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India reservoir storage woes
continue to mount, particu-
Tarly in the South where five
have gone dry and the level
in another 10 s in single
digts,

Far the 25thweek ina row,
the water level in the 150
major reservoirs declined.
Diata from the Central Water
Commission ~ (CWC]
showed that the storage in
the major reservoirs de-
clined to 36 per cent of the
178,784 bllion cubic metres
(BCM) capacity at 64,606
BCM

According 10 CWC's
weekly bulletin on live stor-
afe status of 150 reservoirs,
almost three-fourths of the
itiajor reservoirs have belaw
3l per cent storage.

While the level in 86reser-
voirs is lower than 40 per
cent of the capacity, in an-
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Water storage woes continue to rise in South

GRIM SCENARIO, Five reservoirs go dry as level in 150 major reservoirs draps for 25" week in a row

other 24 it i below 50 per
cenk.

Overall, half a dozen
reservoirs have gone dry and
the level in 4 dozen is in
single digits. And most of the
reservoirs (35) whose Jevel
i5 belaw 50 per cent of the
capacity are in the southern
regon,

The situation s trning
worrisome in the southern
region with the starage in
the A2 reservoirs dropping to
22 per cent of the 33,334
BCM capacity at 10471
BCM. During the same time
a year ago, the Jevel was 36
per cent of the capcity and
ifthe [ast 10 years average is
taken into consideration, it
ls 27 per cent lower (See
table).

Among the States, the
level i8 77 per cent helow
tiorital i Bihar's long reser-
voir, while in Andhra Pra-
dlesh's four reservairs it s 73
percent lower than normal.

In Tamil Nadu, the stor-

age I8 34 per cent below nor
mal and in Karnataka it is 22
per cent lower, In Telangana,
the storage is 12 per cent
lower than normal,

s repunds reservoirs, Ye-
Turu (Andhra), Priyadarshini
Jurala and Kaddam (both
Telangana),  Tattihally
(Karnataka) end  Aliyar
(Tamil Nadu) have gone dry,
Sholayar (Tamil Nadu), Tun-
gabhadra, Kanddleru and
Magurjuna Bugar areset to go
dry anytime over the next
few days, data from the bul-
letin showed.

ELNING IMPACT
A major reason for the cur-
rent situation s the peningu-
larreglon recelving deficient
rainfall since the Bl Nino
emerged in June 2023 with
Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh belng the worst hi,
The scary water situation
has affected varlous agricul-
tural and hortieultural crops
from paddv to pulses to
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COATSE cereals to fomatocs.

The India Meteorological
Department (TMI) has pre-
dicted abovesnormal maxe
imum temperstures in the
peninisular region over the
next few days,

OF the 711 distriets from
where IMD has received
dta, 46 per centof the coun-
try received deficient or no
tainfall,

In the northern region,
the storage was 32 per cent
of the 1963 BOM capacty
it 6,290 BCM, The sitsation
i5 not 43 bad 35 in the south-
e region a3 the storage was
38 percentayearagoand the
average level in the past 10
years hasbeen 33 percent. In
addition, the region can ex-
pect water from the snow in
the Himalayas from Apil,

10YEARS' AVERAGE

In the 23 reservairs in the
eastern region, the storage
was 479 per cent of the
0430 BCM capacity ot
8.702 BCM.

Apart from Bifar, the fevel
in Bengal (28 per cent),
Odisha -1 per cent} and
Nagaland (-6 per cent) is
lwer than normal,

In the central region, the
level in the 26 major reser-
voirs was 1 per cent of
B2 BON capucity at
21438 BCM, ThelevelinUt-
tar Pradesh (-29 per cent)
and Chhattisgarh (-27
cent) was lower UE:;
normal.

The level in 49 reservairs
in the western region was 42
per cent of the 37130 BCM
at 15705 BCM.  In Maha-
rashtra, the storage was 12
pet ceit below noriial

In all the regions barring
the southern region, the
storage is higher than the
Tist 10 years avetage,
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