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Survey to Map Himalayan Sprlngs Soon ,

Yogima.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In afirst of itskind survey,
India will soon map all the springs in
the Himalayanregion of the countryto
form a national registry.

This is part of the government’splan .

to revive natural sources of water in
the hilly region. Drones would be de-

ployed to assess the number of springs

and their existing capacity:.

“Springs are the lifeline of people li-

ving in the Himalayan reglons Howe-
ver, largescale development in the re-
gion has led to drying up of many
springs which in turn has led to water
scarcity,” asenior official told ET.

A pilot project will be undertaken in
Tehri Gharwal under the Namami
Gange initiative of the Jal Shakti mini-
stry, theofficial said. Destinations such
as Shimla, Mussorie, Nainitaland even
Gangtok often face acute water crisis.
Besides, there are apprehensions that

THE HINDO -

 Counting spring ’

All springs will be
& mapped using LiDAR
il technology with drones
1st of its kind

mapping by
Survey of India

the process of dryingof springs, if left
unattended, could lead to largescale
migration from the region.

. Theplanistousethe LiDAR technolo-

gy with drones to assess the exact num-
ber of springs and their existing capa-
city based on which a concrete policy
roadmap will belaid out.

L1DA13 or light detection and rang-
ing, is a surveying method that measu-
res distance to a target by illuminating
the target with laser light and measu-
ring the reflected light with a sensor.

29.07. 2020

Why is it needed? s
10 states depend on these
springs for drinking water
Rough estimates suggest
30% of springs have 5
dried up ;
50% of the springs have
reduced discharge .

Differences in laser return times and
wavelengths will be used to make digi-
tal 3-Drepresentations of the springs.
According to the official, the govern-
ment has sought the cost and time esti-
mate from the Survey of India for pan-

- Indiamappingfollowing which anatio-

nal register for springs will be compi-
led and updated at regular intervals.

A NITI Aayog report on sustainable
development of the Himalayas said ne-
arly 30% of springsare dryingand 50%
havereported reduced discharge.

P

City receives light showers; sun to
play hide-and-seek in coming days
Temperature likely to drop by Friday due to chilly winds

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Capital on Tuesday re-
ceived 5.7 mm of rainfall
overnight and 0.4mm during
the day that led to an in-
crease in minimum tempera-
ture.

The sky continued to be
overcast till afternoon with
the maximum temperature
settling at 22.2 degrees Celsi-
us, which was normal for the
season, and”the minimum
temperature settling at 10.5
degrees Celsius, which was
two degrees warmer than the
average for the season. Show-
ers continued in the evening
as well at several parts of the
city.

The MeT department said
the wind direction will
change to north-westerly
from Wednesday onwards.
Chilly winds from the hills
will cause the temperature to
fall by 6 degrees Celsius by

Motorists caught in the rain in the Capital on Tuesday.
= SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Friday.

The forecast for January
29 reads partly cloudy sky
with possibility of a very light
drizzle in the morning. The
maximum and minimum
temperatures are likely to be

between 21 and 10 degrees

Celsius respectively.

The extended forecast
shows that there will be
mainly clear sky on January
30 with fog in the morning.
The forecast is similar for Ja-
nuary 31 and February 1 with
moderate fog in the morning.
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Shimla, Kufri witness fresh snowfall

120 roads blocked | Veh:cular movement suspended beyond Dhalli due to slippery conditions

BuaNU P LonuMI
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

A ,‘)/0\
SHIMLA, JANUARY 28

Heavy snowfall in Shimla
and Kufri cut off the tipper
areas beyond Dhalli today.
As many as 120 roads,
including four national
highways, are blocked.

A maximum of 72 roads are
closed in Shimla zone, 37 in
Kangra and seven in Mandi,
two national highways each
are closed in Shimla and
Shahpur As many as 132.
JCBs, dozers and tippers have
been pressed into service.
“Around 63 roads are expect-
ed to be opened by tonight,”
sources in the PWD said.

Loss to public property has
gone up to Rs 147.65 crore.
As many as 159 routes of the
HRTC have been hit and 30
buses are stranded en route.

Kufri received 20 cm of
snow, followed by Kothi 15
cm, Kalpa 11 cm, Shimla
and Dalhousie 8 em each,
Kharapathar 7.6 cm, Manali

. 3 cm and Gondala, and Pooh
2 cm each, while widespread
rain lashed the middle and
lower hills. Solan was the
wettest, followed by Kasauli

and Dharamsala.

“The district adrmmstra-
tion, police, PWD and NHAI
rescued 69 passengers from
three HRTC buses stuck near
Kufri on Monday night,” said
Deputy Commissioner Amit
Kashyap. He said the Dhalli-
Kufri-Fagu stretch, Kharap-
athar, Chopal and Narkanda
were blocked due to heavy
snow, besides remote Dodra
Kwar subdivision.

Vehicular movement was
suspended beyond Dhalli due
to slippery conditions, said
SP Omapati Jamwal adding
that the road from Mashobra-
Bstantpur was open.

Meanwhile, the police escort-
ed about 270 vehicles stranded
near Chharabda,Thanda nul-
lah, Kufri, Lambidhar and Chi-
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TRAVEL ADVISORY

DELIGI-ITFUI.: People Walk asitsnows in Shimlaon Tu&déy The MeT has predicted snow on Wednesday.

slippery roads, turn on hazard

The district administration has
asked commuters not to drive on

lights in case of heavy snowfall and
keep blankets, bottled water and
beverages to avoid dehydration.

Dalhousie

15°
EMERGENCY NUMBERS

DAY AND NIGHT TEMPERATURES

Area ] Max Min - minus
Kejlong A e
Kalpa i e

Kufri e oo

BTG

In case of any emergency, one can call on 1077 and 0177-2800880, 2800881, 2800882
and 2800883 (district disaster management cell)

ni Bangla on Monday night. A
50-year-old patient, Usha, who
was vomiting blood, was tak-
en tothe IGMC from Theog in
a police vehicle today.

The local MeT office has
predicted rain and thunder-
showers at a few places in the
lower hills and rain/snow at
many places in the middle
and higher hills tomorrow.
Weather will remain dry
tomorrow and February 2
and 3, while rain is likely at
isolated places in the middle
and higher hills on January
31 and February 1.

However, the tourism

industry is happy as snow-
fall will increase the tourist

rush to the state capital and
the hotel occupancy is

expected to go up.

Kullu-Chd flight cancelled
Mandi: Bad weather  has
hampered the flight service
at the Bhuntar airport: in
Kullu district. According to
the airport authorities, Air-
India could not start its serv-
ice . between Kullu and
Chandigarh today.

Similarly, helicopter services
to Lahaul-Spiti could not begin

because of thebad weather  fal

conditions. A large number of
residents had sought the serv-
ice, who wanted to move out of
the district. Many people were
waiting for their turn in Kullu
district, who wanted 'oo moveto
Lahaul-Spiti.

The snowfall was reported
from Lahaul-Spiti district,

- which affected the normal life.

The temperature plummeted
drastically in the region.

In Kullu district, higher
reaches like Solang, Gulaba,
Bijli Mahadev and Jalori Pass
received considerable snowfall
Manali alsoreceived fresh snow-
fal. —TNS
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Chhota,Bara
Bhangal cutoff

Our CORRESPONDENT

.

PALAMPUR, JANUARY 28

The upper reaches of
Dhauladhars and Chhota
and Bara Bhangal experi-
enced heavy snowfall in
the past 20 hours, while
the lower areas were lashed
by heavy rain.

The entire region is in the
grip of severe cold. Chho-
ta and Bara Bhangal have
been cut off following heavy
snow at the Thamsar Pass
at the height of 19,000 feet.

‘ i{undreds of vefﬁeles
are stuck at Multhan,
Billing and Barot.

Nine inches of snow was
recorded at Billing, a
major tourist resort, this
afternoon, while seven
inches of snow was record-
ed at Kothi Kohar in Chho-
ta Bhangal.

Many parts of Palampur,
Baijnath, Jaisinghpur
and adjoining areas have
been without power fol-
lowing a snag developed
in the transmission lines
feeding many parts of
Kangra. Vehicular move-
ment at Chhota Bhangal
and Billing remained hit.

No bus could reach Barot
today. Paragliding at
Bir-Billing has also been
suspended.

Hundreds of light and
heavy vehicles are report-
ed to be stranded at °
Multhan, Kothi Kohar,
Luhardi, Billing and
Barot. Many villages have
been without power since
last night. It is learnt trees
fell on the power hnes

_damaging those
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‘Met Dept adds4forecaststationsin J&K

New stanns at Dal Lake, Mata Vaishno DeVI shrme Srinagar and Jammu airports

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

e
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 28 T

The Indian Meteorological
Department has added four
. new stations in Jammu and
Kashmir, taking the num-
ber of places to 15 in the UT
for which it provides fore-
cast and weather details.

The addition of new
places includes two from
the Kashmir valley and
two from the Jammu divi-
sion, The list is available
on the website of the Indi-
an Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD).

The two new stationsin the" .
Kashmir valley are the Dal
Lake and Srinagar airport. .

The two news stations in
the Jammu division are
the Jammu airport and
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine.

The IMD already had 11
stations in: Jammu and
Kashmir for which it pro-
vided weather details on
daily basis and forecast
for seveén days.

In the Kashmir valley,

Tourists walk in rain on the Residency road in Srinagar on Tuesday: TRIBUNE PHOTO: AMIN WAR

the existing stations were
Gulmarg resort and fron-
tier Kupwara town in north
Kashmir, Pahalgam resort,
Qazigund highway town
and Kokernag town in
south Kashmir and Srina-
gar city in central Kashmir.

In the Jammu division,
the existing stations were
Banihal, Batore, Bhader-
wah, Jammu city and Katra.

The addition of the four .

new stations will further
improve the localised fore-

cast in the region where

erratic weather has caused
widespread damage in
recent years.

The Kashmir valley has
witnessed lengthy spells
of drought, flooding and
major snowstorms - in
recent years as well as

snowfalls as early as in
autumn and mid-summer.
The dissemination of the
forecast and other weath-
er-related information has
been badly hit in recent
months due to communi-
cation suspension. i
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10 more wetlands get the Ramsar site tag

STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE >~ e

NEW DELML, 28 JANUARY
In a major recognition of
India's efforts in conservation,
restoration and rejuvenation
of its wetlands, 10 more wet-
land sitesin the country have
been recognised as sites of
international importance
under the Ramsar Convention.
With this, a total of 37 sitesin
the country have beenrecog-
nised under the internation-
al treaty, which was signed on
February 2, 1971, and incor-
porated in the Convention of
Biological Diversity (CBD)
that came into being follow-
ing the 1992 Rio Earth Sum-
mit, an official communique
said on Tuesday.

The Ramsar Convention
is one of the oldest inter- .
governmental accord signed
by members countriesin the
Iranian city of Ramsar to pre-
serve the ecological charac-
ter of their wetlands of inter-
national importance.

Also known as the Con-
vention on Wetlands, the
Ramsar list aims to develop
and maintain ‘an interna-

tional network of wetlands that
are important for the con-
servation of global biological
diversity and to sustain human
life through the maintenance
of their ecosystem compo-
nents, processes and benefits.
Wetlands declared as Ramsar
sites are protected under
strict guidelines of the con-
vention.

Expressing happiness over
the announcement, Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar in a tweet mes-
sage said the Ramsar decla-
ration is an acknowledge-
ment ofIndia's commitment
inachieving the conservation
and sustainable use of the
important wetlands of the
country.

"Happy to inform that
Ramsar has declared 10 more
wetland sites from India as sites
of international importance
for the conservation of glob-
al biological diversity.Itis an
acknowledgment of India''s
commitment towards con-
servation and sustainable
use of its wetland," he said.

Javadekar also said con-
servation of wetlands would
go a long way in achieving
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's dream of "Nal se Jal"
in each household.

The Nal se Jal scheme,
launched in July last year,
aims to provide piped water
connection to every house-
hold by 2024.

/ With the additional 10
wetlands being recognised, the
surface area covered by the
total of 37 sitesisnow 1,067,939
hectares.

Maharashtra gets its first
Ramsar site (Nandur Mad-
hameshwar); Punjab, which
already had three Ramsar
sites adds three more (Keshop-
ur-Miani, Beas Conservation
Reserve, Nangal); and UP
with one Ramsar site has

added six more (Nawabganj,
Parvati Agra, Saman,
Samaspur, Sandi and Sarsai
Nawar).

Wetlands provide a wide
range of importantresources
and ecosystem services such
asfood, water, fibre, ground-
water recharge, water purifi-
cation, flood moderation,
erosion control and climate
regulation.

They are, in fact, are a
major source of water and our
main supply of freshwater
comes from an array of wet-
lands which help soak rain-
falland recharge groundwa-
ter.

In the past sixmonths, the
Union Environment Ministry
has prepared a four-pronged
strategy for the restoration of
wetlands which includes
preparing a baseline data,
wetland health cards, enlist-
ingwetland mitras and prepar-
ing targeted Integrated Man-
agement Plans.

The ministry would be
working closely with the State
Wetland Authorities to ensure
wise use of these sites, the offi-
cial communique said.
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