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Project to turn Ganga floodwater potable launched

Rajgir/Patna: Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar on Sunday in-
augurated the Ganga Jal Aa-
purti Yojana at Rajgir, call-
ing the water supply scheme
“path breaking, a marvel of
engineering and the out-
comeof a Himalayvan resolve
of the state government”, re-
port Farrukh Nadim & Ma-
dan Kumar,

The first phase of the
scheme will ensure uninter-
rupted drinking water sup-

ply to Rajgir, Bodh Gaya and
Gayatowns. Nawadaisinthe
second phase of the project.
“It isoneof the most grati-
fving days of my life as I see
my dream of Har Ghar Ganga

BIHAR SCHEME

Jal becoming a reality with
this first-of-its-kind project
completed in record time,”
said Nitish, adding that the
project was necessitated be-

cause of groundwater deple-
tion in the affected areas. He
warned people against the
useof groundwater any more.

As per the scheme, flood-
water from the Ganga will be
drawn and transported in a
special pipeline for 151 km,
stored in huge reservoirs,
treated in state-of-the-art wa-
ter treatment plant and then
supplied as potable water to
households and institutions
inthese cities.

Nitish said 135 litres of
Ganga water per person per
day would be supplied to each
household in Rajgir On Mon-
day, the Bodh Gaya and Gaya
plants would be inaugurated.
The Ganga water is drawn
from Hathidah in Patna dis-
trict. “Nitish is a global vi-
sionary and thinks ahead of
time. Clean water has always
been CM's priority,” said wa-
ter resources department
minister Sanjay Kumar Jha,



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 28- November-2022

Man’s resolve to recharge
groundwater pays off

3,500 waler bodies dug in 7 months

DEHRADUN: In May,
Dwarika Prasad Semwal
started going door to door in
Chamkot village in Uttara-
khand, convincing people to
dig pits near their homes to
store rainwater.

Seven months on, his per-
severance has paid off.

A total of 3,500 water bod-
ies have come up over an area
of 3 sqm in the village as a
result of Semwal’s persistent
efforts.

However, involving people
in the campaign called ‘Kal Ke
Liye Jal’ (Water for tomorrow)
was not easy.

“They seemed attentive as
I urged them to make a small
but significant contribution to
save water, recharge the reced-
ing water table underground
and offer birds and animals a
means to quench thirst by dig-
ging ponds.

| _Is Cale

Dwarika Prasad Semwal
promoting rainwater conservatio
in Chamkot village of U'khand PTI

“But the response initially
was rather lukewarm. It got
me thinking what I could do
to lure them to the campaign in
larger numbers,” said Semwal,
who also heads the Himala-
yan Paryavaran Jadibooti Agro
Sansthan.

Soon an idea dawned upon
him. Semwal began asking peo-
ple to dig water bodies in mem-
ory of a near and dear one or to
mark an important occasion in
the family like a marriage anni-
versary or a birthday.  AGENCIES
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Nitish inaugurates Ganga water
supply project for southern Bihar

Arun Kumar
arunkr@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Bihar chief minister Nit-
ish Kumar on Sunday inaugu-
rated a scheme in Nalanda dis-
trict, under which, flood waters
will be treated for supply to
households in the southern parts
of the state.

After the inauguration of the
Ganga Water Supply Scheme
(GWSS) in Rajgir, he said the
project has been developed keep-
ing in view the requirements in
the four towns of southern Bihar
region for the next 50 years.

A total of 135 litres per person
will be provided through the
project, he added.

“It should be enough. Seeing
the impact of this project, I will
also plan something on similar

Blhar CM Nltlsh Kumar at the
launch of the GWSS at Rajgir,
in Nalanda on Sunday. ANI

lines for Patna also, which is sit-
uated on the banks of the Ganga.
In a few months, Ganga water
will also reach Nawada. All the
four South Bihar towns will use
Ganga water during the flood
season and stare it to tackle
drinking water woes in the
region,” he added.

He said that the project had

been envisaged as part of the
“Jal-Jeevan-Hariyali” project in
2020 in view of the water woes in
the region.

“This project will also help in
ground water recharge for agri-
culture....” he added.

The state’s water resources
minister, Sanjay Kumar Jha, said
that floodwaters will be lifted
through pumps at Hathidah and
transported through a 151-kilo-
metre pipeline to three enor-
mous reservoirs in Rajgir, Tetar,
and Gaya. From there the water
will travel to two treatment
plants, where it is treated and
transported to the cities.

“Three South Bihar cities of
Rajgir, Gaya, and Bodh Gaya are
experiencing water shortage due
to excessive groundwater extrac-
tion..."” he said.
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Bihar’s Har Ghar GGangajal scheme for Rajgir, GGaya regions

SANTOSH 5INGH
FATMA, HOVEMBERZT

BIHAR CHIEF Wi st Mirkh Kumar Sunday
lamnched the first phase of the Har Char
Gangajal projecr. an ambitious miiathe o
provide Ganga vater on tap @ parched ar-
ek 0 thee sz,

The schermee will hansest the excess wa-
ter in the Ganga daring the morsnan Aond-
ing season. o e meated, soned. aad piped
o Ragir, Gaya, and Bodhgaya,

Har Ghar Gangajal scheme

HarGhar Gangajal i part of the Ribar gow-
ernumiant's Jal, peewan, Harpali scherne. Inthe
Hs 400 -crore first phase of the pooject, glant
pumps wAll B Ganga water from Fathidah
near Malema and supplyit toabou 75 kb
o I thee state’s mam iurksm desina-
tioms of P, Bockgsapa, and Gaya,

The water will he stored in resernaois in
Regzir amd Gaspa befire being channellid to

three treatment-and-purification plants,
froen whene wwill be supplisdsn the public,
The water will travel more than 150 ki
throghy pupes from Hathidain

Arronding W0 poeTiument @St manes, the
scheme will prvide ey beneficiany with
135 liores — about two large uckets — of
Canga water meery day for drinking and do-
mesth ure, During thee secomd phase of the
progect, Gargsa veater vl be Laker bo Maveacls,

The need for the scheme

The area arcund Bajgir (in Malanca dis-
i), wsich was the nucliss of the amdent
lredom of Magadh and &= asnaated with
the foumnders of oth Buddhism and Jainism,
B rocky and veater-deficient. Over the vears,
unplanned use of grourdwater hasdepleved
sulbgerranean resraie, lowened Che waner
talle. and affected the quality of the water.

Tz Bl b ol the urban waner supply oon-
linuwes o be through bubse vwelk, & sudy by
the Bihar Pablic Health Engineering
Dregrart e o | PEREDY ) showeed the averape

Aprial pictures of The warerilt and treatmsent plait
Cavrdeny Mygha Bpeevmieg ong lfrestracthues Lad'

groundwater level in Gaya district had
plunged from 2030 & in Juky M121 4150
feet in puly 2022, Data fraom the Cendral
Ground Water Boand's Year Boak for Bdhar
sl Che waker Talshe in G and Rajgar Sl
by etz 2 anc 4 metres bepween 204-15
and Aa0-21,

Handpumgps have been going dry at
many places in the region, The distnict ad-
rroristrations of Tealarda and Gorga Beree been
amanging for veater tmnkers s supply drink-
i waper in e Fivn andas as the scanciny
becomes aoute in the summer.

Projected twin benefits

The government expects the Har Ghar
Gangaial schemne o alse help alledate dis-
tress from the annual flooding of the Garga
Ot the years, bieavy silting in e riverbed
— afferting especialby Mokarma, Hattodak,
Barh. and Lakhisarml — andthe release of wa-
B Trorn dams ma Mepdl have resslted o e
Ganga splling oreer even when The marenan
rafall ovver Bihar bas not been exceplion-

aly hewrry. The govemment bas assured that
tharwaierfor i scheme wild be Bited onby

duaring the foar months of the monsoon
wihen the Canga has exress waler.

Working of the system

Thie progect s bevn desor bed a5 3 “1-
sbore- ame-ireat-supply” systiem. Hyder-
abad-hased Megha Engineering & Inlrasir-
uctures Lirnited [ MEIL] b been wockng on
thie project since 20159, employing abour
2200 peaple and high-end rechaolagy

47 -mitre apprmach channel bas been
codtslTuced in Hatadahomrhe right hankof
tree-Canga near the Bajendra Bridge, through
wihich wateris taken in anintale-well-cum-
pumphouss, which i poveered by & diedi-
cated electrory substation with a TS0 KW
e lonries; ard Pas radler 250 KVA mans-
formess.

Stape-ol-che-art onling filers have Been
installed redr the inlako: vl toeregme sil-
frev wener enters e pumpand pipeline, and
Uhere i maemeion i the iverbed,
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Krishna river row: Telangana decides to move SC

VV BALAKRISHNA @ Hyderabad

THE State government has de-
cided to approach the Supreme
Court over the ‘inordinate de-
lay' by the Union government
in referring the Krishna river
water-sharing issue between
the neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana to a
tribunal.

On Sunday, sources with the
Irrigation department told this
newspaper, “Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao has given
the in-principle nod for filing
the case in the apex court. The
draft is ready. We are currently
vetting the draft and taking le-
gal opinions. We will move the

EIGHT
YEARS ON...

July 2014: Telangana writes to
Centre on the Krishna water-
sharing issue

2015: Telangana files case in
Supreme Court with a request
to refer the matter to a Tribunal

October 2020; Jal Shakt|

Supreme Court shortly.”
While Section 3 of the Inter-

state River Water Disputes

(IEWD} Act, 1956, gives the

Minister requests Telangana to
withdraw the case and assures
that the Centre will refer the
matter to the Tribunal

Dctober 2021: Telangana
withdraws the case

= The Centre is yet to refer the
matter

MNovember 2022: Telangana
decides to approach the apex
court again

State government the right to
request the Union government
to refer the water dispute to a
Tribunal for adjudication, the

matter has I‘EP{)I‘tEdl}’ been
pending for over two vears.
*{The act of) not referring the
matter to a Tribunal, even after
being assured by the Centre
two years ago, is nothing but
political vengeance,” a senior
official said.

A team of irrigation officials,
led by Special Chief Secretary
(Irrigation) Rajat Kumar, will
be in New Delhi on November
29 to attend the Technical Advi-
sony Committee (TAC) meeting
of the Central Water Commis-
sion (CWC). They are likely to
discuss the detailed reports of
the Chinna Kaleshwaram,
Choutpally Hanumanth Reddy
and Chanaka-Korata projects.



AVLJIT SINHA

Siliguri: The Mamata Baner-
jee government has recast
its focus on the 46-year-old
Teesta Barrage Project — the
largest irrigation project in
north Bengal — and has taken
up the task of finishing some
. prominent distribution canals
can take water to hun-
of hectares of farmland.
- The move is being seen
as the Trinamul Congress’s
strategy ahead of next year's
panchayat elections.

On one hand, the party in-
tends to prove its sincerity to
farmers who have time and

_again demanded the comple-
tion of the proj :

On the « hand, Tri-
namul wants to counter the
BJP which has often ques-
tioned the chief minister’s

paiguri on Saturday that '-the
government would start the
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Focus on Teesta irrigation canals

construction of two irrigation
cﬂmmﬂl‘;ﬁiﬂmdﬂn
Teesta W eventually
connect to the Jaldhaka that
flows on the east of the Tees-
ta'l'hiswﬂl"ho by the

stata Hawaq::e
to

“Wemnsfu'tmwlln

January. The work had ot

around 1,600 hectares of ag-
ricultural land in Maynaguri
block and 1,960 hectares in
Kranti block of Jalpaiguri
district will be irrigated,” said
Bhowmik.

The Teesta Barrage Pro-
ject was initiated in 1976 with
acost estimate of around Rs 70
crore. There was a plan to pro-
vide water to around 9.22 lakh
hectares across north Bengal.

Till now, irrigation facil-
ities could be given only to
around 1.16 lakh acres.

- In 2009, the Centre an-
nounced the Teesta as a nation-
al project with an estimated
project cost of Rs 3,000 crore.
However, in the past 10

'years, the state government

has time and again said that
the Centre is not giving funds
for the project. No major work
like canal network exten-
sion was taken up during this
period.
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Ramesh.Tiwari
@timesgroup.com
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