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Yaas downs bridge on river Kanchi

S

A bridge on river Kanchi collapsed due to heavy rain trigger
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ed by Cyclone Yaas, in the

Tamar area of Ranchi, on Thursday. A day after the Yaas ravaged the east coast, a
thunderous rain due to depression left five persons dead in West Bengal, while in
Odisha the threat of floods loomed large. @ More reports on Page 8

- PTI

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 27

The work on restoration
of Srisailam hydel power
plant’s left bank hydro
election station is nearing
completion. Five of the
six units damaged in the
fire in August last have
been restored. The six
units together produce
900mw, these having a
capacity of 150mw each.

The remaining unit is
expected to  become
operational in a month's
time.

A major fire broke out
in the plant on August 20,
damaging all the six
units.  Seven  power
department employees
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Srisailam hydel power plant to be
tully operational by next month

two persons from a pri-
vate battery company
died in the mishap.

A short circuit was said
to be the reason but the
state government had
ordered a departmental
inquiry as well as a CID
probe. There is no clarity
on the outcome of these
inquiries, Officials
refused to answer a ques-
tion whether the probe
reporis were submitted to
the government.

Of the damaged six
units, the first and second
units were restored with-
in two months, in
October. These plants
resumed power genera-
tion of J00MW

In December, a unit was

@ A MAJOR fire broke
out in the plant on
August 20, damaging all
the six units. Seven
power department
employees two persons
from a private battery
company died in the
mishap.

restored and in January
another unit. Last week,
officials restored the
third unit. The trial run
was successfully conduct-
ed under the supervision
of Srisailam power plant
chief engineer M.
Prabhakar Rao. Around
710 crore was spent for
restoration of this unit.

Officials are making
arrangements to official-
Iy launch power genera-
tion in this unit soon to
restore 750 MW produc-
tion out of total 900 MW
capacity. The remaining
fourth unit, which was
badly damaged in the
mishap, is currently in
the process of restora-
tion. Officials aim to
restore  this unit by
June-end.

Interestingly, officials of
the TS Power Generation
Company (TSGenco)
restored the power plant
on their own without tak-
ing any help from others.
This resulted in a savings
of hundreds of crores for
the state exchequer.



Schemes to be

implemented in
5dists under Jal
Jeevan Mission

——

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Cabinet on Thursday
approved multi-village
drinking water pro-
jects in five districts worth Rs
6,096.85 crore being imple-
mented under the Jal Jeevan
Mission.
The scheme is expected to
benefit 27 towns and 4,647 vil-
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Drinking water projects worth Rs 6,000 crore approved

lages and small settlements.
Two underground drainage
projects worth Rs 672 crore at
Holalkere and Byndoor were
alsoapproved. All this will cov-
erapopulation of 57 lakh.

- The pro-
jects will be
funded by
the Nation-
al Bank for
Agriculture
and Rural
Develop-
ment (NABARD). Accord-
ing to Rural Development &
Panchayat Raj Minister K S
Eshwarappa, themulti-village
drinking water projects will be
under NABARD Infrastructure
Development Assistance.

Drinking water schemes at
Raichur district are projected
to cost Rs1,988 crore, two pro-
jectsin Vijayapura district will
cost Rs 1,431.48 crore and Rs
954.51 crore. Projects in Man-
dyaand Dharwad districts will
cost Rs 690.36 crore and Rs
1,032.49 crore, respectively.
These projects aim to provide
10.83 lakh functional house-
hold tap connections.

This was first approved
when the Congress-JD(S) coa-
lition was in power. Itwasthen
called Jaladhaare. Back then,
Kolarwaschosen beforeitwas
replaced with Dharwad owing
to the lack of a water source.

The underground drainage
project at Holalkere will cost

KPSC scam: Cabinet
rejects sanction

The Cabinetdecided tore- former KPSC secretary
jectprosecutionsanction  was exonerated ofall
against formerchairman  allegations framed against
and past nine members himin connection with the
of the Karnataka State KPSC recruitment scam
Public Service Commis- in 2011 “The issue was
sion (KPSC). Law Minister  discussed in the previous
Basavaraj Bommai said Assembly session and the
that the Cabinet has de- Opposition also opposed
cidedtodrop thesanction the prosecution sanction,”
for prosecution as the he said.

Rs 276 crore and whereas the
oneinByndoor willcost Rs 396
crore.

Times of India 28-May-2021

Thedrinking waterschemes
areexpected tobecompletedin
30 months, Eshwarappa said.

Chandigarh: Haryvana CM
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Thursday directed officials to
set up sewage treatment
plants at the exit point of all
drainsthat flow into themyth-
ical Saraswati river, accord-
ingtoastatement.

He also directed them to
work towards setting up a
power plant on the dam to be
builtin Adi Badriof Yamuna-
nagar. The CM gave the divec-
tions while presiding over a
meeting of the governing
body of the Saraswati Heri-
tage Development Board, the
statementsaid. en
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TS may experience excess rainfall this year: IMD

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

After a series of thunder-
storms, the State is gearing
up for the monsoon and ac-
cording to weather experts,
central and south Telangana
might experience 40 per
cent to 50 per cent excess
rain fall this year.
According to the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) - Hyderabad, the
southwest monsoon has fur-
ther advance into some
more parts of Maldives-Co-
morin area. However, they
are expecting a slight delay
in the monsoon this year.
"India just saw two major
cyclones towards the end of
season - Cyclonic Storm
Yaas in Bay of Bengal and
Cyclone Tauktae in Arabian
Sea. As both the cyclones
were very powerful, they
have disrupted the monsoon
pattern this year. As of now
we are expecting the mon-
soon to hit the State around
June 6, however we will re-
examine the situation on

Indian Meteorological Department officials are expecting the monsoon to hit State around June 6. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

May 31, before releasing an  tinued to soar both during atleast 5 degree Celsius last
official statement,” said IMD  the day and night. The max- week, is expected to touch
officials. Meanwhile, the imum temperature in the 40 degrees this week. The
temperature in the city con-  city, which had dropped by pre-monsoon activities can

however cause light to mod-
erate evening rains in Hy-
derabad for the coming
days.
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Yaas eftect: Bihar
may face the brunt

== TR B

A girl sits on a chair as people wade through a waterlogged road in the aftermath of cyclone ‘Yaas’,
in Kolkata, on Thursday. — Photo:PTl

BHUBANESWAR/RANCHI

After creating devastation
in Odisha, West Bengal, and
Jharkhand, the effect of Cy-
clone Yaas was visible in
several districts of Bihar on
Thursday and will continue
till Friday.

Heavy rainfall, with
strong winds having speed
of 30 to 40 kmph, is cur-
rently underway in south,
southeast and central dis-
tricts of Bihar and is ex-
pected to intensify from
Thursday night till Friday.
Rain with thunderstorm and
lightning are expected in
these two days, The most af-
fected districts are Gaya,
Auranganad, Lakhisarai,

PM to visit Odisha, Bengal today

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be
visiting Odisha and West
Bengal on Friday to as-
sess the impact of cy-
clone Yaas which made
landfall on the two
coastal States. He will
first land in Odisha’s cap-
ital city Bhubaneswar,

Shaikehpura, Nawada,
Banka, Bhagalpur, Patna,
Vaishali, Saran, Bhojpur,
and Buxar,

Besides, Purnea, Araria,
Katihar, Madhepura, and Sa-

where he will hold a re-
view meeting.

The Prime Minister
will then proceed for an
aerial survey in the af-
fected areas of Odisha’s
Balasore and Bhadrak
and also West Bengal's
Purba Medinipur, offi-
cials said. ani

harsa are also impacted. The
Meteorological Department
officials has predicted that
Yaas would be expected to
reach Patna by late Thurs-
day. ansemi



MADHURI SHUKLA

Woater is a ‘blue
gold’ to which
more than two
billion people do
not have access.
Besides survival,
it also plays a
sanitary, social
and cultural role
in societies
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An imminent crisis

A greater degree of diligence is required to tackle the water scarcity crisis

ndia is among the larg-

est producers of oxygen

in the world. We pro-

duce 7,500 metric tonnes
of oxygen per day. Still, we
face this scarcity today! All
our energy and resources are
engaged in overcoming this
crisis. But, what after it all
ends? We will be relaxed again,
ignorant of the next emer-
gency which awaits us.

Today, 1.42 billion people
— including 450 million chil-
dren — live in areas of high or
extremely high water-scarcity
zones. Less than three per cent
of the world's water resources
are of freshwater, and it is
getting increasingly scarce.
Decades of misuse and over-
extraction of groundwater and
contamination of freshwater
supplies have exacerbated
water stress. At the same time,
water demand is rising due
to rapid population growth,
urbanization and increasing
water needs from a range of
sectors, particularly agricul-
ture, industry and energy.

Water scarcity can mean
scarcity in availability due to
physical shortage, or scarcity
in access due to the failure of
institutions to ensure a regular
supply amid a lack of adequate
infrastructure.

Since life cannot exist with-
out water, it has no replace-
ment nor is it possible to
quantify its value. Perhaps,
this is why we as humans are
s0 excited to find traces of
water on Mars. It is a fact that
we think of water and life as
interchangeable when study-
ing other planets.

The United Nations World
Water Development Report
(WWDR) 2021, published by
UNESCO on behalf of UN-
Water, shows that the inabil-

1.42 billion people live in high or extremely high water scarcity zones

ity to understand the value
of water is the main cause of
water waste and misuse. As per
estimates; in 1951, per capita
annual freshwater availability
was 5,177 cubic meters which
came down to 1,545 cubic
meters in 2011. It is estimated
that it is likely to further go
down to 1,293 cubic meters
in 2025. If the present trend
continues, in 2050, freshwater
availability is likely to decline
to 1,140 cubic meters.

As Director-General of
UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay
rightly says: “Water is our most
precious resource, a ‘blue gold’
to which more than two billion
people do not have access. It is
not only essential for survival
butalso plays a sanitary, social
and cultural role at the heart of
human societies.”

In India, for example, the
Ganges is revered by Hindus
asa living entity with the same
rights as human beings. Simi-
larly, in New Zealand, the Te
Awa Tupua Act of 2017 rec-
ognizes the Whanganui River

as “an indivisible and a living
whole from the mountains to
the sea” and guarantees the
river’s protection by the local
Maori population.

The current scenario
necessitates proper planning,
strategizing and implementing
water supply systems includ-
ing the development of proper
institutional mechanisms at
all levels.

In consonance with
the declared national pol-
icy Jal Jeevan Mission (Har
Ghar Jal), the goal is to pro-
vide safe and potable water
to every rural person with
an adequate (minimum 55
litre per capita per day) sup-
ply of prescribed water qual-
ity (BIS10500) for domestic
needs and other basic needs
including livestock, firefight-
ing etc. The aim is to ensure
supply on a sustainable basis
at all times in all situations
at affordable service delivery
charges through functional
household tap connection
(FHTC) at the household level

over the ‘design period.

In accordance with United
Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal-6, by 2030, the
aim is to achieve universal
and equitable access to safe
and affordable drinking water
for all as well as improve water
quality by reducing pollution,
eliminating dumping and min-
imizing release of hazardous
chemicals and materials, halv-
ing the proportion of untreated
wastewater and substantially
increasing recycling and safe
reuse at the global level.

One of the most impor-
tant parts of SDG-6 is to
support and strengthen the
participation of local com-
munities in improving water
and sanitation management.
The complete lack of people’s
involvement can obstruct the
attainment of desired results.

For instance, in the case
of the pandemic, the govern-
ments worldwide strategized
different plans, framed policies
but they did not achieve con-
crete results until the local peo-

ple understood the gravity of
the situation and followed all
rules and regulations to safe-
guard themselves. The same
is the case with the water cri-
sis, only the government tak-
ing responsibility to tackle
the problem is neither going
to sustain nor succeed in any
development initiative. Mere
drafting of policies and build-
ing water infrastructure is not
going to end water scarcity.
Unless the community decides
to take collective ownership
as a stakeholder to participate
in the process right from the
beginning to nurture it as its
own baby, no programme is
going to succeed.

Community ownership
will be the key for the long-
term sustainability of water,
especially in rural communities
— ensuring water structures
are properly maintained
and frequently checked
and repaired; judiciously
monitoring consumption
levels through water budgeting;
and maintaining potable
water quality through regular
water quality surveillance and
monitoring.

While we grapple with the
unprecedented challenge like
Corona pendamic, we can con-
trol what we can foresee. No
country, no government, no
individual was prepared for a
pandemic last year. But, today
we can foresee the future. We
know what we are dealing with
and to a certain level have a
plan in place to control it. It’s
high time, we learn a lesson
and ‘value’ water before we run
out of it.

The writer is a
Communication Consultant
at United Nations Office for

Project Services. Views
expressed are personal
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STPs to be setup near drains
flowing into Saraswati river

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MAY 27
Presiding over the meeting of
the governing body of the
Saraswati Heritage Develop-
ment Board here today, Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar directed to set up sewage
treatment plants (STPs) at
the exit point of all drains
that flow into the Saraswati,
and work towards setting up
a power plant on the dam to
be built in Adi Badri.

Deputy Chairman,
Saraswati Heritage Develop-
ment Board, Dhuman Singh
and Former Deputy Chair-
man, Saraswati Heritage
Development Board, Bharat
Bhushan Bharti were also
present during the meeting.

Khattar took stock of the
progress of the construction
of the proposed dam on the
Saraswati project. He also
asked to settle the matters
lying pending with Himachal
Pradesh at the earliest. He
said as dams were already
being constructed, a power
generation plant should be
set up to produce as much

Power plant to be built on dam in Adi Badri

electricity as possible.

It was informed during the
meeting that work was being
done to promote tourism at
the ghats in Adi Badri and
Pipli. A cafeteria has been
established in Adi Badri with
the assistance of the Tourism
Department. A paved road has
also been constructed. Work is
being done to build the river-
front to attract tourists.

The board will bear the
expenses for the centre, set up
under the Kurukshetra Uni-
versity, for research on the

Saraswati. For this, he asked
to earmark Rs 20 lakh annual-
ly for the university chair and
research works (water-testing
and carbon dating).

Vijay Vardhan, Chief Secre-
tary, Sanjeev Kaushal, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary and
Financial Commissioner Rev-
enue, TVSN Prasad, Addition-
al Chief Secretary (Finance),
Devender Singh, Additional
Chief Secretary (Public Health
Engineering Department) and
other officers were also pres-
ent during the meeting.
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