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Cauvery row: K'taka to move
SC, challenge CWRC directive

State Highlights CONCERN OVER 12TMCFT BACKLOG

Inability To Clear
Daily Quota

BV Shivashankar &
Shrinivasa M | tun

Bengaluru/Chamarajana-
gar: Karnataka on Wednesday
decided to challenge the Cau-
very Water Regulation Com-
mittee’s (CWRC) directive to
the state to release 3,000 cusces
of water to Tamil Nadu daily.
The state will present its case
before Cauvery Water Mana-
gement Authority (CWMA)
and the Supreme Court.

Chief minister Siddara-
maiah, who visited Male Ma-
hadeshwara temple to offer
special prayers, seeking rain-
relief for the state as 195 out
of the 236 taluks grapple with

» A day after CWRC asked Karnataka

to release 3,000 cusecs to TN, the state
govt decides to challenge the directive
and present its case before CWMA & SC

» The decision comes after chief minister
Siddaramaiah consults state legal team;
he says the state is challenging the order
as there is not enough water in reservoirs
» Siddaramaiah's concern stems from
the fine print of CWRC recommendation
that wanted Karnataka to also release
backlog of 12tmcft water to Tami Nadu,
which is a bigger challenge for the state

This is not binding

onus as it is part
of the deliberations
during the CWRC
meeting. We will present
a stronger argument
before the CWMA to
convince it that we
cannot release any water.
Not even 3,000 cusecs,
leave alone the backlog
DK Shivakumar | oepury cu
AND WATER RESOURCES MINISTER

New allies BJP-JD(S)
stage joint protest

ewallies BJPand JD(S)

staged a joint protest on
Wednesday overwhat the
parties claimed as the state
government's “failure” in
handling the ongoing water
dispute. Former CMs HD
Kumaraswamy, BS Yediyurappa
and DV Sadananda Gowda were
among those who joined the
protestin Vidhana Soudha

drought, said he had spoken
to the state’s legal team and
the latter was of the view that
CWRC's directive should be
challenged in the apex court.

CWRC had earlier told
Karnataka torelease 3,000 cu-
secsdaily for18days, starting
at Bamon Thursday.

Reacting to the CWRC di-
rective, Siddaramaiah said:

“We don't have water to release
to Tamil Nadu. There is not
enough water in ourreservoirs.
So, we are challenging the or-
der of the regulation commit-
tee before the Supreme Court.”

Siddaramaiah’s state-
ment came a day after deputy
CM DK Shivakumar, whoalso
holds the water resources
portfolio, expressed satisfac-

tion over CWRC rejecting Ta-
mil Nadu's request for 12,000
cusecs from Karnataka daily.
Senior advocate Mohan
Katarki, whoappearsfor Kar-
natakaintheSC,claimsthere
is a major lacuna in the for-
mula on which the distress
calculation has been based.

»‘Can’t be calculated’, P 3
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‘Distress can't be
calculated only on
basis of water level
at four reservoirs’

»Continued from page 1

“iddaramaiah’s concern stems from
) the fine print of the CWRC recom-
mendation that wanted Karnataka to al-
so release the backlog of 12 tmeft of wa-
ter toTamil Nadu, which is a bigger chal-
lenge for the state,

Mohan Katarki observed: “The
CWRC says Karnataka should make
good a shortfall of 12 tmcft of backlog.
But the calculation [for the backlog] is
completely wrong. Distress can’t be cal-
culated only on the basis of thefiguresat
the four reservoirs.”

‘As CWMA had done earlier in Sep-
tember, a correction factor of 21%, based
on the ground reality; should be applied
to the shortfall figure at the reservoirs.
Oncethatisdone, theshortfall of 12tmeft
will come to little or nothing. That
should be our argument,” he added.

Officials from the state’s water re-
sources departmentsaid Karnataka will
challenge this part of the CWRC recom-
mendation before CWMA during its
meeting scheduled for September 29.

The state is also not able to comply
with the recommendation to release
3,000 causes to TN daily for 18 days, start-
ing September 28. CWMA will examine
CWRC's recommendation before pass-
ingafinal order onthe issue.

Karnataka,accordingtothe SC's2018
order, mustrelease 177 tmeft to Tamil Na-
du ina year, between June and May.
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Cauvery Authority to review water
availability at tomorrow’s meeting

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority
(CWMA) will meet in New
Delhi tomorrow. It will re-
view water availability and
Tuesday’s directive of the
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) to Kar-
nataka to release 3,000
cubic feet per second (cu-
secs) till October 15.

Senior officials in Chen-
nai say Tamil Nadu will
continue to press for the
release of 12,500 cusecs for
the period up to October
15. “We are entitled to a
higher quantum, even if

e

Senior officials say Tamil Nadu
will continue to press for the
release of 12,500 cusecs for the
period up to October 15.

the deficit of about 53%, as
assessed by the CWRC,
alone is to be taken into ac-

count,” they point out.

Tamil Nadu contends
that as on September 12, it
should have received at
least 7.8 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc ft) more.

According to a calcula-
tion, the quantum of 3,000
cusecs per day till October
15 means that Karnataka
has to release 4.67 tmc ft
cumulatively.

As on September 27,
four reservoirs of the
neighbouring State had a
combined storage of 59.43
tme ft, according to data
available on the website of
the Karnataka State Natu-
ral Disaster Monitoring
Centre.

As on September 25, Ta-

mil Nadu had realised
42.79 tmc ft since June 1, as
against its quota of around
117 tmc ft in a normal year.
This month, the State re-
ceived 11.21 tmc ft, accord-
ing to data from the Cen-
tral Water Commission.

DGP’s warning
Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu Di-
rector-General of Police
Shankar Jiwal warned of
action  against  those
spreading fake news that
Tamils were being attacked
in Karnataka in connection
with the Cauvery issue.

He appealed to the peo-
ple not to believe such ru-
mours.
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Karnataka to
challenge
direction of
CWRCin SC

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU/BENCALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Wednes-
day said the Cauvery Water
Regulatory Committee's
(CWRC) direction to Karna-
taka to release 3,000 cu-
secs of water to Tamil Na-
du from September 28 to
October 15 will be chal-
lenged before the Supreme
Court,

Speaking to reporters in
M.M. Hills in Chamarajana-
gar on Wednesday, Mr. 5id-
daramaiah said he had dis-
cussed the CWRC's
direction issued on Tues-
day with the legal experts.
Based on their opinion,
Karnataka will be challeng-
ing the CWRC’s direction in
the Supreme court. “We
are challenging the orders
of the Regulatory Commit-
tee before the Supreme
Court,” he said. Karnataka
does not have water at all
to release to Tamil Nadu,
Mr. Siddaramaiah added.

To a question, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said a total of
195 taluks in the State were
reeling under drought due
to failure of rains this year.

With regard to the call
for Karnataka bandh on
the Cauvery issue on Fri-
day, Mr. Siddaramaiah said
protests were permitted in
democracy. However, he
referred to the Supreme
Court order  against
bandhs and said the State
government will keep the
top court’s direction in
mind. With regard to the
protests by Opposition
leaders, Mr. Siddaramaiah
said the BJP and the JINS)
were playing politics in the
name of Cauvery.
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“Tampering with dramage causes Joshimath woes’

NARENDRA SETHI @ Dehradun

A report by the National Insti-
tute of Hydrology Roorkee
(NIH) said tampering with
drainage routes and lack of
drainage system have further
aggravated the cause of devas-
tation and damage in
Joshimath.

The National Institute of Hy-
drology Roorkee (NIH) report
clearly mentions — the water
source at JP Colony in Joshi-
math on January 1, 2023, took
everyone by surprise. “Initially,
this water was coming out at
the rate of 17 litres per minute,
which reached 540 litres per
minute on February 6. After
this, the situation returned to
normal,” the report said.

“Natural drainage is not pos-
sible in these areas,” the NIH
report said, highlighting the
geological and geomorphologi-
cal status of Joshimath's Sunil
Ward, Manohar Bagh, JP Colo-
nv and Singhdhar area.

“The possibility of a drain
being built in this area is negli-
gible, whatever water came
from above, it entered the
ground and came in the form of
a waterfall around JP Colony.
“The old map of the Survey of

e P

Natural drainage is not possible in certain areas of Joshimath, says NIH | exeress

India shows six natural water-
springs around JP Colony, while
the institute has identified 16
water-springs here in the study,”
the NIH report said.

“Natural water sources and
storm water drains have been
blocked due to uncontrolled
development in Joshimath”,
mentioned prominently by sev-
eral scientific institutions in
their reports.

Due to the Chardham Yatra
route, large constructions were
erected in an uncontrolled
manner, causing a natural
disaster to submerge the land

in Joshimath.

The report also seriously ad-
vises with the opinion of ex-
perts that “the development of
this sector needs to be control-
led and in line with the stand-
ards and monitored through
technology available in satel-
lite or remote sensing”.

Earlier, The New [ndian Ex-
press had quoted experts as cit-
ing possible reasons for the
landslide at Joshimath, which
are now coming out in the re-
port. Y P Sundariyal, the then
professor of geology at Hemati
Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal

Resources blocked

Several scientific institutions
in their reports have
prominently mentioned
natural water sources

and storm water drains

have been blocked due to
uncontrolled development in
Joshimath. Due to the
Chardham Yatra route, large
constructions were erected in
an uncontrolled manner,
causing a natural disaster to
submerge the land in
Joshimath

University, and Delhi-based ge-
ologist Naresh Rana had ex-
pressed deep concern over this
at that time.

“Excessive overloading of
new buildings and lack of sew-
erage, drainage system and
thousands of litres of waste
water seeping into the ground
daily led to conditions of land
submergence in Joshimath”,
the report said, “Based on sat-
ellite imagery, the Indian re-
mote sensing agency had said
that Joshimath town shrank
2.5 inches every vear between
2020 and March 2022
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