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Khattar inaugurates 7500 micro-
irrigation schemes from Panchkula

SUSHIL MANAV

CHANDIGARH : The results
of Mera Pani Meri Virasat
Yojana, which was launched
two years ago by Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, during COVID-19,
have started showing results
at the ground level. On Tues-
day, the Chief Minister inau-
gurated 7,500 micro-irrigation
schemes from Panchkula.

In the programme orga-
nized by the Micro Irrigation
and Command Area Develop-
ment Authority (MICADA),
five mobile vans of micro-
irrigation were flagged off
and along with it, two vehi-
cles were dispatched from all
the districts so that the mes-
sage of water conservation

can reach the general public.
The Chief Minister said that
water is life and we have to
save water for future genera-
tions. It has become a chal-
lenge today. He said that the
third world war would prob-
ably be a war over water. That’s
why we have to use every drop
of water wisely. Keeping this
in mind, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had given a call
for One Drop More Crop and
I am happy that Haryana has
carried forward this vision of
the Prime Minister.

He said that today in the
age of technology, new experi-
ments have started in irrigation
methods. Drip and sprinkler
are such systems in micro-irri-
gation, that help save maxi-
mum water and at the same

time can get a good yield.
Water is used for drinking and
irrigation and we have to use a
scheme like micro-irrigation to
optimize its usage. Paddy, cot-
ton and sugarcane use more
water. Agricultural scientists
say that more than 3,000 liters
of water is needed to prepare
one kg of rice.

The Chief Minister said
that in the 1960s, when the
country was facing a shortage
of food grains, the slogan of
Green Revolution was given
at that time and the farmers
of Punjab and Haryana made
the biggest contribution in
the Green Revolution and
made the country self-suffi-
cient in food grains. He said
that we became self-sufficient
in the matters of food grains

at the cost of using excessive
use of chemical food grains
and exploitation of ground
water. However, today we
have to seek alternative meth-
ods. Micro irrigation is also a
step in that direction. He said
that the interest of the farm-
ers towards Mera Pani Meri
Virasat Yojana, which was
started two years ago dur-
ing the Covid period, has
increased and in the paddy-
dominated districts of the
state, farmers have started
growing other alternative
crops in place of paddy. He
said that Tam happy to inform
that in the first year, instead of
paddy, other crops were grown
on 98,000 acres and this time
a target of 2 lakh acres has
been set.
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MONSOONTO

ARRIVE IN CITY
AROUND JUNE
30, JULY 1: IMD

NEW DELHI: People in Delhi will
soon get some relief from the hot
and humid weather as the mon-
soon is likely to reach the capital
on June 30 or the day after, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment announced on Tuesday.
With the mercury exceeding
44 degrees Celsius in some parts
of Delhi and humidity rising to
74% owing to moisture-laden
easterly winds, the heat index, or
real feel, touched 53 degrees.
Light showers with gusty
winds are forecast for Wednes-
day though maximum tempera-
ture will continue hovering
around 42 degrees and humidity
expected to remain high. Delhi
could see light to moderate rain-
fall on June 30, which would
lower maximum temperature to
35 degrees, Met office said. -»p3
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NEW DELHI: It was another
unbearably hot and humid day
in the Capital, with Delhi's heat
index (HI) or the ‘real feel’ of
temperature on Tuesday being
recorded at 53 degrees as high
humidity levels combined with
maximum temperature of
40-44 degrees across the city
worsened the sultry conditions
prevailing in the Capital.

The wet-bulb temperature in
Delhi also rose to 33.7 degrees,
the highest so far this year, after
hitting 32.11 degrees on Monday.

The heat index (HI) is a func-
tion of maximum temperature
and humidity, but calculated in
the shade. The wet-bulb tem-
perature takes into account
maximum temperature, humid-
ity, wind speed, and solar radia-
tion, and is calculated in the sun
(under direct sunlight).

Wet-bulb temperatures of
over 32 degrees makes it diffi-
cult for even fit and acclima-
tised people to work outdoors.
Ata wet-bulb temperature of 35
degrees, humans can no longer
regulate body temperatures,
leading to heatstrokes and
potential collapse.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said mois-
ture-laden easterly winds are
keeping humidity levels in the
capital as high as 45-74%, and
added that relief is only
expected with monsoon likely to
reach Delhi on June 30 or July 1.

Safdarjung, Delhi's base sta-
tion for weather, recorded a
maximum of 41.5 degrees Cel-
sius ("C) on Tuesday — four
degrees above normal for this
time of the year, while Najaf-
garh was Delhi's hottest loca-
tion, with a high of 44.2°C.

Despite high humidity levels,
rainfall generally eluded Delhi,
with only isolated parts receiv-
ing a drizzle, The IMD said only
the Ridge weather station
recorded ‘trace’ rainfall
between 8.30am and 5.30pm.

The IMD has a yellow alert in
place for the Capital for
Wednesday, forecasting light
rainfall, accompanied by gusty
winds. However, the maximum
temperature is expected to be
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From uneasy to unbearable:
Delhi heat at dangerous levels
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around 42 degrees and the
humidity levels are also
expected to remain high.

Also, there is an orange alert
on Thursday, and the IMD has
asked the public to be careful of
a weather phenomenon — stat-
ing Delhi could see light to mod-
erate showers with gusty winds
touching 40 km/hr, which will
bring down the maximum tem-
perature to around 35 degrees.

The IMD on Tuesday
announced conditions were
favourable for the southwest
monsoon to advance into the
remaining parts of Bihar, some

t HEAT INDEX

WHAT IS HEAT INDEX (HI)?

Heat index, also known as 'real feel' is used to show what
the temperature feels like to the human body when relative
humidity is combined with temperature. Higher the
humidity, higher the heat index.
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WHAT IS WET-BULB
. TEMPERATURE?

Wet-bulb temperature measures the heat's impacton human
health. The principle is simple: because we cool down by
sweating, the more readily sweat evaporates, the less hot you
feel. But evaporation becomes harder when the air is heavy with
moisture. This is why we tend to feel warmer in a bathroom
right after a shower (where the air is humid) than we do once we
step out. Scientists measure this by wrapping the bulb of a
thermometer in a wet cloth, hence, the term wet bulb.

51%

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

more parts of Uttar Pradesh and
some parts of Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmiri during next 24
hours. Earlier, on Monday, the
monsoon had advanced into
most parts of Arabian Sea and
most parts of Gujarat.

“In the subsequent 48 hours,
after June 29, the southwest
monsoon will advance into the
remaining parts of the Arabian
Sea and Gujarat, some parts of
Rajasthan, remaining parts
Madhya Pradesh, entire Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, Him-
achal Pradesh and Jammu and

Kashmiri, some parts of Punjab,
Haryana and Chandigarh and
entire Delhi,” the IMD said in a
statement.

RK Jenamani, scientist at
IMD, said most parts of Delhi
saw particularly high tempera-
tures — four to six degrees
above normal. “This, along with
humidity levels of around 50%
made it another extremely
uncomfortable day. During
such a period, one has to limit
exposure outside and ensure
they keep themselves hydrated,”
he said, stating while the rain on
‘Wednesday should provide tem-

ety
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porary relief, Thursday’s spell is
required to bring an end to this
hot and humid spell.

“We have been monitoring
the progress of the monsoon
and conditions have now
become favourable for it to
advance considerably in the
next three days or so. Delhi
should see the onset by June 30,
or it will be declared by July1,”
Jenamani added.

The normal date of the onset
of the monsoon for the capital is
June 27, Last year, the monsoon
arrived in the city 16 days late
onJuly13.
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Krishna Tribunal term
extended for ayear

Hyderabad: Union Ministry of Jal
Shakti issued a gazette
notification extending the term of
the Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal (Bachawat Tribunal)
further for a period of one year
with effect from August 1, 2022.
The Tribunal is currently looking
into the Krishna water disputes
between Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. ENS
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