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Flood control
Coherent policy needed to address recurring floods

ome monsoon, and floods begin to wreak havoc in various parts of the country.

Several areas in Assam, Odisha, and Himachal Pradesh are already under

water. Similar reports from elsewhere are imminent as the monsoon season
progresses, Going by the past record, the incidence of floods, as well as the extent of
the damage caused by them, has been steadily climbing. This is partly because of
the climate change-driven increase in the frequency of freakish rainfall events, but
largely for want of effective flood-mitigation action. Unlike some other disasters,
such as earthquakes, which can neither be predicted nor prevented, floods, in most
cases, are foreseeable. They can also be restrained to minimise the losses. Vast
stretches totalling over 40 million hectares of land, equivalent to around 12 per cent
of the country’s geographical area, are known to be flood-prone. Luckily, around 32
million hectares of land, around 80 per cent, is amenable to a reasonable degree of
protection against flooding. But not much has been done on this count.

The reasons for the steady worsening of the flood menace are numerous, and
fairly apparent too. For one, reckless deforestation and the degradation of the vege-
tative cover of the catchments of rivers and their tributaries have increased siltation,
thereby curtailing their water-holding capacity. The discharge of wastes into the
rivers has added tothis problem. Besides, the riverbeds and their floodplains, which
are supposed to be buffer zones, have been encroached upon. Moreover, the much-
needed regulation of water flows in river systems through coordinated opening and
shutting of floodgates of dams has been lacking.

This aside, urban floods have become a formidable hazard. Major deluges were
witnessed in cities like Mumbai (2005), Srinagar (2014), Chennai (2015), and Patna
(2019) in the recent past. Apart from inadequate, outmoded and improperly main-
tained drainage systems, factors like flawed town planning, the shrinking or disap-
pearance of natural water outlets due to illegal intrusions, and the indiscriminate
disposal of garbage into the drains are largely responsible for these calamities.

Surprisingly, there is no single agency to oversee the flood-management task
across the country. Nor is there any specific statutory provision for flood management
in the Indian Constitution. While the India Meteorological Department makes
rainfall predictions, the job of flood forecasting is entrusted to the Central Water
Commission. Once flooding occurs, rescue and relief work is carried out by nation-
al- and state-level disaster-management agencies. The subsequent rehabilitation
of the affected population and restoration of damaged infrastructure are handled
by local civic bodies, which invariably require the state or Union government’s help
to do so. Constitutional provisions in this respect are rather vague, Though water,
irrigation, and their related aspects are mentioned among the state subjects, flood
management does not figure in any of the Constitution’s three well-defined lists —
the Union list, the State list, and the Concurrent list. These are critical issues that
need to be addressed urgently, and in a holistic manner, to combat the scourge of
recurring floods. It might also be advisableto consider setting up a high-level expert
panel, of the type of the Rashtriya Barh Ayog (National Commission on Floods) of
the 1970s, to go into the whole gamut of issues concerning floods and suggest a
practical plan of action to deal with them.
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NEW DELHI: Rains and storms
continued to lash several parts of
north, northwest and central
India on Tuesday, as the south-
west monsoon made further stri-
des into the rest of the country,
said India Meteorological
Department (IMD) officials, with
overnight showers also helping
keep Delhi cooler than usual.

The national weather office
said the southwest monsoon has
now blanketed most of the coun-
try, with only the northern parts
of Rajasthan, and small patches
of Haryana and Punjab being the
regions beyond the rainy sea-
son's footprint.

The monsoon will have trav-
ersed all of the country over the
next two days, IMD said in its
bulletin. “The southwest mon-
soon has further advanced into
most parts of north Arabian Sea,
the remaining parts of Gujarat
and some more parts of Rajast-
han,” it said.

“Conditions are favourable for
the further advancement of the
southwest monsoon into some
more parts of Rajasthan and the
remaining parts of Haryana and
Punjab during the next two
days,” said IMD.

Meanwhile, the weather office
issued orange alerts for Uttara-
khand, as well as parts of Mad-
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Wet spell across India as rains
advance, ‘orange’ alertin hills

hya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra. An orange warn-
ing implies that disaster man-
agement authorities should be
prepared to avert any rain
related disasters or flooding.

Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Delhi, Haryana, Punjab,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Odi-
sha, West Bengal and Jharkhand
all received sharp spells of rain
on Tuesday, said data from the
weather office.

In Delhi, showers early on

Heavy showers lash Mumbai on Tuesday.

Tuesday helped push the mini-
mum temperature to 24.5°C,
(four below normal) and the
maximum to 34.8°C (two below
normal), even as authorities
worked to shore up infrastruc-
ture and prepare for more rains
over the next few days.
Meanwhile, at least six people
were killed in Himachal Pradesh
between Monday and Tuesday,
said authorities in the state,
which has borne the brunt of a
monsoon that has barrelled

PTI

through the country with
renewed vigour over the past
few days, after cyclone Biparjoy
hit the brakes on the season’s
progress two weeks ago.

IMD warned that the state is
set to receive more rain for the
rest of the week, with strong
showers likely in some parts.

“There is a possibility of rain
for the next five days. Heavy rain
alert continues at some places of
the state,” said Sandeep Kumar
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File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Hindustan Times- 28- June-2023

an indication that it may become
an election plank for the 2024
polls, said Ajay Gudavarthi, a
professor at the Jawaharlal
Nehru university.

“It is becoming clear that 2024
will be fought on the basis of
mandir and UCC. His comment
needs to be seen considering the
upcoming monsoon session of
Parliament and a possible Oppo-
sition rancour over the recent
questioning in the US regarding
the situation of minorities in
India and violence in Manipur,”
he added.

Political analyst and author
Girija Shankar says its clear that
the Prime Minister has set the
agenda for the 2024 elections
and that the party leadership
focused on Lok Sabha election.
“PM Modi has clear all the agen-
das for booth managers. In his
speech, he focused only on
Union government issues, so it
clear that BJP’s leadership wants
to only focus on Lok Sabha elec-
tions.”

WET SPELLS

Sharma, IMD scientist, Shimla.

The state government advised
tourists and residents to avoid
unnecessary travel and not to
venture near rivers and landslide-
prone areas.

“When travelling in hilly areas,
particularly in upper Shimla, Kin-
naur, Mandi, Kullu, Lahaul and
Spiti, and Chamba districts, peo-
ple must gather comprehensive

information about the weather
and road conditions and follow
the advisory provided by the local
administration,” the Himachal
Pradesh traffic police said.

The advisory came two days
after authorities began reopening
the popular Chandigarh-Manali,
which was shut as landslides
ripped through the streets and
swept away vehicles.

To be sure, Himachal Pradesh
received just 6mm of rain on
Tuesday, slightly more than the
4.5mm it receives on an average.

This year’'s monsoon has
undergone an unusual surge,
having lagged for most of June by
bringing rains only to the south-
ern peninsula before sweeping
almost the entire country withina
matter of days last weekend. It hit
Mumbai and Delhi on the same
day, arriving close to a fortnight
late in the financial capital and a
day in advance in the national
capital — the first time this hap-
pened in 62 years.

Showers also lashed Uttara-
khand, with Rudraprayag district
receiving 214mm rainfall. There
have been consistent concerns
among residents and authorities
in Uttarakhand, after cracks
emerged in parts of the landslide-
and subsidence-hit state.

Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Tuesday
said the National Disaster Relief
Force and Indo-Tibetan Border
Police Force have been instructed
toremain alert in the event of nat-

ural disasters.

The south-west monsoon also
covered all of Gujarat on Tuesday,
with many areas likely to receive
heavy to very heavy rainfall over
the next five days. “The southwest
monsoon has further advanced
into most parts of the north Ara-
bian sea, remaining parts of Guj-
arat and thus covering the entire
Gujarat state June 27,” IMD said.

Weather authorities also
issued a “red warning” for south
Gujarat’s Navsari and Valsad dis-
tricts. A red category warning
implies that disaster manage-
ment authorities should take
action to prevent any rain-related
or flooding disaster.

Several states will likely see
heavy rain on Tuesday, the Met
said inits bulletin. “Heavy tovery
heavy rainfall is likely at isolated
places over sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, Uttarakhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Konkan & Goa,
Madhya Maharashtra,” said IMD.

Heavy rainfall is likely at iso-
lated places over Himachal Pra-
desh, West Uttar Pradesh, Rajast-
han, Saurashtra & Kutch, Bihar,
Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal,
Vidarbha, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura,
it added. Meanwhile, Mumbai
received 104 mm of rain on Tues-
day, as strong showers continued
to pound Maharashtra’s capital.
Rains in the state will increase
gradually over the next few days,
said officials.
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Shekhawat’s canal project talk sparks row

RAJESH ASNANI @ Jaipur

AHEAD of elections in Rajas-
than, a statement by Union
Minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat has ignited a major
political row.

A video of the Jal
Shakti Minister has
gone viral on social |
media, in which he *
purportedly says, “East-
ern Rajasthan Canal
Project (ERCP) will be complet-
ed. 1 will provide T46,000 crore
if you establish Rajendra
Rathore’s rule. It will be done

W

immediately” Shekhawat made

these remarks during a visit to

Sawal Madhopur on Sunday

along with Rajendra Rathore,

the Leader of the Opposition in
Rajasthan.

The ruling Congress
claims the minister’s
remarks reflect how
the BJP is playing poli-
tics over a canal project

that was needed to meet
the water needs of 13 dis-
tricts of east Rajasthan.

Besides Rathore, Tonk-Sawai

Madhopur MP Sukhbir Singh
Jaunpuria and many other BJP

leaders can be seen with Shek-
hawat in this video. The Rajas-
than Congress has launched an
attack on this statement and
targeted the BJP and Shekha-
wat by sharing the video of the
Union Minister on its official
Twitter handle.

The Congress wrote, “This is
a proof of BJP's poor attitude
towards the people of Rajas-
than. Witness this ‘inferior and
flippant’ behaviour of Shekha-
wat, who halted the ERCP
project and deceived the public.
Those greedy for power are say-
ing something like this.”
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