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25% of govt waterbodies in
5 states have dried up: Study

Survey Part Of  Survey Completed Only In UP

* Namami Gange
Programme

w:hmmh.ln@timesgmup.com

New Delhi: More than one-
fourth of government-ow-
ned waterbodies in the
(Ganga basin across five sta-
tes are dried up, show preli-
minary findings of the cen-
sus survey of ponds, tanks
and lakes in the river basin.
The census is being con-
ducted by the Quality Couneil
of India (QCI), an autonomo-
us body set up by the ministry
of commerce and industry wi-
th the objective of 100% map-
ping of all such waterbodies
in Gangadistrictsfortheir im-
provementor rejuvenation.
The QCI has, so far, asses-
sed 578 waterbodies, covering
all 329 in UP A total of 411 out
of 578 surveyed bodies are
surrounded by settlements.
The survey, being done under
the Centre's ‘NamamiGange’
(Ganga Rejuvenation) pro-
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gramme, is not yet completed  of waterbodies for dumping
in  Uttarakhand, Bihar, solid waste could be the rea-
Jharkhand and Bengal. sons behind their drying up

“Encroachment and use

There should be a separate

authority to take care of
ponds and other such water-
bodies. Currently, many
ponds and tanks exist only in
revenue records,” said , envi-
ronmentalist Vikrant Tongad
who has been working on re-
viving waterbodies for long.
Hesaid the findings of the
survey of waterbodies in UP
was shocking, “Mapping of
waterbodies is a welcome
step. It will give us an idea of
what went wrong in the past
three-four decades and how
should we go about rejuvena-
ting them,” said Tongad, fo-
under of Social Action for Fo-
rest & Environment (Safe).
The QCI in its findings no-
ted that the pace of survey in
Bengal is quite slow due to
lack of official support in the
state. Itsaid that Murshidabad
district officials stopped its
ground assessment works, sta-
ting “reasons of political un-
rest” there, It was suggested
that the team go there for their
survey only after the state
polls. The QCI was supposed
to start the survey in March
last year, but it started only in
November due to Covid-19.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Times of India 28-March-2021

Clean 200 waterbodies
before monsoon: Jain

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board chairman

and waterminister Satyendar JainonSa-

turday conducted ameetingtoreviewthe
situation of 600 waterbodies, including
lakes, in the national capital. He directed
the officials concerned to clean all water-
‘bodies on priority. Atleast 200
out of these 600 waterbodies
must be cleaned before mon-
soon, heasserted.
Jainclaimed thatmultiple
complaints were made by the
public that waste mismana-
gement by municipal bodies
had converted these waterbo-
dies intodumping grounds..
Togetthedesired quantity
of water to the Paschim Vihar lake area
and other green belts, the minister orde-
red that a dedicated pipeline be laid from
Keshopur sewage treatment plant. The
forest near Shakurpur railway station
will be supplied with treated water from.
Mangolpuri common effluent freatment
plant, “Treated water from the Keshopur

WATERBODIES,

INCLUDING LAKES,
TO BE REVIVED
UNDER CITY OF
LAKES PROJECT

plant will also be used for groundwater
recharge in 200 acres of the green area
across the Najafgarh drain,” he said.
Jainreviewed the progress of work of
Iradat Nagar Lake and Najafgarh Lake
too. He directed that DJB should comple-

-te the Najafgarh Lake rejuvenation pro-

ject and develop a polishing pond to im-
prove the incoming 5 MGD of
water from the Najafgarh STP
using natural wetlands and ae-
ration. “Sludge generated from
this STP will be used in Pappan-
kalan STF, where surplus capa-
city of treatment is available.
This willresult in a saving of Rs
30crore,” Jainclaimed.
Theministeralso instructed
to ereate two more lakes at Pap-
pankalan STP. It will then have three,la-
kes spread over an areaof 25 acres. These
lakes will be used for polishing 40 MGD of
water coming from the §TP. Maximum
water will be used for groundwater re-
charge and horticulture, officials say.
~ Rainwater can also be collected in wa-
terbodies, if they ave clean, said Jain.
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Modi has assured Hasina on
Teesta agreement: Shringla

WB Poll Results %
May Have Direct i
Bearing On Pact

»Continued from P1

M Sheikh Hagina did re-
I fer to the Teesta issue.

PM Modi reiterated In-
dia’s sincere and continued
effort to conelude the agree-
ment in consultation with
relevant stakeholders,"” said
foreign secre Harsh

PM Narendra Mul hands over a box of COVID-19 vaceine to his
Bangladesh counterpart Shelkh Hasina in Dhaka on Saturday

wan facilities in Kuthibari,
said the joint statement. India
also gifted 109 ambulances to
Bangladesh.

Significantly, while Ban-
gladesh thanked India for
gifting 3.2 million Covid-18
vaccine doses, it also re-
quested India to facilitate
regular delivery of the re-
maining tranches of vac-
cine procured by Bangla-
desh from the Serum Insti-
tuteof India.

On the Rohingya issue,
Modi

tary
Shringla, adding that the In-
diansidealsorequested Ban-
gladesh for early finalisation

which has already been
agreed upon by both govern-

tionat thegenerosity of Ban-
gladesh in sheltering and
providing humanitarian as-

recognising terrorism re-
mains a threat to global

of the draft of the interim
agreement for sharing of Fe-
ni river water. The results of
the West Bengal election
could have a direct bearing
on the Teesta pact.

“She (Hasina) uhder-
scored that to alleviate the

ments inJanuary 2011,” said
ajointstatement.

The delay in signing the
Teesta agreement remains
one of the few thorny issues
in bilateral ties. Hasina had
also raised the issue with
Modi intheir virtual summit
last year in D ber. Show-

hoods of millions of people
dependent on the Teesta riv-
er basin, it is necessary that
Bangladesh receives its fair
share of the Teesta waters,
the draft agreement of

ing no sign of softening her
position, Banerjeesaid earli-
er this month that her state
cansharewateronly if ithad
enough for itself.

peace and security both
sides reiterated their strong
commitment to eliminating
terrorism in “all its forms
and manifestations”, Modi
expressed India’s apprecia-
tion for the cooperation ex-

sistance to the 1.1 million for-
cibly displaced persons from
Myanmar's Rakhine state,
said the joint statement. Ha-
sinareguestedIndiato play a
strong role in the early repa-
triation of the displaced

tended by on se-
curity issues.

The two leaders inaugu-
rated three border “haats”,
1aid the foundation stone for
five packages out of a total
eight of Rooppur Power Evac-

On security

uation Py tly

gya back to
India assured its “continued
support” inthisregard.

On connectivity, Hasina
offered the use of Chatto-
gram and Sylhet Interna-
tional Afrport by the people
of northeast India.
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Water for parks: NGT asks South
body, DJB to reach a consensus

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
has asked the chief secretary to
lookinto a dispute between the
South MCD and the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) over supply of
treated waste water to parks.
In an application before the
Tribunal, the South MCD said it
maintains 6,822 parks in the
capital, where borewells were
being used to extract water for
irrigation. These borewells were
sealed following orders of the
NGT in January — to ensure
fresh water is not used for gar-
dening in parks — and in place
of this, the DJB was to supply
treated waste water here either
through pipelines or tankers.
In an order on Friday, the

South MCD maintains
6,822 parks. Archive

NGT's principal bench said, “Itis
stated that DJB has to ensure
supply of treated water with ad-
equate pressure, and, wherever
piped supply is not available, to
supply such water by tankers.
DJB is in the process of provid-
ing a piped network from STP to
the parks. But till such pipelines
are laid, there is need for tankers
for supply of water.”

The bench, led by chairper-

son Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel,
added that hiring tankers was
not the responsibility of the mu-
nicipal corporation, and the
Delhi  Pollution  Control
Committee member secretary
has alsoasked the D]B on March
9to hire tankers for this purpose.
“Weare of the view thatinter
se dispute of Municipal
Corporationand Jal Board canbe
better resolved at the higher level
inthe administration, taking into
account all practical considera-
tions, including availability of
funds and need for conserving
scarce resource of drinking wa-
ter, inaccordance with directions
of this Tribunal already issued in
the subject,” the order read. The
application was disposed of with
directionsissued to the chief sec-
retary tolookinto the matterand
take an appropriate decision.
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Jal Shakti Ministry approves 465 cr performance
Incentive to 7 States under Jal Jegvan Mission

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Jal Shakti Ministry has
approved 465 crore as per-
formance incentive grant to
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim,
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh
under the Jal Jeevan Mission
(JIM), a statement said on
Saturday.

It said Gujarat was among
the best performing states in
implementing

JIM to ensure tap water
supply to every household.
Northeastern states have imple-
mented JJM with speed and
scale despite hilly terrain and
forested areas, the statement
said.

It is for the first time that
five northeast States have qual-
ified for the performance incen-
tive grant, it added.

“Seven states viz. Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Sikkim, Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh qualified for
performance incentive grant
for 2020-21 under Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) — Har Ghar Jal to
provide assured tap water sup-

Despite the Covid-19
pandemic and the
resultant lockdowns
and disruption,
speedy
implementation of
Jal Jeevan Mission
on the ground has
set an example

ply to every rural home by
2024, the statement said.

“For performance incentive
grant, the criteria include phys-
ical and financial progress under
JIM, functionality of piped
water supply schemes and
capacity to utilise the fund.
Today, Union Minister, Jal
Shakti Gajendra Singh
Sekhawat approved Rs 465 crore
as performance incentive to
these states,” it added.

Despite the COVID-19
pandemic and the resultant
lockdowns and disruption,
speedy implementation of Jal
Jeevan Mission on the ground
has set an example and during
the financial year, more than
3.16 crore rural households

have been provided tap water
connection, the statement said.

Currently, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Goa and
Telangana have become ‘Har
Ghar Jal' states/UT, and every
household in 55 districts and
85,000 villages of the country
have tap water supply, it said.

Since the announcement
of Jal Jeevan Mission on August
15,2019, four crore households
have been provided tap water
connections, thus increasing
the tap water supply from 3.23
crore (17 per cent) rural house-
holds in the country to more
than 7.20 crore (37.6 per cent),
the statement added.

This is the “speed and scale”
of the work being undertaken to
provide clean drinking water to
every rural household, it said.

In the financial year 2020-
21, Rs 11,000 crore was allocat-
ed for Jal Jeevan Mission and
grants have been provided to
states/UTs based on output in
terms of functional household
tap connections given and the
utilisation of available central
grant and matching state share,
the statement added. PTI
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