMC Act,
1957 and New Delhi Munici-
pal Council (NDMC) under
section 258 of the NDMC
Act, 1994 are mandated to

cast that the monsoon would
arrive in Delhi nearly two weeks
before its usual date, June 27,
However, it reached the capital
only on July 13, making it the

identify such buildings and
take appropriate remedial
measures, they said.

“The LG has issued writ-
ten directions to special
officer and commissioner
of MCD and Chairman of
NDMC to undertake the
exercise and submit an action
taken report within a fort-
night,” officials said.

The civic agencies have
also been directed to take a
call on whether to demol-
ish these structures or repair
them to prevent accidents,
they said. MPOST

most delayed in 19 years.

The monsoon had entered
a “break” phase and there was
virtually no progress from June
20 to July 8.



By replacing
chemicals

with natural
concoctions,
the incidence
of non-
communicable
diseases,
respiratory
diseases and
even cancer
— which is
associated with
the application
of inorganic
chemicals in
agriculture —
can be reduced
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A multi-benefit alternative

Scaling up of natural farming will yield healthy crops, increase farmers’ income
and preserve the environment; wrile Bibek Debroy, Pawan Sain & Akanksha Saini

griculture and farm-
ing are the backbone
of any society. We
should thank our

farmers for producing a wide
variety of fruits and vegetables
round the year for us to eat.
It is the harvest of farmlands
that helps sustain mankind.
India has the second-largest
arable land resource in the
world. Agriculture, with its
allied sectors, is unquestion-
ably the largest livelihood pro-
vider in India, especially in the
vast rural areas,

National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO) data indicates
more than 50 per cent of all
farmers are in debt due to
increased cost of farm inputs
like fertilisers and chemical
pesticides. To reduce the debt
burden of farmers, the Gov-
ernment of India has been
promoting safer agricultural
practices, and the Union Bud-
get 2022 focuses on organic
farming and natural farm-
ing. The Prime Minister has
been talking about the need
to reduce chemical fertilis-
ers and promote organic and
natural farming, at various
forums including the United
Nations convention. To realise
the objective of doubling farm-
ers' income, farm expenditure
needs to be brought down, and
natural farming practices like
Zero-Budget Natural Farming
(ZBNF) have to be encouraged.

The phrase “Zero Bud-
get' means without using any
credit, and without spend-
ing any money on purchased
inputs. ‘Natural farming’
means farming with nature
and without chemicals. With-
out the need to spend money
on these inputs or take loans
to buy them, the cost of pro-
duction can be reduced, and
farming can be made into a
‘zero-budget’ exercise, break-
ing the debt cycle for many
small farmers.

There are four pillars of nat-
ural farming:

« Bijamrita / bejamrutha:
The process includes treat-
ment of seed using cow
dung, urine, and lime-based
formulation.

e ——————

« Whapasa: The process
involves activating earth-
worms in the soil in order
to create water vapor
condensation,
Jeevamrutha / jeevam-
rutha: The process enhances
the fertility of soil using cow
urine, dung, flour of pulses
and jaggery mixture.
Acchadana (Mulching):
The process involves creat-
ing a micro climate using
different mulches with trees,
and crop biomass to con-
serve soil moisture.

In the Union Budget 2022-
23, the Government of India
has clearly emphasised on the
promotion of chemical-free
natural farming. It is being pro-
moted as Bhartiya Prakritik
Krishi Paddhati Programme
(BPKP) under the centrally
sponsored scheme, Param-
paragat Krishi Vikas Yojana
(PKVY), which falls within the
umbrella of the National Mis-
sion on Sustainable Agricul-
ture (NMSA). BPKP is aimed
at promoting traditional indig-
enous practices which reduce
externally purchased inputs. It
excludes all synthetic chemi-
cal inputs. Currently, several

states are undertaking natural
farming through Central pro-
grammes like RKVY, PKVY
and BPKP along with other
state-specific programmes.

The Budget highlighted that
“natural farming will be pro-
moted throughout the country,
with a focus on farmers’ lands
in 5-km wide corridors along
river Ganga, at the first stage”
and “states will be encouraged
to revise syllabi of agricultural
universities to meet the needs
of natural, zero-budget and
organic farming, modern-day
agriculture, value addition and
management’,

Several studies have
reported the effectiveness of
natural farming through BPKP
in terms of increase in produc-
tion, sustainability, saving of
water use, improvement in soil
health and farmland ecosys-
tem. It is considered as a cost-
effective farming practice with
scope for raising employment
and rural development.

Andhra Pradesh is the
frontrunner among all states in
implementing natural farming
programmes at a mass scale.
In June 2018, Andhra Pradesh
announced a plan to become

India’s first state to practice
100 per cent natural farming
by 2024. The state has been
promoting zero-budget nat-
ural farming through Rythu
Sadhikara Samstha, a not-for-
profit company since 2014.
Zero-budget natural farming
in the drought-prone regions
of Andhra Pradesh is help-
ing soils to produce more,
offering decent livelihoods to
small holder farmers. Farm-
ers’ organisations, together
with the government, provide
the training. They encourage
local communities, particu-
larly women self-help groups,
to take up new farming prac-
tices that transform the land.
‘The practices make farmers
more resilient and enable them
to fight climate change. Fur-
thermore, the governments
of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh are also
adopting zero-budget natural
farming techniques.

The shift to natural farm-
ing will help small and mar-
ginal farmers who spend a lot
of money on chemical inputs,
and can also result in higher
net income for farmers, It can
reduce the dependence on

creditand help in freeing many
farmers from exploitative and
interlinked input and credit
markets. It will also be help-
ful in reducing India’s fertilizer
subsidy bill.

At present, consumers are
forced to purchase food with
chemical residues in it. Cer-
tified organic food is more
expensive, but the sheer cost
savings in natural farming
can ensure safe food at afford-
able prices. Fertilisers and
pesticides also have adverse
impacts on the health of farm-
ers. Farmers are exposed to
contaminants while applying
chemical inputs. By replacing
such chemicals with natural
concoctions, the incidence of
non-communicable diseases,
respiratory diseases and even
cancer — which are associated
with the use and application of
inorganic chemicals in agricul-
ture — can be reduced. Fur-
thermore, natural farming is
environment friendly which
can help mitigate climate
change. High-input, resource-
intensive farming systems have
caused massive deforestation,
water scarcity, soil depletion
and high levels of greenhouse
gas emissions. ZBNF has the
potential to avoid residue
burning by practising mulch-
ing. It also helps in reducing
the contamination and deg-
radation of rivers and oceans
due to release of pesticides into
water bodies.

To scale up natural farming,
there is a need to go beyond the
Ganga Basin by focussing on
promoting natural farming in
rainfed areas. Rainfed regions
use only a third of the fertilis-
ers per hectare compared to
the areas where irrigation is
prevalent. Therefore, the shift
to chemical-free farming will
be easier in these regions. Fur-
ther, various ways should be
explored to provide stimulus
to smooth transition Lo zero-
budget natural farming.

Bibek Debroy is Chairman,

EAC-PM; Pawan Sain is
Joint Secretary, EAC-PM and
Akanksha Saini is @ young
professional at EAC-PM.
Views expressed are personal
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The Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) has written to
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to suspend Krishna wa-
ter supply from the Kandale-
ru reservoir from July 1as two
city reservoirs are filled up.

Officials said Chennai has
received nearly 2.4 tmcft. of
Krishna water released from
Kandaleru reservoir in And-
hra Pradesh since May 8. This
was one of the highest quan-
tum to be realised within a
short span of time.

On Monday, the entry
point into Tamil Nadu on the
Kandaleru-Poondi canal at
Uthukottai in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, recorded 610 cusecs
(cubic feet per second) of
Krishna water.
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T.N. asks A.P. to suspend supply
of Krishna water from July 1

State has received a record 24 tmclt of water from Andhra Pradesh since May 8

Though the water level at the Poondi reservoir is only
one-third of its capacity, the Water Resources Department is
not increasing the storage owing to work on shutters.

However, the department
has urged the Andhra Pra-
desh authorities to suspend
Krishna water release tempo-
rarily as the State did not
have facility to store any

more water with reservoirs in
Chembarambakkam and Red
Hills getting filled up.
Though the reservoir at
Poondi has only 1.3 tmcft of
water, which is nearly one-

third of its capacity, the de-
partment is not keen on step-
ping up its storage.

The shutter gates of Chem-
barambalkkam reservoir were
opened last week to release
water as a precautionary
measure when the city re-
ceived heavy rains.

The department let out a
small quantum of water on
Monday. The recently-built
Thervoykandigai-Kannankot-
tai reservoir is full.

“We have asked the And-
hra Pradesh authorities to
resume water release from
September for the next
spell,” said an official.

Officials said work was on
to reconstruct the sluice that
releases water to the Institute
of Hydraulics and Hydrology,
Poondi.
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Assam flood
situation improving,
22 lakh affected

PTI ® GUWAHAT]

Assam’s flood situation is
showing signs of improve-
ment with the water level of
most rivers maintaining a
receding trend  while
over 22 lakh remain affected
across the state, officials said on
Monday.

However, the situation in
Silchar, headquarter town of
Cachar district, remained grim
as several areas are still water-
logged, officials said.

The toll in the state has
increased to 126 after five
deaths were reported on Sunday
while two others had gone
missing.

The total number of affect-
ed people declined to 22.21 lakh
in 28 districts on Sunday while
the figure was 25.10 lakh on the
previous day, according to a
bulletin issued by the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA).

The rivers Kopili, Barak
and Kushiara are flowing above

the danger level.

In Silchar town, which is
submerged for over a week,
efforts are on to provide relief
to those areas where the admin-
istration is yet to reach by air to
drop packets with food, drink-
ing water and other essential
items by Indian Air Force heli-
copters.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) is monitoring and con-
ducting a survey to prepare a
flood map of Silchar town so as
to identify the extent of damage
in different areas and help in
taking measures to mitigate
the damage in future, Cachar
Deputy Commissioner Keerthi
Jalli said.

The District Disaster
Management  Authority
(DDMA), UNICEF and
OXFAM, an international char-
itable organisation, have start-
ed operating boat-mounted
water treatment units to drink-
ing water to the people in need
within Silchar and its peripheral

areas, she added.
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