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Water resources may get 10% more in FY25

Puja Das

puja.dasdlivemint.com

NEW DELHI: The department of
water resources, river develop-
ment and Ganga rejuvenation
may get a 10% more in the
interim budget for continuing
with marquee projects such as
linking the Ken and Betwa riv-
ers, dam rehabilitation and
improvement, infrastructure
rehabilitation, Namami Gange
and Atal Bhujal Yojana, a senior
official said.

In the FY24 budget, the
department received an alloca-
tion of 320,055 crore, which may
be hiked to a little over 322,000
crore, “As of now I think the
interim budget will be more

about carrying on with the cur-
rent work that is happening
unless there are some major
SOPs,” the official said.

“We are expecting a normal
10% increase in our budgetary
allocation. The work we are
doing will be continued. In the
Ken-Betwa project, the land
acquisition is almost complete.
So, this will be funded fully.
There is the dam rehabilitation
and improvement programme
that the states are working on.
We have funding for the rehabil-
itation of large water infrastruc-
ture, which is picking up pace,

We have the participatory
groundwater management pro-
gramme—Atal Bhujal Yojana—
which is fully funded. There

again a lot of work is happening,
Mostly sanctions have been
issued for Namami Gange. The
main river has been saturated
(in terms of resources), and now
weare moving to tributaries asa
priority. That work will also get
the resources that it needs.

We are in an agreement that
we will get the resources that we
need to fund larger projects to
ensure that project implementa-
tion is not hampered,” the offi-
cial added.

Queries sent to the depart-
ments of water resources, river
development and Ganga rejuve-
nation and expenditure
remained unanswered at press
time.

Atal Bhujal Yojana, a 36,000

crore central sector scheme, was
launched in 2019 aiming at sus-
tainable management of ground-
water with community partici-
pation.

With an additional outlay of
8,000 crore, the Centre is also
planning to extend the scheme
to Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh as
they are found to be water-
stressed and the proposal is with
the finance ministry, the official
disclosed. Currently, the Atal
Bhujal scheme is being imple-
mented by the Jal Shakti minis-
try in 8,220 water-stressed vil-
lage Panchayats of Gujarat, Har-
yana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajast-
han and Uttar Pradesh.
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Snowfall likely in western Himalayas,
cold wave to continue in plains: IMD

NEW DELHI: The India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
issued a weather alert on Sun-
day, predicting a wet spell over
the western Himalayan region
until February 3. The forecast
included the possibility of iso-
lated heavy snowfall on Jan-
uary 30 and 31, particularly
in Kashmir and Himachal
Pradesh. Dense fog and frigid
temperatures are also expected
to continue over Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar for the next two days,
gradually improving thereafter.

According to the daily bul-
letin from the weather fore-
cast agency, two consecutive
Western Disturbances are
projected to impact northwest
India starting from January 30,
with another expected from
February 3.

these systems, there is a high
probability of light to moderate
scattered to fairly widespread
rainfall/snowfall over Jammu,

Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit,
Baltistan, Muzaffarabad, and
Himachal Pradesh in the next
seven days,” stated the IMD.
Additionally, isolated heavy
rainfall/snowfall is expected

and January 31, and over Him-
achal Pradesh on January 31,
The IMD added, “Light/
moderate isolated to scattered
rainfall/snowfall is very likely
over Uttarakhand, with light
rainfall expected over Punjab,
Chandigarh, Haryana, and
West Uttar Pradesh during Jan-
uary 31 and February 2
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“Under the influence of over Kashmir on January 30

Snowfall likely

Furthermore, the IMD reported
that minimum temperatures are rang-
ing from 6-9 degrees Celsius over many
parts of the plains of Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Pun-
jab, and Madhya Pradesh. In Rajasthan,
temperatures are in the range of 8-10
degrees Celsius.

“These temperatures are below nor-
mal by 3-6 degrees Celsius over many
parts of the plains of Bihar and East
Uttar Pradesh, and in the range of 1-3
degrees Celsius over Haryana, Chandi-
garh, West Uttar Pradesh, East Madhya
Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, and
north Chhattisgarh. Today, the lowest
minimum temperature of 5.2 degrees
Celsius was reported at Gorakhpur (East
Uttar Pradesh),” informed the IMD.
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